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PARADISE LOST. 

BOOK r. 

Th» flnl Booli propoMj, Dm iTilirief, the whok tufpi'c'i M*"'" "H*- 
obBdience, in* "•' Umi Ihaienprn of Fotadi« whorein hs wu 
plKced: Then touthfl) Uw prinio cauM of bii FalU Iha BiTponL 

dtawini lo fiii aide mmj le«loni of kn'cit, waa, by Iha com 
hand oT God drivon <nil Dllleaviu), wilh «ll his crow, into Iha 

!nro™Hc'l,V!'ciX'if'™tft Ml ?n%"hr"an "a (f^ Heaven anS 
Earth may ba jappmed^M jjlnotraado^ reTia^nljMiM^^B^l^^^^ 

S»Wn"ii\hU.A^gel"lrinipntho"umingtake, lJiundci.lnick 

MH»°"^im who Mil " ot'dsr' o^d' di^ZlT'uy b. Jp'^T"' 

^laytill Ihenin ihe lamo 'roianor oonromidoU. They tiw;' 

thoir Dumbers; eiiav of battle illiairchhifleatlaiiinnied, ao- 

ciHdinz to the idoW tnoivn aftccwaidi In Can»n mid Ihaaouib- 

' iriei aUjaining. To theaa Satan diteetl liii ipeech, enmroTll 

of anew world and new kind ofcreetuie to beDiealed,ae«rdin( 
vere ^on' tHifaretblfl visible craariOEi.wai the opinion of man* 
artcient fathers- To l^nd out ths truth of this pruphecT> and 

Satan, iiios,sudilunly built out oTchedgep^ Tbe iiUemil [Kwi 

Or Man's first dUobEdiance, aad the fruit 
Of thit forbidden tiae, whose mortal ttute 
Brouglit deatli into tha woriti, and all out Wo», 
Witli loss of Edan, till one greater Man 
, Restore us, and regain the blissful seat, fi 

Sing, heavenly Muaa, that on the eecret top 
Of Oreb, or of Sinai, didet inspire 
That shepherd, who first taught the chosen Wed, 
In the beginning faow the Heavens and Suth 
Rose out of Chaos : Or if Sihon hill 10 

Delight thee more, and Siloa's brook that fli>w'd 
Fait by the Oracle of God ; I thence 
'Invoke thy aid to my advantnToiu >ong. 
That with no middle flight intends to io«r 



4 FABADISB LOST. b. 

AboTB tbs ADrdan mtnuit, wliilo it pnraues 1 

. TMi^ imBttempte;! yet in proao or rbyniB. 

' And ohiafly Thou, O Spirit, that dost prefer 
Baibre all lomplea the upright heurt and pure. 
Instruct me, for Thou know'st; T(fi )^i fmin tlin fin^ 
Wart preBBptj Bjid with mi f-ht y mTirra (>nt»nriw il S 

JDomine ; what is low, raiae and support; 

Thnt to the height of lli'i great orgoment 

I ma; suert Etenwl Prorideoce, 1 

And jnslify the ways of God to men. 

Say first, for HoaTon hides nothing from thy view 
Nor the deep tract of Hell ; say £»t, what causa 
Hored DDT grand Parents, in that happy state, 
FaTOUT'd of aeaVBQ bo liighly, to fall off 3 

From their Creator, and tronsgresB bia wilt 
For one restraint,, lords of the world besides? 
Who first seduced them to that foul revolt ? 
The iniemal Serpent ; ho it was, whose guile, 
Stirt'd up with envy a,nd reTong«, deceived 3 

The mother of mankind, what time hia pride 
Hod oast him out fi'om Heaven, witli all his host 
Of tebel Angels ; by whoso aid, aapiiing 
To set himself in glory above his peers. 
He tnutetl to have equal'd the Moat High, 4 

If be opposed ; and, with ambitious aim 
Against the throne and monarchy of Ood, 
Railed impious war in Heaven, and battle proud, 
With vain attempt. Him the Almighty Povet 
Horl'd headlong flaming from tho ethereal sky, 4 
With hideous ruin and combostion, down 
To bottomleas perdition ; there to dwell 
In adamantine chains and penal fire, 
Who durst dafj the Omnipotent to arms. 
Sine times the space that moaauTes day and night E 
To mortal men, he with his horrid crew 
t^ TMU^uiah'd, lolliiig in tho fiery guU^ 






PAEIADISE JLOST. ! 

Contbuaded, tliougb iioniortal : But hii doom 
Reserved him to more wrfcth ; for now the thought 
Both of lost bappiaess, uid lasting pain, &E 

Torments him : round ho throws hJB balalid aja», 
That witnesB'd huge alliction ajid dismay 
Hix'd with obdurate pride and steiuifaBt lute 
At once, aa far aa Angels kon, he views 
The duanal eituation waste and wild ; -CC 

A dungeon horrible on all sides round 
As one great furnace flamed ; jet from 1 
No light ; but rather '^j't|[p ^ yi^iiHe 
BorTed only to discover sights of woe, 
Ragions of eonow, doleful ehadce, where peaca 
And rest can never dwell ; hope never comes 
Thai comes to all ; but torture without end 
Still urges, and a fiory deluge, fed 
With over burning sulphur uneonsmnod- 
Such place Eternal Justico had prepared 
For those rebelhoiis ; here their prison ordain'd 
la utter darkness, and tlieir portion set 
, Ab far removed from God and light of Heaven 
As &om the centre Ihrice to the ntmost pole. 
0, how unlika the place from whence they fell ( 
There the companions of his fall, o'erwhelm'd 
With floods and whirlwinds of tem]K;9tuous fire, 
He soon discerns ; and weltering by his side 

,=»lf in pnn-er, and next in crimq. 
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Boeiiebub. To whom the Atclienemy, 
, ^aTETnoe in Heaven call'd Satan, with bold words 

Brcaling the horrid silence, thus began. j^ ,, A 

■^-* If thou be he ; biil O, how fallen ! how changed ^^^ 
Trom him, who, in the happy realms of light, SS 

Clothed with tranaoendont brightness, didst ootaMn* 
Myriads though bright ! If he whom mutoal leapM, 
United thoughts and counsets, equal hope 
And haiurd in the glorious cnterpriae, 
Join'd with me once, now miiety hath join'd 
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In Aqnal niln I Into wlut pit Ihou aemt. 
Tram irtuit height fallen ; so much the Btranpit prored 
Ha with hia thundei - and till then who know 
The force of thoBO diro arniB ? Tet not for thoM, 
Nor wliBt the potoat victor in his rage 96 

Cui else inflict, do I repent or change, 
Though changed in oatwaxd lustre, that fix'd mind. 
And iiigh diodun from Henae of injured merit. 
That with the Mi{;htieat raised me to contend, 
Aiul to the fierce contention brought along JOI 

InnmneraMe force of Spirits arm'd, 
That dnnt dislike his reign, and, me preferring, 
Bis Qtmost power with adverse power opposed 
In dnbioaa battle on the plaJiiB of Heaven, 
lliid shook his throne. What though the field be lost ? 
Ul is not lost ; the unconquerable will, IDT 

fcnd stody of revenge, immortal hate, 
kid courage never to submit or yield, 
And what is else not to be overcome ; 
That glory never ehall his wrath or might lt< 

Extort from me. To bow and sue for graca 
Wilh iuppliant tnee, and deify his power, ' 
Who from the terror of thia arm so late 
Doubted Ms empire ; that wore low indoed. 
That were an ignominy, and shame beneath 111 

This downfal : since, by fate, the Btrength of Gods 
And tiuM empyreal substance cannot fiul ; I 

Bince through experience of this-great event 
la arms not worse, in fdreaight much advanoed, I 

We may with more Buccesafiil hope reaolva ISO 

- To wage, by force or guile, eternal war 
' Irreconcilable to our grand Foe, 
Who now triumphs, and, in the excess of Joy 
Bole reigning, holds the tyrajmy of Heaven. 

Bo spoke the apostate Angel, though in pain, 125 
Taunting aloud, but rack'd with deep deqrair : 
And him thus answer'd soon bis bold compeer. 
.^ OriiaiM,0 Chief of many throned Powan, 
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1 ttatled the embattled SaraphiiQ to war 

< Undet thy coadact, and in dresdfiil deeds 130 

FearlcBS endangei'd Heaven's perpetUBl king, 
1 And put to proof Lis high eupromacy, 
f Whether tipheld by etrongth, or chance, or fate ; 
', Tiki well I see and ruo the dire event, 

fThat with sad OTeithroW, and toul defeat, 136 

Hath lost OS Heaven, and all this mighty hiMt 
In horrible deatmction laid thos low, 
I A> &r as Code and heavenly essences 
I Can perigh : for the mind and spirit remains 
t Invincible, and vigour soon returns, 140 

Though all oui glory oitinot, and happy stat* 
, Bore Bwallow'd up in endlesa misery. 
I Bnt what if he our Conqueror (whom I now 

Of force believe Almighty, eince no leas 
I Than such could have o'erpower'd such force u otm) 
p Have left us this our spirit and length entire 140 
I Strongly to euSei and support our pains, 
I That we may eo eui&ce hia vengeful ire, 
r Or do him mightier service oa his thralls 

I By light of war, whate'or his business be, . . IGO 
Here in the heart of Hell to work in fire, 
Or do bis errands in the gloomy deep ; 
What can it than nvail. though yet we fee l 
Btrenjf^li nnrtiminJBh'd. or atnmal hfliaa . 
To undergo eternal punishment ? J55 



Wtereto with speedy vrords the Archfiend ropliai 
i Fallen cherub '. to be weak is miserable, . ^V 

* Dung or euflering : but of this be sore, -^ 

! To do anght good never will he our iatk, 
' But ever to do ill our sole delight, 100 

' As being the contrary to hia high will 
Whom we remst. If then Mb providence 
Out of onr evil seek to bring forth good, 
1^ Our labour must be to pervert that end, 
' And out of good E'ilt to find means of evil; I6f 

I Whkh oAtimM mav lucoMd so u petb^a 
1 
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Sbalt grieve hiin, if I fail not, uid distitib 

Hia ianUHt connaels from their destined nlm. 

But sea [ the angry f ictor hath recall'd 

Hia miniaters of Tengeoucs uid pursuit I' 

Back to the gates of Heaven : the sulphuroaa hail, 

Shot after us in atorm, o'orblown, hath laid 

The fiery surge, that from the precipice 

or Heaven received ub falling ; und the thunder, 

Wing'd with led lightning and impetnona rage, 15 

Perhaps halh spent hia shans, and ceases aow 

To bellow tlirough the vast and boundless deep 

Let us not slip the occasion, whether scorn. 

Or satiate fury, yield it from our Foe. 

Seest thou yon dreary plain, forlorn inJ wild. If 

The scat of desolation, void of light, 

Save what the glimmering of these livid flames 

Casta pale and dreiudfuU Thither let us tend 

From off the tossing of tiiesB fiery waves; 

it, if any rest can harbour there ; If 

aambling our affdcted Powers, 
10 w we may henceforth most offend 
our own loss how repair 
e this dire calamity ; 
What reintiircemcnt wo may gain from hope ; 19 
'f not, what resolution from despair. 

Thus Satan talking to IttffTTHffFSst mate 
With head uplift above the wave, and eyes 
That sparkling blazed ; his other parts besides 
Prone on the flood, extended long and large, 19 

Lay floating many a rood ; in bulk as huge 
As whom the fables name of monstroua size, 
TJtanian, or Earth-born, that war'd on Jove 
Briareos or Typhon, whom the den 
By ancient Tarsus held ; or that seabeaat 90 

Leviathan, which God of all his works 
.Cieated hugeat that swun the ocean stream : 
HiiD) haply, slumbering on the Norray foam 
Tha pUot of some small Dixht-fbander'd skiff 
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Deenung some lidaad, oft, fu Beunen tell, 905 

Wiffa fixed sjichor in his scaly rind, 
Moora bj his ude luider the lee, while nigbt 
Invests tha sea, and wished mom delsys : 
So Btratcii'd out huge in loogtb tho Archfiand lay, 
Chain'd on the burning laJce : nor ever thenca 210 
Hod risen, ot hes.vod his head ; but that tho will 
And high penniBsion of all'ruling Heaven 
Left him at large to his own dark desigiis; 
That with reiterated crimes he might 
Heap on hinuelf damnation, while he sooght US 

Evil to others ; and, onragad, might see _ 

Bow all his malice served but to bring forth 
Infinite goodness, grace, and mercy, shown ' 
On Man by him sednced ; bnt on himself 
Treble eonfiiBion, wrath, and vengeance, poiu'd. E30 
Forthwith upright he reais from off the pool 
H'" might; stature : on each hand tha flames, 
Driven backward, Elope their pointing spires, and ToUS 
Id billows, leave i' the midst a, horrid vale. 
Then witli expanded wings be eteera bis flight OSS 
Aloft, incumbent on the duaky air. 
That folt unusual weight ) till on dry land 

I He lights, if it were land that ever born'd 

' With solid, as tae lake with liquid fire : 

And such appear'd in^hue,'as when the fbrco 230 

I Of subterrajiean wind transports a hill 
Tom from Petonis, or the sbatteT'd uda 
Of thundering JEto^ whose combtistjble 
And fuel'd entruls thence conceiving £io. 
Sublimed with mineral Aoy, aid the winds, 235 

And leave a singed bottom all involved 
With stench and smoke : such Testing fbnnd the mIb 
Of onbless'd feet. Him foUow'd liia next mate: 
Both gloiyinff to have acaped the Stygian flood 
As Gods, and by thoir own recovei'd strength, 810 
Not by the aaflinuice of supernal Power. 
Is this tho n^mt thla (he eoil, the clime. 
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Said th«a the lost AFchgjigel, this the asat 



ThattTemiutchaiigefornea.Taa; thism 

Foi that celestial light ? Be it so ! since he, ia 

Who now is SoTYeign, con dispose and bid 

Whst shall be right : TiuthcBt team him u beat. 

Whom reason hath equal'd, force hath maije Bopiem< 

Above hia equals. Farewell, happy fields, 

Where joy for ever dweUa ! Hail horrors ! hail, K 

Infernal world ! And thou, profoundeet Hell, 

Receive thy new poEsessor ! one who brings 

A mind not to be changed bj place or time : 

T/jB^pini) \« im own j>\«rp, and in ifi»lf 

C an make a fleaven of tlel l, a Hell of Heavw . K 

What matter wheM, 11 1 beltiU UlU UUnV, ' 

And what I should be ; all but leas than he 

Whom thunder hath made greater .' Here at least 

We ahall be free ; the Almighty hath not built 

Here for his envy ; will not drive nB hence : 860 

.» To reign 19 worth ambition, though in Hell : 
Better to reign in Hell than lerve in Heaven '.•-. 
But wherefore let wo then our faithful friends. 
The associates and copartners of our loss 
Lie thus aitonished on the ohlivioua pool, 
And call them not to share with us thetr part 
In this unhappy mansion ; or once more 
With rallied arms to try what may be yet 
Regiun'd in Heaven, Dr what mr,re lost Id Hell f 270 

So Satan spELke ) and him Beelzebub 
Thus ajuwer'd. Leader of those armies bright, 
Which bat the Omnipotent none could have fbii'd t 
If once they hear that voice, their liveliest pledg* 
Of hope in fears and dangers, heard so ofl Z 

In worst extreme!, and on the periloiu edge 
Of battle when it raged, in all assaults 
Their sorest signal, they will soon resuins 
New conrago and revive ; though now they li« 
GroTBllag and prostrate on yon lake of £re, S 
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Ab ws erewhile, Bstoimded and amazed : 
So nondei, fallen such a pernicious height. 

He scarce hid ceased, when the Buperiot Rand 
Was moTiDg toward the shore : his ponderous shield, 
Ethereal temper, maEsy, large, and round, 285 

Behind him oast; the broad circumference 

I Hung on his shouldora like tho moon, whose otb , 

' Through optic glass the Tuscan artist Tiews Ob\^V% 
At Eyening from the top of Feeoli, rf 

Or in Valdamo, to descry new lands, SM 

'. Rivers, or mountains, in her spotty globe, 

[ Hia spear, la equal which l)io toJIest pine 

' Hewn on Norwegian lulls, to be the mast 
Of some great anuniiaJ, were but a wand, 
He walk'd witli, to support ujicaay alepa iSfO 

[ Over the burning marie, not like those steps 

I On Heaven's azure ; and the torrid clime 
Smote on hini sore besides, vaulted with fire: 
NathloBS he so endured, t ill on the heach i 

; nf ^nt ;nfl,. med sea he atood . and call'd 300 

\ Hia legions, Aagol forme, who lay entranced 

' Thick as autumnal leaves that stntw the b:ooki, 

(In Vallambrosa, where the Etrurian shades, 
High overarch'd, imbower ; oi scatler'd sedge 
Afloat, when with fierce winds Orion arm'd 305 

' Hith vex'd the Red Seacoast, whose waves o'erthrew 
I Bosiris and his Memphiiin chivalry, 
I While with psriidioas hatred they pursued 
I The BojODrnera of Goehon, who beheld ; 

j. From the saft shore thoir floating oaicasses 310 

I And broken chariot wheels : so thick beatrown, 
r Abjeet and lost lay theie, covering the flood, 

Under amazeiBeDt of their hideous cbaoga. 
[ Bb call'd so toud, that all the hollow deep 
I Of Hen iBsonnded ! Princea, Potentates, 315 

WuTiors, the flower of Heaven ! once yovtf, now loet, 
^ If •Boh Bstoniihment as Ihia eanaeize 
' Eternal ^irita ; or have ye cbosen this plftM 
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After tlie toll of battle to repoM 

Tout wexiied Tirtoe, tbi ths cue you find t 

To donibet here, u in tbe tsIbb of HsaTen t 

Or in thia abject posture have je nrom 

To adore the Conqaeror ! who now behcildl 

Cherub and Beraph rolling in the flood, 

With totttei'd unu and enngna ; till anon 3 

'Hia lift porsnera &om Heavon gatea diacem 
The UTantage, and descending, tread ua down 
Thtia drooping, or with linked thunderbolta 
Tranaflz ua to the bottom of thia gulf. 

, Awalie, arise, or be for ever &Dea '. S 

The; heard, and were ttbaah'd, and op they Bpnm 
Upon the iring ; sa whoa men wont lo watch 
On duty, aleeping fbond by whom they diead, 
RonoB and beatii tbemselvea ere well awalM. 
Ifar did tbsy not perceive the evU plight S 

tn which Uiay were, nor the fierce pains not tool } 
iTot to their General's voice Ihey soon obey'd , 
[□oumerBble. Aa when the potent rod 
Of Anuam'a son, in Egypt's evil day, 
Waved round the coast, up call'd a pitchy olood 3 
Of locnrtB, warping on the eastern wind, 
That o'er the realm of impioua Pharaoh hung 
Like night, and darken'd all the land of Nile 
So nnmbeileaa were thoaa bad Angels Man 
Hovering on wing under the cope of HsU, 9 

Twist upper, nether, and aommnding firea; 
Till, aa a signal given, the uplifted apeai 
Of their great Sultan, waving to direct 
Iboir cauna, in even balancs down they light 
On the firm brimatone, and fill all the plain ; 9 

A multitude, like which the popnlooa North 
PoDr'd never from her frozen loina, to paaa 
Bhene or tin Dtnaw, wiwn h«t bubarotu mu 
Came like ■ deluge on tlie South, and ipraad 
Beneath Gibraltar to the liibyan Bftndf* ' * 

Foitlnrith &om ereir aqnadtaii, and oMiIi hand. 
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The beads uid le&dera tbithei haste where- itood 
Their great Commander ; Oodlike ^^lea, and forma 
Excelling human ; princelj Dignities ; 
And Powers tlut erst in He&ven eat on thronei ; 360 
Though of their namea in heavenly recorda now 
Be no memorial ; blotted out and rased 
By their rebellion fi-om the bock of life. 
Nor had they yet among the aona of Eve 364 

Got them new names ; till, wandering o'er the^arth, 
Through God's lugh sulferance for the trial of man, 
By iklaities and lies the greatest part 
Of mankind tbej corrupted to forsake 
God their creator, and the inyieihle 
Glory of him that made them to transform 370 

on to the image of a brute, adom'd 
With gay religions full of pomp and gold. 
And Devils to adore for Deities : 
Then were they known to men by various names 
And various idols through the Heathen world. 375 
Say, Mum, their uames then known ; who Brst, who last, 
Ronsed from the slumber, on thst Rsiy oouchi 
At their great Emperor's call, as next in worth 
Came ungly where he stood on the bare strand, 
While the promiscuous crowd stood yet aloof. 380 
The chief were those, who from the pit of HeU 
Roaming to seek their prey on earth, durst fix 
Their seats long aRer next the seat of God, 
Their altars by his altar ; Gods adored 
Among the nations round : and durst abide 385 

Jehovah thmidering out of Slon, throned 
Between the cherubim ; yea, olten placed 
Within his sonctuorj itself their shrines, 
Abominations ; and with cursed tiiingB 
His holy rites and solemn feasts profaned, 390 

And with their darkness durst afiront his lighL 
f^m, Ikfoloc^ horrid king, besmear'd with Uood 
Of human sacrifice, and parents' tears; 
^"hongh, for Uie ncdse of dromi and timbrela kmiL 
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Their eUUieu'i cries DobMrd, that paoiM Qntogk Sn, 

To bia grim idol. Him ths Ammonita I*' 

WoiBliip'd in Rabba and tier wateij plain, 

Jn Argob and in Bosan, to the stream 

Of ntiqoit Amon ; Nor content with loeli 

AndacionB neigbboorhood, ttie wisest beut 4 

Of Bolomon he led by Fnoi to build 

His temple nght Kg^iuA the temple of Ooi 

On that oppTobrions bill ; and maida hie grora 

The i^Msant valley of Hinnom, Tophet thenoa 

And black Gehenna call'd, the type of Hell. 4 

Next, ChemoB, the obscene dread of Moob's Kiiia, 

From aWt to Nebo, and the wild 

Of sautluDoK Abarim ; in Herabon 

And Horonum, Boon's realm, bByond 

The flowery dale of Sibma clad with YiuMJ i 

And Eleali to llie ABphaltic pool. 

Foot his other name, wlien he enticed 

Isiae! in Sittim, on their march &om Nile, 

To do him wanton rites, which cost them wo«. 

Tat tbenee bis lustful orgies he enlarged 4 

Evan ta that bill of scandal, by the grove 

Of Moloch homicide ; lust hard by hate ; 

Till good Josiah drove them thence to HelL 

With these came they, who, &om the bordering flood 

Of old Euphrates to tite brook that parts 

Egypt from Syrian ground, had ^oeial nuDM 

Of Baalim and Ashtaroth ; those male, 

These fEminine ; Tor Spirits, when they plssae, 

Can either sei asaome, or both ; so soft I 

And VDCompounded is their SMenoe purs , 4K 

Not tied or manaclod with joint or limb, i 

Not founded on Uie brittle strength of bones, 

like combrous flesh ; but, in what shape they draoMy 

IHlated or condensed, bright or obscnre, 

Can szeonta their aery pnrpoaes, 480 

And works of lore or enmity fUSL 

t'«r.tlioMUwraceoflsruloflG»M)k 

-.ogle 
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^bBlr tilrtng Btrength, and onfivqaentod left 
His lig-hleona altBi, bowing lowly down 
To bestial Goda ; for which their beads u kw 4! 
Bow'd down m battle, annk before the spew 
(N* despicable foes, ^^ith these in troop 
Carae Astofdh, whom the PbcEniciaiis radl'd 
AMarttt, qveen of Heaven, with ciescent htwna 
To whose bright imago nightlj bj the moon 4 

SidonisD virgina paid thulr vows and songs ; 
In Sion also not iiiumtg, whiu'e stood 
Her temple on tba oSenaive moontun, buSt 
Bj th^ uioiiona king, whose heart, thoagh hrga, 
Begmled by fair idolatresses, fell 4< 

To idols fiml. Tbsjmnnz came next behind, 
Vlioae umnsl woond in Lebanon allured 
The Syrian damsels to lament Us fats 
In amorous ditties all a Bummer's day ; 
While smooth Adonis from bis native rock < 

Raji purple to the ses^ supposed with blood 
Of Thmmmoz jearlj' wounded : the love tale 
Infected Sion's danghten with like beat; 
Whoso wanton paasions in the sacied porch 
Eiekiel mw, when, by the vision led, 4 

Hia eye survey'd the dork idokitTies r\ 
Of alienated Jadah. NelLfUmjlDB * 
Who moutn'd in earnest, when the eapUre ark 
Kaini'd his bnite image, head and bands lopp'd off 
In his own temple, on the gnmsel edge, 4 

Where he fell flat, and ahamed hia worBhi^rs : 
Dagon his lutme, sea monster, upward man' _ 

And downward Gsh : yet had bis temple high 
Reai'd in Azotos, dreaded through the coast 
Of Palestine, in Gatb and Ascalon, 4 

And Accaron and Gaz&'a frontier bounds. 
Him follow'd BJmmon, whose delightru) aeal 
Was fail Damascus, on the fertile banks 
Of Abbana and PSaipbar, lucid Btreami. 
Ho alio against the boose of Ood wm bold ' 4 
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A leper once he lost, and gain'd a king ; 

Ahaz, his sottish coaqueror, whom he drew 

God's ultoT to disparsgo, and displace, 

For one of Syriaji mode, whereon to buftl 

His odious olFeiinga, and adore tha Gods 41 

Wham he h&d vuiquish'd. After these appeor'd 

A crew, who, under names of old renown, 

Osiris, Jsis, Onis, and their train, 

With monBtrous shapes and eoiceries ahuaed 

Fanatic Egypt, and her priests to seek 4E 

Their wandering Gods disguised in brutish fbrma 

Rather than human. Nor did Israel sctqra 

The infection, when their borrow'd gold composed 

The calf in Oreb ; and the rebel kbg 

Doubled that sin in Bethel and in Dan, 4S 

Likening his Maker to the grazed oz ; 

Jehovah, who in one night, when he pass'd 

From Egypt marching, eqnai'd with one stroke 

Both her first-born and all her bleating Gods. 

Belial came last, than whom a Spirit -more lewd C 

Fell not from Heaven, or more gross to love 

Vice for itself: to him no temple stood 

Or altar smoked : yet who more oft than he 

[n temples and at altars, when tho priest 

Turns atheist, as did Eli's eons, who Gll'd 4S 

With lust and violence the house of God f 

In courts and palaces he aleo reigns, 

And in Imurions cities, where the noise 

Of riot pgends above their loftiest toners. 

And injury and outrage ; And when night 60 

Darkens the streata, then wander forth the. sons 

_. Of Belial, flown with insolence and wine..- 
Witness the streets of Sodom, and thap^ght 
In Gibeah, when the hospitable door '• 
Exposed a matron, to avoid worse rape, S( 

These were the prime in order, and in might ; 
The rest were long to tell, though fa ' renown'd, 

■^The Ionian Gods, of Javan's issue; held 
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Goda, jet ccmfiiBB'd later than HeaveD and 'E>rtli) 
Their boasted parents : Titan, Heaven's fint-bam,610 
Witb his enonuoua brood, and birthright neilei 
By yoonger Saturn ; he from mightiHt Jove, 
Hw own and Rhea's son, like meamre fonud ; 
So Jots uaurpiug leign'd - these tiiet in Crete 
And Ida known, thence on the enowj top SIS 

Of cold Olympti* ruled the middle ur, 
Their highest Heaven ; or on the Delphian clif^ 
Or in Dodona, and through all the bounds 
Of Doric land ; or who vritb Saturn old 
Fled over Adria to the Heaperiaii fields, G30 

And o'er the Celtic roam'd the utmost ieles. 

AU theM and more came flocking ; but with looks 
. Downcast and damp ; yet such wherein appeni'd 
Obscure same glimptte of J07, to have fbond their Chief 
Not in despair, to have found themselves not lost 626 
In loss itself; which on hie conntenanco cast 
Like doubtful hue •■ hut he. Ma wonted pride 
Soon recollecting, with high words, that bore 
Semblance of worth, not substance, gently raised 
Their tainting courage, and diqwU'd tbeii fears. 630 
Then straight commands, that at the warlike Mtmd 
Of trpmpets loud and clarions be uprear'd 
His mighty standard : that proud honour dum'd 
- Aafei aa his rioM „ r.h>nih t.ll ■ 

Who Ibrthwith from the glittering staff unfbrl'd S3R 

The imperial ensign ; which, fiill high advanced. 

Shone like a meteor streaming to the wind, 

Witli gems and golden lustre rich emblazed, 

Seraphic arms and trophies ; all the while 

SoDoioiu metal blowing martial Boundsi MO 

At which tbe.nniversal host up stot 

A shont, that to" Hell's concave, and beyond 

Frighted the reign of Chaos and old I%ht. 

AU in a moment' throtigh the gloom were Men 

Ten tiiansand banners rise into the air 646 

With oiiuit colours waving - with them tOM 
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A forest hnge of spears ; and thronging halmi 
Appear'd, and serried shields in thick array 
OfliBpth immeoflutible : Anon they miive 
Id perfect phaJaui to the Dorian mood 661 

Of flutes and snf^ recorders ; lucb as railed 
To height of noblest te'toper heroes old 
Arming to battle ; and instead of rage 
Deliberate Tolour bre&thod, firm and unmoTod 
With dread of death to flight or foul retreat ; 55 

Nor wonting power to mitigate and suige 
With aolemn touches troubled thoughts, and chaaa 
Anguish, and doubt, and fear, and sorrow, and pain 
From mortal or immortal minds. Thus thej, 
Breathing united force, with fixed thought, 561 

HoTod on in silence to soft pipes, that charra'd 
Theii painful stops o'er the burnt soil : and now 
Advanced in tiew thej stand ; a horrid ftont 
Of dreadful length and dazzling arms, in guise 
Of warriors old with order'd spoar and shield ; 66i 
Awaiting what command their mighty Chief 
Had to impose ; He through the armed files 
Darls his experienced oye, and soon traverse 
The whole battalion views) their order due ; 
Their visages and stature as of Gods ; 571 

Their number lost he sums. And now his heart 
Distends with pride, and hardening in liis strength 
Glories : for noTer, since created man, 
Met such hnbodied force, as named with these 
Could merit more than that small infantry ST. 

Warr'd on by cranes ; though all the giant brood 
Of Phlegra with the heroic race wore join'd 
That fought at Thebes and Ilium, on each side 
Mix'd with auxilior Gods ; and what resounds 
In Ikble or romance of Uther'a son 5B 

Begirt witli British and Armoric knights; 
And atl who since, baptized or inlidel, 
''Jousted in Aspramont, or Montalban, 
Dainasco, or Marocco, or Trebisond, 
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Or whom Biaerta aeot from Afric Bbore, G6S 

When Cbarlemoin with all his peengo fell 
By Fontarabbitt. Thus far these beyond 
Compare of mortal prowess, yet obBerred 
Their dread Commander ; he, above the ra«t 
In shape uid gestm-e proudly eminent, 590 

Stood like a tower : his form had yet not loet 
Ail her original brightness ; nor appear'd 
Iabh than Archangel roin'd, and the ejccesB 
Of glory obacored : aa when the aun, new risen, 
Lookg through the horixontal misty air 686 

Shorn of his beams ; or from bohutd the moon. 
In dim echpao, diaaslrona twilight sheds 
On half the nations, and with fear of change 
Perplexes monarchs. Darken'd so, yet shone 
Above them aU the Archangel : but his face 600 

Deep ncais of thunder had intrench'd ; and care k <'- 
Bat on his faded cheek, but under brows 
Of dauntleas courage, and considerate pride 
Waiting revenge : croel hiH eyo, but cast' " \ 
Signs of remorse and passion, to behold j G05 

The fellows of his crime, the followers lathecl 
(Far other once beheld in bliaa), condemn'd 1 
For ever now to have their lot in pain ; | 

Millions of Spirits for his fault amerced \ 

Of Heaven, and from eternal splendours flung] dlO 
For his revolt ; yet faithful how they stood, J 
Their glory wither'd : as when Heaven's fire 
Hath scathed the forest oaks, or mountain pine ; 
With nnged top their stately growth, though bare. 
Stands on the bhisted heath. He now prepared 61S 
To speak ; whereat their doubled ranks they bend 
From wing to wing, and half enclose him round 
With all hia peers : Attention held lB6W)ftl!te. 
' ^hrice be ^ssay' d, and thri ce, in spite of seorn, 
TMpiTmchaa Angela weep. Wrat lortb ; at last 690 . 
vforae , interwove with tdgMTTQuii rout their waz. 
O Uyruids oFlmtbJinii Spuils! 'D Powers 
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Mo.tehlem, but with the Almightjl uid Uut stiifa 

Wu not io^lorioni, though the eTent wbb diie, 

As this placB testiliei, imd this diie changs GS25 

H&tefnl to nttoi : bat wh»t power of mind, 

Foroseeing or prengiiig, fiom the depth 

Of knowledge paat oc present, conld have feu'd, 

How inch lutited (brce of Goda, how auch 

As stood like then, conld erei know lepolle I ' 630 

For who cui jet believe, though uTter loM, 

That all thew pausant legione, whoae exile 

Hath empUed Heaven, shall &il to leascend 

Self-raised, uid tepoiseaa their unlive seat ! 

For me, be witness all the host of Heaven, 6^ 

If counseb different, or dangers afaunn'd 

By me hnve lost onr hopes. Bat he, who reigns 

Monarch in Heaven, till then aa ono secure 

8a,t OD iuB throne, upheld bj old repute. 

Consent or coatom ; and his regal state 640 

Put forth at fall, but still hia strength coneaai'd. 

Which tempted oar attempt, and wrought our foil. 

Hencelbrth his might we know, and know onr own; 

Bo aa not either to provoke, or dread 

New war, provoked : our better part remaiika C45 

To work in close demgn, bj ftand or guile, x 

What force effected not : that he no lesa 

At length &om us may find, vriio orercomea 

By fbroe, hath overcome bat half his foe. 

Space may produce new worlds ; whereof so rife 650 

There went a fune in Heaven that he ere long 

Intended to create, and therein plant 

A generation, whom hia choice regard 

Should favour equal to the aoni of Heaven 

Thither, j^u^^gT, shall be perhaps 665 

Our Grst eruptio^^hither or elsewhere : 

For this infernal pit shall never bold 

C^estial Spirits in bondage, nor the abyai 

Long under darkness cover. But theae thooghtt 

TvU counsel must mature - Peace is despair'd } OBO 
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thinlt BubmiBdoD P Wu tben, Wu 

Me spake ; and, lo con£im his words, out Sew 
Millioiu of flamiog aworda, drawn &oia the thigh* 
Of mighty Chenibim; the andden blme 665 

Far round iUoiuined hell : Highly they raged 
Against the HigbeBt, and fierce with grasped Brmi 
Closh'd on their sounding shields the din of war. 
Hurling defiance toward the vault of heaven. 

There stood a Mil not far, whose grisly top -4^ • i/19' ''~ 
Belch'd fire and rolling Smoke ; the rest entire ', '' 
ShouB #ith a glossy scnrf ; nndoobted dgn • :.i '•* 

That in his womb was hid metallic ore. 
The work of sulphur. Thither, wing'd with spesi^, =° 
A nomeroua brigade hasten'd : as when bands 67b 
or pioneers, with spade and pickaxe arm'd, ~, ^ 

Foreran the royal camp, to trench a field. 
Or cast a rampart. Uammon lad them on , 
Mammon, the least erected Spirit that fell [thought* 
From Heaven ; for e'en in Heaven his looks and 
Were always downward bent, adiniririg more 681 

The riches of Heaven's pavement, trodden gold, 
Than ought divine or holy else enjoy'd 
In vision beatific : by him first 

Men also, and by his suggestion taught, 686 

Ransack'd the centre, and with impious hands ' 

Rifiod the bowels of their mother Garth 
For treasures, bettor hid. Soon had his crew 
Open'd Into the hill a apacions wonnd, 
And <tigg'd out ribs of gold. Let none admire 990 
That riches grow in Heli ; that soil may best 
Deserve the precious bane. And faore let those, 
Who boast in mortal things, and wondering tell 
OfSabel, and the works of Memphian kings, 
Learn how their greatest monuments of lame, 605 
And Btreogth, and art, are easily ontdoae 
By Spirits reprobate, and in an hoar, 
What in an age they with incasaant toil 
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Anil huHb innimiei'ible icaKs perform. 
Nigh on tha plain, in many cella prepared, 7M 

Ttu,t undemeatb hod veim of liquid fiio 
Sluiced trom the lake, ■ aecond oiiiltituda 
Vnth wondrous art founded the mua; ore, 
Severing ettch kind, and ■aamm'd the bnllion droM : 
A third aa loon had form'd within the gtoiud 70S 
A Tariom mould, and &oin the boiling celle 

' Bf Btruiga conveyaiice fill'd each hollow nook ; 
Ai in an organ, from one blast of wind. 
To majij a row of pipes the soundboard broathoa. 
Anon, out of the earth, a fabric hage 710 

Rose liie an exhalB.tion, with the ■oond 
Of dolcet ■ymphonies and voices sweet. 
Built like a temple, where piloatera round 

» Were set, and Doric pillars overWd 
With golden architrsve ; nor did there want TIE 

Cornice or rrieze, with bossy w^ptures graT«n: 
The Toof was fretted gold. Not Babjlon, 
Nor great Alcairo, such mag;nificence 
Gqual'd in all their glories, to enshrine 
QelDS or Steapu, their Gods ; or seat 7S0 

Their kings, when Egypt with Anyria strore 
In wealth and luxury. The ascending pile 
Stood fii'd her stately height ; and straight ths dotal, 
Opening their bruzen folds, discover, wide 
Within, her ample ipaces, o'er the smooth 
And love! pavement : from the arched roof 
Pendant by subtle magic, many a row 
Of starry lamps and blaien cressets, fed 
With Nt^htha and Aapfultos, yielded light 
As from a sky. The hasty mijdtude 
Admiring ester'd ; and the work some praise, 
And some the architect : his hand was knoWQ 
In Heaven by many a tower'd structure high. 
Where sceptred Angels held their residence, 
And sat OS princea : whom the soprsme King 
Exalted to such power, and gave to mia, 
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I Z«cti la hli hlBraichj, ths ordera bright. 
Nor wiB bis nuoe onbstird, or mudoied, 
In ancieat. GreeM ; ftnd in AnffttUBs land 
I Man coJl'd him jj ^boj K and how he ftll 740 

L From Hawren A^fUlsd, thrown bj angr^ Jora 
I Hiaer o'erths cijatal batllemenla : &om mom 
To noon he fall, &om nooa to daw; eva, 
A mnnter'a day ; and with the Betting ana 
Diopp'd from the leaith like a falhng atar, 745 

On Lemnos the Sgeaa iale : thua they relalB, 
Kndng ; fbi he with hii cebelliooa ront 
Tell long before ; nor aoght avoil'd him now 
TobaTe built hi Heaven high towera; nor did he ws^M 
Bj- all his engines, but was headlong sent 79) 

With his industrioBS crew to biuld in Hell. 

Of saT'ieigu power, with awfiil ceiemimy- 

And tnuopet's soond, throughout the host proclaim 

A solemn council, foithwith to be held 7G6 

At Fandemonium ; the high capital 

Of Batan and his peets : their fnimmooB caH'd 

From evei; band and aqoAred regiment 

By place oi choloe the worthiest ; thay anon, 

Tnih hnndroda and with thousand, trooping camn, 

Attended : all access was thrnng'd ; tlai g&taH 761 

And poiches wide, but chief the Epa^iona hall 

(Though like a cover'd field, where champion* bold 

Wont ride in orm'd and at the Soldan's chail 

Defied the best of Fonim chivalry 765 ' 

To mortal combat, oi career with lance,) 

I Thick Bwarm'd both on the ground and in the air 
Bnish'd with the bias of rustling Winga. Aa bsM 
In spring time, when the nm with Taurna rides, 
Poor forth their popolons youth sbont the hive 770 
In dnaten ; they among &eih dewa and flowen 
Fly to and fro, or on tho smoothed plonk, 
Hu •ohnrb of their atrenbtult citadel, 

; Bnr nbb'd with balm, expatiate ud vaaSa 
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Their atate afikirs. So thick the aary crowd TTS | 
Sw&nn'd and ware Btralten'd ; till, the aigiuJ given 

Behold a wonder '. The; but now who aeem'd j 

hi bifneea to surpaae Uarth'a giant Bope, J 

Now less than smallest divarfa, in harrow room j 

Throng DninberleBs, like that Fjrgmeaji race TSI j 

BsTond the Indian mount : or fuiy cItsb, j 

^VlioBe midnight revels, by a forest Hide | 

Or fountEun, some belated peasant seea j 

Or dreamt he sees, while overhead the maoD ] 

Sits arbttreBB, and nearer to the earth 7SS j 
Wheels her pale course ; thej, on their mirth and dum I 

Intent, with jocund music charm his ear ; j 

At once with joj and fear hia heart rebounds. . 

Thos incorporeal Spirits to smallest forms I 
Rednced their shapes immense, and were at large, 79) j 

Though without number still, amidst the hall I 

Ofthat infernal court.' But far within, l 

And in their own dimensions, like themBelTesi, j 

The great Sei^ihio Lords and Cheruhiui I 

In close recess and secret conclave sat ; 19$ I 

A thousand Demi-gods on golden seals, j 

Frequent aod full. Afler diort sileitce then, 1 

And Bummoiu read, the gcett cooralt began. i 
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Un, IQ ■well tbe truth of tbat piDphecv oi ttaditioEi id Huvaa 
cwusnlaK anotber woild, and uotler iiDd of cmlun equal <» 

Tbaii doubt, wba iball ba KRt on thii diOcalt »ucli; Satu 
tbeii oh»f uncLvrtakai ■JiinvtbflToyageilfllwiiciaTeduidKppfaiid- 
•d. nw emuieil tbui miti, tha c«l bataka Ihaia Hvertl waja, 
and to aorsrat atuptoTmanta, ai thalr IucUduIdhi lead tbem, to 
eotflitain tba tin» tiUBatan tvLVTD. Hb paasei on hli Jouraej to 

bj vhoTD at lenBththeyaEeopeaed.anddlccover to bicn the gnat 
foU betwsDD llell and HeuvDn; witb what diOcult; ha panaa 
tbrou^h, dlrectod b; Cbaes, tba Powvr of tbat plafis, to tba light 
ot tbu paw woFld whicb ba tought. 

Bioa on. a throne of roTal atato, which &r 
Oatahone the we^Itb of Oimiu and of Ind, l^ 
Or wbers the goigeoos Eurt with tichest hufl ■ 
Showsre on her kings bubuic D«ul luid gold, 
SsUn suited sat, bj merit ru%^ > 

To that bad eminence : and, ftoai dsspail \ 
Thoa high uplifted beyond hope, aepiree 
Beyond thoa high : insatiate to pursue 
Vam nsr with HDaTcn ; and, by auccew, ODtau^it, 
His pioud imaginations thus display'd. 10 

Powers and Dominions, Deities of Heaven ! 
For BiDce do deep witiiin her gulf can hold 
Immortal Tigour, thoagh opprBBs'd and ftUen, 
J give not Heaven for Iwfc- From this dtiWllt ^ 
Celestial lirluss rising will appear IS 

More glorious and more dread Ihi^ f^m no fall, 
And tnut themselves to fear DO second fete. 
H« tbo«gh just right and the fiz'd laws of Hearan 
Did first create your Leadei ; next, firee chdoe. 
With what bendes, in counsel or in flght, 90 

Hath been achieved of merit ; yet thia kM^ 
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Thm fkr at least recoTer'd, liUh much mora 
Eitabliab'd in s wTe iinRiivied throne, 
Tield«d witli full conaont. The happier state 
In heaTon, wliiuh follows dignitj, might draw 
Envy &om each inferior ; but who here 
Will envy whom tlie highest plaeo eipoees 
Foremoat to Rtand agajnat the Thunderer's um. 
Tour bulwark, and condonme to greatest ehani 
Of endless pun > Where there ia then ao good 
For which te etrive, no Btrifa can grow up thera 
From fkctioD ; for none Bare will claim in Hell 
Precedence ; none, whose portion is so small 
Of present pain, that with nmbitioUB mind 
Win ooTet more. With tliis advantage then 
To union, and firm faith, and firm accord. 
More tlun can be in Heaven, we now return 
To claim our just inheritance of old. 
Surer to prosper than prosperity 
Could hare assured ua ; and, by what beat way, 
Whether of open war, or covert guile, I 

yg pnw debate ; Who can advise may apeak. ' * 

He ceased : and next to liim Moigc^scepCSa kii 
Stood np, the strongest and the nercest Spirit 
That fought in Heaven, now fiercer by despair : 
His trust wsa with the Eternal to be deeio'd 
Equal in strength ; aod rather than be leaa 
Cared not to be at all ; with that care lost 
Went all his faar : of God, or Hell, or worse, 
Be reck'd not ; and theae words theresAer spake. 

My aentence ia for open war ; Of wiles, 
UjOTelB^^Bnl'^iSS^onTHem let those 
Contrive who need, or when the; need ; not now. 
For, while they sit contriving, shall the rest, 
MilliDDS that stand in arms, and longing wait 
The aignal to ascend, sit lingering here 
Heaven's Aigitives, and for their dwelling pUea 
Aooapt this dark opprobrious den of ahame, 
The prison of his tynnny who reigns 
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By our dein; ? No ! ]et va rather cbooM ( 

Ami'd with Jlell flsjnes and fur;, all aX tause. 
O'er Heavcn'i hi^h towen to force remitlea wif i 
Taming our tortures into honid unu 
AguDBt the Tortoier ; irhen to meet the 'tatuM 
Of hi* Almighty en^s he shaH he»r ( 

Infernal thonder ; and, for lighti^ig, see 
Black fire and hoiror ohot vith equal rage 
Among hia AngelH ; and hla throoe itaeU* 
Miz'd with Tartarean aulphnr and strange Are, 
Hii own invented tormenta. But perha^ ] 

The way Beema difficult and steep to Boale 
'With upright wing ogunst a higher foe. 
Let Buch bethiiA them, if the sleeky drench 
Of thai forgetful lake benumb not atill, 
That in our proper motion we ascend ~ 1 

Up to onr native seat : Descent and &11 
To UB II adverie. Who but felt of late, 
When the fierce Foe hong on our broken reic 
Insnlting, and purEued us through the deep, 
With what compulnon and liiborioui flight { 

We Bank thoB low ! The ascent is eaii; then ; 
The event is fear'd ; should we again pro-roka 
Our stronger, some worse way his wrath may find 
To onr deatmction ; if there be in Hell 
Fear to be worse destroy'd : What can be wane E 
That to dwell here, driven out from bliu, condsmll'd 
In this abhorred deep to utter woo ; 
Where pain of uneitingnishahle fire 
Most exercise ns without hope of end. 
The vassals of his anger, when the scourge ( 

Inexorably, and the torturing hour 
C^lls us to penance < More destroy'd than Unu^ 
We should be qnite abollah'd, and expire. 
What fear we then P what doubt we to inoense 
His Qtinost ire I which, to the height eoreged, ( 
Will either quite consume us, and redociA 
To nuthiug this esaentJal ; tu^ipiec &r 
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Than miwrable to have eternal being - 
Or if onr mbatuiee be iadeed dirine, 
Anil cannot cease to be, we are at worst 
On thU Bide nothing ; and by pioof WB-feel 
Onr powet nifficient to diaturb tiU hea>ren, 
And with perpetual InroadB to alarm, 
Though inaccesaible, his fktal thcone ' 
Which, if not Tictorj, la yet rovenge. 

He ended frowning, and hia look denonnoed 
Deeperata nreiige, and battle dangeroni* 
To lea than Gods. On the oth er mi " 
cehi l and hnn 
not henTen ; be ee^'d 110 

For dignity compoaed, and high exploit : 
But all wae &1ae and hollow ; though hi* tongne 
DroppU nuuina, and could make the worn appear 
The better reaaon, to perplex and daah 
Matureat eounnela : for his thoughts were low 115 
To vice indOBtriouB, bat to nobler deedi 
llmoroui and itothful : yet he pleased the au. 
And with persooaiTe accent thus began. 

I ahoald be much for open war, O Peera, 
Aa not behind in hate ; if what was urged 190 

Main reason to persuade immediate war 
Did not disaoade roe most, and seem to oast 
Ominous conjecture on the whole sucaesa ; 
When he, trho moat excela in fact of anna, 
In what he connsels, and in what excela, ISB 

Uistrustful, grounds hia conrago on despair 
And nttei dissolation, as the scope 
Of all hia aim, after aome dire revenge. 
First, what revenge ? The towers of Heaven are fill'd 
With armed watch, that render all access 130 

Impregnable : oft on the bordering deep 
Encamp their legiona ; or, with d»cnr« wing 
Scout &r and wide into the realm of night. 
Beaming surprise. Or coold we breali our waf 
9j force, and at oar beeU all Hell should rise 136 
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Witli blacken Insurrection, to confamul 
Meaven's purest light ; yot our great Eneinj, 
AS incomiptiblo, would oil his thiono 
Sit unpoliuted ; and the etheTeal moold, 
Ineapsble of atain, wonld soon ezp«l I4t 

Her mischief, and purge off the baser fira, 
VictnriouB. Thus repulsed, our final faopa 
Is flat despair -. We must exupervle 
The Abuightj Victor to spend all bis rage) 
And that most end as ; that must be our care, 141 
To be no nnne. Sad cure ! for who would Ion, 
Though fiill of pain, this intellectual being, 
Those thoughts that wander through eternity 
To perish rather, sw^ow'd up- and loat 
Id tlie wido womb of uncreated night, 151 

Devoid oF sense and motion ? And wno knows. 
Let this be good, whether our angry Foe 
Can give it, or will over P how he can, 
Is doubttul ; that he never will, is sure. 
Will he, so wise, let loose at once his ire, 15B 

Belike throogh impatenco, or unaware. 
To give his enemies tlieir wish, and end 
Them in bis anger^ whom hza anger sares 
Te punish endleas P Wherefore cease we thwt I 
Say thej who counsel war : we are decreed, 16ft 

Roserred, and destined to eternal woe ; 
Whatever dmng, what can we euftei more. 
What can we suffer worse ,' Je this then worst. 
Thus sitting, thus consulting, thus in aimat 
What ! when we fled amain, pursued, and stmok 16S 
With Heaven's afflicting thunder, and besought 
The deep to shelter us f This Hell then seem'd 
A refiige from those wounds ; or when wa lay 
Chun'i] on the burning lake ! That sure was woTM. 
What if the breath, that kindled those grim frM, 170 
Awsked, should blow them into sovenfbld n 
And plunge ns in the Qames ? or, from BboT«( 
Should intemitled vengeance arm again 
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Hia rad ilclit l>»"I to pl*S"B <" ' Whalf all 
Har itoTM ware open'd, and tbia fiimunant 
Of Hell ahoiild qxnit her cKtonoU of fire. 
Impendent horron, threatening hideool &11 
One day upon our heads ) while we perhapa 
. Deal^nmg or exhorting glorioni wu, 
Onjht in a fiery lempest, aball be horl'd 
Each on hia lock tranafix'd, tlie aport and prey 
Of wraciung whirlwinds ; or for ever anolc 
Under yon boiling ocean, wnpp'd in chain* ; 
There to conTerae with dverlaating gioana, 
Unre^ited, unpitied, nnreprieved. 
Ages <^ hi^teia ondf Thia would ba wnrae. 



_ ; for what can force or gmla 

n^IPim^i^wn^deoeiTe hia mind, wboae eya 

ViewaaUthingaotraieview? BeftamHsaTen'abeiglit 

AH theae oni motions vain leea end deridea ; 191 

Hot more almighty to reuat oui might 

Than wiae to fniatrate all onr plota and wilea. 

Shall we tlien live thua vile, the race of Beaiven 

Thaa trampled, thni eipell'd to aoffer here I9C 

Clhaina and theae tonnenta ? better theae tli4il wona. 

By my advice ; aince fate inevit^ile 

Bobdnea na, and onuiipotent decree. 

The Victoi'a will To anffiir, aa lo do, 

Our etrength i> equal, not the law unjnat 900 

That ao ordaina ; This waa at £nt reaolved, 

[f wa w«ra wiae, agsinit ao gteat a Foe 

Contending, end ao doubtful what nu^t foU. 

[ langh, whan thoaa who at the apear are bold 

And Tanturona, if that fiul them, ahiink and ftar SK 

What yet they know mnat follow, to endun 

Ezila, or ignominy, or bonda, or pain. 

The aentence of ^eir Conqneior : Ttkiuumx 

n^^ a.,»,.m. f n. in Hm, ^y jyn^h y.^ SIO 

"' IT ; and parhapa, thua far ta m ovd 
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Not Dund ui not oSending, utisfied 
With wh&t ia panish'd ; whence theaa nging; Grai 
Will lUcken, if Mb breath atir not their fiamea. 
Our pmcT enence then will oveiconie ,916 

Their noiioos vapour ; or, inored, not fool ; 
Or changed at length, and t« the place confbim'd 
In temper and in nstuie, will receive 
Faniili&r the fierce he&l, and Toid of psjn i 
This horror will grow mild, this darkness light ; 330 
BesiiiteB what hope the never ending ffight 
Of fiitnro days any bring, what chance, what change 
Worth waiUng ; Eince our present tot appean 
For happj thongh but ill, for ill not irarst. 
If WB procnia not to ourHolyea more woe. 225 

Thna Bolial, with words clothed in reason's garb, 
Comuel'd ignoble ease, and peaneliil sloth, 
Nat peace : *ud "f " ^'"~ """' 'jimmniLir"'" 

Either to diaenthrone the King of Heaven 
We war, if war be best, or to regain 330 

Oar own right lost : Him to unthrone we then 
May hope, when everlasting Fate shall yield 
To fickle Chance, and Chaos judge the strife i 
The Ibrmor, vain to hope, argnes as vain 
The latter : For what place can be for us 33f> 

Within Heaven's bound, tmlesa Heaven's Lordmiprema 
We OTerpowei .' Suppose he should relent. 
And publish gihce to all , on promise made 
Of new subjection : with what eyee could we 
Stand m his presence humble, and receive ~ 340 

Strict laws isipoaed, to celebrate hia throne 
With warbled hymna and to hia Godhead aing 
Forced Hallelnjafaa : while he lordly sits 
Our envied Sov'reign, and his altar breathes 
Ambrosialodours and ambroaial flowers, 54S 

Om aervileofleringa ! Thia must ba onr tack 
In Heaven, this our delight ; how waaiisotna 
Eternity ao apant, in worship paid 
To whom we hate '. Let us not then piesnnw 
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Br f)"aa ImpoMuble, by leave obtaiii'd 950 

Unaoccptatile, tbongh in Heaven, out it&ta 

Oi apltiidid Tunloge ; tut rathet lee k 

Our <H>p good from o uraelrBB, a nd mun nnr ^lyp 

ijve to oumelvaf , U itilUjll n UlM f*»l V^C— "i 

I' leBi and to n one a ccMhUm, preiarriii | [ 25G 

] ^o libfltty MiftM IM eM^oJ a"^ 

CTSiWW M^]? . UM gUeSiwi will appwr 

Tneo mod cooipietioiu, when pieat things of HnaU, 

Usettii of hortfiil, proBperotuof advina, 

We can create ; and in what place eoe'er 8G0 

ThriTH nnder eril, and work ease out of pain, 

Through labour and endurance. This deep world 

Of darhn«« do we droad ? How otl amidat 

Thick cloadl and dark doth Heaven's aU-mling Bits 

Cbooae to reside, hia glory unobicured, StGG 

And with the majesty of darkneaa round 

Coven his throne ; &om whence deep thunders Toar 

Miulering theii rage, and Heaven resemble* Hell ? 

As he ooi darkness, cannot wa his light 

Imitate when we please P TIus desert stnl STO 

Wants not her liidden lustre, gems and gold ; 

Hot want we skill oi art, from whence to niee 

Magnificence ; and what can Heaven diow more f 

Our tormenta also may in length of time 

Become our elements ; these piercing fire* 27S 

As loft as now serere, our temper duuged 

Into tbeix temper ; wUch must Deeds remove 

Tbewnqibleofpain. Atl things invite 

To peaeefiil eoinuels, and the settled state 

Of order, how in safety beat we may S80 

Compose our present evils, wiUi regard 

Of what we are, and where ; diemisnng quite 

All thoughts of war; Te have what I ad^agj 

He scarce had Gnirii'd, when such murmur fill'd 
The assembly as iriien hollow rocks retain 96S 

The sound of bluBtering winds, which all night long 
Had roused the sea, now with hoarse cadence IdH 
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Bnfuing men o'enratcb'd, whsM buk bj dune*,- 

Or pinnace, aachorH in a ccaggj baj 

After the tempeot : Such applauae ww heard SOO 

Aa Humnon ended, and hia Bentence pleawcE, 

Advinng peace : foi such anoUiec field 

Tliej dieuled worae than Hell ; so mosh the feai 

Of thunder end the sword of Miclufil 

Wiongbt still within them } '"^ r" '"" ■^— '~-1 &9S 

To fonnd thie nether empire, wfaieh might riae I 

ii pniii-Y, ^„,i i»..fT rnnk' ?*' War j 

In emulation onnnBilii to Hnayg n. — JiVl 

wn-h ^i.^ p-j^]j-h-t. J. — Tj ^g^ lAom / 

Bitan aicept none higher sat, with gtsTa 300 

Aq)^t be torn, and in his linng wein'd 
A jnllar of atcte ; deep on hie front engraTen 
Detiheiation rat, and public care ; 
Ami princol; counsel in bis face jet shone, 
Majentic^ tbougb in ruin ; sa^ he itood 30E 

With Atlantoan shoulders fit to bars 
The weight of laightiea^ j^onaicbief ; hts look 
Drew audience and attention Btiil as night 
Or rammer's noontide air, while thos he spake. 
"Tbronea and Imperial Powers, OfiBprinK of He«Ten, 
Ethereal Yirtuee ! or these title's now Sll 

Miut we renonnce, and, changing stjle, be callM 
Pnnces of Hell ! for eo the popular voU 
Inclmes, here to coatlniie, and build up here 
A glowing empire ; doubtless '■ while we dream, 31S 
And know not that the King of Heaven hath doom'd 
This place our dungeon ; not onr safe retreat 
Bejond big potent arm, to live exempt 
EWn Heaven's high jurisdictien, in new leafiw 
Banded against hia throne, bat to remain 380 

In strictest bondage, thoogh thus far removed 
Under the inevitable curb, reoerved 
His captive multitade : For he, be mn 
In height or depth, still first and last will reign 
Sale king, and of hii ki^doin toss no part 3K 
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Bj onr rerott ; but orar Hall eztend 

Hu eiDfuie, oud with iron aceptra role 

Ut here, aa with hi< golden those in Heaven. 

What ait we then prcjecting peace soJ wax i 

War hath detanuined ua, and Foil'd with loM 3N 

lirepaiable ; terms of peace jei none 

Vmichufad oi sought ; for what peace will be ^ren 

To lu enalaTBd, but cnatodj severe, 

And atripes, and arbitrary punidimaiit 

Inflicted r and what peace can we letnni, 9>E 

But to out power hoatility and hate. 

Untamed relnclance, ajid revenge though alow, 

Tet ever plotting how the conqueroc least 

Haj leap his conquest, and may least rejaice 

In doing what we most in nSenng feel I 34B 

Noi will occasion wont, nor ahall vre na»d 

With dangeroua expedition to invade 

Heaven, whose high vralltffeai no aasanlt nor aiegt 

Or ambush from the deep. What if we find 

Some easier enterprise P There is a place 

(If ancient and prophetic fune in Vtleaven 

Err not,) another world, the hippy seat 

Of mm i iB new tace eall 'd Man, about thia time 

To be created liKc tolls, though less 

In power and excellence, but &vour'd more 

Of Him who rulea above ; ao was his will 

Pronounced among the Gods, and by an oath, 

That shook Heaven's whole oircnmference, cooSzt 

Thither let ua bend all ooi thoughts, to learn 

What craaturea there inhabit, of what mould, 

Or substanoe, how endued, and what their power 

And where their weaknen, how attempted best, 

By fbrce or subtlety. Thongh Heaven be dnit, 

And Heaven'i high Arbitrator sit aecure 

Ja his own rtrength, this place may lie e^xMed, 

The atmoet border of his kingdom, lefl 

To tbnr defence who hold it : Here perh^a 

Boma admntageoos act m^ be ochiend 
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Bj Bndden oiuM ; either with Hell fin 
To waste his whole creation, or posseu SOB 

All ai our own, and drive, as we were drlTen, 
The puny hKbiUnta ; or, if not drive, 
Seduce Ihem to our partj, that their God 
May prove their foe, and with repenting huid 
Abolish biR own works. Tlua wot' ]-' anTpjaa 370 

C ommon reven ge, and interrupt his joy 
Id oai confiioion, and ooi joy npnuBO 
In hii diatmbance ; when his darling sons, 
Hurl'd headlong to partake with mi, ahall c<trM 
Their Ihul origiiul, and fl^ed bliss, 375 

Faded eo booq. Advise, if this be worth 
Attempting, or to sit in darkness here 
Hatching vain empires. Thna Beeliebi^ 
' Pleaded his devilish counsel, first devised 
: Bj Satan, and in part proposed : For whence, 380 
, But Iron Iho author i^ all ill, could spring 

So deep amalioe, to coiklbund the race 
. Of mankind in one root, and Earth witli Bell 
i To mingle and involve, done all to spite 
, The great Creator ? But their spite sUU aerVM 3SG 
' His glor; to augment. The bold design 
' Pleased higli]}' those infernal States, and joj 
) E^Mi-kled in all their eyes ; with fiill assent 
1 They vote : whereat his speech he thus renews . 

Well have ;a judged, well ended long debate, 3W 
[ Synod of Gods 1 and, like to wlmt ye are, 
^. Great things resolved, which, from the lowest deep. 

Will once more Uft us np, in s^ite of &te, 
; Nearer our arkcieot seat ; perhaps in view [amu 

..' Of those bright confines, whence, with neighbouring 
' And opportune excuruon, we may chance 396 

Reenter Heaven ; or else in some mild zone 
Dwell, not unvisited of Heaven's fair light, 
I Secure ; and at the brightening orient beam 
^ Purge off this gloom : the >att delicious air, 400 

I To heal the scat of these corroaive firw. 
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Bludl b^tba her balm. Bu t firat whom duJl w«jw 4 

In aeuch of thu new nerld i wtoJII saul we find ^ 

Sufficient i' who ilieU tempt witli wanderiDg feit 

The dtuk ui^ttoia'd infinite ubyn, 

And through the p ^paJtlo obsciirfl 6nd out 

Ilia uncouth way, "or spreaii hia aarj flight 

Upborne with indefatigable wings 

Over the vast abrupf , ere he arrive 

The h»ppy«le fwhst atrength, what ut can \1 

Suffice, or what evasion bear him sofa 

Through the atiict santeries and stations thick 

Of Angela patching round ? Here he bad need 

All ciicuuuipection ; and we now no legs 

Choice in our aufiroge ; for on whom we send, 

The weight of aJl, and our lost hops, celies. 

This said he aa,t ; and expectation held 
Hia look suapenaa, awaiting who appear'd 
To Becood, or oppoee, or undartako ~ 

The perilaua attempt ; but all sat mute, 49 

Poftderlng the danger with deep thought ; and each 
In other's countenance read hia own diamaj, 
Asloniah'd : None among the choice and piimo 
Of those hearen-warring champions ooold be iband 
So hardj as to prolFer or accept, ^ 

Alone, the dreadflil voyage ; till at laat 
Satan, whom now transcendent glory raised 
Above hia IbIIowb, with monarchal pride, 
Conacioua of hlgheat worth, unmoved thus spake: 

O Progeny of Heaven, empyreal Thionea! * 
With reason hath deep aUeiice and demur 
Seiied us, thongh undlsmay'd : Long is the w»yt 
And hard, that out of Hell leads up to light ; 
Our priaon strong ; tkia huge coQvai of fire, 
Outrageona to devaiir, immnres na ronnd * 

ninefold ; and gatea of burning adamant, 
Barc'd over us, prohibit all egress. 
These pajs'd, if any paas, the void pnrfbuiid 
Of unoManttal Night receives him next 
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Wide gaping, and with utter loss of boing 440 

TlireH.t«nB him, plunged in that abortive gulf. 
Xf thenca he scape into whatever norld. 
Or unknown region, what leinailiB him lasa 
Than unhnown dangers and as hard escape ? 
Bnt I should ill become tiiia throne, O Peers, 445 

And Hub imperial sov'reignty, adorn'd 
With eplendour, arm'd with power, if aught proposed 
And juiiged of public moment, in the shape 
Of difficulty or danger could deter 
Mfl &om attempting. Whsreibre do I assume 450 
These cojaltioB, and not refuse to reign, 
RefuBtng to accept as great a share 
Of hazard as of honour, due alike 
To him who reigne, and so much to him due 
Of hazard more, as he above the rest 455 

High hoDonr'd sits ? Go, therefore, mighty Powers, 
Terror of Heaven, though fallen ! intend at home, 
While here sliall be our home, what best ma; ease 
The present misery, and render Hell 
More tolerable ; if there be cure or charm 460 

To Toapite, or deceive, or slaoli the pain 
Of this ill mansion : internet no watch 
Against 8 wakeful Foe, while 1 abroad 
Through all the coaEts of dark deBtracIioti seek 
Deliverance for us all ;' Tliis enterprise 466 

None shall partake with me. Thus saying lese 
The Monarch, and prevented aJl reply ; 
Prudent, lest, from his reaohition raised, 
Others among the chief might offer now 
(Certain to be refused) what erat they fear'd ; 470 
And, BO refused, might in opinion stand 
His rivals ; winning cheap the liigh repute 
Which he through hazard huge must earn. Bat Ihej 
Dreaded not more the adventure than his voice 
Forbidding ; and at once with him they row: 47S 

Their rlrang all at once was as the sointd 
Of thunder heard remote. Towards him thar boii 
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With awful reverence prone ; snd oa a God 

Eztol }•<"• Dqual to tho Highoat in Heaven : 

Not &i!'d the; to BxprcBs liow much they praJBbJ ISO 

That for ths gnnernl safely he dospised 

His own : For neitlior do tlio Spirits dunn'd 

Loee a!l their virtue ; lost bad meti should boast 

Their Bpecious deeds on earth, which glory ezcitea. 

Or close Bjobition, vaniish'd o'er with zeat. 4S& 

ThuB tliey tlieir doubtful conBullations dark 

Ended, rejoicing in their matchless Chief: 

As when from mountain tops tlie dusky clouds 

Ascending, while the north wind sleeps, o'erapiead 

Heaven's cheerful face, tlie lowering elomeot 490 

Scowls o'er the darken'd landscape snow or shower; 

If chance-the radiant sun with farewell sweet 

Eitend his evening beam, the fields revive. 

The birds their notes renew, and bleating herds 

Attest their joy, tliat hiU and valley ring. 495 

O shame to men ! Devil with Devil damn'd 

Firm concord holds; men only disagree 

Of creatures rational, though under hope 

Of heavenly grace : and, God proclaiming peace, 

Tet live in hatred, enmity, and strjie 500 

Among thernselvea, and levy cruel wars. 

Wasting the earth, each other to destroy : 

As if (which might mduce ua to accord) 

.Man had not hellisli foes enow besides, 

That, day and night, for his destruction wait. SOS 

The Stygian council thus dissolved; and forth 
In order came the grand infernal -Peers : 
Midst came their mighty Paramount, and seem'd 
Alone the Antagonist of Heaven, nor less 
Than Hell'o dread Emperor, with pomp sopram* 510 
And Godlike imitated state : him round 
A globa of fiery Seraphim enclosed 
HVlth bright emblazonry and horrent arms. 
Then of their Besston ended thej bid cry 
With tnunpeti' regal sound the great result : 516 
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Toward the four wmda four speedj Cherafaim 
Put to thslr moutliB the Bounding alchem}', 
B; herald'a voice cxplgin'd ; the hollow abjBS 
Heard hi and wide, and all the hoat of Hell 
With deniening shout roturn'd t^om loud acclBim. 520 
Thence more at case tbeii minds, and somewhat raised 
By jalaa pceauniptuoua liope, the ranged Powers 
Disband ; and, wandering, each his aeTcral way 
Pursues, as inclination or sad choice 
Leads bim perplei'd, where he may Itkelieal find && 
Truce to his resllBSB Ihoughta, and entertain 
Ths irkHomo hours till hia great Chief return. 
Pari on the pidn, or in the air sublime, 
Upon tlie wing, or in swift race contend, 
As at the Olympian games or Fj'thian fioldE ; 630 

Part curb their 6ery steeds, or ahun the goal 
With rapid wheels, or fronted brigades form. 
As when, to warn proud cities, war appears 
Va^ed in the troubled shy, and armies rush 
To battle in tbe clouds, before each van 535 

Priek forth the aery luiighls, and couch their apaara 
Till thickest legions close ; with feats of arm* 
Prom either end of Heaven the welkin bom*. 
Others, with vast Typhican rage more fell. 
Rend up both rocks and hills, and ride the air MO 
In whirlwind ; Hell scarce holds the wild UpTOai. 
As when Alcides, from CEclialia crown'd 
With conquest, felt the envenom'd robe, and tOT« 
Through pain up by the roots Thessalian plnea ; 
And Lichaa from the top of CEta. threw 64S 

Into the Fuboic sea. Others more mild. 
Retreated in a silent valley, sing 
With notes angelical to many a harp 
Their own heroic deeds and hapless fall 
■ By doom of battle ; and complain that falejjrs. 560 
Free virtue should entliral to force or cbancu> J 
Their son^ was partial ; but the harmony 
(Wbat could it lew whon spirits immoital sing !) 
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d Hell, and took with r&vuhment 
The thronging audience. In diecourBe more Bwee 
(For eloquence the soul, aong charms the sease,) 
Others ■.port Hat on a hill lotired, 
In thoughts mora elov&to, Bjid reason'd high 
Of piovidence, foreknowledge, will,uid &tei 
Fii'd &te, ftee will, foreknowledge abaolute ; 
And foond no end, in wanderings mazes lost. 
Of good and evil much they aigued then.' 

Of happiijf M^A.^^w'Jlil^/T^ 
PaaaipDjLod a path» ,T.nd glorj- and shame ; 
Vain wiadoniaU, imd falao philosophy ', 
Yet, with a pleasing sorcery, could charm 
Pain for a while or angiush, and exito 
FaUataouB hope, or arm the cbdurcd breast 
With stubborn patience, as with triple ste^ jj 
Another part, in s quad rona and gross bands. 
On bold adventure to discoTsr wide 
That dismal world, If any dime perhaps 
Might yield them easier habitation, bend 
Four ways theii flying march, along the banks 
Of four infernal rivets that disgorge 
Into the burning lake their baiefol Btroaraa ; 
Abhorred Stjx, the flood of deadly hale ; 
Sod Acheron, of sorrow, black and deep ; 
CocytuB, named of lamentation loud 
Heard on the rneful stream ; lierce Phlegethon, J 
Whose waves of torrent Are inflame with rage. 
Far off from these, a slow and silent stream, 
Lethe, the river of oblivion, roHs 
Her watery labyrinth, whereof who drinks 
Fotthwilli his fonner etate and being forgets, 1 
Forgets both joy and grief, pleasure and pain- 
Beyond this Sood a frozen continent 
LiM dark and wild, beat with perpetual storms 
Of whirlwind and diie hail, which on £rm land 
Thaws not, but gathers heap, and ruin seems ( 

XM" aneient pile ; or olse deep enow and ice. 
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A gulf pToToiind, as that Serbonian bog 
Betnrixt Daminta nnd mount Casius old, 
Wliere amues wholo have sunk ; The parching ajr 
BainH frore, and oold perRinnB tlic eg'cct of fire. 595 
Thither by harpy-footed furies haled, 
At certain revolutiona, all the danin'd 
Are brought ) and feel by turns the bitter change 
Of fierce eitremea, entremes by change more fiorcB, 
From beds of raging Ere, to alarve in ice COO 

Their sofl ethereal trarmth, and there to pine 
Immovable, inliK'd, and frozen round, 
Periods of time, thenco hurried back to Jro. 
They ferry oTer this Lclhoan eeund 
IJoth to and fro, their Borraw to augment, 60& 

And wUh and struggle, as they pass, to reach 
The tempting stream, with one small drop to low 
In sweet forgetfulness nil pain and woe. 
All in one moment, and go near the brink ; 
But fate withatanda, and to oppose the attempt 610 
Medusa with Gorgoniou terror guards 
The ford, and of itself tho water flies 
All taste of living wight, as once it fled 
The lip of TantnJua. Thua roving on 
In confused march forlorn, the adventurous bandi, 6Ii 
With ehoddering horror pale, and oyea aghast, 
View'd first their lamentable lot, and found 
No rest : through many a dark and drear; vale 
They pass'd, and many a region dolorous. 
O'er many a frozen, many a fiery Alp, 6Sfl 

Rocks, caves, lid<ea,fens,boga, dona, and shades of dettb, 
A universe of death : which God by curse 
Created evil, for evil only good ; 
Where all life dies, death lives, and nature hreedi, 
Perverae, all monstrous, all prodigions things, ( H 
Abominable, inutterablo, and worse - ' 

Tban fables yet have folgn'd, or {eir conaerm - 
Gorgons, and Hydras, and Chimeras dire. 
Meanwhile the adversary of God and Mn 
i- 
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Battn, with thoughts inflamed ofiughen dengn, 630 

Fnti on rmtl wings, and towarda the gatea of Hell 

E^loras his Boliiaiy flight : BometimeH 

He Bcoim the liffht hand const, Bometimea the left ; 

How thaveB with level wing the deop, then soars 

Up to the fierj concave towering high. 635 

Ai when fai ofi' at sea a fleet deicried 

Hangs on the clouds, bj equinoctial winds 

doss Boiling ftom Bengda, or the isles 

Of Temate sjid Tidore, whence merchants bring 

Their ipic; drugs ; they, on the trading flood, 640 

Through the wide Ethiopian to the Cape, 

Ply Btemming nightly toward the pole : so seem'd 

Far ofl'the flying Fiend. At liist appear 

Hell bonnds, high reaching to the horrid roof, 

And Uiiice thieeiold the gates ; three folds were brass. 

Three iron, three of adamantine rock &1G 

Impenetrable, impaled with circling fiie, 

Tet uncoQEumed. Before the gitea there sat. 

On either tude a formidable shape : 

The one aeera'd woman to the waist, and Mr ; 650 

But ended foul in many a scaly fold 

V<dnininouB sjid vast j a serpent arm'd 

With mortal sling : About hor middle rennd 

A cry of Hellhounds never ceeeing baik'd 

With wide Cerborian mouths full loud, and rung 655 

A hideous petJ ; yet, when they Ust, would creep. 

If aught distuib'd tbeii noise, into her womb. 

And kennel there ; yet there still bark'd and bowi'd. 

Within, nnseen. Fai less abhorr'd than theae 

Vez'd Boylla, bathing in the sea that parts 600 

Calabria &om the hoarse Trinacrian shore ; 

Nor DgUer follow the night hag, when, call'd 

In seeret, riding thiongh the air she comes, 

Lnrad with the smell of in&nt blood, to danae 

With L^dand witches, while the labouring moon 66G 

EeliptH at their channB. The other ah^e, 

If ihaiM it might be call'd that abap? had nop* 
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Diatm^taiibaitlo in inembor, joint, or limb ; 
Or Bubstanco might be caU'd tha.1, shadow Boem'd, 
For oach BBem'd dilhor ; black it stood u Night, 670 
Fierce an t«n PutisB, terrible as Hell, 
And shook & dreadfiil dart ; what weni'd bii hoad 
The likeoew of a kinglj crown Itad on. 
Satan was now at hand, and fiom hia aeat 

IThe moDBter moving onwacd cams as fast 075 

'With horrid strides ; Hell trembled as he strode. 
The andannted Fiend what this might be admired; 
r Admired, not teac'd ; Ood and his Son except, 
[ Created thing naught valued he, nor shunn'd ; 
I And with disdunful look thus first began : 680 

\ 'Whence and what art thou, execrable sbtqm '. 
Thai dorest, though grim and terrible, advance 
j Thy miscreated front athwart my way. 
[ To yonder gates P through them I moan to pan, 
' That be aasured, without leaye ask'd of thee : 666 

! Retire or taste th; folly ; and learn by proof, 

! Hall-born ! not to contend, wjth Spirits of heaven. 
To whom thf(^lJTiT^f^f wrath replied: 
f Art thou that Traitor- Angel, ait thon Ho 

[Who iirat broke peace in Heaven, and faith, till then 
Unbroken ; and in proud icbeHious aruis 691 

Drew after him the third part of Heaven's sane 
Conjlired against the Highest ; for which both tlion 
I And thej, outcast from God, are here condomn'd 

fTo waste eternal days in woe and pain P , 695 

And i«ckon'st thou thyself with Spirits of Heaven, 
Hell-doom'd ! and breatbest defiance here and scorn, 
I Where I reign kijg ; and, to enrage thee more, 
Thy king aikd lord i Back to thj punishment, 
False ftigitive ! and to thy speed add wings ; 700 

Lest with a whip of scorpions I pniBoe 
' Thj lingering ; or with one stroke of this dart 
I Sbsnge horror seiie thee, and pangs imiUt beflu*. 
Bo spake the grisly Terror, and In shape. 
So speaking and so threatening, grew tanfUd • 709 
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More drendflil and deform. On the othei Bide, 

Incensed with indignation, Sittaa stood 

Unterriiied ; and like a. comet bucn'd. 

That firea the length of Ophiuclius huge 

In the uctic eky, and from his horrid haic 710 

Shakes pestilence and war. Each at the head 

Level'd his deadly aim > their &tal hands 

No second stroke intend ) and sach a frown 

Each cast at th' other, ae when two black clouda, 

With Heaven'e oiliUery fraught, ctiine rattling on 715 

Over the Caspian ; then stand front to front, 

Hovering a space, till winds the signal blow 

To join their dark encounter in mid air : 

So fiown'd the mighty combatanla that Hell 

Grew darker at their fron-n : so match'd they Stood } 

For never but once more was either like 721 

To meet so groat a foe : And now great deeda 

Had been achieved, whereof all Hell had rung, 

Had not the snaky Sorceress that sat 

Fast by Hell-giile, and kept the fatal key, 72S 

Risen, and with hideous outcry rosh'd between. 

O Father ! what Intends thy hand, she cried. 
Against thy only Son ? What fury, O Son ! 
Posaeases Ihee to bend that mortal dart 
Against thy father's head .' and know'st for whom ; 
For iiim who sits above, and laughs the while 731 

At thee ordaln'd his drudge ; to execute 
Whate'er his wrath, which he colls jnstlce, bids ? 
His wrath, which one day will destroy je both ! 

She spake, and at her ivords the hellish Peat 735 
Forbore ; then these to her Satan return'd : 

So Birange thy outcry, an<f thy words so atronge 
Thou interpose St, that my sudden hand, 
Prevented, spares to lei! thee yet by deeds 
What it intends i till first I knoiv of thee 7« 

What thing thou art, thus douhle-form'd ; and why, 
In this infernal vale Riat met, thou call'sC 
Mo Father, and that phantasm call'et my Son : 



\ 
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I know thee nol, nor evet saw till now 

Sigbt more detestable than him and thee. 7 

To whom thus the Portress of Hell-gata lepliad : 
I Hut thou forgot me then, and do 1 seem 
; Now in thine oje so fool ? once deem'd bo fitii 

In Hearen, when at the aesemblj, and in mght 

Of all the SentpMm with thee combined TI 

' In bold coiupirscy a^^aiust Heaven's King, 

All on a sudden miserable pain 

8i;Tpriaed thee, dim thine eyes, and dizzf swam 
' In darkness, while thj head ilamea thick and fast 
r Threw forth ; till, on the lofl side opening wide, 7f 
,' Likest to thee in shape and countenance bright 

Then shining heavenlj lair, a goddess arm'd, 
I Ont of thy head I sprang ; Amaiement seized 
i All the host of Heaven ; back the; recoil'd afraid 
I At first, and call'd me Sin, and for a sign 7( 

: Portentous held me ; bat, familiar grown, 
[ I pleaaed, and with attractive graces won 
I The most averse, thee chiefly, who full oft 

Thyself in me thy perfect image viewing 

IBecamest enamour'd ; and such joy thou took'st 7fl 
With me in secret that niy womb conceived 
A growing burden. Meanwhile war arose, 
And fields were fooght in Heaven ; Wherein remain' 
i(For what could else !) to our Almighty Foe 
Clear victory ; to our part loss and rout, 77 

Through all the empyrean ; down they fell 
Driven headlong from the pitch of Heaven, down 
I Into this deep ; and in the general fall 
[ I also ; at which time, this powerful key 
h Into my hand was given, with charge to keep 77 
These gales for ever shut, which none can pass 

iWithont my opening. Pensive here I sat 
Alone ; but long I sat not, till my womb 
Pregnant by thee, and now excessive grown, 
j Prodigious motion felt, and melu] throes. TO 

At last this odious offspring whom thou seest, 
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Thine o^n begotten, breaking violent way 

Tore through my entraila, (hat, with fear and paio 

DiBtorted, all laj nether shape thus grew 

Trmaforra'd : But he my inbred enemy 785 

Forth iesued, brajidiEhing liia fatal dajt 

Made to destroy '. T fled, and cried out Dc/ith ! 

Hell trembled at the hidboUE najno, and aigh'd 

Fiom all her caves, and back resounded Death ! 

I fled ; but he pursued (though more, it Baama, 700 

Inflainod with lust than rage,) and, swifter far. 

Me overtook, hie motlier, all dismay'd ; 

And, in emhracea forcible and foul 

Ingendering with mo, of that rape begot 

These yelling mouBters that witL ceaaeleBa cry 795 

Surround mo, as thou saw'st : hourly conceived 

And hourly born, with Borrow infinite 

To me ; for, when they list, into the woinb 

That bred them thej return, and howl and gnaw 

My bowcla, thoir repast ; then bursting forth 600 

Afresh with conacioua terrors ypi mo round. 

That rest'or intermisaion none I liud. 

Before mine eyes in opposition aits 

Grim Death, my son and foe ; who sets them on. 

And me his parent would full soon devour 805 

For want of other prey, but that he knows 

His end with mine involvnd ; and knows that I 

Should prove a bitter morael, ajid his bane. 

Whenever that shall be ; ao Fate pronounced. 

But thou, O Father ! I forewarn thee, shun 610 

His deadly arrow ; neither vainly hope 

To be invulnerable in those bright arms, 

Though tempcr'd heavenly ; for that mortal dint, 

8ave ho who reigna aboVD, none can reaist. 

She finiah'd ; and the subtle Fiend his lore 815 

Soon leam'd, now milder, and thua answer'd smooth 
Dear Daughter ! sinca thou claim'st roe for thy sir« 
And my fair son here show'st mo, (the dear pledge 
Of dalliance had with thee in Heaven, and joya 
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Then swool, now aad to montion, through dire change 
Bofallen us, unforeseen, onthought of) knoi^, 631 
I come no enemy, but to set free 
, From out this duk imd diamiil house of pain 
Both him luid thee, aod all the heaveolj boBt 
OF SpiritB, that, in our just pretences arm'd, 825 

Fell with us frora on high : Prom them I go 
. This uncouth errand sole ; and one for all 

Myself eiposa, with lonely eleps to tread 
, The nnfonnded deep, and through the void immense 
( To search with wandering quest a place foretold 831 
'• Should be, and, by concurring signs, ere now 
' Created Fast and round, a place of bliss 

In the purlieus of Heaven, and therein placed 
[ A race of upstart creatures, to supply 
' Perhaps oui vacant room ; though more removed, 631 
I Lest Heaven, surcharged with potent nmltitode. 
Might hap to move new broils. Bo thia or aught 
' Than this more secret now designed, I haste 
. To know ; and, this once known, shall soon ratom, 
' And bring ya to the plaeo where Thou and Death 6^ 

I Shall dwell at ease, and up and down unseen 
Wing silently the buxom air, embalm'd 
With odours ; there ye shaU be fed and fiil'd 
[mmeaBurably, all things shall be your prey. 

I He ceased, for bothseem'd highly pleased i and Death 
Grinn'd horrible a ghastly smile, to hear 846 

His famine should be fiil'd; and bless'd Ids maw 
Destined to that good hour : No less rejoiced 
I His mother bad, and thus bespcke her sire : 
' The key of this infernal pit by doe, 650 

' And by command of Heaven's atl-powerful King, 

I keep ; by him forbidden to unlock 
, These adamantine gates; agunst all foice 
I Death ready stands to interpose his dart, 

Fearlen to be o'ermateh d by living might 666 

fiat what owe 1 to his commands aboTa 
I Who hates me, and bath hither thrust me down 
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Into this gloom of Taitarus profound, 

To ait in liateful oCGce here confined. 

Inhabitant of Heaven, imd heavenly bam, SCO 

Here in perpetual agonj and poin, 

With teirorB and with clamours compass'd round 

Of mine own brood, that on lUj boweU feed ? 

Thou art mj father, thou my author, thou 

My being gaveat loe ; whom should 1 obey 86G 

But theo ? whom follow ? thou wilt bring me soon 

To that new world of light and bliss, among 

The gods who live at ease, where I shall reign 

At thy light hand voluptuous, as bcscema 

Thy daughter and thy darling, without emj. 870 

p"ThS!Baying, from her side tho fatal key, 

I Sad instrument of nil oui woe, she took; 

I And, toward the gate rolling her bestial trains 
Forthwith the huge portcullis high updcB^,..,_^ 

__;Whlch butieiaoltjiotall '''^jEUiaiflJ? ""S" 8J5 
'' Could once have moved 7'tBcff "in IHe keyhole turns 

Tho intricate wards, and every bolt and bar 
■■ . Of roassy iron or solid rock with ease 
^'^ Unfastens : On a sudden open fly 
' With impetuous recoil and jaring Bound 680 

The infernal doors, and on their hinges grat^ 
Hareh thunder, that the lowest bottom shook 
^ Qf J^tato - She open'd, but to shut 

. EzrelI'd het powef ; the gales wide open stood, 
That with extendsd wings a banner'd host, 88S 

Under spread ensigns, inarohing-, might pass throngb 
With horSB and chariots rank'd in loose array ■ 
So wide they stood, and like a fuma<?a mouth 
Cost forth redounding smbke and ruddy Qame. 
Before their eyes in sudden view appear S90 

The secrets of the hoary deep ; a dark 
Illimitable ocean, without bound, 
Vnthout dimension ; where length, breadth, and heigbt, 
And time, itnd place are lost ; where eldest Ifight 

. And ChMS, UKMstors of Nature, bold ^ 
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£t«tBBl uiU'clij, Bjnidst the noise 
Of endless wars, and by confusion stand. 
For hot, c^M, moist, and diy ^ foaj; jlmn^ifs figrcB. 
StiivB here for niaDtcry, and to battle bring 
Their embiyon^atgniB ; they around Ihe flag 900 

Of each tETSctimi7in thoir veveral clang, 
I.i([ht arm'd or heary, sharp, smooth, swift, ta dow, 
Swonn populous, unniunber'd as the sands 
or Barca or Crreno'a torrid soU, 

LevKd to side with warring winds, and poise 906 

' Their lighter wings. To wliora these most (tdhere, 
i Ho rales a moment : Chaos umpire sits, 
I And bj decision more embroils the fray. 
By which he loigna : Next him, high arbiter, 
ChnnoB governs aU. Into this wild abyss, 910 

I The womb of Nature and perhaps her grave, 
[ Of neither sea, nor shore, nor ur, nor fire. 

But all these in their prtgnant cauees miz'd 
f Confoaedly, and which thus must ever fight, 

I Unless the Almighty Maker them ordain 91S 

His dark materidls to create more worlds ; 
^ Into thifl wild abyss the wary Fiend 
i Stood on the brink of Hell, and look'd awhUe, 
\ Pondering Ilia vcyage ) for no nayow p-'th 
' Hb Had iT erosB/ Nor was hia eiTleBs" peiii'd 92(1 

WHii "rlMIH TdUfi and ruinous (to compare 
I Great thmgs with small] tlian when Bellona stomu, 
I With all her battering engines bent to ram "' ' 

L Somo capital city ; or leas than iftSlaftame 
. OrHeaTenwerafiLlling,ai^d those elomants 92E 

' In mutiny had from her axle torn 
I . The iteadfant earth. At lost hia sail-broaxl vans 
, Be Bpreada for flight, and in the surging emoke 
Uplifted spurns the gcoond ; thence man; a leagtM, 

' 1 a cloudy chair, ascending rides 99 

Audacious ; but, that seat soon failings meets 
A nst vaeoity : all unawares 
Fluttering bis pennons Tain, plumb down he drops 
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Ten tllaimtld fathom deep ; and to Ihifl honr 

Down hud been railing, hid not by ill chanca 93S 

Tlw itnmg rebuff of Miae tmooltuoiu cloud, 

Initinct with fire and nitie, htuTied him 

Ab many miles aloft : that foiy staid, 

Quench'd in a boggj SJniJ^ neither sea, 

Not good dry land : nigh founder'd on h« tkrea, 940 

Treading the crude coDsiBtence, half on fiKit, 

Half flying ; behovee him now both oai and sail. 

A> when a gryphon, through the wildemeN 

With winge'd coarse, o'er hill or moory dale 

FnrvaeB the Arimaspian, who by stealth 045 

Had from bia wakeful custody parloin'd 

The guarded gold : So eagerly the Fiend 

O'ei bog, or steep, through Btnut, reugb, dense, or TUe, 

With head, hands, wings, or feet, pnisuea his vta-j; 

And Bwims, or siukg, or wades, or creeps, or flies. 950 

At length a oniversal habbab wild 

Of stunning soonda and voicee all confused. 

Borne through the hollow dark, assaults his ear 

With loudest veheniBnoe ; thither he plies, ,\ ,>i 

Undaunted to moot there whatever Fewer ^^ I y 956 

Or Spirit of the nethermost abysfi . * ^ \ i 

'■ Might in that noJBH losidg^whom to ask . / ' 

Which way' tlie oa^rest coad of darkness lies \. 

Bordering on light ; wheq straight behold the throns 

_^^.. Of (^haoij and his dark pavilion spread 960 

^ WiQ^n the wastafijLdpBp ; wijh him entbimwd . 

" 'Satsablo-vSraifSigH eldegt ofthings, _ '' ■, 

The consort of his reign ; a£d by them ctood { <^ ^ 

" "-^ Orcus and Hades, and Uio*dreaded name . ■ \/ 

Of Demogorgon ; RuniDur next and ChanM, 96B 
And Tumult and Cgnfuaion all embioil'd, 
And Discord wjth a thousand vatioas movtlu. 

To whom Satan turning boldly, thus : Te Powms 
And Spirits of this nethermost abyss, 
Cbaaa and ancient NigUt ! I eonM no tpy, 9T0 

With purpose to eiqilore or to disttu^ . . 
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The Mciets of jonr realm ; but, b; constrBint 
TVandering this durfeBome desert, &a my wb-j 
' Xjies through jout spacious empire up to light. 
Alone, and without guide, half lost, I seek 976 

'What leadiest path leads vliqre your gloomy bomub 
Confine with Heaven; or if eome other plaae. 
From your dominion won, the ethereal King 
Posseaees lately, thither to aniTO 
J tr&Tol this profomid j direct mj course ; 980 

Directed, no mean recompense it brings 
To your behoof; if I that legion lost, 
All nfrnrpation thence eipell'd, radnce 
Vo her'nrigmal dartnesB, and your Sway ^ 

(Which is my present joumej,) and once more 966 
Erect the standard there of ancient Night ; 
Tonrs be the advantage all, mine the revenge ! 
Thus Satan ; and him thus the Anarch old. 
With faltering speech and visage inoompOBsd, 
Answer'd : I know thco, stranger, who thon art, 990 
That mighty leading Angel, who of lata 
Made head against Heaven's King, thoagh orerthrown 
I saw and heard ; for such a numerons bort 
Fled not in silence through the frighted daep, 
With ruin upon ruin, ront on rout, 995 

CmfoKoo worse confounded ; and Heaven galM 
Ponr'd out by milliooa her victorious bands 
Fursuing. I upon my frontiers here 
Eoep resiileiico ; if all I can will serve 
That little which is lefl so to defend, 1000 

Encroach'd on still through your intestine broils 
Wetkening the Meptre of old Night: lirst Hell, 
Tom dungeon, stretching far and wide beneath ; 
Now lately Heaven, and Garth, another tcorld, 
Hung o'er my realm, link'd in a golden chain 1006 
To that side Heaven from whence your lemons fell : 
If that way be your walk, you have not far ; 

So much the nearer danger ; go, and speed '. 

Havoc, and spoil, and ruin are my gun. 
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He ceued ; uid Sutan staid not to repl; ; 1010 

But, glttd that cow his sea should find it ahore. 
With fieeh alacrity, and force renew'd, 
SpringB upward, like a pyramid of fire. 
Into the wide oxpanse ; and, through the shock 
Of fighting elements, on all sides round 11)16 

Enniron'd, wins his way ; harder beset 
And more endangcr'd than when Argo pass'd 
Through BosporuB, bet wilt the justling rocks: 
Or when Ulysaos on the larboard ahunn'd 
Ch»rybdi8, and by the other whirlpool stear'd. 1020 

CBo he with difficolty and laboiir hard . 

Moved on 1 witlT difficulty and labour he P 'l '^ ^^^ tOm 
But, he once jiasa'd, soon after, when man 'ell. 
Strange alteration! Sin and Death amain 
FoUoaii ng hjg track , siicn Was llie will of Heftvon, 
Paved after hlift i broad and beaten way 1086 

Over the dafk abyss, whose boiling guif 
Tamely endured a bridge of wondrous length. 
From Hell continued, reaching the utmost orb 
Of this frail world ; by which the Spirits perrorsa 
With easy intercourse pass to and fro 1031 

To tempt or punish mortals, oicept whom 
God and good Angels guard bj special grace. 
But now at last the eacrod influence 
Of light appears, and from the walls of HeaTen 1035 
Shoots far into the bosom of dim night 
A glimmering dawn ; Here Nature first begins 
Her furthest verge, and Chaos to retire 
As &om her oatmost works a broken foe 
With tumult less, and with less hostile din ; IjMO 

That Satan with less toil, and now with ease, 
Wafts on ttie calmer wave by dubious light ; 
And, like a weather-beaten vessel, holds 
Gladly the port, though shrouds and tackle torn ; 
Or in the emptier waste, resembling air, 1045 

Weighs his spread wings, at loisore to behold 
Far off the empyreal Heaven, extended wide 
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Jn dicnit, undetermined Bqna.re or round, 
With opal towers and battlementa udom'il 
Of liTinf sapphire, once liis native seat; 1060 

And &st by, htmgin^ in a golden chun, 
This pendent world, in bigness aa a. atu 
Of smalleBt magoitQda cloaa \iy the moon. 
Thither, foil fraught with mischieroua revenga, 
Aoonraod, and in a qnTsed hom, he hies. 10G6 
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BOOK in. 

Sod, littini ma hii Ihioos, tma Situ fijin; lowardi thti HorU, 
tben Dei^rv cnUai ; tibowm him to the Sod, who ut at bii riihl 
hud ; fDKUIi (he BDCceM of Smun in poFyertio^mankiDd ; cloMi 
if! own iuilice miui wisdom frunn.ll impnlilion, hiving emt- 
•d Mui fiee, ind ablo onDu^h to blia withnood hil (rjopter; 

Bon of God londBn piaiiei to tail iVther for ihs nunifbttilioB 

piring to Godhead, >iid, iheiefoie, with nil hiipiogeni, devoted 
ID death, miiit die, nnlesi eome one can bo fouad lufficienl to 
iniwn for his olTaiMO, and undergo hia poniihnieilt. Tho Son 
*f God freely oflori broiffilf a ranaom for Han: TI<o Father <.c- 

Jfola to adore hini: Tliey oboy, uid hnnnlcg to their harpa in full 

alighii upon tlH hars convei of tUi wolM'a DUtermoat orb ; 
where wandering he Sttt Cnda a place, lines callod the Limbo of 
Vanity; What penone and Ihinga fly up thither; ThsncoeomM 

Ucs abort ll'ie fituTmoot'lhnl flow abom^t/Hi''|io'.'Me tho™ 



I :' fl^ijH"l{?,t m muDl Si^rtlot 



hiiL, holy Light, offBpcing of HeuTon firel-bom, 

Ot of' the Eternal coaternal beam, 

IVlay I eipresa thea unblamod ? einoe God is lighl, 

And nevei but in miapproacliod light 

Dwelt from Btamitj ; dwelt thon in thae, 

Bright efflnenca of bright essence increate 1 

Or hear'st thou rather, pure ethereal atream, 

Whoae fountain who shall teU ? Before the Bun, 

Before the Heavens thou wert, and at the VMM 

Of God, aa with a montla, didat inveat I 

The riwng world of waters dark and deep 

Won from the void and fbrmleBs iniinito. 
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Thee 1 levirit now with bolder wing, 
Eumped the Stj'gitui pool, though long detun'd 
1 In that obBcnie aojonrn, while in inj flight 1 

Through utter and through middle dorbnen borne, 
'' With other noUB than to the Oipliian lyre, 
I sung of Chaos Uid eternal Night ; 
Tattght b; the hearenly Mom to venture down 
The diu-k descent, and op to leascond, S 

Though hard and rare : thee I te yigit B afe. 
And feel thj sov'reign TitaJ lamp ; but thou 
Beviait'et not these eyas, lEai roll in vain 
, To find thy piercing r ayPSnTfind no d awn ; 
k So thick a drop BBrBneliath gnenck'd their orba, S 
I Or dim Bofflision vell'd. Yet not t he more 
i Cease 1 to wande c wher e the Muses h aunt 
f Oeir ^ring, or shady grove, or siinuy'lull, 
1 Smit witli the lovs of aaered song ; but chief 
I Thee, Sion, and the flowery brooks beneath, 3 

I' That waah'd thy haJlow'd feet, and warblmg flow, 
I JT'^hily [ Yjnit ; nor sometimes forget 

Thoae otiier two equal'd with me in &!«■, 
1^ So were I eqnal'd with them in renown '. 
I Blind Thamyris, and blind Mconides ; Ha i~n.^'<r-a 
' And Tiresia», and Phinens, prophets old : 
Then teed on thongbts, thst volasTuy move 
HaimoniooB numbers ; as the wakeful bird 
; Sings darlding, and in ahadiest covert hid 

Tones her nocturnal note. Thus with the year I 




r the book of b Lo<tledge.fMr 
f rSBButea with a univers al blaifk^ 
Of natures works, to me expunged and rased, 
And wisdom at one entrance quite shut out. 
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So mxuib the rather thou, cel«B(ia] Light^ 

Shine inwBid, and the mind through all hecpowara 

Tf Miliaf B : t.hiTB plant ayee, all nual fto:(i thaHW 

Purge and dispeiHi, that I maj see md tell 

Of things iciiaible ta mo rtal T B g h * ! , G5 

now hftd. the Almight; FD-thei from above, 
From the pure empTrean whore he eila 
High thtoned ahore all height, bent down his eje 
Hia own works and thair works at once to vinw : 
About hini all the SanctitiaB ofHcaven 60 

Stood thick as stars, and from his sight Teceived 
Beatitude past ntlerancer'oii his ri|rht 
The radiaDt image of his glory eat,- 
Hie onl; Son ; oa earth he first beheld 
Our two first parents, yet the only two M 

Of mankind in the happy garden placed, 
Reaping immortal fmita of joy and loTfl, 
Uainteirapted joy, unriysl'd love. 
In blissful solitude ; he then survey'd 
Hell and the gulf between, and Satan there . It 

Coaatiag the wall of Heaven on thiv side Night 
In the dun air sublime, and ready now 
' To stoop with wearied wings and willing feet, 
On the bare outside of this world, that seem'd 
Firm land imbosom^ without firmament, fS 

Uncertain which, in ocean or in air. 
Him Giod beholding from Ms prospect high, 
Wherein past, piraent, liituie be beholds. 
Thus to his only Son foreseeing spake : 

Only begotten Son, west then what ntge 8C 

Transports one Adversary ? whom no batmds 
Prescribed, no bars of Hell, nor all tho chains 
Heap'd on him there, nor yet the main abyss, 
Wide interrupt, canJiold ; so bent hs seema 
On desperate revenge, that shall ledound EC 

Upon his own rebellious head. And now, 
Thiongb «ll leetiaJnt broke Ioom, be wings bis <in.j 
Not far off Heaven, in the preoincta of light, 
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I Directly towaida the new created woild, 

I' And man tbere placed, with piupase to enay SO 

I If him bj force he can deBtioj, or, worse, 
Bj some Mee guile pervert ; and Bfaall pervert ; 
For man will hearken to big gloeeing lies, 
And ea«l7 truisgiess the sole command, 
fSole pledge of his obedience ; So will faU 36 

He and his faitblesa progeny : Whose fault? 
Whose but his own ? Ingrate, he had of me 
AtfflB'Muld KavrT'Tl^tlo.fjuJijuflt'lnS-nght, 
, SoiKcient to hare etood, though free to fiill.-i^ 

I AndSpiiitB, both them who stood, and them who iaii'd; 

' Freely they stood who stood, and fell who fell. 
Not free, what proof could they have given oncers 
Of true allegionco, constant faith, or loVB, 
Where only what they needs must do appeai'd, 106 
Not what they would.' whatpruse could they teceive' 
What pleasure I from such ebedience paid. 
When will and reason (reason also is choice) 
Ureleas and ™n, of freedom both despoil'd. 
Made passive both, had served necessity, 110 

Not me ? They thaiefore, a« to right belimg'd, 
So wero created, nor can justly accuse 
Their Maker, or their malting, or their fiite, 
As if prodostinaUon overruled 

Their will disposed by aliHolute decree I llli 

Or high foreknowledge ; thny the maelves decrg ^d 
Their own revolt, nol I ; nTlorokneWj 
Foreknowledge had no influenceoin their fault, 
WETcEKa h& less proved certain nnforeknoan. 
BITwithaut least impulse' or shadow of fate, 190 

Ur aught by me immutably foreseen. 
They trespass, authors to themselves in all 
Both what they judge and what they choose jfor so 
I furm'd them free ; and froe they must remain, ~" " 
Til_lJiei_ojiIJir5nK-«mB5ryEs-,"T"clS-mu8t cliiraga ISH 
Tlicir nature, anil revoke tlie higli decree 
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Unchuigeable, etainal, which ordain'd 
"nieir fresdom ; thoy thamaelves otdain'ddieirWl. 
The firet sort by (heir own suflecatLohlMlr 
UalFToS^cl, BBlf-dopived : Man f^lsj_decsited 130 
B y^thB n lTicTfirat ": Man lherclMes^ia]l_fiad grace, 

"Hip iijhpr nonn : In mercy an'^'Jiialico both," ,s^ 

TEiMgh Hoaven and Earth, bo shall my glory excel ; 
But irrrr", JiriLnTi'' '""'. shall brighteBt ahine. 

"rhus'wEiIeGodBpake, BjnbroBiaJ fragrance fiU'd 135 
All Heaven, and in the blessed Spiiits etest 
Bense of new joy ineffable difTused, 
Beyond compare the Son of God was seen 
Mom gloiioUB ; in him all his futhei ehone 
Snbatantially oxpresB'd ; and in his fece IW 

Divine otnapassion visibly appear'dj 
Lore without end, and without inBasaie grace ; 
WMoh, ttttering, thus he to his Father apake ; 

O Fatbar, gracious waa that word which dosed 144 
Thy aoT'reign acnlsnce, f.bitt ntiLn alimild find | p acc ; 
For which both Heaven and Earth shall high aitol 
Thy praises, with the innumerable Round 
Of hymns and sacred songa, wherewilli thy throne 
Encompass'd shall resound thee ever bless'd. 
For should Maik finally be lost ? should Man, 150 

Thy creatnre lata so loved, thy youngest aon, 
Fall larcumvant^d thus by fraud, though join'd 
With hia own folly ? That be frtan tbea tar, 
That tiir be Sum thae, Father, who art judge 
Of all thinga made, and judgeat cMly right. 165 

Or shall the Adversary thus obtain 
Hil end, and fruEtrate thine ! shall he Mfil 
His lualice, and thy goodness bring to nought ; 
Or proud retum, though to his heavier doom, 
Tet with revenge accomplish'd, and to Hell 100 

Draw after hira the whole race of mankind, 
By him corrnptod ? or wilt thou thyself 
Abolirti thy creation, and unmake 
For him, what for thy glory thou haat made I 
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So should tby goodnesg and tlly greatness both 
Be quesUon'd and blasphomed withoat defeooe. 

To whom the great Creator thus replied i 
O Son, in wltom mj soul hath chief delight, 
Son of my bosom. Son who art nlona 
My word, mj wisdom, and effectual might, 
All hsst thou spokan aa m; thoughts are, all 
Ab mj eternal purpoae hath decreed ; 
Man ^Bjl^' 11"'*" *" '"°fi *"" """?, ff^^^'°■" ; 
tet rio t (3will in ^ii", >"'* grapp in me 
Ftceiy v Qucuaaf ed ; once more I will renew 
IHS' lapsed powers, though forfeit, and eikthiall'd 
By sin to fool eiorbitant desires ; 
Upheld by ma, jot once more lie ahall stand 
On even ground against hia mortal foe ; 
By me upheld, that be may know how frail 
His fallen condition is, and to me owe 
All his deliverance, and to none but me. 
Some I have chosen of peculiar grace, 
Ulect above the lest ; so is my will : 
The rest shall hear me call, and oft be wam'd 
Theii ainful state, and to appease betimes 
The incensed Deity, while offer'd grace 
Invites ; for I will clear their senses dark. 
What may suffice, mid soilen stony hetitll 
To pray, repent, and bring obedience due. 
To prayer, repentance, and obedience due. 
Though but endaavour'd with sincere intent. 
Mine ear shall not be alow, mine eye not shot. 
^dJjgiJLplace within them as a {g)ije, 
B^^ pjTCQn^:Bn"ce^ whQin"^they wiU hew, : 
Light aliet light, well used, they ehall attain, 
And to the end, persisting safe arrive. 
This my long sufferance, and my day of grace. 
They who neglect and scorn shall never taste j 
But hard be huden'd, blind be blinded mora, i 

That they may atarobla on, and deeper Sdl i 
And noM hot such from mercy I exclude. 
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But ;et itll is not done ; Man diBobejing, 
Dislojal, breaks his fealty, and eint 
Agunst the high aupremac; of Heaven, SOS 

AB^Iing Godbeod ; and, bo losiiig nil, 
. To expiate his treason huth nought left, 
But to destruction sacred and devote. 
He with hig whole poateritj niUBt die i 
Die he or JuaticD must : unless for him 310 

Some othoF able, and as willing, pay 
The rigid satisfaction, death for death- 
Say, heavenly Powers, where Bhall wa find Boch lore? 
Which of ya will be mortal, to redeem 
Man'n mortal crime, and just the unjust to save ? 215 
Dwells in all Heaven charily so dear ? 

He ask'd, but all the heavenly choir stood mate, 
And silence was in Heaven : On Man's behalf 
Patron or intercessor none appear'd, 
Much leas that durst upon his own head draw SSO 

The deadly forfeitiore and ransom set. 
And now without redemption all mankind 
Must have been loa;, adjudged to Death and Hell 
B; doom severe, had not the Son of God, 
In whom the fulness dwells of love divine, 235 

His dearest mediation thus renew'd : 

Father, thy word is pasa'd, Mq e_Bhal i fi od grace ; 
And shall grace not find meane, that finds her wtf, 
"TDE' speediest of thy winged mesaongers, *~ — — 
To visit all thy creatures, and to all 230 

Comes unprevented, unimplored, unsought? 
Happy for Man, ao coming : he her aid 
Can never seek, once dead in aina, and lost ; 
Atonamant for himself, or offering meat, 
Indebted and imdone, hath none to bring ; S3& 

Behold me then : me for him, life for life 
I offer ; on me let thine anger fall ; 
Account me Man. I for his sake will lesvo 
Thy bosom, and this glory next to thee 
Fieely put ofij and for him lastly die 940 
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Well pleMsd i on me let Death wreak all tiis ngB ; ■ 
Under hii gloomy power I absl) not long 
Lie YanqtuBh'd ; thou hast given me to posaen 
Life in mjBalf for ever ; by thee I live, 
ThoDgh now to Death I yield, and am his doo 345 
All that of me can die ; yet, that debt paid, 
Thoa wilt not leave me in the iQathsoine grave 
Hie prey, not taSer my nnspotted aarH 
For ever with corruption there to dwell ; 
Bnt I shall rise victorious, and snbdua SSO 

My vanquisher, spoil'd of his vannted ■p<ul ; 
Death his death's wound then shall receive, and stoop 
InglorioDS, of |)is mortal sting disaim'd. 
J through the ample air in ttiniaph high 
Shall lead Hell captive, maugre Hell, and show 255 
The Powers of dorkoeBs bound. Thou, at the nght 
Pleased, out of Heaven abalt look down and smile ; 
"While, by thoe raiaed, I rain all my foes. 
Death last, and with bis caicasa glut the grave ; 
Then, with the multitude of my redeem'd, ^60 

Shall enter Heaven, long absent, and return, 
Father, to see thy face, wherein no cloud 
Of anger shall remain, but peace assured 
And reconcilement ; wrath shall be no more 
Thenceforth, but in thy presence joy entire. Stt 

His words hers ended, bnt his meek aspect 
Silent yet spate, and breathed immortal love 
To mortal men, above which only shone 
filial obedience : As a sacrifice 

Glad to be offer'd, he attends the will 270 

Of his ^reat Father. Admiration seized 
All Heaven, what this might mean, and whiUier tend, 
Wondering ; but soon the Almighty thus replied : 

O thoa in Heaven and Earth the only peace 
Found out for mankind under wrath ! O than S7& 
tSy sole complacence '. well thou knowW how dur 
To me are all my works, nor Man the leait, 
Though laat created ; that for Mm I spare 



>■ 
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. Him &111) my bosoin and eight hand, to Mn«, 
^ '"?*illfctb M T whilB tha nrhole race^lost. 380 

Thou, thereibre, whom thou onlj^nst redaem, 
I Their nature also to thy nature join ; 
^ * And be tbjoelf Man among men on earth, 
V >^ Made Seah, when time shall be, of Tirgia seed, 
> , Bj wondrous biith : Be thou in Adam'a room 38S 
^ \ The head of all mankind, though Adam's aon 
* V Ah in him perish all men, so in thee, 
y li As &om a second root, shill be restored 
\^ t^ As many as are restored, without thee none. 

^ His orime mskee guilty all his sons ; thy me^t, 990 
(*■' J Im putedj jhaJl abacJve^^^tfiia jdu),lBB5uiic9 

^ Mill' Tjwu both rlghteo ua andunrightBOUsJeeds, 
rv-i AnSTRriTiir iheo traaepl anted j an3 Irom thes 
N. RJjuwwuBW'CK: 'ydMiiTaBUmbatJiiBt, - 

Shall satiafy for Man, be judged and die, 396 

And i^ing liee, and rising with him lalse 
His biethien, ruisom'd with Mb own dear life. 
80 heayenlj loTe shal l ontdo hellish hate. 

So dearly to redeem what bellish hate 300 

Bo esMly destroy'd, and still deatroys 

In those who, when they may, accept not grace. 

Nor shall thou, by descending to assume 

Man's nature, lessen or degrade thine own. 

Because thou hast, though thioned in highest bliaa 106 

Equal to God, and equally enjoying 

Godlike &aitian, quitted sU, to save 

A world from utter loss, imd hast been finmd 

By merit more than birthright Son of Ood, 

Fonnd worthiest to be bo by being good, SU 

Tax mon than grea.t or high ; becansa in thee 

Lore bath aboundBd more than glory aboonds ; 

Therefore thy humiliation shall exalt 

Vfith thee thy manhood also to this throne ; 

Here dult then M ineamate, here shall reign SIS 

Botli Ood tad Man, Bon both of Ood and Man, 
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ADointed naiversal king- ; all power 
I give thee ; Teign for ever, and aamnw 
Thj merits ; under thee, ia bead lapreme, 
ThroneB, FcmcodcnDB, Fawtra, DomuiiotUP I TedoMi 
All knees to thee shajl bow, of tfaent th&t bide 381 
Id Heaven, or Earth, or tinder Earth in Hell. 
When thou, iittended glorious] j from HeaTen, 
Shalt in the sky appear, and from thee nnd 
The snmmoDing Aicbangela to proclaim 335 

Thf dread tribanal ; forthwith Uera all wind*, 
The IJTing, and forthwith the oited dead 
Of all past agea, to the general doom 
Shall hasten ; mch a peal ahall ronae their sleep- 
Then, all thy saints uuendiledj thoa alult jndga 330 
Bad Men »>d Angela ; thej, arraign'd, dull Wk 
Beneath thj aentence ; Hell, her numbers fiill, 
Tfaencefbith shall be for ever ihnt. Meanwhile 
The world shall born, and from her ashes spring 
New Heaven and Earth, wherein the just shall dwaD, 
And, aAer all their tribulations long, 336 

See golden days fruitful of golden deeds. 
With joy and love trinmpfaiog, and &ir truth. 
Then thoD thy regal sceptre sholt lay by, 
For regal seeptra then no more shall need, 340 

Ood lAall be all in all. But, aU ye Ooda, 
Adore biia, who to compass all this dies ; 
Adors the Son, and honour tainuaa me. 

No soonei had the Almighty ceased, but all 
The multitude of Angels, with a shout 345 

Loud as from numbers without nmnber, (weet 
As from bless'd Toices, uttering joy. Heaven rung 
With jnlnlee, and load Hosanna* fill'd 
The eternal regions : Lowly revesent 
Towards either throne they bow, and to the ground 
With solemn adoration down they cast 361 

Their orowns inwove vnth amarant and gtHA ; 
Immortal amarant, a fiower which once - ., 

[d raradiee, fast by the tree of life, 
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Begiui to bloom ; but soon for man's offence 3S6 

To HeaVBn ramoved, where firet it grew, there grom; 

And flowers aloft ihading the fount of life, 

Aitd where the rlTer of bliss thiouj^h midst of Heaven 

Rolls o'er Elysian flowers her amber strsam ; 

With these that never fade the Spirits elect 360 

Bind thair Teq>lendent locks inwreathed with beanu ; 

Now in loose garlands thick tblown off, the bright 

FaTement, that like a sea of jasper shone, 

Impmpled with celestial roses smiled. 

Then, CTOwn'dagBia, their golden harps the]rlo<J[, 36S ' 

Harps ever toned, that glittering b; their sida 

Like quivers hmig, and with preamble sweet 

Of charming sjmphonj thej introduce 

Their sacred song, and waken raptnrea high ; 

No voice exempt, do v<nce but well could join 370 

Melodious part, nich concord is in Heaven. 

Thee, Father, first they sung Omnipotent, 
Immutable, Inunortol, Infinite, 
Btemal King ; the Author of all being, 
Fountun of light, thyself invisible 275 

Amidst the glorious brightness where thou ut'st 
Throned inacoeseiblo, but when thon ahad'at 
The full blaze of thy beams, and, through a cloud 
Dtawn round about thoe like a radiant shiine. 
Dark with oicesairo bright thf skirts appear ; 380 
Tet dazzle Heaven, that brightest Seraphim 
Approach not, but with both wings veil thoir eyes. 
Thee next tbey sang of all creation first, 
Begotten Son, Divine Similitude, 
In wluwe eonqiionous countenance, without cloud 38a 
Made visible, the Almighty Father ahinest 
Whom else no creature can behold ; on thee 
Jmpress'd Uie eSulgence of his glory abides, 
Transfiistd on thee his ample Spirit rests. 
Ha Heaven of Haavens and all the Powen thereia 
Bj thee created ; and by thee threw down 301 

-----. xhou that day 
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Thy F^ther'a drwdful thunder didat not apoie, 

Not stop tliy flmning chariot wheels, thitt ahook 

H««tbq'b evarlaaling frame, while o'ec the necks 395 

Tliou diovest of wuriug Angels disuraj'd. 

Back &om pursuit thy Powers with loud acclaim 

Xhee only eitoll'd, Sod of thy Father's might, 

Xo execute fierce vengeance on hie foes. 

Not BO on Man : Him through their (Ualica fallsn, 400 

Father of mercy anil grace, thou didat not doom 

So Btrictly, but much more to pity incline : 

No aooaei did thy dear and only Son 

Perceive thee purposed not to doom frail Man 

So Btrictly, but much more to pity inclined, 4(fi 

He to appeaae thy wrath, and end the Etrifa 

Of Dun-cy end justice in thy lice diBOem'd, 

RegaidleSB of tho bliss whetoin be aat 

Secopl to thee, offbr'd himself to die 

For Man's ofience. O unexampled love, 410 

Love no wbeie to be found less than Divine ! 

Hail, Son of God, Saviour of Men I Thy nasia 

Shall be the copious matter of my song 

Hanceforlh, and oever shall my heart thy praiaa 

Forget, nor from thy Father's praise disjoin. 416 

Thai they in Heaven, ahove the stany sphere. 
Their happy hours in joy and hynuung opest. 
Meanwhile upon the firm opacona globs 
Or tbie round world, whose first donvex diridM 
The luminous inferior orbs, enclosed 490 

From ChaoB and the inroad of DarknoM old, 
Salon alighted walks : a globe &z off 
It seom'd, BOW seems a boondlew continant 
Dark, waste, and wild, under the firowii of Night 
Starless exposed, and ever threatening stomu 4U 
Of Chaos blustering round, inclement sky ; 
Bave on that ude which from the wall of Savna, 
Though distant for, some small raflaotion gilna 
Of glbninering aif lass vex'd with tempest kitd : 
Hare walk'd tha, Fiend at Urge in 4iai»oiui field. 430 
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As when a Tultnre on Imaus bred. 

Whose aaowy ridge the roviiig Tartu boundi, 

Dudodging fiom a, region Bcaree of piej 

To gorge the flesh of lambu or yosnling kids, 

On hills where flocks are fed, flies tovrsid the i^ringa 

Of Oangea or Hjdaepes, Indisji streama; 436 

But in hie way lights on the barren plaim 

Of Sericana, where Chinesee drive 

With nils uid wind their canj waggons light : 

So, OD this windy sea of laud, the Fiend 440 

Walk'd up and down alone, bent on his prey } 

Alone, for other creatine in thi« place. 

Living or lifeless, to be found was none ; 

None yet, but store hereafter from the earth 

Up hither like aerial vapours flow 445 

Of all thing! traoHtory and vain, when nn 

With vanity had fill'd the works of men : 

Both all things vain, and all who on vain things 9 

Built their fond hopes of glory or laaling fame, 

Or happiness in this or the other life ; 450 

All who have their reward on earth, the fruits 

Of painful BUperstition and blind zeal, 

PTonght seeking but the praise of men, here find 

Fit retribution, empty as their deeds ; 

All the nnaccomplish'd works of Nature's hand, 465 

Abortive, ntonstrous, or unkindly mix'd, 

DisBolved on earth, fleet hither, and in vtutt, 

Till final dissolution, wander here ; 

Not in the neighbouring moon as some have dream'd ; 

Those argent fields more likely habitants, 460 

TniDHlated BainCi, or middle Spirits hold 

Botwiit the angelical and human kind. 

Bilher of ill join'd sons and daughters bom 

First &om the ancient world those giants canu 

With many a vun e^lnit, though then renown'd : 46C 

The bnilden next of Babel on the plain 

Of Sennaax, and still with vain design, 

New Babels, had they wheiewitha], woold tniiU ■ 
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Others came smgle ; he who, to be deem'il 
A God, leap'd Ruidlj' into Mtwt Baxaea, 47< 

Kmpedocles ; uid he vrbo, to enjoy 
Plato's Eljeium, leap'd into the aea., 
Cleoiabrotua ; and many more too lon^, 
Embryos, and idiota, eremitea, and ftiaiB 
White, black, and gray, with all their trumpery 471 
Here pilgrims roam, that Btray'd bo far to seek 
In Golgotha him dead who livee in HeaTfiu ; 
And they who, to be Bare of Paradise, 
Dying, put on the weeds of Dominio, 
Or in Franciscan think to pass disguised ; 48< 

They pass the jrfaoets seTsn, and pass the fix'd, 
And that crystalline sphere whose balance weighs 
The trepidation talk'd, and that first moved ; 
And now S^nt Feter at Heaven's wicket seems 
To wait Ihera with his ieys, and now at foot 48! 

Of Heaven's ascent they lift their feet, when lo 
A violent cross-wind from either coast 
Blows them transverse, tnn tliousand leagues awiy 
Into the devious air : Then might ye see 
Cowls, hoods, and habits, with their wearers, l<Hs'd 
And flutter'd into lags ; then reliques, beads, 49: 

IndulgencoB, dispcnsea, pardons, bulls. 
The sport of winds ; All thssa, np-whirl'd aloft, 
FIj o'et the backside of the world far off 
Into a Limbo large and broad, uoce call'd 491 

The Paradise of Fools, to few unhnown 
Long after, now unpeopled and nntrod. 
All this dark globe the Fiend found as he pass'd. 
And long he wander'd, till at last a gleam 
Of dawning light turn'd thitherward in haste GDI 

His traveVd steps : far distant he descries 
Ascending by degrees magnificent 
Up to the wall of Heaven a Etructure high ; 
At top whereof, but far more rich, appeu'd 
Tha work as of a kingly polaee-gate, GDI 

With EcoutispiBca of diamond and gold 
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Enbelluh'd ; thick with apukliiig orisnt genu 

The portal shone, ioimiUhle on eiirth 

By modelj or by ahiiding peacjl di&wn. 

The Btoiri were such u nheieoa Jacob mw I 

Angela BBCsDdiiig and descsoding, bandi 

Of guardiuii bright, when be from Enu fled 

To Padan-Aiam, in the Seld of Lm 

Die&ming bj night cndeF the open sky. 

And waking cried, Thi* is ike gale of Heaven. 616 | 

Eftch Btaii myat«rioui]j wu raeent, nor atood 

There nlmiTs, but dtawn up to Hei.TBD Himetimea 

Viewless ; and underneath *. bright Bea flow'd 

Of juper, or of liquid pearl, whereon 

Who ailer came from earth. Bailing arrived I 

Wafted bj Angels, or flew o'er the lake 

Wrapp'd in a chariot drawn by fi«ry Meeds. 

The stain were then let down, whether to dara 

The Fiend b; oasj aaoent, cr aggravate 

His sad eicltuion from the ijoois of bliss ; I 

Direct against wluch opeo'd from beneath, 

Juat o'er the blissful aeat of FarsdiBe, 

A passage down to the Earth, a paua|;e wide. 

Wider by tax than that of ailertimes 

Over mount BioD, and, though that were large, I 

Over the Promised Land to God bo dear ; 

By which to visit oft those happy tribes, 

On high behests biB Angela to and £ra 

Pass'd frequent, and his eye with choice regard 

From Paneas, the fonnt of Jordan's flood, I 

To Beeraaba where the Holy Land 

Biaders on Egypt and the Arabian shore ; 

So wide the opening seem'd, where bounds wer« m 

To darknosa, such as bound the ocaan wave 

Bataa from hence, now on the lower stair, 

That scaled by steps of gold to Heaven-gate, 

Looks down with wonder at the sodden view 

Of all this world at once. A« when a acout. 

Through dark and desert w^ys with peril gODft 
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AH nigbt, at lut b; break of oheerfid dawn 546 

Obtains tbe btoff of aome lugh-climbing hiU, 

Wltich to his eye discoTers unawsie 
The goodly prospect of Bome foTaign lend 
First seen, or some renown'd matropolU 
With gUstering splreft Hjid pinnacles odoni'd) EiGO 

Which now the rising Bun gilds with his beams ■ 
Such wonder seized, though nfler Heaven seen. 
The Spirit malign, but much mora envy aeiled, 
At sight of all this world beheld so fair. 
Round he surreys (and well might, where he stood 
Bo high above the circling canopj 656 

Of night's extended shade,) from eestem point 
Of Libra to the fleecy star that bean 
Andromeda far off Atlar.tic seas 
Bojond the horizon'; then from pole lo pole 5£0 

He views in breadth, and without longer pause 
Down right into ths world's Grat region tbiows 
HlB flight precipitant, and winds with ease 
Through the pure marble air his obliqae way 
Amongst innumaiable stars, that shone 605 

Stars distant, hot nigh hand aeom'd other worlds} 
Or other worlds they seem'd, or happy iiilea, 
Like those. Hesperian gardens famed of old. 
Fortunate fields, and groves, uid flowery vales. 
Thrice happy isles ) bat who dwelt happy there 570 
Be staid not to inqoire ■• Above tbem oil 
The golden sun, in splendooi likest Heaven, 
Allured his eye ; thither his conree hf benda 
Through the calm firmament (but up or down, 
By centre, or eccentric, hard to tell, G7B 

Or longitude,) where the great luminary 
> Aloof the vnlgar conatellationa thick. 
That from his lordly eye fceep distance dae. 
Dispenses light &om for ; they, as they move 
Their starry dance in numbers that compute 6B0 

Days, months, and years, towards his all cheering lamp 
Turn BwiA their vmioob motions, or are lum'd 
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Bj his mkgiMtio traun, that gently wmiu 

The DiuverM, and to each inward put 1 

With gentle penetiatioii, though luuesn, SS6 ~j 

Bboota invimblo Tirtna even to the deep ; ' 

So wondronaly wu set" hi» itation bright. l 

Their linds the Fiend, a >pot like which parhape J 

Aatconomei in the Biin's lucent orb ' 

Through hia glazed optie tube ;et nerer saw. 590 
The place he found beyond expreeaioa bright, 

Compared with aught on earth, metal or stone ) j 

Not all pails like, but all alike inform'd J 

Wiik ra^ent light, as glowing iron with fire ; j 

ITmatal, put aeeia'd gold, part silTer cIbmj G6B I 

If stone, carbuncle most »r crysolite, j 

Rabj 01 topaz, to the twelve that ahone | 

In Aaron's breastplate, and a stone boinde* I 

Imagined rather oft, than elsewhere seeD, < 

That stone, oi like to that which here beU)w 600 ) 
Philosophers in rain so long have sought. 

In Tain, though by theii powerful art they bind J 

Volatile Hermei, and caJI np unbound I 

In' various abapea old Proteoa ftvm the aea, I 

Diain'd through a limbeck to hii native form. 606 I 
What wonder then if fields and regi<»is hers 

Breathe forth eEiir pore, and rivers nui ,' 

Portable gold, when with one virtnooi touch 1 
The arohchemio son, so fiir from di remote. 

Produces, with (erreatrial humour mii'd, 610 

Here in the darli so many precious thmgl • 
Of ooloui gloriona and eSbct so rare ! 
]bae muter new to gaie the Devil met 
Undaiiled ; far and wide his eye ^wmnuiids , 

For sight no obstacle found here, nor thade, 6lS "j 

Bat all mnthino, as when hia beams at noon J 
Cohidnata trom the equator, as they now 

Shot upward still diiecl, whence no way round , 

Shadow from body opaque can foil ; and the air, ' 

No where so deal, shaqMU'd hii vtonal ray flN u 
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[. To objecti dMUmt hi, whaieb/ he Kion 

Saw within kan & glorioiu Angel stand, 
1 The same whom John saw also in the nxu : 
i His back wa« ttun'd, but not his brightaen hid; 
I Of beaming soddj lajs a golden tiar 696 

Circled bis h«tid, nor Ibbs his locks behind 
I nioatriotis on his shonlderB fledge with winga 
k Laj waving raond ; on some great charge employ 
t He mem'd, or fix'd in cogit&tion deep. 

Glad was the Spirit impure, bs now in hope 630 

» To find who might diieot his wandering flight 

To Paradise, the happy seat of Man, 

His joamey'a end and our beginning woe. 

Bnt first lie casta to change his proper ehape, 
[ Which else might work Iiim danger or delay : 63S 
f And now a atriphng Chernb he appears, 
' Not of the prime, yet such as in his face 

Youth BQiUad oelBBtial, and to every limb 
I Snitable grace dilfosed, so well he feign'd : 
y Under a coronet his flowing hear 640 

_ In curls on either cheek play'd ; wings he wore 

t Of many a colour'd plume, Sprinkled with gtdd ; 
His habit fit for speed succinct, and held 

Before hia decent steps a siIth waod. 

He drew not nigh unheard ; the Angel bright, 646 
I Ere he drew nigh, his radiant lisage tum'd, 

Admonish'd by hii eat, and straight was known 
\ The Aidungel Uriel, one of the seven 
, Who in God's presence, nearest to his throne, 
I Stand ready at command, and are liis eyes 650 

' That run through all the Heavens, or down to the Earth 

LBeac his swift errttndc over moist and dry, 
O'er >ea and land : him Satan thus accosts : 
F Uriel, for thou of those seven Spirits that sttMd 

In ngbt of God's high tlirone, gloriously bright, 6S6 
I The first art wont hia great authentic will. 
Interpreter through highest Heaven to bring. 
Where all bis sons thy embassy attend; 
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And hew ut likelimt by supieme decroB 

Ijke honoiii to oblAln, and aa bia eje 600 

To Tint oil this new croB.tioii round ; 

Unaprnkahlo deaira to me and know 

All tliem hiH wondrauB works, but cbieflj Men, 

Hia chief delight and JkToui, liim for whom 

All therc his works so wondTons he ordain'd, 665 

Hath brought rao from tha ohoica of Cherubim 

AIoD* thuB wuidering. Brightest Seraph, tell 

In which of all theae ghining orba hath Man 

Hie fixed aaat, or fixed seat hath none, 

Bat all these shining orba his Shoice to dwell ; 67D ' 

That Lme/ find him, and with secret gaze 

Or open admiration him behold, 

On whom tho great Creator hath beatowed 

Worlds, and on whom hath all these graces pour'd ; 

That both in him and oli thinga, as is meet, 6Tt> 

The universal Maker we may praise ; 

Whp justly Itath driven out his rebel fooa 

To deepest Halt, and, to repair that loss, 

Created'this new happy race of Men 

To serve Mm better : Wise are all his ways, 680 

So apake the false dissembler miperceived } 
For neither Man nor Artels can diiicein 
Hypocrisy, the only evil that wallta 
invisible, except to God alone, 
By hie penDiaaive will, through Heaven and Earth 
And oft, though Wisdom wake, Suspicion sleeps 686 
At AVisdom's gate, and to Simplicity 
Resigns her charge, wh^e Qoodness thinka no ill 
Where no ill seems ; which now for once l>e^uilB<I 
Uriel, though regent of tho aun, and held 690 

The aharpeat sighted Spirit of all in Heaven ; 
Who lo the fraudulent impostor foul, 
In hia uprightness, answer thua retum'd ; ^ 

Fair Angel, thy deaire, wliieh tends to klton 
The works of God, thereby to glorify 095 

The great Workroaster, leads to no excess 
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Thftt Tetu;beB btune, but rUhei meiilM pnuse 
The more it BeemH excess, that led thee hither 
From thy empyreal mansion thoa sJone, 
To wilncsB with thine eyes what eome perhaps, 700 
Contented with report, heai only in Heaven : 
For wonderful indeed &re sU his works, 
Pteeouit to know, and woHhiest to be all 
Had in remombranca always with deligbt ; 
But what creative mind can comprehend 705 

Their nnmber> or the wisdom infinite 
That brongfat thein forth, bnt hid their causes deep 
I saw when at his word the formless mass,- 
This world's malenal mould, came to a heap : 
Confoaion heard liis voice, and wild nproar 710 

Stood ruled, atood vaat infinitude confined ; 
Till at tiia aecoud bidding darkness fled, 
Light shone, and order irom disorder apnuig : 
Swill to their leveral quartera liaated then 
The cnmbroua elementSj earth, flood, air, fire ; 716 
And this etherial quintesaeiJbe of Heaven 
Flew upward, epirited with various forma. 
That roU'd orbicular, and tum'd to stars 
Numberless, as thou seest, and how thej mova 
£ach had his place appointed, each his conise ; 790 
The rest in circuit walls this nniverae. 
Look downward on that globe, whose hither nde 
With light flora hence, though but reflected, shines ) 
That place is Earth, the seat of Man ; that light 
His day, which else, aa the other hemisphere, 72S 
Night would invade } but there the neighbovriag moMi 
(So call tlkat oppoaite fair stsr) her aid 
Timely interposes, and tier monthly round 
Still ending, still renewing, through mid Heaven, 
Wth borrow'd light her countenanee triform TW 

Hen^ Alls and empties to enlighten the Saitli, 
And in her pole dominion cbecki the night. 
That ^ot, to which I ptoot, is Fars4iae, 
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Adun'i abode ; tboM loiX; shsdea, hit bowat. 

Thi way thou canst not mira, me mine require!. 7> 

Thus said, hs tnrn'd ; and Satan, bowing low, 
As to Superior Bpiiits u wont in Hsttven, 
Where honoor due and reverence dodo neglecti. 
Took leave, and toward the coast of eaith beneath, 
Dawn fiom the eeliptio, aped with hoped soccesa, 74 
Throws his steep flight in many ail aery wheel ; 
Nor staid, tilt on Niphates' top he light*. 
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BOOK IV. 

atOHi DOW in prDspoct of Ellen, and liiffh the place w]j«» hf 

agaiiist God anil Uui,fallB jatanHtq; doQiilt vilh hLmwl 
iMui>y paiAiODB. Ibu, envF, «iidd«uaif : but at laturth 
hin.nl^ Id evil; Journoji on to ■■—-■' ■- — 



Fvcleapi llw bomidi! liu inJ 
den dsKilbad; Sitan'i int 



am, vt toDE aiKjui nim- idd garoen oaiciiDaa: iaud'h nnt 
mtght of Adam and Eva ; hia wonder at Ifaeit oiaelkDl Ginii and 

diimnrse: tfaenco ;atJioi« (hat tho tree i^ koowlodge waa fbr- 
bidilon tbem to srit of, undflr penalty nf deaths aod thBtoon ia- 
t4ddB to foand his lemptalioo by aodncliig tliaoi to lranB£resa: 

the round of Paradise, oppoinlj two strong Angoja to Adaiq'a 
bower, l«t the evil Bpirit ahould bs there doirig some harm to 

lerapting her In a dtfiam. and hiLng him, though unwUUng, to 
GahTisIl by whom qneBtioaed, he flcornfnllj ■.nawoTH ^ prepanM , 
j™u..., b... 1~ „1 l,^. „ H.....,.,.. ....fP^^ , 

VjD FOR thBtwaming voice, whicb he who eaw , ' 
The XjScfly^fl) heard cry in Heaven sjoud, i ,. , . . '■■' 
Then when Ihe Dragon, pat to second rout, \ ''' _• 
Camo furious down to bo revenged on men, - - ' 
Woe to the inkalilanls on earth .'JfhEit now, 5 

Whilo time was, our fiist parents had been wam'd 
The coming ofthoii secret foo, and scspsd— 
Haply 80 soaped his mortal snaro : Foe now 
Satan, now first inflanicd with ruga, came down, 
TliBloWiptor'ero tlio accuser of 'mankind, 10 

To wroalt nn ipnocent frail Man liis Iom 
Of that first battlu, and his flight to Hell 
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Tet, not lejoicing in hi> npeed, though Ixdd 

Far off and fearleM, nor with caiiBO to bOMt, 
Begina hift. dire attempt ; which nigh the birth 15 

^.. Now rolUng^oila in hi« tumoltuouB breast. 
And like s deviliah engine back recmla 
Upon hirawlf ; horror and doobt diatract 
V His troubled thoughts, and from the bottom stir 
1 The Hell within him -, for within him Bell 90 

(J He brin^, and round obont him, nor from Hell 
VOne stop, no more than from himeelf, cna fly 
, ',f|B7 chang-e of place : Now conscience wakai de^alr 
~ That Blunibar'd ; wakei the bitter memory 

Of what he waj, what ia, and what mnst be S5 

Worse ; of worse deeds worse sufferings must ertsue. 
; SomBtimfli towards Eden, which now in his riaw 
La; pleasant, his grieved look he fixed sad ; 
Sometimes towards Heaven, and the full-blaldng mn. 
Which now sat high in his moridian tower : 30 

/j .Then, much revolving, thus in mghs began : 
.... ^ .Q thou, timt, with sutpasang glory crown'd, ' 
Locfc'et from thy sole dominion like the God 
Of this naw worM I at whom Bight ail the iton - 
Hide their dimiiiiBb'd hoada ; to theo I call, , 3S 

But with no friendly voico, and add thy name, 

Sim 1 to toll thee how I hate thy beams, 
That bring to my remembrance from what statA . 

' I fell, how glorioQS once above thy sphere ; -, 

Till pride and worse tunbiUon threw me dlWii' '. 40 

' Waning in Heaven against Heaven's matchless E4n2'. 
Ah, wherefore ! he deserved no snch return 

- t'tom fee, wKom ha created wKflTwka 

, lii'tbikt bright emiaence, and with his good 

[JpbraiSod none i nor waaluB'aar vice hard. ',4S 

What could be less (ban to afford him praise, ' 

The easiest recoinpense, and pay him thank*, 
How due '. yet all hia good proved ill in me, 
And wrought but malioa ; lifted up so high 

1 'sdain'd subjection, and thought one step higher GO 
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Would set lue highest, uid in a moment quit 
The debt immense of endless gratitnds, 
So burdensome atiU pitTing, still to owe : 
Forgetful what from him I still received, 
And onderatood not that a. grateful mind 6S 

By owing owea^not, but still pays, at ooce 
Indebted and discharged ; what burden then ! 
O, had hia powerful deslin; oidain'd 
Me some inferior Angel, I had stood 
Then happy ; no unbounded hope had nuied 61 

Ambition ! Yet why not ? some other Power 
Ab great might have aspired, and rae, thongh mean. 
Drawn to his part ; bat other Powers as great 
Fell not, but stand unshaken, f>om within 
Or from without, to all temptations arm'd. 65 

Iladst thou the sajos Jree y^ill wd. pawet to stand ! 
TfToTrHidat : whom haal thou thon or what to accuse, 
. Biit Heaven's free luve dealt equally to all ? 
Be then his love accursed, since lore or hate, 
To roe alike, il doala eternal woe. 70 

Nay, cuiaed bo thou ; ainoe against his thy will 
Chose freelv what it now so justly Cues. 
tte nAsetablp I which nUy shall I fly 
Innniio wrath and iuHnite despair ? 
Which way I By ia H ell; myself am Jig ll ; , 7^ 
And, in the lowc'si cl'l![!l,'l MWtr '3eep * 

Still threatning to devour mc opena wide, . ' 

To which the Hell I suffer Bocms a Heaven."^ 1 'L" J 
O, then, at last relent : Is tber,B aiffiace — ■'"^ 
Left for repEntanee, hobo forp^on lefl ? , S^ 
None lefl buf by submission ; aod that word V: ■ \^.^ 
Disdain forbids me, and my dtcad of shame ' '■-^ ' 
Among the Spirila beneath, wham I sedncei^^'V 
Witli other promises and other, vaunts " ^ 
Tliuji to subBut^.boaating I oould subdue * 65 

The Ommpotent. "Sh me ! they kittle know 
How dearly I abide that boast BO_vain, 
Under what torments inwardlv I gi.-.aii, 
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WhUe Ihey aaore mo on ths throne of HelL 

With diadem and sceptre high advanced, 90 

The lower still I fall, onlj mipreme 

In mioeTj : Such joy unbition Gudi. 

But say I could repent, and cculd obtaio, 

By act of grace, my former state ; how soon 

Would hught recal high thoi^hts, how soon nnsay 96 

What (eign'd mibmisaion swoie .' flase would recant 

Tows made in pain, as violent and void. 

For noTer can true reeonciloment grow, 

Where wounds of deadly hate have pierced so deep : 

Which would but lead me to a worse relapse 100 

And heavier fall ; so should I purchase dear 

Short intenniseiaii bought with double smart. 

This knows my Punisher ( therefore as far 

From grouting ho, as I from bogging, peace ; 

An hope excluded thus, behold, in atoad lOS 

Of ns outcast, exiled, bis new delight, 

Mankind created, and for him this world. 

So fiutewell, hope ; and with hope farewell, (ear; 

Fotewell, remorse 1 all good to me is lost; 

Evil, be thou my good } by thee at least 110 

DMdBd'empire wlth'Heaven'a King I hold. 

By thee, and more than half perhaps will reign ; 

Aa Man, ere long, and this new world shall know. 

Thns while he spake, each passion dimm'd his ikes'' — 
Thiice changed with pale, ire, envy, and deapaii ; 115 
Which man'd his bonow'd visage, and betray 'd 
Him counterfeit, if any eye beheld. 
For heavenly minds &om such diatempera ibul 
Are ever cleu. Whereof he soon aware, 
Each perturbaticn smootfa'd with outward calm, 190 
AitiSoerof &and; and was the first 
That practised falsehood under suntly show. 
Deep malice to conceal, coueh'd with revenge : 
Tet not enough bad practised to deceive 
Uriel once wain'd ; wbnae eye pomied him down ISS 
Tba way he went, and on the Assyrian looaot 
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Sftw Mw* dtffiffnrfldr moxe ihtxt ooold be&l 
Spirit of h&ppy nrt i His geatnrea fieree 
He muk'd and mad demeanmir, then akne, 
Ab he Bilpposed, all tmobMrved, tuucen. 130 

Bo on he fares, and to the border c<HneB 
Of Edem, where deLdons Pandim,' 
Nov nearer, crowna with her enolomre' green, ' 
As with a rural moond, the champai^ head 
Of* Bteop wildemen, whose bairj side* 135 

With thicket oTeigrown, groteaqne and wild, 
AcceM denied ; and overhead np grew 
Innpeiable height of loftiest shade, 
Cedar, and pine, and fir, and bianohing palm, 
A nlvan scene ; and, as the ranks necend 140 

Shade above shade, a woody thoalTo 
CWstataliost view. Yet higher than their t<^ 
The TerduoQB wall of Faradiae up spiung : 
Which to our genera] aire gave prospect large 
bito his nether empire neighbouring ronnd. 145 

And hif^her than that wall a circling row 
Of goodliest trees, loadon with fairest fruit. 
Blossoms and firuita at once orgolden hns 
Appear'd, with gajr enamol'd colours miz'd ; 
On which Iha sun more glad impress'd liis beams ISO 
Than on talr evening cloud or humid bow. 
When God hath shower'd the earth ; so lovely seem'd 
That landoeape : and of pure now purer air 
Meets his approach, and to the heart inajures 
Vernal delight and joy, able to drive . ^__ 1G6 

All sadness but despair : Now gentle gales, 
Cttnmng their odoriferous wings, dispense 
Nntive perfbmes, and whisper whence they stole 
Those balmy spoils. As when to them who sail 
Beyond the Cape of Hope, and now are pasa'd 160 
Mozambic, off at sea north-sast winds blow 
Sabean odours fVom the spicy shore 
Of Araby the blesa'd ; with inch delay 
Wall pleased they stack their MOisa, and many a leagae 
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Cheer'd wilb Um gresttal Bre«U old Ocean emiles : 165 
So ODtertun'd thoee odorouE Bwoeti the Fiend, 
Who cune ibeir buie ; though with thembottaifilitEsed 
Than AsmodCui nith the lishj fume 
That drove him, though enunoui'd, from the epouse 
Of Tobit'B Km, and with a vengeance eent 170 

From Media port to Egypt, there fist bonnd. 
Now to the ucent of tliat steep saTi^ hill 
Satan had joomey'd on, peosiTe and slow ; 
But further wa; found none, to thick entwined. 
As one continued brake, the undergrowth ITS 

Of shrubs and tangling bnshea had perplei'd 
All path of man or heaet that posa'd that way- 
One gate there only was, and that look'd east 
On the other Bide : which when the archfeton saw. 
Duo entrance he disdaiii'd : and, in contempt, 180 
At one slight bound high overteap'd all bonnd 
Ofhill or highest wall, and sheer witliin 
Lights on lits feet. Ab when a prowling wolf. 
Whom hunger drives to seek now haunt Ew prey. 
Watching where shepherdB pen their flocks at eve^ 185 
In hurdled cotes ainid the lield secure. 
Leaps o'or the fence with ease into the fold ; 
Or as a thief, bent to unhoord the cash 
Of some rich burghw, whose substantial doors, 
Cross-barr'd and bolted fast, Beat no assBult, 100 

In at the window climbs, or o'er the tiles : 
So clomb this first grand thief into God's fold ; 

iff Ilia i-hijr^j) IbwiI hirylingH uli-mh 



The middle tree and highert there tliat grew, 195 

Sat like a cormorant ; yet not true life • 

Thereby regajn'd, but sat devisbg death 

To them who lived ; nor on the virtue thought 

Of that lifegiving plant, but only used 

For prospect, what well used hod been the pledge 800 

Of inunortality. So little knows 

Any, but God alone, to value right 
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The' good befoie hiio, but perrerta beat UiiogB 
To woret tbnaa or to their meaneBt usa. ' 

Benetth Mm with nsw woiulBr now he viewl, SOS 
To all delight of hanuui Honse exposed, 
In nanow room, Nature's whola wealth, ;«a ^en, 
A Heaven on £artfa : For bliidul Paradise 
or God the garden was, by Mm in the east 
Of Eden planted ; Eden stretcb'd her line 310 

From Aorim ea«twiurd to the lojal towers 
Of great Balencia, built b; Oreeiaii kings, 
Or where the sons of Eden long before 
JI>welt in Telassar : la this pleasant soil 
His &T more pleonnt garden God ordain'd } 315 

Ont of the fertile gromid he csogad to grow 
All trees of iiobleat kind for sight, emell, taste , 
And all amid them stood the tree of life, 
High eminent, blooming ambrosial fruit 
OfvBgetable gold; and nert to life, ' 2M 

Out death, the tree of knowledge, grew &st bj, 
Knowledge of good bought dear by knowing ill. 
Sontbwiud through Eden went a livei large, 
Nor changed hia course, but Uiiough the shaggy hill 
Faaa'd midemeath iognlTd ; for God had thrown SSS 
That monntain as his garden rooond high rused \ 
- Upon the rapid current, wMch, through veins 
Of porous eoith with kindly thirst opdrawn, 
Rose i &eA fonntaia, and with many a rill 
WiOer'd the garden ; thence muted fell 230 

Down the steep glade, and met the nether flood. 
Which tVom bii darksome passage now ftppears, . 
And now, divided into four main stceunH, 
Rmia diverse, wandering many a ikmons realm 
And country, whereof here iteeda no account ; 93S 
But rather to tell how, if Art could tell, 
How from that sapphire fount the crisped brooks, 
Rolling on orient pearl and sands of gold, 
With Duzy error under pendent shades 
Ran Bectar, visiting each plant, and fed S40 
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Flowers worthy of Paiudiao, which not nice Art 
In heia and curiouB knots, but Nitnre boon 
Pour'd forth profliae on hill, and dale, and plain, ' 

Both where the morning sun first warmly emots — 

Th« open field, and where the unpieiced ahade 245 
Imbrown'd the noontide bowers : Thui wu this ploce-^ 
A happy rucnl seat of various view ; -^ 

GroTOH whose rich trees wept odoroOB gums and '"'—j i , 
Others whoso fiuit, bumlah'd with golden rind, S, i 

Hung amiable, Hesperian fables true, 250 ±J 

If true, here only, and of delicimis taste: _^ 

Betwiit them lawns, or level downs, and flocks ^^ 

Graiing the tender herb, were interposed, . vjj 

Or palmy hillock; or the flowery lap '^ 

Of some irrlguouB valley spread her store, SK> ^ 

Flowers of all hue, and withoat thorn the rose : -^ 

Another Kde, urobrigeous grota and cavea " 

Of cool lecesa, o'er wliich the mantling vino 
Laja forth her puiple ginpe, and gently creeps 
Luxuriant ; meanwhile muimnring waters fall 260 
Down the elope bills, dispersed, or in a lake. 
That to the Kinged bank with myrtle crown'd 1 

Her crystal minor holds, miito their streams. 
The birds their choir apply; aits, vernal airs, I 

Breathing the smell of field and grove, attime S66 '\ 
The trembling leaves, while universal Fan, 
Knit with the Graces and the Hours in dance. 
Led on the eternal Spring. Not that fair field 
Of Ennn, where Proserpine gathering flowers, , "" 

Herself a fairy flower, by gloomy-Difl 870 

Waa gather'd, which cost Ceres all that pain 
To seek her. thiongh the world ; nor that sweet grovo ^ 
Of Daphne by Orontes, and the jni^ed 
Castalian spring might with this Paradise 
Of Eden strive ; nor that Nysoian isle 275 

Girt with the river Triton, where old Cham, . 

Whom Gentiles Ammon call and Libyan Jove, ' 

an;* bor florid Bon 
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Toimg BMchm, from hU stepdame Rhe&'s eje ; 
L Nor whsra Abitsfliii kings their ismje goord, S 

' Mount Amara, though this '117 soma Happoaied 
[^ True PaiiuUea undec the EtMop Una 
^ " Bj Nilus' head, enclosed with shining rock, 
p-- A whole day's journey high, but wida remote 
I From this Asajriui garden ; where the Fiend S 
IT' Saw, undetighted, oil delight, ail kind 
P>4 'Of living creatures, new to sight, and strange. 
^' Two of far nobler shape, erect and tall, 
r Godliks erect, with native honour clad 
'' ~ [n naked majeety, seem'd lords of all : S 

tAod worthy BBBni'd ; for in their loots divine 
The image of their glorious Maker dione, 
|>~Tmth, wisdom, sanctitude aevere and para 
,,.^ {Severe, bat in true filial freedom placed,} 

r Whence trae authority in men ; though both S 

Not aqnal, as their sex not equal aeein'd ; 

For contemplatioD he and valour form'd ; 

For aoflnesB she and sweet attractive grace ; 
>; He for God only , she for God in him ; 
I His jair large front and eye sublime dacLued 3 

F Absolute rule ; and hjacinthine locks 

Rovjid from bis parted forelock manly hong 
U Clustering, but not beneath his aboulders broad : 

She, as a veil, down to UiO slender waist 

Her nnadornad golden tresBes wore . 9 

Diahevol'd, bat in wanton ringlets waved 
■• As the vine curls her tendrils, which implied 
> Subjection, but required with gentle away. 

And by ber yielded, by him besl received ; 

Yielded with coy submusion, modest pride, 3 

And sweet, reluctant, amorous delay. 

Nor those myaterious part« were then conceal'd j 

Then was not guilty ebama, diriioneat (baina 
''■_ Of natare's works, hononr dishooourable, 

-bred : bow have y« troubled all EtiBlLkfatd 3 

shotra butead, mere abowa nf seeming puiw. 
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And buuah'd fiam man's life his happiest lifa, i 

Simplicity and apotlssa innocence ; ' 

So puB'd thej naked on, uor shunn'd'the light ) 

Of God or Angel ; for the; thought no ill : 39} ' 

So hand in hand they paae'd, the lovUest pair, 

That sTei sinoa in love's embcacea met; 4 

Adam the goodlieet man of men snce bom ' 

His aons, the fairest of h« danghUTs Ere. ' 

Undei a. tuit of ehade that on a green 325 i 

Stood whiBperin^ soft, bj a fiesh fountain Bid* J 

Thej sat them down ; and, ailer no more toil , 

Of their sweet gardening labour than mfScod 

To lecoDiniend cool Zephyr, and made ease i 

More easy, wholesome thirst and appetite 330 ' 

More grateful, to their sapper fmits thej fell ; 

Nectarine fruits which the compliant boughs 

Yielded them, sidelong as they sal Tecline 

On the soft downy bank damask'd with flowers : ' 

The Baroury palp they chew, and in the rind, 3S5 

Still as they thirsted, scoop the brimming stream ; , 

Nor gentle piupose, nor endearing smiles J 

Wanted, nor youthful dalliance, as beseems 1 

Fair couple, link'd in happy nuptial league, | 

Alone as tliay. About thera frisking play'd 340 }. 

All beasts of the earth, since wild, and of all chase 4 

In wood or ipldemess, forest or den; 

Sportijlg the lion ramp'd, and in his paw, I 

Dandled the kid ; bears, tigers, ounces, pards, 

Gambol'd before them; the unwieldy elephant. 345 ■>. 

To make them mirth, used all his might, and wteBth'd 

HIb lithe proboscis ; cloae the serpent sly, 

Inmiuating, wove with Gordian twine , 

His braided train, and of his fatal guile "^ 

Gave proof mihaeded ; others on the graoa SGO 

Couch'd, and now fili'd with pasture garang nt. 

Or bedward ruminating ; for the sun. 

Declined, was hasting now witli prone caieei 1 

To the ofean iileB, and in the ascending scale 
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Of Heafen the stars (bat ueber eremng loee : 365 
When Stttan sfil! in gala, aa first he atood, (,' 

Soice tbua at length fail'd speech recover'd sad : ^ 

OHell! whatdo minoeyes withgriefbeholdL,->' .' 
Intoour loom of blUs thus high advutced Q 

CientureB of otlier mould, eaith-bocn perhapc, ^60 

Hot Spirits, jet to heaveidy Spirits blight 
Litlle inferior : whom mj thooghls pnieue 
With wonder, and could love, so lively ehinea 
In them divine resemblance, and Buch ^itce 
The hand that form'd them on their ehapo hath pooi'd. 
Ah ! gentle pair, je little think how nigh 366 

Tour change approachea, when all thrae delights 
Wil] vanish, and deliver ye to woe } 
More woe, the more you taste is cow of joy ; 
H^ipy, bat for so happy ill seemed 370 

Long to conUnue, and Uiia high seat yom Heaven 
HI fenced for Heaven to keep out such a foe 
As now is entei'd ; yet no porposed foe 
To you, whom I could pity thus tbrlom. 
Though I unpttied : League with you 1 seek, f^ffi 
And mutnal amity, so straight, to close, ■'' 
That I with you rausl dwell, or yon with me 
Henceforth : my dwelling haply may not please, 
Like this fair' Paradise, your sense j yet such 
Accept your Maker's work ; be gave It mo, ^^ 

Which I as freely give : Hell shall unibld, 
To entertain you two, her widest gates. 
And send forth all her kings ; there will be room. 
Not like these narrow limits, to conceive 
Tout nnmerous offspring i if no better place, 3^ 
Thank him who puts me loath to this levniga 
On yon who wrong me not for him who wimg'd. 
And should I at your baimlesi innocence 
Helt, aa I do, yet public reason joit, 
Hononi and empire with revenge enlarged, 390 

By conquering this new world, compel mo now 
To do what else, though damn'd, I dhould abhor. 
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So fpti« the Fiend, and with neceaatj. 

The Ijrant'p plea, excuaad his doviliab deeda. 
Then from hi» loftj rtuid on thit higli tree 396 

Down he alightB unong tlio sportriil herd 
Of those four-footed iinda, liicwelf now ono. 
Now other, ua Ibeir ahapa urred best hii end 
Nearer to view hu ptey, and, unespied, 
To mark what of tbeii state he more inigbt learn, 400 
Bj word or action mark'd ; About them tovnd 
A lion now lie Btalka with fiery glaro ; 
Then as a tJcar, who by chance hath ipicd 
[n some pnrliBU two gentle fawnn at play, 
Strught couches cIobs, then, riung, ohangee oft 405 
Hb coochant watch, as one chose hia ground. 
Whence nishing, he might surest seize Ihem both. 
Griped in each paw : when Adam, first of men, 
• ,To first of women, Ere, thus uiovinj; speech, 
' Turn'd him, all ear to hear new utterance flow ; 410 
ir and sole part of all these joys, 
ir thyself than all ; neede must the Power 
ITU made us, and Ibi us this unple world, 
Be infinitely good, and of his good 

As libera] and fi'ee as infinite ; 415 

That raised us from the duet, and placed ns hers 
In all this hippinuas, who at Ms hand 
Have nothing merited, nor can perform 
Aught whereof ho hath need ; ho who reqoirei 
From us no other eervice than to keep 420 

This one, this easy charge, of all the trees 
In Paradise thai bear delicious fruit 
So varioos, not to taete that only tree 
Of knowlid^, planted by (he tree of life- 
So near grows death to life, whate'er death is, 49G 
Some dieadful thjjig n* doubt ; for well thou kruiw'st 
God hath pronounced it death tc taste that tree, 
Tlie only sign of our obedience left, >»K^ 
Among Ro mdny sigiui of power and rule 
Confeir'd upon as, and dominion given 43ft 
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Over an other eieatiues that posMM 
Euth, air, and wa. Then let us not think hud 
OuB eajTf prahibitioD, who enjoj 
Free Ua,ya w Urge to all thimgB else, and choice 
tJulimited of manifold delights : 435 

But let OB erec pruMi liim, and extol 
Hu boun^, folloiring our delightfid todt, 
To pmne these growing plants and teod these Sowers, 
Which were it toilsome, jst with thee were sweet 

To whom thus Eve replied : O thou for whom 440 
And from wliom I wu form'd, fleeh of thy flesh, 
And without whom am to no end, m; guide 
And bead 1 wlut thou hast said is just and right. 
For we to him indeed all praises owe 
And daily thanks ; I chiefly, who enjoy 445 

So for the happier lot, enjoying thee 
Fre-eminent by so mnch odds, while thon 
Xjike consort to thyself canst no where End. 
That day I oil ramarabar, when from sleep 
I first awakad, and found myself reposed 450 

Under a shade on flowers, much wondering whf ^ 
And what I was, whence thither brought and how. 
Not distant fai' &oin thence a murmuring sonikd , 

Of waters issued from a care, and spread 
Into a liquid plain, tiien stood unmoved 455 

Pure as the expanse of Heaven ; I thither went . - 
fnUi imezperienced thought, and lud me down 
On the green hank, to look into tba clear 
Smooth lake, that to me seem'd another sky. 
As I bent down to look, just opposite 480 

A shape within the watery glaam appaar'd, 
Brathng to look on me . I Etarted back ; 
It started back ; bat pleased I soon retorn'd ; 
Pleased it leturn'd as soon with answering looks 
Of sympathy and love ; There I had fix'd 465 

Mine eyas till now, and pined with vain desire, 
Had not a voice thus wam'd me ; "What thou seeit, 
What tliero tliou secst, &ir Creature, is thyself; 
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With thee it cs.me and goe* : bat Tolbir mo, I 

And I will bring thee wheie no shadow stays 47D | 

Thj coming, and thy soft embraces, he -^ 

Whoso image thou art ; him thon shall enjoj 
Inseparably thine, to him ahalt beai ; 

Multitudes like thyself, and thence be eall'd j 

Mother of human race." What could I do, 475 \ 

But follow straight, iuTisibly thus led ? 
Till I espied thee, fair indeed end tall, . J 

Under » plitane ; jet methought lew ^aix -«^""' ;■ 

Less winning soil, less anuably mild, -I 

Than that smooth watery image : back I tnm'd ;. 480 
Thou following criedrt aloud, " Return, fiui Ey» ; I 

Whom Sieat thou i whom thou fliest, of him thon tit, ■! 
His flesh, his bone ; to give thee being I lent i 

Out of mj mde to thee, nearest mj heart, I 

SubstanUal life, to have thee by mj sido 49' 

Henceforth an individual solace deu ; 
Pert of mj soul I seek thee, and thee claim 
My other half:" With that thy gentle hand 
Seii^ mine : I yielded ; and fr<»n that time see 

(How beaoty is eiceU'd by manly grace, 490 

(And wisdom, which alone is troly lair. 

So spahe our genersJ mother, and with eyas 
Of conjugal attraction unreprored, 
And-«peek surrender, half embiacing lean'd i 

On OUT first father ; half her swelling breast 496 . 

Naked met his, under the flowing gold 1 

Of her loose tresses hid : he in delight, < 

Both of her beauty and mbmisEiiTe charms, 
SmiV d wiUi superior love, as Jupiter . 

On Juno smiles, when he impregus the dondi 500 J 

That riled May flowers ; and presi'd her matron lip \ 

With kisses pure : Aside the Devil tnm'd ^ \ 

Forenvy; ydt with jealous leer malign '"' I 

Eyed them askance, and to himself thoa plun'd : i 

Sight hateful, nght tormenting 1 thus these Iwi^ \ 

Imparadised in one another's arms, SOS 
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The hazier Eden, nball enjoy theii fill 
Of Uisa on bliss: while 1 to HeU am thrust. 
Where Deither joy nor love, but fierce demre, 
Among our other tormenti not the least, 610 

Still Dnfiilfill'd with peia oflonging pines. 
Tet let me not forget what I have gun'd 
From their own mouths : All is not theirs, it Mem* ; 
One fttsl tree there stands, of knowledge oall'd, 
Forbidden them to taste ^ Knowledge forbidden' S15 
Bofipidoiis, reasonleEB. Why should theii Lord 
Envy them th&t P Can it be sin to know ! 
Can it be deB.th I And do they only stand 
By ignorance J Is that tiieir happy state. 
The proof of their obedience and their faith f S90 

O fair fonndaUon laid whereon to build 
Their min ! hence I will eicite their minda 
With more desire to know, and to reject 
EnviaoB commanila, invented with design 
To keep them low, whom knowledge might exalt 5SS 
Equal with Gods : upiring to be such, 
They taste and die : What iikelier can enane I 
But first with narrow Henrch I must walk found 
This garden, and no comer leeve nnspied ; 
A chance but chance may toad where I may meet 530 
Some wandering Spirit of Heaven by fiiuntsin nde. 
Or in thick shade retired, fmta him to draw 
What farther would be leein'd. Live while ye may, 
Tet happy p^ ; enjo7i till I letum, 
Short pleasares, for long woes are to sooceed ! 535 

So aajing, his proud step he seomfiil tnm'd. 
But with sly ciicnmspection, and began [roam. 

Through wood, through waste, o'er hill, o'er dale, bis 
Meanwhile in utmuat longitude, where Heaven 
With earth and ocean meets, the setting sun 511) 

SlSWIJTIBBESHaSSTWWwWPright aspfict 
Af^ainst the eastern gate ol PaWJiae" 
IjEveUed his smifng raj s : It was & cock 
Ofalabaster, piled up the cloods, ' "^ 
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ConqiicnonB far, winding with one iWMiit 5t5 

Accagsible liom earth, one entruice high ; < 

Tbe rest was eraggj cliff, th&t orerhnng -^ 

Btill as it'reBg , -ig q W^b!B.to |cliinii. 
Betwixt thaae rock^ pillars Q,!^^ »t, 
*^ipf *^^ ^yv\ iBgpJi^ gusrddj awaiting niffht ', ti50 

AboQt hint exeiciwdneioio game* "^ 

The nnatmed jouth of-HexTSn^ bat lugk at litiid 
<Pehnt i^ armory, shield), balms, lutd spears, 
Hnn^ high with diamond flaming and with gold. \ 

Thi^er cBmo_|^ji|glr.gliding through the even 565 
On a lunbesm, iwihtos a shooting star J 

In aatumn thwart* the''Buht, when vi^Hnii* fired j 

Impresa the air, and showrtlie msriiiDr J 

From what point "'^'■ifltlfHOTF/"' '" beware | 

rmpl hwrwjiiT' ^ •"He thus began in haste : 5GD 1 

Qabnel, to thee thy course bj lot hath ^ren I 

Char{[e and s^ct watch, that to tbi* hqapf pUe« -^ 

'JTo eril thing approach oi enter in. 
'-i This day at height of noon came to jaj sphera 
'A Spirit, tealous, as he eeeio'd, to know 665 

/Mote of the Almigbty's woikl, and chieSy Man, ' 

God's latest unsge : I described hia way 
Bent all on qieed, and mark'd hia aery gait ; 
But on the mount that lies &om Eden north. 
Where he first lighted soon discern'd his looks 570 ] 
\ Alien iiom Heaven, with pusions foul obiourad : 
Hine eye pursued him Etill, but under shade 
Lost sight of him : One of thebanish'dcrew, >j 

[ fear, hath Tc.otaied from the deep, to raise 
: New troubles \ liim thj cue must be to find. 675 

To whom the winged warrior thus tetum'd : 
Uriel, no wonder if thy perfect sight, "^ 

Amid the son's bright circle where thoa sitt'st 
\_ See far and wide : lu at this gate none pa** 
The rigilanou here placed, bat such as come 6S0 

Wen known from Heaven ; and mnce meridian hotti * 

No ofaatore tbeusa : If Spirit of other sort. 
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80 mindei], h&Tfl D'erleB.p'd them eaxthlj bonndi 

On purpose, hud thon Imow'it it to eicluda 

Spiritual BubBtacce with coiporeal bar. 586 

But if vitbin the circuit of these vslka, 

Id whatsoever alutpe he Imfa, of whom 

Thoo Ull'rt, bj mOTTowdawDgieJjiiBlUtiiow. 

So promised Be : and tTnel to hia charge 
Retnm'd on that bright beam, whoee point now fUaed 
Bore him slope downward to the nm now fUlen ' SSI 
Bene&th the Aioiea ; whether the prime orb, 
Iccredible how swift, had thither roU'if 
_ Pil T"^^ > °' ^^'^ '"" Tolfible earth, 
Bj ahoiter flight to the east, hkd left him there, 69a 
ArraTing with reflected purple and gold 
The clouds that on hii westem throne attend. 
Now came sUU Gvemng on, and Twilight graif 
Had in ber sober lirery all things dad ; 
Silence accompanied ; ioi beast and bird, 600 

Thaj. 1^ lhfjiT_£;;.°j^..i]iiif,l^^ ''!""■' '" "■°'' neata, 

Ware dunk, all but the wakeful mghjingrfe ; 
ithe all night long her amoroua dSffiR^R^ ; 
Silence was pleased : Now glow'd the firmametit 
With living sapphires : Hespenis, that led 605 

The starry host, rode bf!||tlSWr, till the moon, 
Bisiiig in clouded majeatf , at length 
Apparent queen unveil'd her peerless light. 
And o'er the dark her ulver mantle threw. 
When Adam thus to Eve : Fair Consort, the hour 
/OF night, and all things now retired to rest, 611 

f Mind us of like repose ; since God hath set 
I Labou r and r est, as d ay an iHii^^litjTj men 
Su(*l)fcw'o i iod 'tKb' timely aewofsleep, 
i* 3 Now Ming with soft Jumhrons weight, inclines 615 
f Our eyelids ; Other creatures all day long 
I Bore idle, unemplojad, and less need rest ; 
r i Man bath his daag wgfk of body or mind 
jr ' Appoi J IW r < ffi fcraclSeg'h^'fflgrftyi 

And'tbe rcganforTHSaWinsif^lMuB ways ■ 080 
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Whild other animals iiractivs range. 
And of their dninga God takes no account. 
To-morrow, ere fresh morning streil the east 
"WiUi first appToacIi*of fMrt^^fl'TTlTlsrbe riaeo, - 
And at our pleasiirtfl3.o'iir, t'tef^im'^' ' 6^ 

Ton flowery uboiuB, yonder alleys green, 
Our walk at noon with branches overgrown, 
That mock our scant manuring, and require 
More bundii thui oars to lop their wanton growth 
Those blossoms also, snd those dropping gums, 630 
That lie beetrown, uiiaightlj and nnsmooth, 
Ask riddanejjpj^jye mean to tread with ease ; 

McSn^Ei^ NEiti3rmirs7mgr.rBjaBTirTe«t. 

J'o whom thua Eva, wili porfec.t. beauty adorn'd^- 
_ Author Bjid Pianoac r what thou bidd'st f63S 

.' UgaJjae^TTobcyTso God ordains : ^— 

■J God is i.hg Inw il^i n i ^ minB ; To know no taeis 
I Is wotlllUI' 8' luLppiiisl knowledge, and lier praise. 
With thee conversing, 1 forget all time ; 
All seasons, and their change, all please alike. 640 
Sweet is the breath of Mom, her rising sweet, 
; . With chaim of earliest birds : pleasant the aun, 
\^hea first on this delightful land he spreads 

His orient beams, on herb, tree, fruit, and flower, 
"•/Glistering with dew ; fragrant tho fertile earth 645 
After soft showers ; and sweet the coming on 
Of grateful Evening mild; then sUont Night, 
With this her solemn bird, and this fair moon, 
V.And these the gems of Heaven, her starry Lrun; 

But neither breath of Morn, when she tiecenda 650 
' With charm of earliest birds : nor rising sun 

On this delightful land ; nor horb, fruit, flower, 
' Glistering with dew ; nor fragrance aflcr showers ; 
- Nor grateful evening mild ; .nor silent Night, 
With this her solemn bird, nor walk by moon, 65S 
Or glittering itarUght, wi^oa|^,tia)|,J4,iweet. 
But wherefore all night lijRg stuns these } fol vriMm 
<- This glorious iifht when sleep iiatb shot all eyes f 
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To whom our general ancestor replied : ""^ 

Datig h tB| i ^f God a nd Ma n, accomplish'd Eve, 660 f 
TbSae hare their course to finish round the earth, 1 

By monoff evening, snd from land to laud ^ 

In order, though to nations yet unborn, 
Ministering hght prepared, they eet and riae ; 
Lest total Darkness *ouId by night regain 665 

Hei old poBsession, and eitlnguisli life 
In Nature and all things ; which these eoll fires 
Not ontj enlighten, but with kindly heat 
Of various influence foment and warm, 
Temper or nourish, or in part shed down 670 _' 

Their stellar virine on all kinds that grow r ' 

On earth, made hereby apter lo receive 
PeifecUon from the sun's more potent ray. 'f 

These then, though unheheld in deep of night, 6^ 
Shine not in vain ; nor think, though mea were none. 
That Heaven would want ^lectatorB, God want praise 
HilUonB of spirilnal ereatnres walk the earth ^ 

Unseen, both when we wake and when we sleep ; 
AH these with ceaseless pruse his works behold 
Both daj and night : How often from sieep 680 

Of echoing hill or thicket have we heard 
Celestial voices to the midnight air. 
Sole, or responsive each to other's note, 
Singing their great Creator ? oft in bands 
While they keep watch, or nightly rounding walk, 685 
With heavenly touch of iastrumental sounds 
In full harmonic nniabor join'd, their songs i 

Divide the night, and lift onr thoughts to Heave n. ^ , j 

Thus talking, hand in hand alcne they pass'd 
On to theit blisaiiil bower : it was a place . 690 

Chosen by the sov'telgn Planter, when he framed 
All things tu Man's delightful use : the roof 
or thickest covert was inwoven shade 
Laurel and myrtle, and what lughet grew 
Of firm and fragrant leaf; on either side 695 
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'.ccnUinB, and each oduroua busby Bhnib, 
' ^p the Tetdant wall ; each boautoom flower, 



Iris oU huea, Qiges, and jeBBamin^ J 

Itear'd high theirflouriSttlTIieads between, and wrought 
Uouic ; underfoot the-'io l ct , 700 

Cn>ci)pta|nd hyacHItni wiOiTlch inlay 

"firoider'd the^liTid, mora colour'd than with Stone ■^ 
Of coBtliest emblem: Other craature hare, 



More saeced and sequeetei'd, though but feign'd, 

Pan or Sylvanas never slept, nor Kymph 

ITdtTauiiusTiaouled. Here, in close recow, 

With flowera, garlands, and sweet-smetllng herbs, 

Espotued Eve deck'd first hei nuptial bed : 710 

And heavenly choirs the hymeuEean aung, 

What day the genial Angd to oui siro 

Bioiight her in naked beauty more adocn'd, 

More lovely, than Pandora, wham the Gods 

Endow'd with all their {rifls, and O ! too tike 71S 

In sad erent, when to the unvriaer son 

Of Japhet brought by Herroes, she ensnared 

Msnkind with her fair looks, to be avenged 

On him who bad elolen Jove's authentic fire. 

Thua, at their shady lodge arrived, both stood, 730 
Both tnm'd, and under open sky adored 
The God that made both sky, air, earth, and heaven, 
Which they beheld, die moon's re^lendent globe. 
And stony pole : Than also madeat the night, 
Maker Omnipotent, and thou the day 735 

Which w^W'diir appointed work employ'd, 
Have finish'd, happy in our mutual help 
And njotnal love, the crown of all our bliss 
Ordain'd by thee ; and this delicious place 
For ns too large, where thy abundance wants 730 
Partakers, and uncropp'd &lls to the ground. 
But thon baat promised from us two a race 
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To fiU the earth, who shall with m extol 
Tb^ gunlDEaelnfinite , both when we wake 
And when n>e eeek, as now, thj gifl of ileep. 736 

This aald nnanimoua, and other riles 
Obverring nono, but adoration pure 
■Which God lUtM baat, into their inmost bowec 
Handed they went ; and, eased tho putting o$ 
These tioublesmne diaguiaeB wliich we wear, 740 

Straight aide b; aide were laid ; nor tnin'd, I ween, 
Adam fiom hie fair Bpouse, nai Ere the litea 
Mysleiioos of connubial love refused : 
Whatever hypocrites ansterelj tslll 
Of pnritj, and place, and innocence, 745 

Defaming as impure what God declarea 
Pure, and commands to some, learea fiee to all. 
Oar Mater bids increase ; who hida abKtain 
But our Destroyer, foe to God and Man i 
Hail, wadded Love ! mystecions law, true source 756 
Of htunan offspring, sole propriety 
Ie Paradise of all tilings conraion else. 
By thee adt-.lterous Lust was driven from men 
Among the bestial herds to range ; by thee, 
-Founded in reason, loyal, just, and pure, 756 

ReUtima dear, and all the charities 
Of' lather, son, and brother, first were known. 
Far be it, that 1 should write thee sin or blame, 
Or think thee unbefitting hrdieet place, 
Peroetual fount^n of domestic sweets, T60 

Wtiose bed U undetiled and chaste pronounced, 
Preeent or past, as ealnts and patriarchs used. , ' 

Here Love his golden shafts employs, here li|[hts ''^'' 
me conctajit lamp, and waves his purple wings, T^ 
.Keigns here and revels ; not in the bought smile T66 



fharlots, iovelo85,joylea 
isual ftdition ; nor in co 
iz'd dance, or wajiton ni 



, unendear'd, 



n niaek, or nudnight ball, 
HV serdnate, which tho starved lever sings 
inv\, his prond fair, beat quitted with disdain. 
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'*'>"'"ijnll'tii hf i|ig;.iiiig<ilp«j embiaoing dept. 
And"^ their naked limbq^the Bawerj looT* 
Shower'd roses, which tlie mom repui'd. Bleep oHi 
t Blen'd pair ! ajid ' yerHiippiest, if je seek 
VjfoJiiippieT Btste, uid know to know no more. 7TS 

'•^'■'■^Now had night raBamuBd with her dm4ow7 oona 
Halfwaj up hill thia vaat gubluna j vault, 
And from theii ivoiy port Ae Chenibini, 
Forth iaauing tt the aociSrtom'd hour, stood ann'd 
To their oigiit watebna ii^ woi lika parado ; 780 

'. When Qalirif] to his neil in power thus apaka : 
' ^zjiol, h^r these draw ofi^ and coaat-th&4onlh 

> . With atriclest walch; these' other whanitliB injrtfi; 
Our circuit meetsJijJlJKest. As flame thej put, 
HtdTwheeH^ to the shield, half to the Bpeu. TEG 
From these two strong and sobtle Bpirits he call'd 
That near him stood, sjid gave them thns m ehaige. 

Ithuriel and Zephon, with wing'd qieed 
SearcFtlinnigh tliis'gu'den, leave muearch'd no nook ; 
But ciiiefly where those two tkir creatorea lodge, 7DQ 
Now lud perh^>s uleep, secure of harm. 
This evening from the sun's decline arrived. 
Who tells of some infernal Spirit seen 
Hitherward bent (who could have thought ?} eao^ed 
Thqlfpf pq fljril. on errMTJ-baJjifi doubt: 79& 

Such, where je find, seize f[ist,,Euid bithej bring. 

Bo saying, on he led his radiant files. 
Dazzling the moon ; these to the bown direct 
In search of whom thoy sought : Him there the; bmi 
Squat like a toad, closo at the ear of Bve, ' " ~ SOO 
AaBSytngltjblB'deviliBli art to reocb 
The ocgans of her foncj, and with them fotgf 
lUuNODs, ea be list, phantasms and dieama; ^ 

Or if, ini[Hiiiig venom, he might taint , 

The animal spirite that from pure blood ariM eOgll 

Like gentle brealhs, from rivers pure, thence nuM ^ 
At least diitemper'd, discontented thoughts, g 

Vain b^Mis, vun aims, inordinate desireli, "*? 
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Blown np with high cunceita ingendering pride. 
Him thus intent Ithtuiel with his speu Bll 

Touch'd lightl; ; for no falsehood con endure 
Touch of celeatial tempar, but retuma 
Of forCQ to its own likeness : Up ho stwtf 
Discovei'd and BOrjuised. As when a qnrk 
Lights on a heap of nitrous^powder, laid 81! 

fit for the tan some magazine to store 
Againat b. lumour'd Wai, the smutty pain. 
With gudden blaie diffused, itlflamea the air ; 

Back ate pp'd tiiose " wo fair Ant;ela, half awaiad 6M 

So suddeTTTnieTiold the grisly king ; 
I . . Yet thus, unmoved with fear, accost him noon : 

Wbicli of those reb el Spirita adjiidg^cd to Hell 
I Corneal tttaULTescopsAJjiy, prison ? and, transibrm'd, 
I Wby aai'st thou lika an enemy in wut, 82! 

1 Here watching at the head of these that sleep ? 
' Know ^.^ not tiifin- B uiij Satan, fili'd with scorn, 

I For you, there sitting where ye durst not soar ; 

' Not to know me argues yourselves unknown, 831 

The lowest of your throng; or, if ye know, 
Wby aak ye, and Euperfluous begin 
Your message, hka to end aa much in vain ? 

[ To '"''"111 ''""' ^pohon , answering scorn with scorn 

' Think not, revoUed Spirit, t^y shape _tlie_Bjy;ie, 831 
Or undim iniah'd brigh tness ToTe Known, 

f- As when tJiQU^too U 's t in H eaven .'ipright and pure; 
That glory then, when thou no more wast good, 
Departed frcm thee ; and.^io^jUUiaattil££.Uiow 
Tby rin and plae oof joom, obscure and foul. 841 

■« SutraJne; lor'thou^ba sure .""BlMtr give account 
To him who sent ua, whoso cliarge is to keep 

', , Tills place inviolable, and theee from harm. 

y So spake the Cherub ; and his grava rebuke, 

|, Severe in yoothiW beanty, added grace Ml 

I Invincible ■ Abaah'd the Devil atood. 
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And felt how awfol goodneu it, uid n.w 

Virtno in her shape how lovely ; »aw, and pined 

Hi> Iocb; but cbiefl]' to lind here obeerred 

Hii luatte viaibly ifflpair'd ; yet seem'd 850 

Uuduinted. If 1 muet contend, raid he, 

Beat with tho best, the Bender, not the Bent, 

Or sH at once ; more glory will be won, 

Or leaa be loat. Thy his, aaid Zephon boM, 

Win save us trial what the least cut do 6KS 

Single aguiut thee wicked, and thence weak. 

The Fiend rqpUed„nol, ovMCQiap..Tg'th i'H:« ; 
But, like 1 proud steed rein'd, weiiT haughty on, 
' Champing liii mbbi — ti — VoTitTiva or flj 
He held it vain ; awe from above hod i^uell'd B60 

His hetLTt, not else dismay'd. Now drew they nigh 
The western point, ^frtieie tbom half-roonding goardi 
Juat met, and cloung stood in squadron join'd, 
Awaiting next command. To whom theii; Oliief, 
Gabriel, from tho front thus call '3 aloud : 86S 

Ofriendsl I hear tile tread of nimble feet-^M, 
Hasting this way, and now by glimpee diecem 
Ithuriel and Zaphon through the slwde ; 
AHd^ith thein coinea a tlj^ j of regal port. 
But faded splendour wan ; who bj his gait 870 

And fierce demeanour acema the Prince of Hell, 
Not likeljr to part bence'witliout conteii';"~~ 
Stand &in, for in his look defiance lours. 
^ ^ He teaioe had ended, when tb<ne two approaeh'd, 
f And briefretated whom they brought, where found, S7G 
'- How boded, in whkt form and pcMture couch'd. 

To whom with item regard thus Gabitel spaka 
Why bast Uion, Satan, brt^e the bounds proacrib* 
To thy transgresnons, and diaturb'd the chorga 
Ofothert, who approve not to transgrea* 880 

._ Bj thj example, but have power and right 
1^ qneition thy bold entrance on this pkce ; 
Einploj'd, it seems, to violate sleep, aod theaa 
WhoM dwelling God hath pknted h«re in bliM ' 
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And Bttch I held thee ; but this qaestion ujc'd (^. p 

PoU me in doubt. Lives there who lovee hia pun ? y 
Wtio would not, finding way, break loose from Hell, 
T llw^T i n g r B73"o'oi^?T1iouw^d:a't^;^eggnp doubt. 
And boldly ventura to w^i^'cr gaco 891 

Furtheat fr om pain, where thoamightat hope to change 
TofflWrrVith ease , end eoonest racampeme 
Dole with delight, which m. this pUoe I sought ; 
To thee no resaon, who know'at only good, 895 

But evil hut b )t tried : uid wilt abject 

His will who bounds Oa > T.l.tJ|iitr^ ffll^r Imr 

Hia iron gat^s, if he intends out stay 
lnUni.T(Iark^urBJice :" thus much what was sak'd. 
The rest la true, they found mAsbau thap-oajr; 000 
Sut.t^tim£jigg_iiot violence or harm. 

ThosTe in scorn. The worlika Angel moTed, 
Oisdainfolly half nniling, thua replied : 
O loH of one in Heaven to judge of wise 
Bince Satan feU, whom folly overthrew, 90G 

And now returns him fr<»n hia prison acaped, 
Gr»Tely in doubt whether to hold them wiae 
Or not, who ask what boldness brought him hither 
Unlicensed &ani hia hounds in Hell prescribed ; 
Bo wise^a judges il.to fly from pai" 910 

Hdwercr, and to scape bis punishment ! 
So judge thou atill presumptuous ! till the wrath, 
Which thou incurr'et by flying, meet thy flight 
Sevenfold, and acourge that wisdom back to Hell, 
Which taught thee yet no better, that no pain 916 
Can eqnal anger iniinite provoked. 
But wherefore thou alone .' where^^ vi/^ 'bee 
Came not all hall broke loose ? u piygjojliam 
Les^Jioih, less to be fled ; or thou thaji thoy 
Less haiSy'to endure ? ^Courggaous Chiaf! '■ 930 
Tha'firBT JifTli^lit'from pain ! hoilst thou alleijed 
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To thy deBeiied host this cause of flight, 
Tlum aurolj hiitl.«^iy,t ji(Bi».»le fiigitiTe. 

Tn whiph (jtfl yJBml.iIiiia ausner'd, fTowning BlBrn : 
Not that I less endure, oT'DlirinTi'Troin pain", 936 

' Inraiting Angel '. well ibou know'et I stood 
k Ttij Seccest, (chen in battle to thj aid 

The blasting volliod lliunder mado all speed, 
And seconded thy else not dreaded spear. 
But still thy words at random, as before, 930 

Argue Uiy inexperience what behoves 
From luird aaesfB and iH succeasen pasi'd 
A fajthfol leader, not ti> hazard all 
Through waji of danger by himself untried : 
1, therefore, I alone first undertook 935 

To wing the desolate abyss, and spy 
Thianow cHiXei ftdrld, whereof in Hell 
Fame is not silent, here in hope to End 
Better abode, and my aSTcied f oweis 
To settle here on earth, or m mid air ; 840 

Though tat possession put to try onca nu re 
What thou and thy gay li^gions dare against ; 
• Whose eawer businesB were to serve their Lord 
, High up in Heaven, with songs to h^mn his throne, 
\ And practised distances to cringe, not fight. 645 

'""To whom the warrior Angolsoon replied : 
Ts eSX.and siraight nasajj jretending first 
Wisp, to % jiah^ ^ofessing neit the apj,^ 
Argues no leader hut a liaf traced, '"' 
.Satan, and coul(isttliou'feithi)jJ.'jdd.' O name, 360 
O sacred aamo. c^^^t^fblnees profaned ! 
Faithful tn whom .' lo tby rebellious crew ? 
. Army of Fiends, fit body to fit head,, 

W^ this your discipline and faith engaged, 
Tour military obedience, to Sissolve 906 

Allegiance to the acknowledged Power supreme ? 
And t;hpu^sljJr^)gSi[itB, who now wouldst seem 
Fatron of liberty, who more than thou 
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Once fawo'd, 3j\d cringed, end aemlgljjulorad 

To dJBpcBgcBS hinij anii tbjeelj to reign ? 

Bat mark wliatT aVead ttiee now, Av^ug^ 

Fly thither w hence th ou fledet ! fr from thia hour 

WitEnHieeeSfllE^ljlunitfl thou appeSFy'"" 

BacrtS tlie2jfi?riml ptn^S^ec'^aiii'd, 965 

And BtMultieB so as liencelorth uot to acorn ' 

The facile gates of Hell too sligbtlj barr'd, / 

So threitteDed he j'-but Saten to no tnrevt^^ ~ 
Gave heed, but waxing more in rage{gg|jfy^B , 
p«i Then when I nin th j_ caative, lalk of ^aine, ! i 
r Proud limifit^^lierub ! but ere then / I 

I Far hearter load Ih^^M'^ipect to feel I /_ '. 

I From my^i? W !H!Tng arnHuiough He ji,T[en'a King *'^' 
I Ride olTpijI yuiga, and thou with tiij compeers, ;■ 
I Ueed to the yoke, draw'Bt hie triumphant wheeli 97t', 
! Jn progress through the road of Heaven sCar-paTed. J 
' While thus ho spake, the angelic squaifron KrlgJl * 
Ttti n'd fierx red, sharpening in mooned Korna 
Th|ir phn lanaL, and began to hllfi BEm round 
wSK poTtcTspears, as thick as when a field 981. 

Of Ceris ripe for harresl waving bends 
Her bearded grove of ears, which way the wind 
Sways them ; the carefU ploughman doubting MUo^s, 
'.est on the threshing-floor his hopeless sheaves 
Prove chaff. On the other side, Satan, aUnn'd, 9Ea 
Collecting alt his might, dilated btood, 
Like_Xeu«riff^rTmagj unremoved ; 
His stature reach'd'the sky, and on his crost 
Bat H orror ^ plum ed ; nor wanted m his grasp 
VVtial eeem'd both spear and shield: now dreadful deeds 
Might have ensued, nor only Paradise 991 

In this commotion, but the starry cope 
Of Heaven perhaps, or all the elemenle 
At least hod gone to wreck, disttub'd and torn 
With violence m this conflict, had not soon W& 

The EicTnal, te prevent such horrid fraT, 
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Hung forth in Hea.ven bis golden BcaleB, jtt MMi 
Betwixt Astrea, ajiJ the Scorpion sign, 
Wherein all things created firat he weigh'd, 
The pendulous laund earth with baJanced air 1000 
In counteipoiee, now ponders all events, 
Bftttles and [ealms : in theso he pgl two weighta, 
The floquelench of parting an JafliglltT' ' 
The IflllBt quicl'up flew iiiA mck'd the beam ; 
Which Gabriel spying, thus boapake the Fiend : 10(B 
Satan; I know th^strength, and thou knnw')||;mina; 
Neither onr own, bnt giver. : what fo% Ihoa. 
ToBbitB't wTaVarma can do? since fliina no more 
Than Heaven permits, nor mino, thpjjjr h. doubled 1505 
To tnunple thee as miie : for proof look up, 1 Old 

, And read tby lot in yon celedtial sign ; %^ieeST\ 

Where thou art weigh'd, and shown how ligh^' toH 
If thou reaiflt. The Fiend look'd up, and know 
ffia mounted scale alef^ : no more } but fled 
MunBH«ing,and with him fled the riiaSesof night. 1016 
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BOOK V. 

he likn u Doi. jel'comfcrli hor : TU07 oooia fonh to tiwll^- 
,»bourt i Then moinina hTmn at the door of Ibsit bawor. God, 

obodiooco. of bis fres eslEt'o of \m ei.omj noat al hlwl, who b* 

kaow. DapbacJ coineB down lo Paradise ; hia appearano dewrtk- 
ed; hia cnnjing discerned by Adam afar off iiiilDf II tba door 
of hiiboworlTieEOOtouSlonieelhim, liTii;gs bini to Mi lod|«, 

!i);Eve;lb(!lrdivaaTieatlab1s: Biifhielpeifoimi Kbi nMuag^ 
?.™^ie Bml 1^1™ Wv"^ 80711!° ^StiiS theiMf^'^^K 
raiibjwlio in aisumcnl dissuades sndoppojesliim, then (ociixkei 

New Morn, her rosy stops in llie' eastern clime 

Advinoing, sow'd tlie aiuth witli orient pearl, 

When Adam wuked, bo cuatom'd ; foi hu sleep 

Vfta aerj light, from pure digestion bred. 

And temperate vaponri bland, which the' otil; sound 6 

Of leiiT«s and turning lille, Aurora's fan, 

Lightljr dispersed, and the shcitl matin song 

Orbirds on ever; bongh ; so mnch Ihe more 

His wonder was to lind unwaken'd Eve. 

iTith trsMes discompoaed, and glowing cheek, 10 

As through unquiet rest : he, on his side 

Leaning half raised, with looks of cordial love 

Hung over her enamour'd, and beheld 

Beautj, which, whether waking or asleep, 

Shot &rth peculiar graces ; then with voice 16 

Utld u when Zephfrua on Flora breathes, 

Her hand son touching, whisper'd thoa : Awake, 

Hy forest, my esponsod, my latest found, 

Heavea'a laat best gill, my aver new delight ' 
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Awake ; tliB morning shines, and the fresh &e1i) 2C 
CatU us ; we lose the prime, to nmrk how spiing 
Out tender plants, how blows the citron grove. 
What drops the mytrh, and what the balmy reed. 
How nature prunte her colours, how the bee 
Sits on the bloom extiaclinK liquid sweet. 05 

Such whispering waked hei, but with startled oye 
' On Adam, whom embracing, thus she spake : 

O sole in whom my thoughts find all lepoae. 
My glory, my perfection ' glad I see 
Thy face, and morn retum'd ; for I this night 30 

(Such night till this I never pass'd) have dream'd, 
If dream 'd, not, asl ofl am wont, of thee, 
Works of day past, or morrow's next design, 
But of offence and trouble, which my mind 
Knew never till this irkscme night : methought, 35 
Close at mine ear one cali'd me forth to walk 
With gentle voice ; I thought it thine: it said, 
• Why eleep'at thou, Eve ? now is the pleaeant lime. 
The cool, the silent, save where silence yields 
To the night-wai1>ling bird, that now awake 40 

Tunes sweetest his iove-labourd song ; now reigns 
Full erb'd the moon^ and with more pleasing light 
Sliaduwy sets olT the face of things ; in vain, 
[fnone regard ; Heaven wakes with all his ejes, 
Whom to behold but thee, Natote'n dewie i ** 

In whose sight all things joy, with tavisbmBnt 
Attracted hy thy beauty st^l to gaze." 
1 rose aa at thj call, but found thee not ; 
To find theo I directed then my walk ; 
And oD, methought, alone 1 pass'd through ways ^ 
That brought me on a audden to the tree 
Of iotoidicted knowledge : fair it seem'd, 
Much fiber to my fancy than by day : 
And, as I wondering look'd, beude it stood- 
One shaped and wing'd like one of those &om BmHS . 
By us oft Men ; hi. dewy hicks distill'd * 

^mbrawa ; en that tiM he alao gazed ; 



r 
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And, " O fail plant," aajd ha, " with fruit mchargwl, 
Dcigni none to ease thj loiuil, uid taste thj sweet, 
Nor God, Dor Man? Is knowledge bo deapuedF 60 
Or flnf;, or what teserve forbidB ta taste ! 
Forbid irbo will, none ihall fioni me withhold 
Longer thy offar'd good ; why else let here !" 
This said, he paused nut, but with renturoui arm 
He pluck'd, he taatsd ; mo damp horror chjll'd (i6 

At such bold words Toach'd with a de«d SO bold ■ 
But he thus, orerjoy'd : " O fruit divine. 
Sweet of thysalf, but much mora sweet thu« cropp'd, 
Forbidden here, it seems, as only Gt 
For Gods, jat ablo to make Gods of men 70 

And why not (rods of Man ; unca good, the mora 
Commmucated, more abundant grows. 
The author luit impair'd, but honour'd more ! 
Here, happj creatura, &ii uigollo Eve I 
Partake thou also : happy though thon art, 76 

Happier thoa mayst be, worthier canst not be : 
Taste this, ind be henceforth among; the Goda 
Thyself a Goddess, not to earth Confined, 
But somotimes m the air, as we, sometimes 
Ascend to Hearen, bj merit thine, and aea SO 

What liie the Gods lire there, and snch live thon 1" 
So saying, he drew lugh, and to ma held. 
Even to my mouth of that same tirnit held part 
Which he hod plnck'd ; the pleasant saTouiy smell 
So qnicken'd appetita, that I, methought, 85 

Could not but taste. Forthwith up to tha olouda 
With him I flew, and onderneath beheld 
The earth ootstretch'd immense, n prospect wide 
And various ; wondering at my flight and change 
To this high exaltation, i mddenly 9Q 

My guide was gone, and I, methought sunk down . 
And fell asleep ; but O, how glad I waked 
To find this but a dream '. Thus Eve her night 
Belated, and thus Adam anewer'd sad : 

Best iniaga of myself, and dearer half, 95 
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The tTOaU« of thy tfaonghu this night in deep 

AfficU me eqaslly ; nor can I lika 

This aneoath dreun, of evfl sprung, I feir ; 

Tet evil whence i' in th«e cu) btibour mine,. 

Created pure. But hnow that in the lanl 100 

Are many lesser facultieB, that lerTe 

Reason te chief ; among theaa Fancy next 

Her office holds ; of all external thlnjra, 

Wliich the five watchfiil sense* repreaent. 

She forma imaginattous, aery Bhapea, 106 

Which Reason, joining or disjoining, fiamea 

Alt what we affirm or what deny, and call 

Our knowledge .or opinion ; then reUrei 

Into her private cell, when nature raata. 

Oft in bee aibsence mimic Fane; wakea 110 

To imitate her ; but, misjoining Rhapee, 

Wild work producea oft, and most in dreanu; 

HI matching words and deeds long past et bit. 

Some such reaemblances, metbinki, I find 

Of onr laat evening's talk, in this thy dream, 116 

Bnt with addition strange ; yet be not aod. 

Evil into the mind of God or Man 

Haycome and go, so miapproved, and leare 

No spot or blame behind : wbioh gives me hope 

That what in sleep thou didst shhor to dieam UO 

Waking thoa never wilt consent to do 

Be not dishearten'd then, nor cload tfaoee looki, 

That wont to be more cheerful and serene 

Than when &ic morning first smiles on the worid ; 

And let us to our fresh employments rise 1S6 

Among the groves, the fountains, and the flowera 

That open now their choicest bosom'd amella, 

Reserved from night, and kept for thee in etoie. 

So cheer'd he his fair spouse, and she was oheer'd ; 
But nlently a gentle tear let fall 130 

From «ither eye, ind wiped them with her hair ; 
Two other prectons drops that ready stood, 
Each in their cryetal sluice, he are they fbll 
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Ein'd, u the gncioDR mgm of sweet remorse 
And pious awe, that feai'd to biive oSended. 135 

So &I1 wBH clrar'd, and to Uie field thej hwM. 
But fint, rroni nnder iludy arborous roof 
Soon is they forth neie come to open «ght 
Of dBfspring, and the son, who, scarce uprisen, 
With wheels jet hovering o'ar the ocean-brim, 140 
Shot parallel tb Ihe earth his dewy ray, 
DiiKovering in wide landscape all the east 
Of PandiBe and Edea's liappj plains ; 
Lowly they bow'd adoring, and ijegan 
Their oiisons, each moming duly paid 145 

In yarious style ; for neither TariouB style 
Nor holy rapture wanted they to praise 
Their Maker, in fit strains pronounced, or song 
Unmeditated : aoch pronipt eloquence 
Flow'd from tlieir lips, in proae or numerous Terse, ISO 
More tunsble than needed late or hatp, 
To add more sweetness ; and they thus began : 

These are thy glorious vtake. Parent of good. 
Almighty ! Thine this oniTcrsal fiame, 
Thus wondrous fair ; thyself how wondrous then '. 155 
UnHpenkable, wtw sitt'it ihoTe these heavens 
To Ds invinble,'or dimly seen 
Id these thy lowert works ; yet these declare 
Thy goodnesB beyond thought, and power divine 
Speak, ye who best can tell, ye sons of light, 160 

Angels ; for ye behold Mm, and with songs 
And choral symphooioB, day without night. 
Circle his throne rejoicing ; ye in Heaven. 
On Earth join, all ye creatures, to eitol 
Him first, him last, him midst, and wi^ioat end. 1G6 
Fairest of stars, last in the train of night, 
If better thou lielong not to the dawn. 
Sure pledge of day, that crown'st the smiling mom 
With thy bright circlet, prsias him in thy ^era, 
While ^y arises, that sweet lioor of prime. 170 

Thou Sun of this great world both eye and soul. 
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Acknowledge him tlij greator ; lonnd his pr&iao 
In thy etoinftl coiirae, both when thou olirab'at, 
And wlien high noon lias gain'd, and when thou foH'et. 
Moon, that now meet'st the orient sun, now Sieal, 175 
With the fij'd Stars, fii'd ia their orb that fliee ; 
And, je Sve other wandering Fires, that move 
In myetic dance not withoat song, lesound 
Hia praise, who out of daikceia cull'd up light. 
Air, and, jo ElementB, the eldest birth 180 ' 

Of NatQre's womb, that in quaternion nm 
Feipetnal uirclq, multiform ; and roii 
And Douiieh all things ; let your ceaEelesa change 
Vary to our great Maker Blill new praiBO. 
Ye Mistt and Exhalations, that now rise 1% 

From hill or ateaming lake, dusky or gray. 
Till the Bun paint your fleecy skiitH with gold. 
In honour to thr! world's great Author rise ; 
Whether to deck with clouds the uncoloor'd aky, 
Or whet the thirsty earth with foltii^g Bhowon, 190 
Rieing or falling stilt adrance his pruse. 
His praise, ye Winds, that fiom four quarters hlow, 
Bcealho eolt or loud ; and, wave /our tops, ye Pines, 
With every plant, in Hign of worship w»Te. 
Fountains, and ;e that warble, as ye flow, 1% 

Melodious muTmura, warbling tune his praise- 
Join Toicea, all yc living Souls : Ye Birds, 
That ainging up to Hcavon-gato ascend. 
Bear on y^ur wings and in your notes hia praise. 
To (hat in (vatere glide, and yfi that walk 200 

The earth, and stately tread or lowly creep : 
Witness if I be silent, n-oxn or even, 
'I'o hill, or valloy, fountidn, or fresh shade, 
MaJe vocal by my song, and taught his praise. 
Hail, universal Lord ' be bounteous still SOB 

To give ua only good ; and if the night 
Have galher'd aught of evil, or conceal'd. 
Disperse it, as now light diBr«ls the dark ! 
So pray'd they innocent, and to thoir thoughts 
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\ Firm peaca lecover'd soon, uid wooted eslm. 910 

I On to theii morning'* rural work the; hwte, 
Among Bweet dews and flowera ; where any row 

! Of fruit trees over-woody reaoh'd too f«r 
Their punper'd bough*, uid needed hands to check 
Fruitlesa embraces : or thej led the vine 215 

!To wed her elm ; she, apmued, ■boot him twinM 
Her marrisgeafale arma, and with her bringi 
Her dower, the adopted cinstets, to adorn 
^ HJH barren loaves. Thera thus emploj'd beheld 
1^ With pity Heaven's high King, and to him cali'd fSO 
j Raphael, the sociable Spirit, that deign'd 
^ To trsvei with Tobias, and secured 

His marriage with the aeven-times wedded mud. 

RapKae), said be, thou beaj'st what stii on Earth 
Satan, from Uoll scapod tiirongb the daduome gait. 
Hath raised in Parsdise ; sjid how diatnrb'd 23tl 

This night the human pair ; bow he designs 
[n them at once lo ruin all mankind. 
Go, tborefora, half this da; as riiond with friend 
Converse with Adam, in what bower or shade 330 
I Thou lind'st him from the heat of noon retired, 
' To respite his day-labour with repast, 

Or with repose ; and such discourse bring on. 

As may advise him of Mb happy state. 

Happiness in his power left &ee to will, &3G 

Left to his own free will, his will thoagb free. 

Vet mutable ; whence warn him to beware 

He swerve not, too secure : Tell him withal 

His danger, and from whom ; what enemv. 

Late &llen himself from Heaven, is plottmg now 340 

The fall of othan fnmi like state oF blisa ; 

By violence J" no, for that shall be withstood ; 

But by deceit and lies : This let him know, 

Lest, wilflillj transgreaslng, he pretend 

Surprisal, unadmonish'd, unforewani'd. MS 

So spake the Eternal Father, and fhlfiU'd 
AH justice ; Nor delay'd the winged Sunt 
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Aflat hia chargo coceived ; bat from among 
Thotwand ceteBtiul Atdours, where ho stood 
Veil'd witli his gorgeous wings, upspringing light, SCO 
Flew through the midst of tlsavon , the angelic choirs, 
On each hand parting, to his speed gave way 
Through all the empyreal mad ; till, at the gate 
Of Heaven arriyed, the gate Boif-opeii'd wide 
On gohJen hinges turning, aa by work 256 

Divine the Bov'reign Architect had framed. 
From henoB no cloudy or, to obstruct his sight, 
Star interposed, however small, he sees. 
Not unconform^d to other shining globes, 
Earth, and the garden of God, with cedars crown'd 
Above nil hills. As wlien by night the glass 261 

Of Galileo, less assured, observes 
Imagined lands snd regions in the moon - 
Qr pilot, frvm amidet the Cyclades 
' Delos or Samoa first appearing, keiu S65 

A cloudy spot. Down thither prone in flight 
Ho speeds, and through the vast elhoreal sky 
Sails between worlds and worlds, with steady wing 
~ Now on the polar winds, then with quick Ian 

Winnows the buxom air ; till, within soar 270 

Of towering eagles, to all the fowls he seems 

A phenii, gaied by alt as that sole bird, 

When, to enshrine his reliques in the Sun's 

Blight temple, to Egyptian Thobea be flies. 

At once on the eastern cliff of Paradise 375 

He lights, and to his proper shape returns, , 

A seraph ning'd : Six wings ha wore to shade 

His lineaments divine ; the pair that clad 

Each aboulder broad, came mantling o'er his breart 

With regal ornament • the middle pair 880 

Gift like a starry xone his waist, and round 

Skirted hia loint and thighs witii downy gold 

A:^ coloure dipp'd in Heaven ; the th^d his fbet 

Shadow'd &om either heel with feathei'd mail, 

Skf-tinetored Krain. Like Maia's wn be stood, S8& 
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And Bb.o6k his plumes, that heavenly fHgrance fiU'd 
The circuit wide. Straight knew him nil the buidB 
Of Angela nndet watch ; and to his etata 
And to bis message high, ia honour rise ; 
Foi on some message high they guess'd him bonjid. 
Their glittering tents he pasa'd, imd now in come S91 
Into tlie bliaBful field, through groves of wjnh, 
And flowering odours, cassia, nard, and balm ; 
A wilderness of sweets : for Nature here 
Wanton'd as in hei prime, and ptay'd at will 395 

Hei virgin fancies, pouring forth more sweet, 
Wild above role ot art, enormous hlias. 
Him through the spicy forest onward come 
Adam discem'd, as in the door he sat 
Of his coal bawerj while how the mounted sun 300 
Bhet down direct his fervid rays to vraim 
£arth's inmost womb, more warmth than Adun need* - 
And Eve within, due at her hour, prepared 
Fbr dinner savoury fruits, of taste to please 
True appetite, and not disrelish thirst 305 

Of uectarous draughts between, from milky atieam, 
Berry or grapo -. To whom thua Adam call'd : 

Hasle hither, Eve, and worth thy sight behold 
Eastward among those trees, what glorious shape 
Comes this way moving ; aeems another mom 310 
- Risen on midnoon ; some great beltest &om Heaven 
To us perhaps he brings, and will vouchsafe 
This day to be our guest. But go with speed. 
And, what thy stores contain, bring forth, and pom 
Abundance, fit to honour and recoivo 31& 

Our heaveniy stcanger ; Well may wa afford 
Our givers their own giCta, and large bestow 
From largo bestow 'd, where nature multiplies 
Her fertile growth, and by disburdening gromi 
More Ituitful, which instructs us not to spare. 330 

To whom thus Eve : Adam, earth's hollow'd monld. 
Of God inspired ! small store will servo, where store, 
All seasons, luie for use hanjjs on the stalk; 
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Save what by frugal Btoring firmneaB gtiaa 

To noaiiah, snd superfluoiu moiBt consmnBi ■ SBC 

But 1 will haste, and from each bough and braks, 

£ach plant and juiciest gourd, will pluck such choica 

To entertain oiir Angel gueat, as he 

Beholding ahall confesa, that here on EarHi 

God hath diBpeosed his bounties as in-Heaven. 330 

So aajiag, with despatchful looks in haste 
She tunu, on hospitable thoughts intent ; 
What choice tn choose for delicacj best, 
What order, to contrived as not to mix 
Tastfts not weU join'd, inelegant, but bring 33S 

Taale after taste upheld with kindliest change ; 
Bestirs hei then, and from each tender stalk 
Whatever Earth, all bearing mother, jields 
In India East or West, or middle shore 
In PontuB or the Funic coast, or where 340 

AlcinouB retgn'd, friut of all kinds, in coat , 
Rough, or smooth rind, or bearded husk, or shell, 
She gathers tribute large, and on the board 
Heaps with unsparing hand ; for drink the grape 
She crushes, inoffensive must, and meaths 34A 

From nnn; a berry, and from sweet kernels pien'd 
She tempers dulcet creams ; nor these to hold 
Wants her fit vessda pure ; then straws the ground 
Witb rose and odours from Ihe shrub unfiimed. 

Meanwhile oui primitive great sire, t« meet 360 
His Godlike guest, walks forth, without mote tiaitt 
Accompanied than witb his own eomptele 
PBrfections) in hiuiself was all bis atate, 
More solemn than the tedious pomp that waits - 
On princes, when their rich retinue long 3GB 

Of horses led, and grooms besmear'd with gold, 
Danles the crowd, and sets them all agape. 
Hearei Ms presence Adam, though not awed, 
fat with submiss approach and reverence meek, 
Aa to a superior nature bowing low, 960 

Thus Md : Native of Heaven, for other place 
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Mone CkQ tlliiin Heaven such gloriouB eh^ie contBJii ; 
Since, by descending From the thrones above. 
Those happ; places thou hnt doign'd a while 
To want, and honour these, vouchsafe with W 366 
Twa only, wiio yet by soy'reign gift posses* 
This spacious ground, in yonder shady boner 
To rest ; and what the garden choicest beats 
To sit and ta^te, till ttiis meridian heat 
Be over, and the sun more cool declins. 370 

Whom thus the angelic Virtue answei'd mitd : 
Adam, I thcreBira came ; nor art thoa mch 
Created, or sach place hast here to dwell, 
As may not ofl invite, though Spirits of Heaven, 
To visit thee ; lead on then where thy bower 375 

O'erahades ; for these midhoure, till evening rise, 
I have at wiU. So to the silvan lodge 
They came, that like Pomona's arbour smiled, 
With floworelfl deok'd, and fragrant sroells ; but Eve, 
UnderJc'd save vrith herself, more lovely fiiir 380 

Than Woodnymph, or the fairest CioddcBs feign'd 
Of three that in mount Ida naied sh'ove, - 
Stood to entertain her guest from Heaven ; no veil 
6he needed, viftuQ'proof ', no thought inlirili 
Alter'd her cheek. On whom the Angel Bail 385 
Bostow'd, the holy salutation used 
Long after to bless'd Mary, second Eve. 

Hwl, Mother of Mankind, whose fruitful womb 
Sliall mi the world more numerous with thy sone 
Than with those various fruits the trees of God 390 

Have heap'd thia table '■ Raised of grassy turf 

Their table was, and mossy seals had round, 
And on her ample square from side to Bide 
All autumn piled, though spring and autumn here 
Dahcedhandinhand. A while discourse they hold; 395 . 
No fear lest dinner cool ; when thus began 
Our author : Heavenly stranger, please to taste 
These bounties, which our Nourisher, from whom 
All perfect good, unmeasured out, descends, 
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To 0* for food and Tor delight hath e>naed 40S 

The «arth to yield ; nnsavourj food perfaapa 
To Bpiritiul natnra ; nnlj thie I know, 
That ono celBstittl Father givee to all. 

To whom the Aogel ; Therefoca what hs girea 
(WboBe praise be ever sQug) to Man id part 410 

Spiritual, may of purest Sphita be found 
No iugrateful food : and food alike thoM pun 
Int^dligontial substance a require, 
As doth foni rational ; and both contain 
Within them erety lower faculty 415 

Of sense, whereby thej hear, see, %inolI, touch, ta«le, 
Tasting concoct, digest, aagimilate, > 
And corporeal to incorporeal turn. 
For know, whatever was created needs 
To be auitain'd and led : of elements ' 420 

The groBsei feeds the purer, earth the loa. 
Earth and the lea feed air, the air those fires 
Ethereal, and as lowest first the moon ; 
Whence in her lAsage round those spots, unpurged 
Vapours not jet into her substance tum'd. 425 

Nor doth the moon no nourishment exhale 
From her moist continent to'higher orbs. 
The sun, that light imparts to all, receives 
From all his allmental recwmpense 
In humid exhalations, and at even 430 

Sups with the ocean. Tlioogh in Heaveq the ti-eea 
Of life ambroMa! fruitage bear, and vinos 
Yield nectar ; though from off the boughs each mora 
We bnish mellifluous dews, and find the ground 
Covet'd with pearly grain ; yet (rod hath here 435 
Varied his bonnt; so with new delights, 
As may compare with Heaven ; and to taste 
Think not I shalkbe niice. So down they sat. 
And to their viands fell ; nor seemingly 
The Angel, nor in mist, the common gloss 440 

Of Theolo^uu ; but -mth keen despatnh 
Of Teal hanger, and concoctive heat 
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To tmuubatantiute : what ledaundB transpirM 
Through Spirits with ease : noi nonder ; if by firo 
Of sootj coal the empiric slchemiBt.- 445 

Can torn, or holds it possible to turn, 
Metak of droaaieat oro to perfect gold, 
As from the mine. Meanwhile at table Eve 
MinisteT^ naked, and their flowing caps 
With pleasant liquors crown'd : O innocence 4S0 

Deserviog Paradise 1 If ever, tJjen, 
Then had the sons of God excuse to have been 
Enuneur'd at that sight ; but jn those hearts 
Love onlibidinoDs reign^dj nor jealousy 
Was understoodfttha injure^ lover's hell. 465 

Tims when with meats and drinlcs they had sufficed, 
Not burden'd nature, sudden mind arose 
Id Ada-m, not to let the occasion pass 
Given him by this great conference to know 
Of things above his world, and of tfaeir being 4£0 
Who dwelt in Heaven, whose eiceUenoe he saw 
Transcend bis own so far ; whose radiant forms. 
Divine effulgence, whose high power, so far 
Ficeodod human ; and his wary speech 
Thus to the empyreal minister he framed : 465 

Inhabitant witli God, now luiow I well 
Thy favour, in this honour done to Man ; 
Under whose lowly roof thou host vouchsafed 
To enter, and these earthly fruits to taata. 
Food not of Angels, yet accepted so, 470 

As that more willingly thou couldf t not seem 
At Heaven's high feasts to have fodj yet what Compare ■' 

To whom the winged Hiorarch replied: 
O Adam, One Almighty la, from whom 
All things proceed, andjip to him return, 476 

If not depraved from good, created gjl , 
Boch to periection, one tirst matter aTt^ 
Endued with raiious forma, yarionii degrees 
Of luhstanee, and, in things that live, of life ; 
But more refiood, more Bpiritona, aiii poto, 480 
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As nearer to h^ placed, or neaier tending 

£iich in their several active Bphcies asu|[n'd, 

Till b'ody up to spirit work, in bounds 

Proportiou'd to each kind. So ftom the root 

Spring: tighter the green et&ik, from thence the loarHi 

More aery, last the brjg'it consummate fiowet 48i 

Spirit odcirous breathes : flowers and thoir fiuit, 

Man's nourishment, b; gradual scale Bublimed, 

To vital spirits -aepi re, to animal, 

To intellectual ; give both life md eense, 49C 

Fancy and underBtanding ; whence the soul 

Reason receives, and reason is her being, 

DiscvusiTe, or intuitive ; discourse 

Is oftest yours, the latter most is ours, 

DifTcring but in dogrcc, of kind the same. 49E 

Wonder not then, what God for you saw good 

If 1 refuse not, but convert, as you, 

To proper substance. Time may come, whoa Men 

With Angels may participate, and find 

No inconvenient diet, nor too light fare ; 5tK 

And from these corporal nutriments perhaps 

Tour bodies may at lust turn all to spirit. 

Improved by tract of time, and, wing'd, ascend 

Ethereal, as we; or may, at choico. 

Hero or in heavenly ParadiscB dwell ; 50f 

If ye be found obedient, and retain 

Unalterably firm his love entire, 

Whose progeny you are. Meanwhile enjoy 

Your fill what happiness this happy stale 

Can comprehend, incapable of more. Ell 

To whom (ho patriarch of mankind replied ; 
O favourable Spirit, propitious guest. 
Well hast thou taught the way that migbt direct 
Our knowledge, ^nd the scale of nature set 
From centre to circumference ; whereon, 611 

In contemplation of created things. 
By steps wa may ascend to God. But say. 
What meant that c»>ifian join'd, IJ yt it found 
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OitdieM f Cui we want obedience then 
To him, ot poBsibly bis love desert, J 

Who fotiD'd OS from tbe dust and placed as here, 
Full to the iitmoit moaanre of wbat blin 
Hunuu denres can seek or apprehend I 
To whom the Angel: Son of Heaven and Earth, 
Attend ! That thou art happy, owe to God ; I 

That thou continuest mch, owe to thyself. 
That is, to thj obedience ; therein stand. 
This was that caution given thee ; be advised. 
God made thee perfect, not immutable ; 
And good he made thee, bat to persevere f 

He lefl it in thy power ; ordain'd thy will 
By nature fiee, not overruled bj fate 
Inextricable, or strict necessity : 
Onr voluntacy service ho requires, 
Not am necessitated ; such with htm ' t 

Finds no acceptance, nor can find ; for how 
Can hearts, sot iiee, be tried whether they strre 
Willing at no, who will but what they must 
B; destiny, and can no other choose ? 
Myself, and all tbe angelic host, that stand F 

In sight of God enthroned, oar hs^py state 
Hold, as yon yours, while our obedience holds ; 
On other luretj'none : freely wc serve. 
Because we freely love, as in our will 
To love w not ; in this we stand or &1I : { 

And some ale ftllen, to disobedience fallen. 
And so frmn Heaven to deepest Hell ; O &11 
From what high state of bliss, into what woe ! 
To whom ooi great progenitor: Thy words 
Attentive, and with more delighted ear, I 

Divine instrootor, I have heard, than when 
Oierubic songa by night from neighbouring hilla 
Aerial nraric send ; nor knew I not 
To be both will and deed created free ; 
Tet that w» never idiall forget to love I 

Oar Maker, and obey him who^ commind 
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Single ia jet so just, my constant thoughts 
AeiBureil me, uid still as»utB ; tJiough wha.t thou tell'*t 
HKth pnss'd in Heaven Eome doubt within me move. 
But more dBslre to hear, if ihou conaent, 560 

The full tetation, which must needs be strange. 
Worthy of sacred Bilenca to be heard ; 
And we hare yet large day, for acaccB the sun 
_ Hath finiah'd half hia journey, and Bcarce begins 
His other half in the great zone of Hearen, 565 

Thus Adnm made request ; and Raphael, 
Aller sliort pauao assenting, thua began : 

High matter thou enjoin'st me, O prime of men 
Sad task and hard : for how shall I relate 
To haman sense the inTisible eiploita 570 

Of warring Spirits ? how, without romorae, 
The ruin of ao many glorious once 
And perfect while they stood .' bow last unfold 
The secrets of another world, perhaps 
Not lawful to rereal ? yet for thy good SK 

This ia dispensed ; and what surmounts the reach 
Of human sense, I shall delineate so, 
Bj likening spiritual to corpoieal iornm, 
As may express thom beat; though wh^t if Earth 
Be but the shadow of Heaven, and things therein 660 
Each to other like, more than an earth is thonght f 

As yet this world was not, and Chaoa wild 
Reign'd where these Heavens now roll, wharo Earth 
Upon her centre poised ; when on a day " [now resM 
(For lime, though in eternity, applied 585 

To motion, measures all things durable 
By present, past, and future,) on such day 
Aa Heaven's great year brings forth, the empyiioJ host 
Of Angela, by imperial summons caU'd, 
Innumerable before the Almighty's throne 590 

Forthwith, from all the ends of Heaven, appeor'd 
Under their Hierarchs in orders bright : 
Ten thousand thousand ensigns high advanced. 
Standards and gonfalons 'tivixt van and rear 
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Stream in the air, uid Tor distinction servo 50S 

OF hierarchies, of orders, and degrees; 
Or in theii gflittering tissues bear imblnzed 
Hoi; memorials, acts of zeal and love 
Recorded erainant. Thua whou in orbs 
Of circuit inaipraiBible the; stood, 600 

Orb within' orb, the Father Infinite, 
By whom In bliss imbosom'd snt the Son, 
Amidst as from a flaming mount, whoso ti^ 
Brightness had made invisible, thus spake : 

Hear, all je Angels, progeny of light, 605 

Thrones, Dominationfl, Princedonis, Virlnes, Powers ; ■ 
Hear ray decree, which unrovokod shall stand. 
This da; [ have begot whom I declare 
My only'Son, and en this holy hill 
Him have anointed, whom ye now behold 610 

At my right hand ', your head 1 him appoint ; 
And by myself have sworn, to him shall bow 
All knees in Heaven, and shall coniesa him Lord ', 
Under his great vicegerent reign abide 
United, as one individual soul, 616 

For over happy ; him who disobeys. 
Mo disoboyfl, breaks union, and that day, 
CoHt onl from God and blcEsed vision, falls 
Into uttor darkness, deep ingulTd, bis place 
Ordain'd without redemption, without end. 620 

So spake the Omnipotent, and with bis words 
AU seem'd well pleased ; all seem'd, but were not oil. 
That day, as other solemn days, they spent 
Id song and dance about the sacred hill ; 
Mystical dance, which yonder starry sphere 625 

Of planets, and of fii'd, in all hor wheels 
Resemblea nearest, mazes intricate. 
Eccentric, intorvolved, yet regular 
Then most, when most irregular they seem ; 
And in their motions harmony ttinne 630 

So nooolhs her charming tones, that Goit own MT 
Lialeni delighted. Evening now approach'd 



IW PARADISE LOST. ■. t. 

(For «B have tiao our STening and our mom, 
We ouTB for chang« dolectable, not nocd ;) 
Forthwith ftorn dance to aweot repast thay turn 635 
Deeiroiu : all in circles as thoy stood, 
Tablea are »t, and on & sudden piled 
With Angela' food, and rubied nectai flinfa 
. In pearl, in diamond, and many gold. 
Fruit of delicioiiB vines, the growth of Heaven. 640 
On flowera reposed, and with fieah floirerets crown'd, 
They eat, they drink, and in communion awoet 
Qnaff inuaoitality and joy, securB 
Of surfeit, where fiill measure only hounda 
Eicesa, before the all bounteona King, who ahoTTBr'd 
With copiona hand, rejoicing in their joy. C46 

Now when ambrosial night, with clouds exhaled 
From that high mount of God whence liglit and sbade 
Spring botli, the face of brigliteat Heaven had dunged 
To grateful twilight (for night cornea not HieTe 660 
la darker veilf) and roseate dews disposed 
All but the unsleeping eyes of God to rest ; 
Wide over all the plain, and wider far 
Than all this globoua earth in plain out^read 
(Such are the cooits of God,) the angelic throng, 656 
Diapeiaed in bands and files, their camp extend 
By living streams among tho trees of life, 
Paviliona numberless, and audden lear'd, 
Celestial tabernaclea, where they alept 
Fann'd witheool winds ; save those, who in their eonrsa, 
JHolodioUB hymns about tho aov'reigo throne u- 661 
Alternate all night long : but not so waked 
Satan ; so call him now, bia iormer name 
Is heard no more in Heaven ; he of the first. 
If not the first Archangel, great in power, 666 

In favour, and preeminence, yet fraught 
With envy against the Son of God, that day 
Honour'd by hia great Father, and proclajm'd 
Measiah. King anointed, couM not beai 
Through piide that eight, and thought hinualf inunir'd. 
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D^ep nuliCB tlienco conceiTuig and diBdain, CT] 

Soon BB midnight broughf on the dusky houi 
Friendliest to sleep and silence, be leaolved 
With all his legions to dislodge, and leave 
Uanorsblp'd, unobey 'd, the thione aapTeme, 6n 

Conlsmptuona ; and his next subordinate 
Awakening, thus to him in secret spake ; 

Sleep'st tbom, ccmpanlon dear ! What deep can elon 
Thy eyelids ? and remembei'st what decree 
Of yesterday, so late bath pass'd the lips 690 

Of Ileaven'i Almighty. ThoD to me thy thooghts 
Wast wont, 1 mine to thee was wont to impait : 
BotJi waking ws were one ; how then can now 
Thv sleep dissent ? new laws thou seest imposed ; 
New laws Irom him who reigns new minds may raJBO 
In ns who BOrre, new connsels to debate 686 

What doubtful may ensuo : More in this place 
To utter ianot safe. Assemble thou 
Of all those myriads which we lead the chief; 
TeU Ihem, that by command, ere yet dim night 690 
Uei shadowy cloud withdraws, 1 am to haste, 
And all who onder me their banners ware, 
Homeward, with flying march, where we posseu 
The qaarC^rs of the north ; there Co prepare 
Fit entertainment to receive our king, 696 

The great Messiah, and his new commands, 
WhA speedily through all the hierarchies 
Intends to pass triumphant, and give laws. 

Sir spake the false Archangel, and infused 
Bad tnfinence into the unwary breast 700 

Of bis associate : he together calls, 
Or sBTeral one by one, the regent Powers, 
Under him Regent ; tolls, ob he was taught. 
That the Most High commanding, now ere nigbt, 
Now ere dim night had disencumber 'd Heaven, 7DC 
The great hierorchaJ standard was to move ; ' * 
Talk the suggested cause, and Cast between 
11 
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Ambigaoaa wwdB Bjid joDlousiei, to Bound 

Or taint integrity . but all obey'd 

The wontsd signal, aod aupenDr Toioe 7)U 

or th<iir great Potentate ; for great indeed 

Hia nuoe, and high wsa bis degree in Heaven ; 

Hia conntenance, u the monung star Uiat (piidaB 

The Btairy flock, allured them, and with lies 

Drew sfter Mm the tlurd part of Heaf en'j host 715 

Meanwhile the Eternal eye, whoaa nght di«ceiB> 

AbvtrueeBt tfaooghts, from forth Mb holy mmnt. 

And from within the golden lamps that bnm 

Mightly bofora him, saw without their li^t 

Rebellion rising ; saw in whom, bow ilpread fSO 

Among the sous of mom, what mnltitodeB 

Were banded to oppose his high decree ; 

JLnd, smiling, to hia only Son thus said : 

Son, thou in whom my glory I behold 
In foil resplendence. Heir of all my might, 78G 

Neuly it now concerns us to be sure 
Of OUT Omnipotence, and with what arma 
We mean to hold what anciently we claim 
Of deity or empire : Bach a foe 

Is rieing, who intends to erect bis ttirone 930 

Equal to ODCB, throughout the spacious north ; 
Nor BO'content, hath in hia thought to try, 
In battle, what our power ia, or onr right- 
Let ua adviae, and to this hazard draw 
With speed what force is left, and all employ 73S 
In our deience ; lest anawares we lose 
This our high place, our sanctaary, our hill. 

To whom tbe Son with calm aapbct and clear, 
Lightniikg divine, ineffable, aecene. 
Made answer ; Mighty Father, tlioa thy foes 740 
Justly hast in derision, and, lecurs, 
Laugh'at at thoir Tain deragns and tonuilts vaia ; -. 
Matter to me of glory, whom their hate 
Illustratea, when they see all regal powar 
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Given me to qoell theii pride, sud in event 746 

Know whetbei I be dexterous to Eubdue 
Th7 rebels, or be found the worst in Heaven. 

80 Spake the Elon ; but Satan, with his Fowera 
Fhi was advanced on winged Bpead ; a host 
Immmeiabls as the itais of oiglit, 730 

Or stars of morning, dewdropa, which the mm 
In^earla on evwy leaf and srery flower. 
Regions th«; pus'd, the mighty legenciea 
Of Som^iiin, and Potentates, and Thronet 
In their triple degrees ; regions to which 756 

All thy dominion, Adam, ia no more 
Than what this garden ia to all the euth 
And all the sea, from one entire globoHS 
Btretch'd into longitude ; which having paaa'd, 
At length into the limits of the north 760 

Thej came ; and Biitui to his myal seat 
High on a bill, far blaxing, as a momit 
Raised on a mount, with pyrajoids and towen 
From diamond qannies hewn, and rocks of gold ; 
The palace of great Liunfer (so call 76& 

That ■tny^tn^e in the dialect of men 
laterpreled,) which, not long after, he 
Affecting ail equahty with Ood, 
In imitation of that mount wberoon 
MeaaiDh wu deolared in sight of Heaven, 770 

The Mountun of the Congregation cdl'd ; 
For thither be BHemblod all hii train, 
Pretem^Dg so commanded to conaolt 
About the great reception of their King, 
Tliither to come, and with calumnious art 775 

OF counterfeited truth thus hold their ears : 

Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtues, Powers , 
If these mafrniRc titles yet remain 
Not merely titular, »noe by decree 
Another now hath to himself engrosa'd 780 

All power, and iu eclipsed, under the name 
Of King anointed, for whom all thia haata 
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Of midnight-march, and hurrisd mesting heis. 
This odI; to commit how we maj beat, 
With wh»t miij be devised of honoura new,' 
Receive him coming to receive liam ui 
Knee-tribute yet iinpud, prostiaUon viln ! 
Too much to one 1 bat double how endured. 
To one, uid to liia imit|^ now piooluia'd ? 
But what if bettei couuEeli might erect 
Our minds, and teach us to cast □S' this joke ! 
Will ye submit your necks, and choose to bend 
The lupple knee P Te will not, if I tnut 
To know ye right, or if ye know youraelvea 
NatireB and ■ona of Heaven possesi'd before 
Bj none ; and if not equal all, yet free, 
Equally free ; for orderB and degree! 
Ju not with liberty, but wall connBt. 
Who can in reason then, or right, araome 
Monarchy over auch as live by right 
Hia equals, if in power and splendour less, 
In freedom equal ? or can introduce 
Law and edict on na, who without law 
Err not ? much less for this to be our Lord, 
And look for adoration, to ttie abase 
Of those imperial titles, which assert 
Our being ordain'd to govern, not to serve. 

Thus fiu' hia bold discouiee without control 
Had audience ; when among the Bersphim 
Abdiel, than whom nose with more seal adored 
The Deity, and divine commanas. oiiey d, 
Stood up, and in a flame of zeal severe 
The current of bis fury thus oppoaed. 

O argument blaaph^ous, false, and proud ! 
Worda which no ear ever to hear in Heaven 
Expected, least of bU from thee, Ingrate, 
In place thyaelf so high above thy peers. 
Canst thou with impious obloquy condenm 
The just decree of God pronounced and sworn, 
That to his only Son, by right endu«d 
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With regal ficeptre, every soul in HesTen 
SbnU bend tJie knee, and in that honoiir dne 
CtMteaa bim rightful King ? unjust, thou ny'it, 
Flatly unjuat, to bind with laws th« free, 
And equal OTsr eqaida to let reign, 825 

One over all with unBucceeded power. 
Shalt thou give law to God ? shalt thou dlapnte 
With him the points of libeity, who made 
Thee what thou art, and foim'd the Powers of Hsbtbd 
Such as he pleased, and circnmscTibed their being? 
Tet, by e^wrience taught, we know how good, 831 
And of our good and of oor dignity 
How provident he ia ; bow far &om thooght 
To moke ua leaa, Iwnt rather to eialt 
Our h^py state, under one head more near B3S 

United. But to grant it thee unjust. 
That equal over eqnala monarch reign : 
Thyaelf, though great and glorious, dost thon count. 
Or all angelic nature join'd in one, 
Equal to him begotten Son ? by ivhocn, 840 

As by his Word, the Mighty ^tlier made 
All tiiinge, e'en thee; and all the Spirit* of HeaTen 
By him created in their bright degrees, 
Crown'd them with glory, and to their glory named 
Thrones, Doroinationa, Princedoms, Virtues, Powers, 
J^seential powers ; nor bj^ his roign obscured, 646 

But more illustrioua made ; since he the head 
One of oui number thus reduced becomes ; 
His lawB uar laws ; aU honour to bim done 
RetnniB our own. Cease then tbia impious rage, 850 
And tempt not these ; but hasten to appease 
Th« incensed Father, and the incensed Son, 
While pardon may be found in time besought. 

So spake the fervent Angel : but his leal 
pione seconded, as out of season judged, 86f 

Or singular and radi : Whereat rejoiced 
'Hw A^poRtate, and, more haughty, thns replied : 
That wa were form'd theii. aay'st thou ' and the work 

11 * 
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Of secondary hands, b; task trtmsferr'd 

Fiam Fathor to hia Son ! stnuige point and new ! B60 

Doctrine which we would hnon whe^ica la&rn'd : irtui 

When this creation was ? remember'Bl thou [mit 

Thj making, while the Maker gave thee bein^ f 

"Wo know no lime when wo were not ai now ; 

Know none before iia, selfbogot, self lusod 665 

By our own quickening powei, when Iktal conna 

Had circled hia fiiB orb, the birth mature 

Of this our native Heaven, ethereal sons. 

Our puissance is our own ; our own right hand 

Shall teach ns liighest deeda, bf p;oof to try 670 

Who is our equal : Then thou shaJt behold 

Whether by supplication we intend 

Address, and to begird the almighty throne 

Beseeching or besieging. This report, 

These tidings carry U> the anointed King ; 878 

And fly, ere evil intercept thy flight. 

He said : and, as the sound of waters deep. 
Hoarse murmur eoho'd to his words applause 
Through the infinite host ; nor less for that 
The flaming Seraph fearless, thongh alone 880 

£ncompasB'd round with foea, thus onawer'd bold : 

O alienate from God, O Spirit accnrsed, 
Forsaken of all good ! I see thy iall 
Determined, and thy hapless crew involved 
In this perfidious fraud, contagion spread 885 

Both of thy crime and punishment : henceforlh 
No more be troubled how to quit the yoke 
Of God's Messiah ; those indulgent laws 
Will not be now vonchaafed ; other decrees 
Against thco are gone forth without recal ; SEW 

That golden sceptre which thou didst reject, 
Is now an iron rod to bruiae and break 
Thy disobedience. Well thou didst advise ; 
Vet not for thy advice or threats I fly 
These wicked tents devoted, lost the wrath 6B6 

Impendent, raginir into sudden flame, 
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PietiilgDuh not : For soon expect to feel 
*^s thmideT OD thj head, devouring fiie. 
Tfltei who cre&ted thee IsiDeating- le&ra, 
When who can uncreate thee thou shall know. 90( 

So spake the Semph Abdiel, faithful found 
Among the faithloaa, fiiithful only be ; 
Among innmoorablo falsa, QnmovHd, 
Unshaken, onsedaced, unterrtjied, 
His loTaJly he kept, his lore, his zeal ; 90{ 

Nor number nor example with him wrought 
To swsrre &om truth, or change his constant mind, 
Though nngle. Fmm amidat them forth h^ pau'd, 
Xiong way Ihrongh hoafile scorn, which ho auHtain'd 
Superior, nor of violence fear'd aught ; 91( 

And, with retorted acorn, his bacli he tum'd 
On tboae proud towers to swift destruction doem'd. 
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njlit, piil HMnel vxA hiji Aiigait to aomt 'ditordor -, hut the; si 
loiurth, paniu ap monDlalaB, OTsmhetmod both Iho Torce and 
mooMiieior&tMii Yet, tlm tumuli not .o ouiiDg, God, on tba 
tbiiddViHDdi MEaSIAH h(i hd, fur wlwm he had rOHrved 
Iho (lor* of that lietory: Ila, In the pDwsr of hu Faihai, 
comlnttD the place, onit csiuini ill li» leiioiu (oElanil stni on 

l( Hm* "n"™ iffo^oi^ttey''!™^ dow'o iJirt TlSi« "Sd 
connmifm Into the place orpunlihineDG prepend for them in Ihfr 
daep: MESSIAH returui ivith trlumpli ID All Fathol 

Ai.L niglit the dreadlosa Angel, iinpursued, [Mom, 

Tlicougli Hea.¥en'B wido qhuiapojgn held bia way ; till 
Waked by the circling Hours, with rosy hani 
Unbarr'd the gates of light. There is b cave 
Within the inounl of God, fast by liis throne, B 

Where light and darliness iii porpetual round 
Lodge uid dislodge by turns, wliich makes through 
Grateful vicissitude, like day and night ; [HeavBii 
Light issues forth, mid at the other di>or 
Obsequious darkness enters, till her hour 10 

To Teil the Heaven, though duknesa there might well 
Seem twilight here : And now went forth the Mom 
Such as in highest Heaven arraj'd in gold - 
KniDvreii l ; from before her vanish'd Nightf 
Shotthtongh with orient beams ; when aJl tie plain 15 
Cover'd with thick embattled squidrona bright, 
Chariots, and flaming arms, and fiery steeds, 
Collecting blaie on blaze, firat met his view: 
War.he perceived, war in procinct ; and found 
Already known what ho for newi iiad thought 20 
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To hsTe reported : Glailly then ha mix'd 
Among those friendly Powers, who him roMiTed 

"With J07 uiii acclamations lood, that one, 
Tliat of so mtny mTra da ^len, jet one 
Betomy not lost. On to the sacred hill 
They led him high applauded, and present 
Before the seat supreme ; from whence a Ttuce, 
From midst a golden cloud, thus nuld was heard^ 1 
Seirant of God, well done } well hut thon-Atigllj 
The better light, who single hast maintain'd 
Against revolted multitudes the cause • --r 

Of truth, in word mightier than thej in arms ; y iV] 
And for the teatimonj of truth hast boma / 

UniirerBal reproach, far worse to boar / 

Than riolence ; lor this waa all thy care 
To stand approved in eight of God, though worlda 
Judged thee ■crrerae : Th e easier con<]uejt now 
Wfjpii^iia th^a fififA by tMs host of frieods, 
BXch onthj foes more glorious to return 
Than scom'd thou didst depart 
By force who reason ibr their law refuse. 
Bight reaaon for their law, and for their Ein£ 
Mesmih, who bj right of 
Go, Michael, of ce legjia l ^_^___ 
And thou, in military proweeTneit, ' 

Qabriel, lead' forth to battlo these my sons 
Invincible ; lead forth my armed Saints, 
By thouBanda and by millions, ranged for fight, 
Ejual in number to tliat Godless crew ..^-"^ 
I Robellioua : Them nilli fan mulJmnUli arms 

(rearlcSB aesaalt ; and, to the blow of Heaven ^ , 
, Pursuing, drive them out from God and bliss, ; 
1 Into their place of punishment, the gulf 
iOf.JlartatuB, which «stt4j upcu& wide 
/ hjs fi^7 y:i.-.». fn r"";)';" their fiiU. 

So spake the Sov'reign Voio»,jmdilflOds began 
To darken nU.liio hill, and nnoke to roU 
III dusky'wrcatiia, reluctant flames, the sign 
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or their Ein£ \ | 
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Of wrath awaked ; uor with leu dread the loud 
Ethereal trumpet from on high 'gto blow : 60 

That 8to((d for jj"" y^ , in migMjyjaBdrate jom'd 

Of union iWeiatihle, nioved'on 

In alienee llieff1)rlgTin5|ToiiB, to the sound 

Of inEtrnmental.harmonj) that breathed 65 

Heroic ardour to adTenturooB doeda, 

Under Jjisit.fi«dli!<e leadere, in the oann 

kW God_BJid his M^^ElIEnjn th^ uiotb 

IpdissoluWjTSiirr nor obriooa hill, 

Nor Btraitening yalEj^noFWood.nor atreem divides TO 

The ir {lerfc^t ^ ranks ; for ^r jflrBSoTB the gro und 

Their march vraa, and the passive air upbore 

Their nimble tread : as when tho total kind 

Of birds, inordcrl; arraj on win{[. 

Came eummon'd OTer Eden to receive , 9S 

Their names of Ihee ; bo over muij a tiaot _ . . ^_ 

Of Heaven thsj tnarch'd, and many a provinM wiA) 

Tenfold the length of this terrene : At lait, 

Far in the harixon t o the north appear'd 

From skirt to idiirt a liery region, stietch'd 80 

Id battailous aspect, and nearer view, 

Dristled with upright beoms innmnerahlo 

Of rigid,.Bt)£arB] and helmets throng'd, and ahielda 

Various^ jvilk-TlBuitfuf nf giiin ciit porlray'd, 

The banded Powers oTSatSh Tasting on 85 

With fiirious eipe(irtioii";TofTBBJ ween'd 

That' setlsamir^a;, b; £ghi~oi bj eurpriae, 

To win the mount of 6od, and on his throne 

To set tie Bnvier'orilis state, the proud 

Aquur.) hut thoir thoughts proved fond tuid vain 90 

In the mid way ; Thoofh strange to us it leeni'd 

At first that Angel AotiiTinm^^^rmrr" 

And in fierce hoSJiig^.rnooti who wont to meet 

So eft in festivals of joy and love 

Unanimous, as sons of one great Sire, ^ 

Hymning tho F.tiirnal Fathci : but the shout 
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Of hfttlJ<t.no w began, and ru shing Bound 
OE41Ssot eadcS soon cacb milder thought. 
High in the tudat, exalted as a god, • 

The A gOBtate in his aun-bright chariot lat, 100 

Idol Qrri!^B^t ^_djyiii£ , encloeed 
WJlb flaming CIicruRiiij^ and golden sbieldai 
Then figTiled ft'om-his gur geoS nilrone. fo( now 
'Twiit hoat and boet but narrow Bpaee was left, 
A dreadful interral, and ftrait to front JOG 

Preaented stood in teirible tnaj 
Of hideous length : Before the clondy ran, 
On the rough edge of battle era it join'd, 

Came towering, arm' d in adamant and'g oiSi IIC 

Ahdiel that sight endured not, where he stood 
Among the might^st, bent on highest dcede. 
And thus bia own undaunted heart eiploroB ; .i, _ , 
O Heaven ! that Buch resembUnce of the Highest f 
Should jet remain, where faith and realty 115 j 

Remain not : Wherefore should not strength and might ' 
There fail where Tirluo faiU, or weakest prove 
Where boldest, though to sight unconquerable ? 
His puissance, trusting in the Almighty's aJd, 
I mean to try, whose renaon I have tried 130 

Unsound and false ; nor ia it aught but just, 
. That he, who in debate of truth hath won, 
Should win in arms, in both disputes alike / 
Victor ; though brutish that contest and foul / 
When reason hath to deal -with farce, yet so / 125 
Most reason is-that reason overcome. / 

Bo po ndering j^nri f'"mj''" armed peers 
Forth Mappi ng QppoBitCabj j T^^y.he m et 
fiis daring foe, at this pW*entIiiii BWt^* 
Incensed, and thus securely bim deded ; 130 

Frond, art thou met? thy bfi£e was to have reach'd 
The *'»'t|t't Tf f l.hv asp i ring unopp oaeS,"^" 
The throne of God unguarded, sjid his side 
AbandoD'di at the terror of thy power 
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\ Or potent tongue : Fool 1 not to think how tmh . 135 
\ Agsinrt the Omnipojert lo^nsejo'arms^ 
' Who out a? BmaTT^t things could, without end, 
H&VB raised incenaiint aimisa to delaat 

' ■ - Thj foil; ; or with aolitaiy band 

., Re&cfaing bejood all Hmit, ^one l)lt)Vi 1M 

^' Unaided, could have finiBh'dUiee, and whelm'd 
TKy legions ondei daiknoH: but diou aeest 
All are not of thy train ; there bC) who faith 
Preiar, and piety to God, thoogb then 
To tbee not visible, whan I alone 146 

Seem'd in fliy world erroneous to diaaent 
From all : My lect thou seest ; now learn too lole 
How few lometimeB may know, when Ihouaanda en. 
Z*^ Whom the grand foe, with Bcomfiil eye aaksnce, 
ThuB anawei'd ; lU for thee, but in. wiah'd hour 160 
Of my revenge, first songht for, thou retum'st 

^•' From fli^t, sedilious^Angel ! to receive 
Thy merited rewarrj, the first aasoy 
Of this right hand provolked, aince firat that tongna, 
Inspired with contradiction, durat oppose . 16S 

A third part of the Goda, in sjmjijnBt 
Their deitieS to asiSfti who, wliilo they feel 
Vigour divino wiHiin thorn, can allow 
Oranipoteneo to none. But well ^ou coraert 
.. Before thy feliowB,.ambitioU3'lo win 160 

From me somo plumb~ tln.e Ih^ luccesa may show 
£h;struction to the rest ; This pause between 
(Unanswer'd lest thou boast,) to lot tbee know 
At tirat I thought that Liberty and Heaven 
To heavenly souls had been aJI one ; but now Iffi 

I see that most through sloth had rather serve, 
Ministering Spirits, traln'd up in least and song ! 
Such hast thou arm'd, the minstrelsy of Heaven, 
Servility with freedom to contend, ' 
As both thrar deeds compared this day shall prove. 110 

To whom ia brief thus Abdie l stem replied : 
iEOStats! rtill thou err'st, nor end wilt fa id 
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Of erring, ftom th e path of^ruXlLJSinote . 
U'njustly thou depraveet it with tbe name 
Of serritude, to serve whom God ordains ITS 
Oi Natnie ; God and Nat me bid the eame, 
Wben ho who tnlos is worTlueBt, and a^cela 
" ^■" ■TBiBIfmiSindB, 
I him who nath lebeU'd 

Thyself not frae, bul to thysBlf onthtallM j 
Yet lewdly doraet am mimstenng i^raid. 
Reign thouin He]Lt^2_^iligdam ; let rajLjeiVB 
In Henjpn '(iiiri pvnr bleea'd. imd hig dm&V~ 
BehertB obey, worlhiest to be o^epS~ 185 

Tet chainB in Hell, not realma, eipect ; Meanwhile 
From me, retum'd, as erst Uion saidst, from flight, 
This greeting on Ihy imfHons creat receive. 
' So saying, a noble atrolce he liiled high, 
Which hung not, but bo swift with tempest fell 190 
On the pmiiii frBft of SatMi . that no night, 
Hor motion of swUl thougET^ len could his ihield, 
Soch ruin intercept ; Ten^aces huge 
He back recoil'd ; the tenth on ^p dad knee 
Uis masiy ^ear upataid : as tf on eatth 196 

Winds uridec gfouii^Tor waters forcing way, 
Sidelong had pnsh'4.^_$ountain from his seat. 
Half sunk with all his pines. Amazement aeiied 
The rebel Thrones, but greater rage, to see 
Thus faii'd their mightiest ; ours joy fiU'd, and shont. 
Presage of victory, and fierce desire 201 

Of battle: WbereatSCcJjae} bid kound 
The Archangel trumpet ; through the vast of HeaveD 
It soand^d, amrthe iiuth£ul armies rung 
' Hoa anna to thB _ Highest : Nor stood at gaze 906 

The adversB IcgTona, nor less hideous join'd 
The horrid ehock. Now storming fuiy roeei 
And clamour such as heard in Heaven till now 
Wbs never ; aims on armQnr^Jashingbray'd 
Horrible discord, and the madding wheels SIO 

' — 12 
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alhoa 

i 

Of fiery daits in flsming voIIbjb flew. 
And flying vaultfld either hoflt with fire. 
So under fieij cope together rusti'd Z. 

Both battles m^, with Tuinous assnult 
And ineitinguiBhiiblS rage. AttTK^^en'^'" 
"Tmrnilgil ; and had Eaith Men then, all £aith 
Had to hei centre shook. What wonder I' when 
MiUiona oF fierce encountering AngeU fought . 2! 
On either side, the least of whom coold wield 
These elements, and arm him with the force 
or all their regions : How much more of Power 
Army against aim; nuinbetlees to raise 
Dieadltil combustion wiuriiig, Bjid diatmb, 2i 

Though not destroy, their happy native aaat ; 
Had not timJUsrii'l King Omnipotent, 
From his strong holHlrf Heaven, higli_oyerruled 
And limited thSr'niTgEt; though number'd Buch 
As each divided legion might have aflemd Si 

A numerous host ; in strei^tb each armed hand 
A legion f led in fight, yet leader aeem'd 
Each warrior single ea in chief, aipert 
When to advance, or stand, or tutu the sway 
Of battle, open when, and when to close 3! 

The ridges of grim war : No t jiou^ht of Qight, 
MijnB ttf retreat, no uabecoming deed 
Ttat argued feat ; each on himeelf rel ied, 
As only in his arm the moment lay 
or victory ; Deeds of eternal fame ' 2- 

Were done, but inlimte ; for wide was spread 
That war, and various ; .pometimee on firm ground 
A etandjng fight, then, soaring on main wing. 
Tormented aU the air ; all aii seem'd then 
Gonffictiiig fice. Long time in oven SQale S^ 

The battle hunf ; till Satan, who that day 
Prodigious power had shown, and met in ana* 
If* «qaal, ranging through the dire attack 
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Of Sghting Serapbim confused, at length 
Saw irhere the sword of Michael emote, and fbll'd 360 
Squadrons at once ; with huge two-handad away 
Biaadish'd aloft, the horrid edge came down 
Wide waettng ; Buch destiuction to withatand 
He hasted, and opposed the rochy oth 
Of tenfold adunant, his ample shield, 25P 

A VHBt circumference. At hia approacli 
The great Archangel from his warlike toil 
Surceaeed, nnd glad is hoping here lo end 
[ntestinB war in HcavoQ, the archfoe subdued 
©r captive^diag^Uia chains, with hostile frown 960 
And Tisaga all iwflamcd lirst flius began : 
Author of eril unhnowh till thy revolt, 
Uimamed in Heaven, now plenteous fS thou seest 
These acta of hateful strife, hateful to aD, 
" Though heaviEBt by jnst measure on thyself, . SfiS 
And thy adherents : How haat thou disturb'd 
Heaven's blessed peace, and into nature brought 
Misery, uncreated till the crime 
or thy rebellion \ how hast thou instill'd 
Thy malice into thousands, once upright 370 

And faithful, now proved ^se 1 But think not here 
To trouble holy rest ; Heaven casts thee out 
From all her confines. Heaven, the seat of blisi, 
Bfooks not the works of violence and war. 
Hence than, and evil go with thee along, S75 

Thy o%iriog, to the place of evil. Hell ; 
Thou and thy wicked crew ! there mingle broils, 
Era tbia avenging sword begin thy doom. 
Or some more sodden vengeance, wiog'd from God, 
Frecipitata thee with augmented pain. J^ 

So spake the Prince of Angels ; lo whom thoa 
The Adversary. Nor think then with wind 
Of aery threats to awe whom yet with deeds 
Thou canat not. Hast thou tuni'd the least of theee 
To flight, or if to fall, but that they rise 965 

Unvanpuisb'd, earn** M transact with ma 
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Th&t thou ahouUrt hc^, impenoiiB, and with threata 

To chue roe hence > err not, that M shall and 

Th« Htrita which thou cajl'st evil, but we atjle 

The strife of glory; which we mean to win, 390 

Or tarn tliia Heaven itself into tha Hell 

Thoa fsbtest ; here howevoi to dwell frev, 

If not to reign : Meanwhile Ihy utmost force, , 

And join hiiu named AUnigbt; to thj Kid, 

I fly not, but have sought thee far-und nigh. S9S 

They ended parle, and both address'd for fight 
Unspeakable ; far who, though with the tongue 
Of Angels, esji relate, or to what things 
Liken on eaijji conspicuous, that may lift 
Human imagination to such height 30O 

Of Godlike powei I for Ukest Gods they aaettf d ; 
Stood they or moved, in stature, motion, arms. 
Fit to decide the empire (^ gteat Heaven. 
Now waved their fiery swords, and in the air 
Made horrid circles ; two broad tuns their shields 305 
Blazed oppoate, while Expectation stood 
In horror: Prom each hand with spaed retired. 
Where erst was thickest flgbt, the.angelic throt^. 
And tefl large field, unsafe within the wind 
Of such commotion; anch as, to set forth 310 

Great tilings by small, if, nstnre's concord broke, 
Among the coustelladons war were sprung, 
Two planets, rushing from aspect malign 
or fiercest oppoeition, in mid sky 
Should coDjbat, and their jarring spherea canfiKiod. 
Together both with next to almighty arm 316 

Lplifted imminent, one stroke Ibey aim'd 
That might determine, and not need rqiaat, 
As not of power at once ; nor odds appear'd 
In might or swift prevention : Bat the sword 3S9 

Of Michael from the armory of God 
Was ^ven him temper'd so that neither keen 
Nor solid might leriat that edge : it met 
Tlie sword of Satan, with steep force to amite 



PARADISE LOST, 137 

DoBnandiiig, naA in half cnt Eheer ; nor staid, S35 

Bat with swill wheel reveree, deep entering, Btuued 

All his right side : Then Satan first knew pain, 

And writhed him to and fro conTolved ; bo sotB 

The griding aword with diBcontinuous wound 

PoH'd through him : But the ctiiereal BubBt&nce closed, 

Not long difisible ; and from tlic gosh 331 

A stream of nectirouB humour iBBuing flow'd 

Songuioo, such as celestial Spirits may bleed, 

And all his armour stained, crewhile so bright. 

Forthwith on all sidas to his aid was run 336 

By Angels many and strong, who interposed 

Defence, while others bore bim on their shields 

Back to his chariot, where it stood retired 

From off die files of war : There the; bun laid 

Gnashing for anguish and despite and shame, 340 

To lind himself not matchless, and his pride 

Humbled by such vebul;e, bo far beneath 

His confidence to eqnal God in power. 

Yet Boon he he^'d ; for Spirits that live throoghout 

Vital in every part, not as irajl man 34i 

In entraiU, heart or head, liver or reins, 

Cannot but by annihilating die; 

Nor in their liquid lexlare mortal wound 

Receive, no more than can the fluid air : 

All head Ibey live, al) bead, all eye, all ear, 350 

All intellect, bU sense ; and, as they please, 

They limb thomsclvea, and colour, shape, or size 

AsBumeJ as likes them best, condense or rare. 

Meanwhile in other ports like deeds deserved 
Memorial, whore the might of Gabriel fought, 35& 
And with fierce eniigns pierced the deep anay 
Of Moloch, furious kbg ; who him deHed, 
And at his chariot-whools to drag him bound 
Threalen'd, Kor fVom the Holy One of Heaven 
Refrain'd his tongue blasphAmous ; but anon 360 

Down cloven to the waisf , with shatter 'd ami* 
And uneouth pain fled bellowing. On each wing 
IS" 
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Uriel, and R^thael, his vsunting foe, 
Thongb huge, nnd in a. rock of diamond aim'd, 
VuiqiuBb'd AdrunoJech, luid Asmadai, 366 

Two potent Thionea, that to bo less th>Q Godi 
Disdaio'd, but menner Ihoughta learn'd in their flight, 
Idangled with ghaatlj wounds through pints and mail. 
Nor stood onmiodftil Abdiel to anno; 
The atheist crew, but with redonUsd blow 37D 

Ariel, and Aiioch, and the Tiolenc« 
Of Bamial worob'd and Uastad, orertlirew. 
I might relate of thouaande, and their names 
Etemiui here on earth ; bnt tboae elect 
Angels, oontontad with their fame in HeaT«n, 375 
Seek not the praiaa of men : The o^ier sort, 
la might though wondrous and in acts of war, 
Nor of renown less eager, yet bj doom 
Cancel'd frma Uearen and saerad memory, 
Nameless in dark oblivion let thorn dwell. 380 

Far stTenglb Senna tmlli divided, und irom jjM, 
lUaodable, nought merits but dispiaise 
And ignominy ; yet to glory attires 
Vain-gloriooa, and tbroogh iolajny aeeks fiune ■ 
Thprsfbre eternal illenae be their doom. 385 

. ,' And now, thoir mightiest qoell'd, the battle Swerved, 
With many an inroad gored ; deformed rout 
Enter'd, and fool disorder ; alt thej[round 
With_^iX£.i''<l armour stiown, and on-aJieap 
Chariot and^cSiirBttrarUj ovortum'd, 390 

And fiery-foaming iteede ; what atood rsooil'd 
O'er wearied, throogh the fiunt Satanio host 
Defensive icarce, or with pale feu surprised, 
Then fi^st with Tear nurjirJiadi nnrl senee of pain, 
Fled ignominioiu, to each evit brought 395 

By nn of diaobedieoce ; tiH that boor 
Not liable to ^oar or flight or pain. , 

Far othennae the inviolable Sunts 
In enbit phaUiu firm, advanoed entire. 
Invulnerable, impenetrably arm'd ; 400 
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Sach high advuitagea their innocence 
Gave them sboTB their focB ; not to liEtve sinn'd, 
Not to ha.va disobcy'd j in fight they stood 
Unweuied, unobnoiious to be paln'd 
By wound, though from their plice by violence moved. 

Now night her course began, and, over Heaven 406 
Inducing &kne as, gratetUl trace impoaed, 
And silence on the odioos din of wai : 
Under her cloudy covert both retired, 
Vio^r and vanquish 'd'i On the fougliten fidd 410 

MichaSf^Uid^ bis AngaLi prevalent 
Encamping, placed in guard their watchei round, 
Cherubic waving Gib*: On the otber part, 
Satan with hia rebeliioua dirappear'd, 
Far in the dork dislodged ; and, void of leat, 4U 

His potentates to conncil call'd by night ; 
And in the midst thus undisniay'd began : 

now in danger tried, now known in arm* . 
Not to be overpower'd, Companions dear. 
Found worthy n'lt of liberty alone, 430 

~ ji pretence ! bnt what we more aflect, 

domi ni on^ I jloiy, and'renown ; "j - ■ '■ ' 
Who have sustain'd one day in doubtful fight, 
(And if one day, why not eternal days ?) 
What Heaven's Lord had powerfulest to send 495 

Against us from about his throne, and judged 
Sufficient to subdue us to his will, 
Bnt proves not so : then fallible, it seems. 
Of futnro we may deem him, though til! now 
OmniKient thought. True is, lest grmly arm'd, 430 
Soma disadvantage we endured and pain, 
Till now not known, but, known, as soon eonf enu'd ; 
Bince now we find this our ompyred form 
Incapable of mortal injury, 

Imperishable, and, though pierQe^ wjth wtund; 435 
Soon closing, andby native vigonr haal'd. 
Of evil then so small aa easy think 
Tlie remedy ; narhaps mora valid armrt 
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140 PARADISE LOST. «, ti. 

Waipons more vialenl, when next we moot, 

May Borve tn belter us, and worse oar fooa, _ 440 

Or equal whal between us made the odda, 

In nature none : . If otlier hidden caiiae 

Left them superior, while we can pieBerre 

Unhnit out minds, and understanding HOUOd, 

Due search tmd consultation wiU discloBO. H5 

He sat ; and in the asBombly ne:tt upstood 
Niaioch, of PrlDOipalitics Ibe prime ; 
Ae one lie stood escaped from cruel ligbt, 
Sore toil'd, his rivon a.tiaa to havoc hewn, 
And cloudy in asp6ct thus ansnrering Epake : 450 

Deliverer from now Lords, leader to free 
Enjoyment of our right as Goda : yet hard 
; For Gods, and too unequal' work we find. 
Against unequal orrae to fight in pain, 
Against unpain'd, impasMve ; ftom which evil _ 455 
Ruin mast needs onsuo ; for what avails 
Valour or strength, though matchless, quell'd with pain, 
Which all subdues, and makes teraiss the hands 
Of mightiest ? Sense of pleasure we may well 
Spare oat of life perhaps, and not repine, 460 

But Uve content, which is the calmest life : 
But pain is perfect misery, the worst 
Of evils, and, excesBive, overturns 
All patience. He, who therefore can invent 
With what more forcible we may offend 465 

Our yet nnwonndad enemies, or arm 
Ourselves with like defence, to me deserves 
No less thaa for deliverance what we owe. 

Whereto with look composed Satan replied ; 
Not uninvented that, which thou aright 470 

Belicvest so main to our anccesB, I bring. 
Which of us who beholds the bright sutftce 
Of this ethereons mould whereon *e stand. 
This continent of spacious Heaven, udora'd 
^Vii.li plant, fruit, flower ambrosial, gems, and gold ; 
Whose ejra so superfictallj surveys 47C 
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Then thingB, as not to mind I^otn whence they grow 
t Deep under gronnd, matoriBlB dark and erode, 
' Of gpicituouB and fiery spume, till touuh'd 

With Heaven's raj, and temper'd, Ihej iboot forth 490 
So beauteous, opening' to tha ambient light ? 
I These in their dark nativity the deep 
L shall yield us, pregnant with infernal flame ; 

(Which, into hollow engines, long and-immd. 
Thick iamm;^~at the other bqxe .with touch of fin 485 

*' Dil^d'End iaduiAter (hall send loith 

fToih far, with thundering naise, among our fbei 
Such implements of mischief as aball dash 
To pieces, and o'erwhalm whaterer stands 

- Adverse, that they shall fear we have disarm'd 490 

I The Thunderer of his only dreaded bolt. 

r - Nor Ibng ehaU ba oar laboni ; yet era dawn, 

; Etfect shall end our wish. Meanwhile icTive ; 

! Abandon fear ; to strength and counsel join'd 

' TlilnK nothing hard, much less to be despair'd. 495 
He ended, and his words their drooping cheer 

,- EnUghten'd, and their languish'd hopa revired. 

I. The invention all admired, and each, how he 
■. To be tlie inventor miss'd ; so easy it seeni'd [thought 
Once found, which yet unfound most wonld have 
ImpoBNble ; Yet h^ly of thy raee 001 

In futnre days, if malice should abound, 

) Bonn one intent on misbhief, or inspired 
With devilish machination, might dsvias 

u Ijke instnunent to plague the sons of men 605 

For mn, on war and mutual slaughter bent. 
Forthwith-inim eouasil to. the work they flew ; 
None arguing stood ; innumershls hands 
-We're ready ; in a moment up they tum'd 
Wide the celestial soil, and saw beneath BIO 

The originala of nature in their crude 
Conception ; sulphurous and nitreus foam 

* They found, tliey iiiuigled, and, witli subtle ut, 
Concocted and adjusted, they reduced 
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To blaokesl graia, and into atora convej'd : 615 

Part hidden veins digged up (nor hath tbia earth 

Entrails unlike) of miner^ and stone, 

Wlieieaf to.folmd theii engines and their baHa 

Of miBsive rum ; part incentive re«d 

Provide, pernicious with one touch to fire, S90 

So all ero day spring, under conscious night, 

Secret they iiniBh'd, aird in order set. 

With Bilent circumapection, unespied. 

Now when fair mom orient in Heaven appear'd, ' 

Up rose the rictor-Angels, and to arms 635 

The matin trumpet sung : in arms they stood 
Of golden panoply, refulgent host. 
Soon banded ; others from the dawning hilla 
Look round, and sconts each coast light-armed scour, 
EaiJi qoarter to descry the diatant foe, 530 

Where lodged, or whither fled, or if for fight, 
In motion or in halt : Him soon they met 
Under spread ensigns moving nigh, in slow 
But firni battalion : back with speediest sail 
Zoghicl, or Cherubim the Bwiftest wing, 6% 

Came flying, and in mid air aloud thus cried ' 

ATm,_W»jrioTS, arm for fightj the foe at hand, 
Whom fled we thought, will save us long pursuit 
TJiis day ; fear not bis flight ; so thii^ a cloud 
He cornea, and settled in his &ce I see 540 

Sad resolution, and secure : Let each 
Hia adajUBJitine coat gird well, and each 
Fit well his helm, gripe fast his orbed^shield, ' 

Borne even or high ; ibr this day will pour down, ■ 
If I conjecture aught, no drizzling shower, 515 

But rattling rtorms of arrows barb'd with fire. 

So wam'd ho them, aware themselves, and soon 
In order, quit of all impediment ; 
Instant without disturb they took alarm, 
And onward moved embattled : When behold ! 550 . 
Not distant far with heavy pace the foe 
Approaching grow and huge, in hollow cube 
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Training Ub devUiah eagiaeiy, impaled 
On everj udo wtth shadgwing sqaadrone daep, 

V To hide [be fraud. At inteririew both stood 5&6 

Awhile ; but mddeuly at hewl appesi'd 
Satan, and thus vraa tieaid comnumduig loud : 

i Vanguard, to right and lefl the fiont unibld ; 

- That bU niBj see who bate us, how we seek 

Peace and composure, and with open bieast 560 

Stand ready to i£ceive tiieS,"iniiey like 
Our oTectuie, and torn not back perreree ; 
But that I [loubt ; howefer witness, Heaven ! 
Heaven, witneeg thou anon! whilo we diachargo 
FrBCly-utrf paTl : 'jo, who appointed stand, 565 

, Do as juu harre in-ckaige, and briefly touch 

i What we propound, and loud that all may hear ! 
So BcafHng in amiiiguoua words, he scarce 

; Had ended ; wben to right and lefl the front 

■ Divided, and to cither flank retired : 570 

Which to our eyes discover'd, new and Btrange, 
A trip l q rnmiiited row oF p illatB laid '^,f^^-f -,.i; 
OnTfficela (for like to piliara moal they aeeni'd, 
Or hoUow'd bodies made of oak or fir. 
With branches topp'd, in wood or mountain fell'd,) 575 
Braes, iron, Btony mould, had not their mouths 
WitETiidcouil' orifice gaped on usiwide. 
Portending hollow truce : At each behind 
A Seraph stood, and in hie hand a reed 
Stood waving lipp'd with fire : while we, suaponse, 560 

I, Coliectedatood within our" thoughts amusad, 
Not long -. for sudden all at onco their reeds 
Put focth, and to a narrow vent applied 

1 With nicest touch. Immediate in a fiame, 584 

, iJul Boon obBcured with amoka, all Heaven appear'd. 
From those doep-throated engines belch'd, whose rou 
Embowel'd with outrageoua noise the air. 
And aJ] her entrails tore, disgorging fool 

^ Their deiiiisb glut, chain'd tbunderlvlts aul haii 
Of iron globei ; which, on the victor heat 590 
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Level'd, with sacli impetuous furj Boiote, 

That, whom they liit, noue on their feot might atond, 

ThiMigU atuiding else as rocka, but down they fell 

By thouiaads, Angel on Archnngel rall'd ; 

The «ooaei for their acma ; uuaim'd, Ihej mig^t 59S 

Hnve euily, u Spirits, evaded Bwift 

Bj qmck contraction or remove ; but now 

Foul diaaipation foUow'd, and forced nnit ; 

Nor aerVed it to relm their Beriied filei. 

What should they do ' if on they rash'd, repolae 600 

Repeated, and indecent overthrow 

Doubled, would render them yet more dospiaed, - 

And to dioir foos a Iftugbter ; for in view 

Stood tank'd of Seraphim another row. 

In posture to diaplode their second tire 605 

Of tbunder -. Back delw>ted~ta return 

Thej worse abhorr'd, Satan beheld their plight. 

And to his mates thu* in derUion caJl'd : 

O Friends ! why coma not on these victors prood ? 
Ere while they Gorcb were coming ; and when we 610 
To entertain Ihom fair with open front 
And breast, (what could we more ?) prc^unded term 
Of conlpo^tion, straight thej changed their minds. 
Flew off, and into strvngB vaguiei fell, 
As they would tlance ; yet lor a. dance they saem'd €1S 
Somewhat extravagant and wild ; perhaps 
For joy of oSer'd peace : But I suppose 
Jf OUT proposals once again were heard, 
Wa should compel them to a quick><eiult. 

To whom thus QjjJUli in like gamesome mood : 69D 
Leader ! tho terms me sent were terms of weight, 
Of hard contents, and full of force uigcfuone , 
Snch OS we might perceive amuaed them all, 
And stumbled many ; Who receives them right 
Had need from head to foot well underitand ; 6SS 
Not underEtood, iMs gilt they have besides, 
They show us when our Joes walk not tqiright. 

So they among tbeniaelvM in pleasant vain 1 
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Stood scoffing', heighten'd in their UumghtB beyond 
All doubt of victory ; EtDrnol Might 630 

To match with their inventions they presuraed 
So easy, and of his thunder mnde a scorn, 
And all liis host doridod, while thoy atood 
Awhile in tcoublo ^ But they stood not long ; 
Rage prompted tham at length, and found theia aimi 
Ag^net such hellish miscluof £t to oppose. 636 

Forthwith (hehold the eicoUeoce, Iho power. 
Which God hath in hia mighty Angola placed !) 
Their arms away they threw, and to the hills 
(For Earth hath this variety from Heaven 640 

Of pleasure situate in hill and dale,) 
Light aa the lightning glimpse thay raUj they flew; 
From their fbuiulationa looaening to and fro, 
They pluck'd the seated hills, with all their load, 
Rocks, waters, woods, and bj the shaggy topa 645 
CJpUfting bore ^ent in their hands: Amaze, 
Be sure, and terror seized the rebel ^oat. 
When coming towards tham so dread thej saw 
The bottom of the mountains upward tum'd ; 
Till on thoao cursed engines' triple-row 650 

They saw them whelm'd, and all their confidence 
Under the weight of monntaina burled deep; 
Themaelvea invaded neA, and on their heads 
Main promontoiies Hung, which in the air ~654 

Came ahadowiug, and oppress'd whole legions arm'd ; 
Their armDur helped their harm, crush'd in and bruited 
Into their Bubatance pent, which wrought them pain 
Implacable, and many a dolorons groan ; 
Long struggling underneath, ere they could wind 
Out of Buchprison, though Spirits of purest light, 660 
Purest at first, now gross by sinning grown. 
The lest, in imitation, to Me arms 
Betook them, and the neighbouring hills irptorA : 
So hilla amid the aji encounter 'd hills, 
Hurl'd to and fro with jaoulation dire ; 66S 

That undei ground thoy fought in dismal shade ; 



we PARADISE LOSl ^ ti 

laGlinttl noisa 1 wai sceni'd a civil gome 

To tliia upruar ; horrid confusion heap'd 

Upon coiifusioi: iosd : anil now all Heaven 

Hail gone to wraiih, willi riiiu ovorsjircnd | 670 

Had not the Aknigljty Futlior, where lie aits 

Shrined in bis sanctuary of Honven aocure, 

ConsuKing on the sum of things, foreseen 

Thia tumult, luid peniiitled all, advised : 

Tliat his great purpoflo ho might so fulfil, 675 

To honour his anointed Son avenged 

Upon his onamiRs, and to doelue 

All powei on him traoetcrr'd : whence to hla Son, 

The Assessor of his throne, ho thus hegoa: 

Effulgence of my glory, Son beloved, 680 

Son, in whose face in-nsible is beheld 
Visibly what by Deity 1 am ; 
And in whose hand what by decree I do. 
Second Omnipotence ! two days ore pais'd, 
Two days, as we compute tlie days of Heaven, 065 
Slni.s Michael and hia Powers went forth Lo tanie 
Thoso disobedient : sore hath been tlieir fight, 
Ab likeliest was, when two such foes mot arin'd , 
For to themselves I left them ; and thou know'st. 
Equal in tbeir creation tbey were form'd, C90 

Save what sin hulh impair'd ; which yethoth wrought 
Insensibly, for I suspend their doom ; ' 

Whence in perpetual fight they needs must laat ] 

Endless, an'l no solution will be found : j 

War wearied hath perform'd what war can do, 
And to disoider'd rage lei loose tlio icins, 
With mountains, as with weapons, arm'd ; which raaJiei 
Wild work in Heaven, and dangerous to the main. 
Two days axe therefore pass'd, tlie thud is thine ; 
For thee I fu.vo oidain'd it ; and thus far 
Have auffei'd, that the glecy may be thins 
or ending Ihis great war, since none but Thou 
Cui end it. Into thee such virtue and gcaca 
Immsnae 1 have truufuaed that a1! may know 
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In Me&Ten and Holl tliy piwcr atiovo compare ; 705 
And, this petrerse commotion goveiu'd tbua, 
To miiiifest thee worthiest to be Heir 
Of oil things; to be Heir, and to be King 
By eacred onclion, thy dcaorvcd right. 
Go then, Thou Mightiest, in thy Father's might ; 710 
Ascend my chariot, guide tlie rapid whoela 
That ehake Heaven's basia, bring forth all my war, 
My bow and thunder, my almighty arma 
Gird on, and eword upon thy puisaant thigh; 
Pursue these sona ofdarknesB, drive them out 716 
From aJi Heaven's bounda into the utter deep : 
Tlicro let tiiem learn, aa likea thorn, to despise 
God, end Measiah hi a anointed King. 

He said, and on his Son with rays direct 
Shone full ; he all hia Father full expresa'd 720 

Ineffably into his fece received ; 
And thua the Filial Godhead answering spake ; 

O Father, O Supreme of heavenly Thrones, 
First, Highest, Holiest, Best ; thou ola'aya seek'st 
To glorify thy Son, I always thoe, 725 

As is most juat : this T my g^ory Bccoimt, 
My exaltation, and my whole deUght, 
That thou, in me well pleased, declarest thy will 
Fuimrd, which to fu]ei ia all my bliss. 
Sceptre and power, thy giving, I assume, 730 

And gladlier shall resign, vvlien in the end 
Thou aliaJt be all in all, and I in thee 
For ever ; and in me all whom thou lovest ; 
But whom thou hatcst I hate, and can put on 
Thy terrors, aa I put thy mildness on, 735 

Imago of thee in all things; and shall soon, 
Arm'd with thy might, rid Heaven of thoae reheli'd , 
To their prepared ill mansion driven down. 
To cliaLna of darkness, nnd the undying worm ; 
Thai from thy just obedience could revolt, 740 

Whom to obey is happiness entire. 
Then shall thy Saints unmix'd, and from the impure 
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Fu aeponta, circling ttij holy moilnt, 

UnTeigned Hslleliijilia to tlie« mag, 

Hymns of high pniw, uid I unang them Cliief. 74S 

So laid, tie, o'er his BCf ptr« bowing, rosa 
From the light hind of Glor; where he atX ; 
And the third sscred mom began to ihine, [Mnmd, 
D&wning through Heavaa. Forth niah'd with whirlwind 
The chuiot of Patamut Deitj, 750 

Flashmg thick flames, wheel within wheel ondniwii, 
[tsetf inetinct with Spirit, bat coDvoy'd 
By foor Cberabic ahspea ; foor fiu;es esoh 
Had woodroiu ; as with atam, tbeii bodiea aD 
And wings ware eet with eyea ; with eyes the iriieelB 
Of beryl, and careering fires between ; 7[>6 

Over their heads a crystal -finnament, 
Whereon a iqiphire throne, inlaid with pore 
Amher, and colours of the showeiy amh. 
He, in celestial panoply all srm'd 760 

Of radiant Urim, work divinely wrought, 
Ascended ; at his right hand Victory 
Sat eagle-winged ; beside him hung his bow 
And quivei with thrBe-bolted thunder stored ; 
And from about him fierce effusion roll'd 76& 

Of smoke and bickering flame and sparkles dire : 
Attended with ten thousand Saints, 
He onward came ; ftr off bis coming shone ; 
And twenty thousand (I their number heard) 
Chariots of God, half on each hand, were s«en ; 770 
He on the wings of Cherub rode sublime 
On the cijiBtilline sky, in s^iphire throned, 
Illustrious far and wide ; but by hia own 
first seen ; them onezpected joy surprised, 
Whtn the great ensign of Measiab blazed 775 

Aloft bj Angela borne, his sign in Heaven ; 
Under whose conduct Michael soon reduced 
His army, oircumfiiscd on either wing, 
Cnder their Henj embodied all in one. 
Before him Power Divine his way prepared ; TOO 
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\t his command the uprooteil hillB letlrad 

Each Ui his place ; they beaid his Toice, and went 

Obaeqnioiis ] Heaven his wonted face renew'd. 

And with frcsli floHcrete hill and Valley smiled. 

This saw his hapless foes, bnt stood obdured, -78C 

And to rebellioUB fight raljiod their Powers, 

InseiiBate, hope conceiving from deapair. 

In heavenly Spiiits could such pcTversenasfi dwell i 

But Id convince the proud what iigaa avail, 

Or tvonders move the obdurate Co relent ? 79( 

Thej, barden'd more by what might most reclaim, 

Grieving to see his glory, at the sight 

Took QDvy ; and, aspiring to his height, 

Stood reembattled fierce, by force or fraud 

Weening to prosper, and at length prevail 791 

Against God and Messiah, or to fall 

In univoraal ruin lust ) and now 

To final battle drew, disdaining flight. 

Or (iiint retreat; when the great Son of God 

To sll his host on either hand thus spake : 80( 

Stand still in bright array, ye faints ; here aland. 
Ye Angels arni'd i this day from battle rest : 
- Faithful hath been your warfare, and of God 
Accepted, fearliiss in Ills righteous cauBe ) 
And as ye have received, so have ye done, 60i 

Invincibly : but of Ihia cursed crew 
The punishment loothec hand belongs ; 
Vengeance is his, or whose he sole appoints : 
Number to this day's work ia not ordain'd, 
Nor multitude ; stand only, and behold 8U 

God's indignation on these godless pour'd 
By me ; not you, but me they have dorsad. 
Yet envied ; ag^nst me is all their rage. 
Because the Father, to whom in Heaven mpreme 
Kingdom and power and glory appertaina, til 

Halh honour'd me, according to his will. 
Therefore lo ine their doom he hath asaign'dj 
Tlmt they may have their wish, to try with me 
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[n b«.ttla vhich the stronger proves ; the; *U, 

Or I stone againEt ihen: ; since by atiength 6% 

They mesjure &11, of other excellence 

Not emulous, not care who Ihem etceU; , 

Nor other >trife with them do I vouchsafe. 

So spake the Son, and into terror changed 
His oonntenaDOe too severe to be behcid, M5 

And full of wrath bent on his enemies. 
At once the Four spread out their starry wingB. 
With dreadful shade contiguous, and the orbs 
Of hie fierce chanot roU'd, u with the sound 
Of tonont floods, or of a numeroua host. 830 

He on his impious foes right onward drove, 
Gloomy as night ; under his burning wheels 
The steadfast empyrean shook throughout. 
All but the throne itself of God. Full soon 
Among thorn he arrived ; in his right hajid 836 

Grasping ten thoosaod thunders, which he Mut 
Before hjm, such as in their souls infix'd 
Plagues ; tiiey, aatonish'd, all resistance lost, 
All courage ; down their idle weapons dropp'd t 
O'er shields and helms ajid helmed heads he rode 840 
Of Thrones and mighty Seraphim prostrdte, 
That wish'd (he raonntajns now might be again 
Thrown on them, as a shelter troni his irs 
Nor less on either sido tempestaous fell 
His arrows, from the fooifold-visaged Four 846 

Distinct with eyes, and from the living wheels 
Distinct alike with multitude of eyes ; 
One Spirit in them mled ; and every eye 
Glared lightning, and shot forth pernicious fire 
Among the kccursed, that wither'd all their strength. 
And of their wonted vigour left them drwn'd, 851 
Exhausted, qiiritless, afflicted, fallen. 
Yet half his streo^ he put not forth, but ebe^'d 
Hi* thunder in mid volley ; for he meant 
Not to deolioy, but toot them out of Heaven : 6B6 
The OTSTtbroi'n he nisad ; and, as a hard 
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Of gonta OT timoiouj) flock togelbei thioog'd. 
Drove them before him Ihunderstruck, pursued 
With terrors, vid with furies, to the boundB 
Aodcrj^UJ W&11 of HeB.ven: which, opening wide, 860 
Rotl'd inward, and a epacious gap disclosed 
Into the wasteful deep : the monstrous sight 
Strocli them with horror backward, but far worse 
Urged them behind- headlong themselves they threw 
Down from the »erge of Heaven ; eternal wrath 665 
Bum'd after them to the bottomless pit. 

Hell heard the nnaufferable noise, Hell mw 
Heaven ruining tiom Heaven, and would have fled 
Affrighted ; but strict Fate had cast too deep 
Her dark foundations, and too fast bad bonnd, 8TU 

Hine daj8 they fell ; confounded Chaoa roar'd. 
And felt [enfoM confiiamn in their faU 
Through his Wild anarchy, so hogo a rout 
Bncnmber'd him with ruin : Hell at last , 

Vawning received them whole, and on them closed ; 
Hell, theiF lit habiution, fraught with fire 876 

Unquenchable, Ihe house of woe and pain, 
Dieburden'd Heaven rejoiced, and booh repair'd 
Her mural breach, returning whence it roll'd. 
Sole victor, from the expulsion of his foes, 880 

Mesaiah hia triumphal chariot turn'd : 
To meet him all hie Saints, who silent stood 
Eye-witneeses of his Slmighty acts. 
With jubilee advanced ; and, as they went. 
Shaded with branching palm, each Order bright 885 
Sung triamph, and him sung victorious King, 
Son, Heir, and Lord, to him dominion given, 
Worthiest lo raign : He, celebrated, rode 
Trinmpbaal throngh mid Heaven, into th« courts 
And temple of his Mighty Father throned 890 

On high ; who into glory him received. 
Where now he sits at the right hand of bliss. [Earth, 

Thus, measoring things in Heaven by things on 
At <hy request, and that thou mayst bsware 
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By what ia pus'd, to thee I have reveal'd 
What might have eUe to human race been hid ; 
The dUcord which bofel, and war in Hcavaa 
Among the Bngolic Fowccb, and the deep fait 
or those too high aspiring, who rebcll'd 
With Satan ; he who envies now thy atate. 
Who now JB plotting how ho may seduce 
Thee alga from obedience, that, with him 
Beieaved of happinees, thou may st partale 
His ponishmcnt, eternal misery ; 
Which wonld be oil his boUcb and revenge, 
As a deepite done against the Host High, 
Thee once to gain companion of his woe. 
Bat liaten not to his temptations, wain 
Thy weaker : let it profit thoe to have heard. 
By terrible j tn.mplc, the reward 
Of disobedience ; firm they might have stood, 
Tot felt i remember, and feai to Uanagtem. 
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BOOK VII. 



Deicehs from HeaTSD, Ui&niiL, b; lhD.t nuae 
If rightly thon art eall'd, whoae toicb divino 
Following, above tbe Olympian hill I soar, 
Above the flight of Fegs«£ui wing ! 
The metming, not the name, I call : for thou 
Noi of the MnsM nine, per on tbe top 
Of old Olympus dwall'st ; but heavenly bom, 
Before the hilk appeaj'd or foantain flow'd, 
Thou with efemtd Wisdom didst cooverse. 
Wisdom thy aiater, ai>i with her didet play 
In preBeaco of the Aimighty Father, pleased 
With thy celestial song. Up led by thee , 
Into the Heaven of Heavens I have presiuned, 
An earthly gnest, and diawA empyreal air. 
Thy tempering : with like safety guided dova 
Ratum me to my native element : 
Lest iriHn this flying steed unrein'd (as once 
Belleropbon, though fiom a lower clime,) 
Ditimountod, on the Aleian field I fall, 
EnoneouE there to wonder, and foclom. 
Half yet remains unsung, but narTower botutd 
Within the visible diurnal sphere ; 
Standing on earth, not wrapp'd above the pole. 
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More sale I sing with inoitHl voice, unchanged 

To hoaree or mute, though fallen on evil days, 35 

On evil days though fallen, and evil tongues; 

In darkness, and with dangers coinpasa'd round, 

And aalitude; yet not alone, while thou. 

Visit'et my sluuibere nightly, or when morn 

Purples the east ; still govern thou my song, 30 

Urania, and ^ audience Hnd, though fow. 

But drire far off the barbarous dissonance 

Of Bacclms and his revollera, the race 

or that wild rout that tore the Thracian bard 

In Rhodope, whero woods and rocis had ears 35 

To rapture, till the savage clamour drown'd 

Both harp and voice ; nor could the Muse defend 

Her «on. So fail not thou, who thee implore* ■ 

^ For thou art heavenly, she an empty dream. 

" ~Say, Goddess, what ensued when Raphael, 40 

The affable Archangel, had forewarned 
Adam, by dire eiample, to beware 
Apostacy, by wliat hefel in Heaven 
To those apostates : lest the like befal 
In Paradise to Adam or his race, 43 

Charged not to touch the interdicted tree, 
If they transgress, and slight thai sde commsiid, 
So easily obcy'd amid the choice 
Of all tastes else to please their appetite, 
Though wandering. He, with his consorted Eve, 50 
The story heard attentive, and was fill'd 
With admiration and deep muse, to hear 
Of things BO high and strange; things, to the '^ thought 
So unimaginable, as hate in Heaven, 
And war so near the peace of God in bliss, 55 

With such confusion : but the evil, soon 
Driven back, redounded as a flood. on those 
From wliom it sprana; impon^ible to mix 
With blessedness. Whence Adam soon repoal'd 
The doubts that in his heart arose : and now '" 

Led on, yet sinless, with desire to know 
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What neuer might concora him, how this world 
or Ileavon aud E^rtli canEpicuous first began ; 
WJien, and whereof cntated ; for what cause ; 
What witliia Kdcn, or without, was done 
Before hia memorj' ; as one wlioaa drouth 
Yel scarce allay'd Elill eyes the current atceam. 
Whose liciuid murmur hoard new thirst eicites, 
Froceede^d tlius to ask his heavenly guest- 
Great things, and full of wonder in our ears, 
far differing from this world, thou hast reveaJ'd, 
Divine interpreter ! by favour sent 
Down from the empyrean, to forewarn 
Us timely of what jnight else have been our loss, 
Unknown, whieh human knawledgo could not leacl 
For wJiich to tlie infmituiy Good we owe 
{inmortal thanks, and his admonishment 
Receive, vrich solemn purpoaa to observe 
.Immutably his sov'reign will, the end 
Of wliat wo are. But since thou hast voocksafad 
Gently, for our instruction, to impart 
Things above earthly tliought, which yel concem'd 
Oui knowing, as to highest wisdom soeoi'd. 
Deign to descend now lower, and relate 
What may no less perhaps avail us known. 
How first began this Heaven which we behold 
Distant so high, with moving files adoro'd 
Innumerable ; and lliis which yields or fills 
All space, the ambient are wide interfosett 
Embracing round this fiorid Earth ; what cause 
Moved the Creator, in his holy rest 
' Through all eternity, so late to boild 
In Chaos; and, tlie work begun, bow soon 
Absolved ; if unfotbid thou mayst unfold 
What we, not to explore the secrets ask 
Of his eternal empire, but the more 
To magnify bis works, the more we know. 
And the great light of da*' yet wants to run 
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Much of his rtice though steep ; sUBperiBe in HeaveD, 
Hold by Ihy voice, thy potent yoica, he heaiB, 100 

And longer will delay to heir thco lell 
His geoeratioD, Bjid tbs rising birth 
Of flature from the imapparent Deep : 
. Or if the Btu of avuning and the njiwn 
Haste to thy audience, Night with her will biiiif IDS 
SilflDce ; and Sleep, liatenuig to thee, will watch } 
Or we can bid bis absence, till thy song 
EoA, and diamisa thee era the moming shiBe. 

Thni Adam his iUnatrions gnest besonght : 
And thus the Godlike Angel anxwei'd mild : . 110 
Tbia also thy request, willi caution aik'd, 
Obtain ; though to reconnt almighty works 
What words oi tongue of Seraph can sufSce, 
Or heart of man suffice to comprehend ! 
Yet what thou canst attain, which best may lerre 115 
To gloriiy the Mak«, and infer 
Tbee also happier, shall not be withheld 
i'by hearing ; such comimwon fiom above 
I have received, to answer thy desire 
Of knowledge within bounds ; beyond, abatun Iw 
To aak ; nor let thine own inventions hope 
Things not revoal'd, which tba invisible King, 
Only Omniscient, hath suppress'd in night ; 
To none communicable in Earth or Heaven : 
Knoogh is letl beudes to seaj-ch and know. ^ 

But knowledge is aa food, and needs no leas 
Her temperance over appetite, to know 
In messuie what the mind may well contain ; 
Oppresaea else with sarieit, and soon turns 
Wisdom to folly, as nourishment to wind. "" 

Know tlien, that, after Lucifer fi-om Heaven 
(So call him, brigbter once amidst the host 
Of Angela than that star the stars among,) 
Pell with his flaming legions through the deep 
Into hia plac« ; and the great Son retum'd "^ 
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Vietorion* iritb his dsmtB, the Omnipotent 
Eternal Father from his tliconc beheld 
Their multitude, and ta his Son thus apake : 

At tea.9t our envious Foe hath fail'd, who thonght 
AU like himseir rebeUious, by whoBa aid 140 

This inacceniblQ high Btreogth, the seat 
Of Dait; mpreme, us dispoaeess'd, 
Ha tnnted to have aeized, and into fraud 
Drew nuui7, whom their place knows here no more : 
Yet &T the greater part havo kept, I see, ]45 

Their etation ; Heavui, yet popotous, retains 
Nnmber sufficient to pouess her reilma 
Though wide, and thia high tecaple to freqoBaL 
With mimeteries doe and solemn litea ; 
But, leat his heart exalt him in the harm ISO 

Already done, to have dispeopled Heaveii) 
Mf daii!<ige fiindly deem'd, I can repair 
That detriment, if such it be to lose 
Self-]o«t ; and in a moment will create 
Another irorld, oat of one man a race , i7>5 

Of men innumerable, thoie to dwell, 
Not here : till, by degree* of merit raised, 
Thej open to themielTee at length the waj 
Up. hither, under long obedience tried ; 
And Earth be changed toHearen,and Heaven to £arth 
One kingdom, joy and onion without end. 161 

Meanwhile inh^t las, je Powere of Heaven ; 
And thou my Word, begotten Son, by thee 
This 1 perform ; opeak thou, and be it done l 
My overshadowing Spirit and Might with theo [6G 
I send along ; ride forth, and bid the Deep 
Within appointed bounds be Heaven and Earth , 
BoundleeE the Deep, because ) Am who Gil 
Infinitude, nor vacuous the apace. 
Thongh I, nncircumacribed myialf, retire, t7fl 

And put not forth n)j goodnesa, which ii free 
To act 01 r)ot, Meceuitj and Chanoe 
Approach not me, and what I will is Fate. 
U • 
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So spake the Almighty, and to wha.t he ^iika 
His Word, the Filial Godhead, gave effeot. 175 

Immediate me the acts of Ood, moie swift 
Thau time or motion, bat to biunui ean 
Cannot without process of speech be told, 
Bo told M earthly notion can receive. ' 

Great trimaph uid rejoicing was in HesT«n, 180 -i 

When (mch was heard deolared tha Almighty's wiH; | 
OI017 they auDg to the Most High, good will 
To future men, and in their dwellings peace ; J 

Glory to Him, whose just avenging ii* 1 

Had driven out tiM nnga<Uy from Iub mght ISG 1 

And the h^it«.tioiia of the joBt ; to Bim 
Olorjr and praise, whose wisdom liad ordajo'd 
Good out of evil to create ; instead 1 

Of Spirits malign, a lietter race to bring ] 

Into their vexsant room, and thence difliue 190 

His good to worlds and ages inSnile. ^ 

So sang the HierarchieB : mBoowhile the Bim i 

On his gree,t eipediUon now appaai'd, j 

Girt with Omnipotonca, with ruiianee crown'd I 

Of Majesty Divine ; sapience and love IdS 4 

Immense, and all hie Father in him shone. I 

About his chariot niunberlew were ponr'd I 

Chemb, and Ser^h, Potentates, (ud Tluonee, 
And Virtues, winged Spirits, and chariots wing'd '■ 

From the armory of Ood ; where stand of oid 900 | 
Myriads, between two braten maantuna lodged 
Against k eolemn day, hameas'd at hand, 
Celeatial equipage ; and now come forUi 1 

Sponttmeona, for within thran Spirit lived, 
Attendant on thnr Lord : Heaveii open'd wide 906 ] 
Her ever during gates, harmonions sound, t 

On golden liinges movi&g, to let forth 
The King of Glory, is bii powerful Word 
And Spirit eomiug to oreata new worlds. 
On heavenly ground they stood ; eiid &010 ths ihora ' 
They new'd the vast immeMonbki abyos Sll i 
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Outrageooi as a aea, daik, wuteful, wild, 
Up from Uie bottom tum'd bj furiom win^ 
And tatpag waveB, as mountsiiu, to oMault ' fill 
Heaven's height, and with the centre mix the pole. 

Silence, ye tronbled WsTee, and, thon Deep, petuey V .'. 
BiiA then the Omnific Word ; jaar diecoid ond t 
Not staid; but, on the wings of Chembim 
Upliiled, in ^temkl gloiy lode 

Far into Chaoe, and the world unborn ; ESQ 

For ChaoB heard hf( toike : Hint ail bia train 
Follow'd in bright proeeauoD, to behold 
Creation, and the wondeia^ hia might. 
Then staid the fervid wheals, and in Mb hand 
He took the golden coropaaaes, prapaied US 

In Qod's eternal atore, to cireuaucrihe 
This nniTeree, and aU created things : 
One foot he centred, and the other tum'd 
Bound thioDgh the vast protnndttj obacnre ; 
And said, Tluu far extend, thus tia thy bounds, 330 
miis be thy jnat ciremUference, O 'World! 
TbaB God the Heaven ciaated, thna the Earth, 
Mattar nnfonn'd and nnd : daikneea profound 
Covei'd the abyss : bnt on the watery calm 
Hia bioodinir winjFs the Spirit of God outapread, S3C 
And vital virtue iniiued, and vital warmth 
Throughout the fluid maM ; hnt downward purged 
The black tartafeeoa cold infernal drags, 
Adverae to life : than foundad, then conglobed 
Jjke tliingB to like ; the rest to several place 340 

Disparted, and between ^iin out the air ; 
And Earth •eif-balanced ob her centre hung. 

Let there be Light, said God ; and ibrthwith Light 
Ethereal, first of things, quuiteaseBce.])uie, 
Sprung from the deep ; and &om her native east 346 
To jonmey thrau^ the aery gloom began. 
Sphered in a radiant elond, for yet the nin 
Was not ; she in a cloudy tabernacle 
Sojoum'd the while. God saw the liftht was good, 
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And iigbt from darkneBs by tbe hemiBpIisro S&O 

Divided ; light the Duj, and darknesa Night, 
He nuned. Thua was tbe firgt day btbh aod morn • 
Nor pus'd UDCelebratod, nor unBOQg 
By the oeteBtial choire, when orient Ugbt 
Exhaling Gist from darkneai tbey beheld ; 2S6 

Birthday of Heaven and Earth ; with joy and ahant 
Thv ballon nnivereal oib they fill'd. 
And touch'd th«ir golden harps, and hymning praiaad 
God and his works ; Creator him they snng, ' 
I B oth when first evening was, and when linit mom. SGO 
< Again, God said, Let there be firmamdnt 
Amid Uie waters, and let it divide 
The watera from tbe waters ; and God mada 
The firmament, eipanae of liquid, pnre, 
Transparent, olemontal aa, diffused S65 

In oircnit to the uttermoat convex 
Of this great round ; parti^on firm and sare, 
The waters underneath from those above 
Dividing : for as earth, so he the world 
Built on circnmSnona watera cahn, in wide S70 

Crystalline ocean, and tbe load misrule 
Of Chaos far lomoved ; lest fierce extremes 
Contiguous jnigbt dlatemper the whole frame : 
And Heaven he named the.£^miHmsnt : so even 
' ^ And morning ohorua song- the aecond day. S7S 

The Earth was forro'd, but, in tbe womb as yet 
Of icaters, embryon immature involved, 
Appear'd not: over all the &ce of Earth ^ 

Main ocean flow'd, not idle ; bat, with warm 
Prolific humour aoflening all her globe, S80 ' 

Fermented the great mother to conceive, 
Satiate with genial moistore ; when Ood said, 
3e gatber'd now, ye waters iwdaiJUaven, 
Into one place, and let dry Imd a^^ar. 
Immediately the mountains huge appear S!8B 

Emergent, and their broad bare baija a;Aeavs 
Into the clouds ; their topi ascend the ^ ; 
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So.bigli tW heaved the tumid hills, so low ■ 

Down sunk a liollow bottom bioad and deep, 
Capacioue bed ofwaterB : tbithei they 390 

Haaled with glad piecipttaDce, upioll'd, 
A> drop* on duHt conglobing from the dry ; 
Part ri«e in ciyati] wall, ol ridgs direct, 
Tat ha£to ; such flight the gieat command impran'd 
On the Bwiil floods : as simieg at the call 895 

Of trumpet (for of armlaB thou huit heard) 
TrBOf to their etandard ; bo the watery thnaig. 
Wave rolling afler waTe, where way they found, 
If steep, with torrent rapture, if through plain, 
Soft-ehbing J nor nlthstood them rock ot hill ; 300 
Sut theif , OT under ground, or circuit wide 
With serpent error wandering, fount) theii way. 
And on the washy ooze deep channels wore ; 
£a^, ere God had bid the ground be dry. 
All but within those banliB, where rirera now SOS 

Stream, and perpetual draw their ktunid tndn. 
The dry land Earth, and the great rBoeptacIe 
Of ctAgragated waters he call'd Seaa : 
And eaw that it was good ; and said. Let the Earth 
Put forth the veidaJt^ glSC^i hiifb yleldi[ig seed, 310 
And fruit4iee fieUiBg &ait after her hind. 
Whose seed is in beraelf upon the Enrth. 
He scarce had said, when the bare Eaith, tiQ then 
Ueaert and bue, undghtly, nnadom'd. 
Brought forth the tender grass, whose Terdure dad 315 
Her universal face with pleasant green ; 
Then herbs of every leaf, that audden flower'd 
Opening thui variooa ooloius, and mads gay 
Her boaom, smelling sweet : and, these scarce blown, 
Forth flourieh'd thick the clustering vine, foitb crept 
The swelling gourd, up stood the corny reed 331 

Endtattled in her field, and the bumble Bhrnb, 
And bush with frizzled hair implicit i last 
Rose, as in dance, the statel}' trsos, and spread 
Their branches hong with copious fruit, or gamm'd 3SiS 
14- 
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Theii bluesonu : with hi^ wocmIs the billi were erown'dt 
With tiUle the Tkllejii, and each fountain nde ; 
With borden long the riven : the Earth now 
Seem'd like to Heaven, a seat where Goda might dw^ 
Or wander with delight, and love to haunt 330 

Her sacred ahadea : though God had yet Dot rain'd 
UpuD ^e Garth, and man to till tlie gnmad 
None wai; hut from the Earth a dew; mist 
. Went np, and water'd all the giound, and each 
Plant of the field; which, ere it wu in the Earth, 33S 
' God made, and everj herb, before it grew 

On the green stem : God raw that It was good : 

Bo even and mom recorded the third day. 

Again the Almighty spgke, Let there be lights 
' High in the expanse of Heaven, to divide 340 

The day fnnn night ; and let them be for aigna, 
For aeganni, inii fbc days, nnd circling years ; 
And let them be lor lights, aa 1 ordain 
Their office in the firmament of Heaven, 
To give light on the Earth ; and it was so. 3«G 

And God made tffa_greal lights, great (or their ubo 
To Man, the giaater to have mle by day. 
The leu by DJirht, altem ; and made thestars, 
And set them in the firmament of Heaven 
■To illuminate the Earth, and rale the day 300 

In their Ticiaaitude, and rule theiught, 
And light tiom darkness to divide. God saw, 
Surveying his great work, that it was good ; 
For of celestial bodies first the sun 
A migbtysphere be framed, nnlighlaome first, 3&S 
Though of ethereal monld r then lorm'd the mocyi 
Olobeee, and every magnitnde of atars, 
And aow'd with stsn the Heaven, thit^ as a field : 
Of light by &i the greater part he took, 
Trsnsplantad fiom her cloudy shrine, and planed Sn* 
In the sun's oib, made porons to receive 
And drink the liquid light ; firm to retain 
Her galher'd beams, great palaos now of tight. 
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Bither, M to their fountain, oth«r ttait 
Repurin^, in their golden nnu diaw liglit, 36S 

Aful henca the maming pluiBt giidg her honl* ; 
B; tluetara or leSaction thej BD^ment 
Theic HDall pecnliu', though IVom human sight 
Bo fu lemote, with dimintition nen. 
rint in hi* out the gloriouB lamp was wan, 370 

Regent of da?, and all the horiien round 
Inveated with bright layi, jocund to run 
Hia longitude through Ho&toq'b high road ; the grs^ 
Dawn and the Fleiftdea before him danced, 
Shedding sweet influence : less bright tiie moon, 375 
But oppoflitB in level'd wait was set, 
Hia mirror, with fnll face borrowing her light 
From bim ; tor other llgbt «he needed none 
In thftt aqikit, and still that distance keepa 
Till night ; then in tlie east her turn she shinea, 380 
R«ToImd on HeaTen'a great ule, and her reign 
With Ihona^id loner lights dindual holds, 
With thousand tbooaand ataFs, that then appear'd 
Spangling the hemisphere : then firat adorn'd 
With their bright Inmioatiei that aet and rose, 386 
Glad ovening and glad mom crown'd the fourth daj.*"" 

And God said. Let the waters generate ; . . ; 
Reptile «itli,q>awii shundant, living soul : 
And let fowl fly above the Earth, with wings 
Uiaplay'd on the open firmamunt of Heaven. 390 

And God created the great whales, and each 
Soul living, each that crept, which plenteonslj 
The waters generated by their kinds ; 
And everj bird of wing afler his kind ; 
And saw that it was good, and blesa'd them, sajing, 
B« frnitfu], muitipljr, and in the seaa 3S6 

And lakes and running streama tlie waters fill ; 
And let the fowl be multiplied on the Earth. 
Forthwith the sounds and seM, eech creek «nd btj, 
Whh fry ionnmerable swarm, and ahoals 400 

^t Gsh that with their fins and shining nalae 
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Giide under Ihs green w&ve, in scolb that oft 
Bank the mid wet, : pait single, or with mate, 
Orate the leaweed thur pasture, and through groTe* 
Of cond (tiaj ) or, apoTting with quick ghunm, 405 
Show to the sua their waved coata dropp'd with gold ; 
Or, in their peail; ahells at ease, attend 
Mmsf nutriment ; or under rooks theii food 
In jointed arnmnc wsteh : on amooCh the aaal 
And bended dolphins plaj' : part hnga of bulk 410 

Wallowing unwieldy, enonnaos m th^ gait. 
Tempest the ocean : there loTiatban, 
Hngest of liTing BreKturBa,'oii' the deep 
Stretch'd like a promontory sleepa at swims. 
And seenu a moving land ; and at his gills 415 

Draws in, and u his trunk spouts out, a aea. 
Meanwhile the tepid caves and fens and diorM 
Their brood as auiDeraus batch, &oni tho ogg that tooa 
Bursting with Mndly nipture forth disoloeed 419 

Their caLow. yoong ; but feathei'd soon and fledge 
They summ'd their pens ; and, soaring the air sablioM, 
With olang despised the ground, under a alend 
^ b prospect ; there the eagle and the stork 
On cliffii and cedar tops their cyliea buUd : 
I rv* Fart loosely wing the region, put mere wise 4SS 

" In common, ranged in figure, wedge their waj. 
Intelligent of seasons, and set forth 
Tkeii aerj caravan, high over seaa 
Flybg, and over Unds, with mntnal wing 
Easing theii flight ; so steers the pradent cnme 430 
Her annnal voyage, borne on irinda ; the air 
Floats as they pass, &nn'd with n nnnnA ar'H jilnmna : 
From branch to brand] the smaller birds with mmg 
Solaced the woods, and spread their painted wiof* 
Till even ; nor then the solemn nightingale 43S 

Ceased wariiUng, but all night timed her soft lay*: 
Others, on wlver lakes and rivers, bathed 
lluir downy breast ; the swan with siehed neck, 
Between her white v/rngt mantlitlff proodly, row* 
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Hbt (tate with oary feet ; yet od tbej quit 4W 

The danX, and, lising od stiff pemuiiu, tower 
The mid aeriaj ukj : others on gTOund 
WaUc'd firm ; the cteBted cock whom clarion aoanda 
The Bile at hooTB, and the other whofs gay train 
Adonu him, colonr'd with the florid hue 4U 

Of I'uiibaws and starry eyei. The walen tho* 
With flah repleniah'd, and the air with fowl, 
Eveiiiiigand mom lolemniied tho fifth day. — :" 
The razth, and of creation last, aroaa 1/ ''"' 
With eveiiiiig haipi and matin ; when God sai^ 450 
Let the Earth bring forth loul living in her kind. 
Cattle, and creeping things, and beast of the Eailbi 
Each in their kind. The Earth obey'd, and straight 
Opening her fertUe womb teem'd at a birth 
Innumeroua living creatures, perfect forms. 455 

Umb'd and fiill grown : OQt of the gioond iqiroaa, 
As irom his lair, tha wild heart where he won* 
Tn forest wild, in thicket, brake, or den ; 
Amorg the trees in pairs they rose, they walk'd 
The cattle in the fields and meadows green ; 460 

Thoae laiB and solitary, these in flocks 
Pasturing at once, and in broad herds upspnmg. 
The giaiay clods now calved ; now half appear'd 
Tlu tawny lion, pawing to get free 
Hi« hinder parts, then springs as broke from bonds, 465 
And rampant shakes bis brinded mane ; the onnce, 
The libbard, and the tiger, as the male 
Rising, the Crumbled earth above them threw 
Tn hillocks : the swift stag from onder gronnd 
Boca op his branching head : scarce from his monld 470 
Behemoth biggeet born of earth apheaved 
His vaatnesa i fleeced the flocks and bleating rose, 
Aa plants i ambiguons between sea and land 
The river-horse, and scaly crocodile. 
At once came forth whatever creeps the gronnd, 4^ 
liweet or worm: those waved their limber fuia 
For wings, end smalleat hnetunents exact 
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In all the livories deci'd of summer's ptido 

With Bpols of gold and purple, azure and green : 

Tbeso, BB a line, their long dimension drow, 480 

Streaking the ground with sinuous trace ; not all 

MinimB of nature ; some of serpent kind, 

WondiouB in length and corpulenco, involred 

Their snakj folda, and added wii^s. First crept 

The poraimoniouB emmet, provident '48S 

Of future ; in small room large heart encIoBed ; 

Pattern of just ei^ualitj perhaps - 

Hereafter, joined in her popular tribes 

Of commonalty: switrming next appeai'd 

The female bee, that feeds her husband drone 490 

Deliciouely, and builds ber waien cells 

With honey stored : the rest are numberless, 

And thou their natures knovr'at, and garest them nuaeH, 

^cedleas to thoe repeated^ nor unknown 

The serpent, subtlest beast of all the field, 495 

Of huge eitent sometimes, with braian eyes 

And hairy mano tcrrilic, though to thee 

Not noxious, but obedient at thy call. 

Now Heaven in all her glory shone, and roU'd 
Her motions, as the great lirst Mover's hand G0O 

First wheel'd their course : Earth in her rich attire 
CansuDunate lovely smiled ; air, water, earth. 
By fowl, fish, beaat, was flown, was swum, was walk'd, 
Frequent ; and of the sixth day yet remain'd : 
There wanted yet the master-work, the end 505 

Of all yet done ; a crftiture, who, not prone 
And brute as other creatures, but endued 
With sanctity of reason, might erect 
His fltatnre, and upright with front serene 
Govern the test, self-knowing ; and fh>m thence 510 
Magnanimous to correspond with Heaven, 
But grateful to acknowledge whence his good 
Descends, thicher with heart, and voice, and eySa 
Directed in devotion, to adore 
And worship God Supreme, who mode him chief 615 
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Of all liis wraka : tlieierore the Omnipotent 
Eternal Futhor (for whoro » not ha 
Preflent ?) thus to hia Son audibly spike ; 

Let us make now Man in our irange, Mui 
In otu Himilitude, and let them rule E!X* 

Over the fiih uid ibwl of sen uid ait, 
Xeaal of tbe Geld, uid ovat (lU the Eutfa, 
And ererj creeping thing that cieepfl the ground. 
TMBBud,he.&nn'd Uiee, Adam, thee, O Man, 
Dost of Iha ground, and in th7 noatrUa breathed 6S!> 
The bieath of life ; hi his own image he 
Created thee, in the imago of God 
Ezpceaa ; and thon becametit a, living soul- 
Male he cteatod thee ; but th? canedrt 
Female, for race; then bleae'd mankind, and md, 530 
Bo iimtful, multiply, and fill the earth ; 
Subdue it, and throughout dominion hold 
Over fiah of the sea, and fowl of the air, 
And every living thing that moves on the Earth. 
Wherever thug created, for no place 535 

!■ yet diitinct by name, thenoe, as thou know'sl, 
Jff ^^P"||;''* tboQ into this delicious giove. 
This garden, planted with the treea of Ood, 
Detectable both to behold and (ate ; 
And freely all their pleasant fruit for food 540 

Gave thee ; all aorta ue here thai all the Earth pelds 
Variety withbut end ; but of the tree, 
Which, tasted, worka knowledge of good and evil, 
Thou mayst not ; in ^e day thon eat'at, thou diest : 
Death is the penalty imposed ; beware, 646 

And govern well thy appetite ; lest Sin 
Surprise thee, and her black attendant Death. 

Here Gnish'd be, and alt that be had made 
View'd, and behold all wa* entirely good; 
8o even and mom acoomplish'd the sixth day ; ■ MD 
Tet not till tlw Creator from his warii' 
Desisting, though unwearied, up return'd. 
Up to the Hoaven of Heavens, hii> high abode ; 
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Thrace U> bebold l)ua new cretted world, 

Tba addition of his empire, bow it ahuw'd 555 

In prospect from bis throne, how good, how fair, 

Answering hia great idea. Up ha rode 

FoUow'd with acclamation, and the sound 

Sjinphoniaiis of ten thousand harps, that tuned 

Angelic harmoniea : the earth, the air 560 

Resounded (Chon remernhHr'at, C>r thou heard'Htj) 

The heaTena and all Ihe- constellations runfr. 

The planets in tbcii station listening stood, 

While the bciglit pomp ascended jubilant. 

Open, ;e everlasting gates '. they sang, 6G5 

Open, ye Heavens ! your living dcwre ; let in 

The great Creator from his work retnm'd 

Magnificent, his hi days' work, a World ; 

Open, and henceforth oft ; for God will deign 

To visit oR. the dweUIngs of Just men, 670 

Delighted ; and with frequent inteicoorse 

Thither will send hia winged messengers 

S)n eiraQds of supernal grace. So sung 

I'he glorious train ascending : He through HekVen, 

That open'd wide her Hazing portals, led 555 

To God'i4 eternal house direct the way; 

A broad and ample riffld, whose dust ia gold 

And pavement stars, as stars to thee appear. 

Seen in the galaiy, that milk; way, 

Which nightly, as a circling lone, then eeest 568 

Powder'd with stars. ^And now on Earth tho sevealh 

Evening arose in EdoA, for the sun 

Was set, and twilight from the east came on, 

t'orerunning night ; when at the holy mount 

Of Heaven's high-seated top. the imperial throne 566 

Of Godhead, tix'd for ever firm and sure. 

The Filial Power arrived, and sal Mm down 

With his great Father ; for he also went 

Inviidbls, yet staid (each privilege 

Hath Omnipresence,) and the work ordain'd, B 

Author and End of alt things ; and, from work 
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Now leetia^, blessed imd hollow'd the aeveath day, 
As realiug on that day fiom all hia work . 
But not in ailence holj kept : the hup 
Had work «nd reated not ; the Bolema pipo, 596 

And dnlcimei, ail orgnna of sweet step. 
All Bounds on ftet by string or golden wiie, 
Tempar'd aoft tunings, inlermix'd with voice 
Choral or uniaon : of incenae clouds, 
Fuming from golden consBrs, hid the mount. 600 

Creation and the six daya' acta they sung : 
Great are thy works, JehoTah 1 infinite V\_ , >,'■ ' 

Thypower', what thought can measure thee, orwngu^ _,' 
Relate thee I Greater now in thy letum 
Than from the giant Angete : Thea thai day COS 

Thy thooderB magnified ; but to create 
Is greater than created to destroy. 
Who can impair thee, Mighty King, or bound 
Thy empire ! Easily tlie proud attempt 
Of Spirits apoaUtc, and their counaols vain, 610 ^ 

Thou h:i9t repelled ; while impiously they thought , ■ ^ 
Thee to diminish, and from thea withdraw '"''. 

The number of thy worahippora Who set ka ..■ 
To lesaon thee, against hia purpose serves . , 

To manifest the more thy might : hia evil CIS 

Thou nsest, and from thence createst more goo^J 
Witness this new-made world, another Ueaven 
From Heaven gate not far, founded iu view 
On the clear hyaline, ^e glassy aea ; 
Of amplitude ahuost immense, with atata OSO , 

Numeious, atid every star perhaps a world 
r Of destined habitation ; but thou know'at 
Their seasons : among these the seat of Men, 
Earth, with her nether ocean circumfused. 
Their pleasant dwelling place. Thrice happy Men, 6SS 
And sons of Men, whom God hath thus advanced 1 
Created in hia image, there lo dwell 
And worship him ; and in reward to role 
Over his works, on earth, in sea, or air, 

'5 i.,o3fc 
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And moltiptj a race of worahippers 63i 

Holy and just ; thrice happy, if they know 
Their happineaa, md pBraBvete iiprighl ! 
So ming they, ami the empyiioD rung 
With hallelDJahi : thus was sabbath kept 
And thy reqaost think now fnlM'd, that aok'd 631 
How first thii world and fiice of thing* began,' 
And what befoie thy memory was done 
From the beg^inning ; that posterity, 
Iniram'd by thee, might know : if else thou seek'st 
Aogbt, not mipassing homon maanite, kkj. 6K 
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lioiw: ii doahtfnll; siuvnr 
LDgi raon worthj cT kooT 
irDu* to dMaia Raphi*!, m- 



fit WKjet^; ha tint nuntiDf Bnd niipUfJl Wltli 
coiin« with the Angel tbereupoa: who, ifter • 
paatod, dfrpoiti 



Tbk Angel ended, and in Adam's eu 
So chonning letl his yoice, that he awhile 
Thought him atill opetJung, atill stood fix'd to bee 
Then, lu new waked, thiu gratefuUj leplisd: 
What thaofaB sufliclent, or what lecompaiwe 
EqDo!, hayo I to render thee, divino 
Hiatarion, who thus laigelj baat allaj'd 
The thirst I bad of knowledge, and Tonchsafed 
This friendly condeac«neioa to relate 
Things, elae by me unRean^able ; Bow heard 
With wonder, but delight, and, ai ia due, 
With glor; attributed to the high 
Creator 1 Something ^et of doubt remains, 
Which oiJy thy solution can resolye. 
When I behold Ihis goodly frame, this world. 
Of UeaveD aiuLeaith ctmaistliig ; and compute 
Their magnitudes ; tliia Earth, a spot, a grain, 
An atom, with the Srmamcnt compared 
And all her number'd stars, that seem to roll 
Spaces incomprehensible (for each 
Their distance argncs, and theii Swift return 
DiQrnal,) merely to officiate IJglit 
RoQttd this opacouB Eailli, tlus punotuol spot. 
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Ons day and niglit ; in all ber vist aurrey 
tlneleH beaidoB ; reaioning 1 oft admire S 

How Nature wise and frugal conld Commit 
Such disproporttaiu, with luperBQana hand 
So maay nablor bodies to create, 
Oreatei >o manifold, to this one nie, 
For aught appoars, and on theii oibi impooe 3 

Such reatlen revolution day by day 
Repeated J wbile the ledentarj Eaith, 
That better migbl with far loss oompoaa move. 
Served by mare noble than herself, attiiini 
Her end without least motion, and rsceives, 31 

Ab tribute, inch a Bumle as journey brought 
Of incorporeal speed, her warmth and light ; 
Speed, to describe whose iwiflneas number fails. 
( Bo spake our sire, and by his countenance aeem'd 
Entering "1 rtlltlir"" '^""fl''' abstruso ; »hir.h f. vn 
Perceiving, w here she sat retired in sight, 41 

With lowliness majesiic troin her seat, 
And grace that won wiuj saw to wish her stay. 
Rose, and went forth among her ffillts~and Qowera, 
To vidt how they prospered, '^"■' 'tirfij:::"!". 4t 

Her nursery ; they at her coming sprung , 
And, touob'd by lier fair tendance, pl adlier g rew. 
Tet went she not, as not with siiEjljIiBcoaise 
Delighted, o r not capabl e her ear 
OPlfbal was high; such pleasure she reaerved, Si 
Adam relallllg,nhi; Bole^aditreea ; 
Her husband I&e rcTater she preferr'd 
Before the AngS!7aTi3"o"f him to ask 
Chose rather; hu, stiu ki'iew^would intermix 
Oratefol digreesi<m8, And Solve'Iiigh dispnta fit 

With coi(|ugal caresses : from his lip 
Not words alone pleased her.TO! when meet now 
Bach pain, in love and mutual honour jtdn'd ! 
With goddesB-liko demeanour forth she went, 
Not unattended ; foi on her, as Queen, 60 

A pwnp of winning Graces waited still, 
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\nd from about bet shot duta of desire 

Jnto all eyes, to wish her still in sight. 

And Raphael now, to Adam's doubt proposed. 

Benevolent and facile tbuB replied : K 

To ask or seatch, 1 blame Uiee not ; for Heaven 
li as (he book of God before thee set, 
Wheiein to read hia wondrous works, and learn 
Hie Beasona, hours, or days, or month*, oi years : 
TbiB to attain, whether Heaven move or Eaith, 7( 
Imports not, if thou reckon right ; the rest 
From Man oc Angel the great Architect 
Did'wiaelj to conoeaJ, and not divulge 
Hia aeciels to be scann'd by them who ought 
Ratlicr admire ; or, if they list to try 7J 

Conjecture, he hia fabric of the Heavens 
Hatb ]efl to their dispute a, perhaps to move 
Hia laughter at their quaint opinions wide 
Hereafter ; when they come to mode! Heaven 
And calculate the starB, how thoy will wield 81 

The mighty frame ; how build, unbuiliT, contrive 
To save appearances ; how gird the aphere 
With centric and eccentric scribbled o'er, 
Cycle and epicycle, orb in orb ; 
Already by thy reasoning tbia I guesa, 81 

Who art to lead thy oSapring, and auj^toaest 
Tliat bodies bright and greater should not lerve 
The leas not bright, nor Heaven Buch journeys run 
Earth sitting still, when she alone receives 
The benefit : CooBider first, that great 9 

Or bright infers not exfiellence : the Earth, 
Though, in compariaon of Heaven, ao small, 
Nor gliatering, may of solid good contain 
More plenty tbon the sun that barren shinea ) 
Whose virtue on itaelf works no effect, D 

But in the fruitful Earth j there first received, 
Hie beama, unactive else, their vigour find. 
Yet not to sarth are those bright luminaries 
Officious ; but to thee, Earth's habitant. 
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And for tlic MeBTon's wide ciicuit, let it speak lOU 

The Maker's high niBgnificcnce, who built 

So spacious, and his line atiatch'd out so tai ; 

That Man may kuow he dncllB not In Ma own ; 

An edifice loo large for him (o filT, 

Lodged in a Bmatl partition ; and the rest 105 

Ordain'd for uses te hia Lord beat knotpn. 

The awiftneBB of those circles Attribnto, 

Though numberless to his Omnipotence, 

That to corporeal substanceB could add 

Speed almoit spirltua.] : Me thou thInk'Bt not slow, 

Who eince the morning-hour eet out from Heaven 111 

Where God resides, and ere mid-daj firrivod 

In Eden i distance ineipreasible 

By nombera that ba.ve name. But this I arge, 

Admitting motion in the HeaveoR, to show 115 

Invalid that which thee to doubt it moved J 

Not that I BO affinn, though BO it B«cm 

To thee who hast thy dwelling here on Earth. 

"' ' ■' " " ' ' tt earthly a ighl 

;a toohieb . 121 

. iruie son 

BcrCentra to the worlds ajid other atars. 

By his attractive virtae and their own 

Incited, dance about him varioua ronnds P IS3 

Their wandering course now high, now law, then hid, 

Frogressive, retrograde, or standing still, 

In Biz thou seest ; and what if seventh to theee 

The planet earth, bo Btead&Bt though she seem. 

Insensibly thrso different motions move ? 130 

Which elae to several apberes thou must ascribe, 

Moved contrary with thwart obliquities ; 

Or save the sun his labour, and that swift 

Nocturnal ajid diurnal rhomb supposed. 

Invisible else above all stora, the wheel US 

Of day and night ; which needs ru>t thy belief, 

If wuth, induilriouB of harB«lf, fetch day 
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Travelling' Bast, and with hor part adverse 

From tbe eua's beam meet night, her otheF part 

Still lummous b; hiB ray. Whut if that light , 1 

Sent fioiD her through the wide tranepicuoiu ajr. 

To the terreatrial moon be bb a atiu, 

Enlightening her by day, as she by night 

This earth 1 reciprocal, if land be there, 

Fields, and inhabitants : Hor spoti thou seest 1 

Ah clouds, and clonda may rain, and rain produce 

Fruits in her soflon'd soil for some to eat 

Allotted there ; and other suns perhaps, 

With their attendant moons, thou wilt desciy, 

Gommonicating male and female light; 1 

Which two great saiea animatB the world. 

Stored in Bach orb perhaps with some that live. 

For Guch vast room in Nature unpoBsees'd 

By living soul, deeeit and desolate, 

Oply to shine, yet ecaroa to contribute I 

Each orb a gUmpso of light, convey'd bo fai 

Down to Uiis habitubla, which returns 

X.ight back to them, is obiuous lo dispute. 

But whether thuB llie^e things, or whether not ; 

Wliether the aun, predominant in Heaven, 1 

Rise on the earth ; or earth rise on the sun ; 

Ho from the east his flaming road begin ; 

Or she from west hor silont course advance, 

With inoffensive pace that spinning sleeps 

On her sofl aile, while she paces even, 1 

And bears thee soft with the smooth air along j 

Solicit not thy tbonghts with matters hid ; 

Leave them to God above ; him serve, and fear ^ 

Of other creatures, as him plDsaesbeBt, 

Wherever placed, letliim dispose ; joj thor 

In what he gives to thee, this Paradise 

And thy fair Eve ; Heaven is for thee too t igh 

To knog what dbbbcb there ; be lowly wit . 

Ttiink onl y what, onncema thee, an dtfiy fc*^*--* 

nreanl not of other worldi. wbaTcrHInr* '* 
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Not of Fn,;^ „„ij,, h,.i ^f hichnnt H"—" 

To whom thua Adam, cle&i'd of doubt, replied : 
How fully hast thou satisfied me, pure 1 

Intelligence of Heaven, Angel serene ! 
And, freed from intricafics, taught to lire 
The DosleBt way; nor with perplexing thooghta 
To interrupt the BwCBt of life, from which 
God hath bid dwell fur off all anxious caree, 1 

And not moleet us ; unless we ouraelvei 
Seek them with wandering thoughts and notiona Ta 
But apt the mind or lancy is to rove 
Uncheck'd, and of her roving ie no end ; 
Till wam'd, or bj experience taught, she leam, 1 
That, not to know at large of things remote 
From use, obscure and sublle ; but, to know 
That which before na lies in duly life, 
Ib the prime wisdom : What is more is fame. 
Or emptineae, or fond impertinence : ] 

And renders us, in things that most conoern, 
Unpractised, anprepared, and still to seek. 
Therefore from this high pitch let ua descend 
A lower flight, and speak of things at hand 
Usefiil ; whenoe, haplj, mention may arise H 

Of something not unseasonable to ask, 
By Bufieranoe, and thy wonted favour, deign'd. 
Thee I hare heard relating what wsa done 
Ere my remembrance : now, hear me relate 
My story, wMch perhaps thou Itast not heard ; ! 
And day is not yet spent ; till then thou seesi 
How subtly to detain thee i devise ; 
Inviting thee to hear while I rotate ; 
Fond ! were it not in hope of thy reply: 
For ^ while I sit w ithj feee, I seem b Heaven ; 2 
A TIP swestei^ thy discourse ia to mv e ar 

n fruits ol pulmtreg jleasaptea t to thirst 
[, at the hour 
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O f gweet repaat ; tbey satiate, and go on fill, 
' ThOTm h pleaaant i _b nt thy worda, with grace dirine 
^ Imbued, bring to their BweBtne sB no aatietr- 216 

, To whom thus Rophael answor'tl beaveiil; meek ; 
1 Nor axe thy lipa ungraceful, Sire of men, 
Nor tongue Ineloquent ; for God on thee 
Abundantly his giHs hath also pooi'd SSO 

I Inward and outward both, hia image fur : 
Speaking, or mute, all comelinesB and grace 
Attend thee ; and each word, eBch\notion, form ; 
Jlor less think we in Heaven of thee on Garth 
Than of our feUow-rerrant, and inquire 99S 

, Gladly into the ways of God with Man : 
) For God, we Bee, hath honour'd thee, and aet 
1 Oa Man hia equal love : Say therefore on ; 
! ffr I Ihat day wa« absent, aa befel, 
; Bound on a voyage uncouth and obBcore, 230 

, Far Du eicurdon toward the gates of Hell ; 
f Squared in ihll legion (anch command we had,) 
I To aee that none thence iaaaed forth a spy. 
Or enemy, while God was in his work ; 
Lest he, Incenaed at euch eruption bold, 335 

I Deatruction with creation might have mii'd. 
Not that they durst without his leave attempt } 
But UB he Bands upon hia high behests 
For state, ta Sov'roign King ; and to inure 
Our prolBpt obedience. Fast we found, iaat ahnt S40 
[ The dismal gatea, and barricadoad strong ; 
I But loQg ere our approaching heard within 

Noiae, other than the sound of dance or song, ' 
I Torment, and loud lament, and furioua rage . 

Glad we relum'd up to the coaats of light 045 

' Ere aabbatb-evening : to we had in charge. 
But thy relation now ; for I attend. 
Pleased with thy worda no leas thou thou with mine. 

8o apake the Godlike Power, and thus out Sire i 
For Man to tall how human life began 350 

'la hud : for who himself begiiming knew? 



i/ 
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De«r« with thee atill longer to convetH 

[ndnced me. Ai new w^ed from ■onndeat sleep. 

Soft on the flowery heib 1 foond me laid, 

In balm; awent ; which with hii beuns the son 255 

Soon dried, and on the reeking moistaie ted. 

Straight toward Heaven my wondering eyes I torn'd, 

And gazed awhile the ample aky; till, railed 

By quick imrtinctiTe motion, up 1 apning, 

Ai thitherward endesrouring, and npright 909 

An3 Lquid lapBe "f mjum uripg atreajM ; by theae 
'^"'"^I^lgirrTn^'T^'^^^^d IT;"-° d. and wSk'd, or flew ; 

Birdii"nnjlia^b'''^"''b'"' warhling'; flll thing', miijed ; 
With fragra nce and with j oy mr heart o'nta ow'd. ^6 
Mjaelf I then perused, and I'thH by limb 
Siuroy'd, and sametimei went, and sometimsB ruji 
With aupple jointi, as liTelj Tigoui led : 
But who I was, or where, or ironi irttat eauae, HTfl 
Knew not ; to epeak I tried, and forthwith qiake ; 
My tongue obey'd, and readily conld muoe 
Whate'er I saw. ThouJiu^-saiiLLJui-li^t, 
And thou enligbten'd Earth, bo frerti and gay, 
Te HilU, and Dales, ye Riven, Woods, and Plaino, 
And ye that live and more, fair Creatorea, toll, 876 
Tell, if ye saw, how I came thus, how here P — 

Not of myeelf i by some great Maker then, 

In goodnesa and in power preeminent ■■ 

Tell me, how may I know him, how adore, Stt 

I^m whom I have that thua I move and lire. 

And feel that I am happipr than I know. 

While thus I call'd, and strayed I knew not whither. 

From where I first drew air, and first beheld 

This happy light ; when, answer none letum'd, S8$ 

On a green ahady banh, profuse of Sowers, 

Pensive I aat me down : there gentle iloep 

First fomid me, and with toil oppresnon seiiod J 

My drowned seijae, untroubled, though 1 thought j 
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I than itu pMdng to my fonner aUiM 29(1 

InBaniible, and forthwith to tti Mn^Y p ^ 
When snddenly stood at my heiul s dream, 
Whosfl inward appirition gently moved 
My fancy to boliove I yet had being. 
And lived One came, methought, of abape diTine, 
And said, Thy muuion wants thee, Adam : rise, S90 
Ficat Man, of men innunieralile ordain'd 
Firrt Father '. call'd by thee, I come thy gnid* 
To the garden of bliaa, fhy Boat prepared. 
Ho saying, by the hand he took ma railed, 300 

And over fields and wators, as in air 
Smooth sliding without step, last tod me np 
A woody mountain ; whose high top was phun, 
A circuit wide, encloBed, with atiodlieEt trees 
Planted, with walks and boweis ; that what 1 saw 3K 
Of Earth before scarco pleasant seom'd. Each tree, 
Loaden with fsiieat fruit that hung to the eye 
Tempting, stiir'd in me sudden appetite 
To pluck and eat ; whereat I waked, and found 
Before mine eyes all real, as the dream 310 

Had lively sfaadow'd : Here had new begun 
My wandering, had not he, who was my guide 
Up hither, from among the trees appear'd, 
Preseuce Divine. Rejoicing, bnt with awe, 
In adoration at his feet I foil 31B 

Submias : Ho roat'd me, and Whom thoQ Booght'st I am, 
Said mildly, Antbor of all tbia thou seeat 
Above, or round abont thee, or beneath. 
This FaiodiBO I give tbec, count it thins 
To till and Keep, and of the fmlt to eat : 390 

Of every tico that In tho garden grows 
Eat freely with glad heart ; fear here no dearth 
Bat of the tree whose operation brings 
Knowledge of good and HI, which I have set 
The pledge of thy obedience and thy faith, 3^5 

Amid the garden by the tree of lifb, 
Remember what I war» thee, shun to tists, 
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And ihuii the bilter conacquence : for knav 

The day Ihou ea^lgt tbersof, my sole command 

TrBUEgiess'd, inevitably thou eholt die, 330 

From that day mortal; aiid this happy state 

Shalt loee, eipeU'd from hence into a worU 

Of woe and Bonaw. Sternly be pronounce 

The rigid interdiution, which reeouiida 

Yet dreadful in mine ear, Oiough in my choice 335 

Hot to incur ; but soon hia clear aspect 

Returned T and gracious purpose thus renewed 

Not only theee fair bounds, but all the Earth 

To thee and to thy race I give ; ae lords 

pDSsauB it, and aL IhingB that therein live, 340 

Or live in sea, or air ; beast, 6sh, and fowl. 

In siif n whereof, each bird and beast behold 

After their kinds ; I bring them to receive 

From thee their nsincB, and pay Ihee fitalty 

With low subjection .; understand the aaroe M5 

Of fish within their watery residence. 

Not hither summon'd, sinco they cannot change 

Their element, to draw the thinner air. 

And thus he spake, each bird and beast behold 

Approaching two and two ; theee cowering low 350 

With blandishment ; each bird stoop'd on his wing. 

I named them as they pasa'd, and understood 

lliuir nature, with such knowledge God endaed 

My sudden apprehension : But in these 

I found not what methought I wanted still ; 355 

And to the heavenly Vision thus presumed : 

O, by wliat name, for thou above ail those. 
Above mankind, or aught than mankind 'higher, 
Surpaascst far my naming ; how may I 
Adoro thoe. Author of this universe, 360 

And all this good to man ? for whose well belnff 
So amply, and with hands so liberal, 
Thou iiast provided all things : But with me 
I see not who partakes. lu solitude 
Wliat happiness, who can enjoy alone, !S& 
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Or, all BDJojing, wlut contentment find? 
Thus I pieBoroptuooa ; and the Vision bright, 
Aa with B amile moie brighten'd, thuB replied: 

'What call'st thou solitude ? Is not the Eaith 
■With Tarious Jiring creatures, and the sir . 370 

Repleniah'd, and all these at thy command 
To come and pla; beroie thee P Know'sl thou not 
Thaii langnoge and their wajs ! The^ also know, 
And reaBon not contomptibly ; With these 
Find jiaatimc, and bear rule : thy realm is Urge. 375 
So qiake the UniTeraul Lord, and seem'd 
So ordering : I, with leave of speeoh implored, 
And humble deprecation, thus replied : 

Lei not my words oftend thee. Heavenly Power , 
My Maker, be propitious while I speak. 380 

Hast thou not made me here thy substitute. 
And these i nferior far beneatJi me set f i j 

Among one niiala what aoc iety • ' 

CaJt sort, what naimany, or true delight ? S.^>f 
Which must be mutual, in proportion diLC 385 

Given and received ; but, in disparity 
The one intense, the other still remisa, 
Cannot well suit with either, but soon prove 
Tedious alike - of fellowship I speak, 
Sacb as I seek, fit to participate 390 

All ra^onal delight : wherein the brule 
Cannot be human consort : They rejoice 
'Bach with their kind, Uon with lioneaa i 
So fitly them in pairs thou hoat cDmbined : 
Much lea* can bird with beast, or fish with E>wl 395 
So w«ll converse, oor with the ox the apa ; 
Worse then can man with b^^, and least of all 

Whereto the Almighty answei'd, not diqileaasd : 
A nice and si^rtle happ iness, I see, 
Thott to thyself proporcst, in the ehdee 400 

Of thy aaeoeiates, Adun ! and wilt taste 
Bo pleamus, Iboagfa in pltunue, lolitu?. 
Wbat think'it thoa tfaen of me, and this my itaU i 
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Seem I to theq ■uSciently ponen'd 

Of happiness, nr not .' who am alona 

From all etoruitj ; for none I know 

Second to me or like, equal much Isbb. 

How huTB I then with whom to ' 

Sate irilh the creatnieB whidi I made, and tlio«e 

To me inferior, infiaite deacents 410 

Beneath what other creatore* are to thee ! 

He ceased ; I lowlj anawot'd : To attain 
The height and depth of thy etenul ways 
All human thoughts coma short, Supreme of things 1 
Thou in thjaelf art perfect, sod in tliee 415 

la DO deficieace found : Not bo ia Man, 
But in degree ; the cause of his desire 
By cnnveraaUon with his like to help 
Or solace his defects, No need that thou 
Shouldst propagate, already InGnite) 430 

And through all numbon absolute, though One : 
But Man by nombor is to muiifeit 
His ungle imperfection, and beget 
Like of his like, bis image multiplisd, 
In nrity defective ; which requires AS6 

Collateral lore, and dearest amity. 
Thou in thj secrecy although alone, 
Beat with thyself accompanied, scek'st not 
Social communication ; yet, 'so pleased, 
Caiut raise thy creature to what height tboa wilt 430 
Of union or communion, deified : 
I, by coDVeising, cannot these erect 
From prone ; nor in their ways complacenoa find 
Thus 1 embolden'd spake, and freedom used 
Permisaive, and acceptance found ; which gain'd 43fi 
Thia answer from the gracious Voice Divine ; 

Thus far to try thee, Adam, T waa pleaMd ; 
And find thee knowing, not of baaats alone, 
WUch thoQ hut rightly named, but of thyvalf; 
Ezpressiiig well tha qurit within thee free, 4M 

Hy imog*, sot imparted to the brute ; ^ 
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Whon KIMwahip therefore unmeet for thee 
Good reason vu thou fieely ahouldst dielike ; 
And be bo minded irtill : I, ere Ihon apskest, 
Knew it not good foi Mui to be alone : 445 

And DO Huch compsnj u then thou nw'tt 
Intended thea; foi trial only biought. 
To aee how thou couldit judge of fit and meet ■- 
Whut next I bring ehall please tliee, be uiuied, 
Thy likeneH, tliy fit help, thy other self, 460 

Thj wish exactly to thy heait's desire- 
He ended, ox J lieud no more ; for now 
My euthly by his heavenly overpower'd, 
Which it had long stood under, atrain'd to the heijfht 
In that celestial collaquy sublinie, 456 

Aa with an object that excels the aenae 

Dazzled and epent, sunk down ; and aought rapai^ -Lt 

Of sleep, which inatajitly fell on me, caJl'd thT'Z^jT, 

By Nature sa in aid, and closed mine eyas. -^ ^k"1 

Mine eyes he closed, but op«n left the call 460 g-. 

Of fancy, my internal eight; by whiefa. 
Abstract' OS in a trance, mSthought I saw. 
Though sleeping, where I lay, and saw the (hajM 
Btill gloriotu before whom awake I stood : 
Who stooping opeii'd my left aide, and took 46S 

From thence a rib, with cordial spirits wann, 
And life-blood streaming fresh ; wide was the wound, 
Bat suddenly with flesh fllVd up and beal'd : 
The rib he form'd and faahion'd with his hands ; 
Under his forming hands a ueature grew, 470 

Manlike, bnt different sex fso lovely &ji. 
That what saam'd fair in all the world, seem'd now 
Mean, or in her summ'd ap, in her cantain'd gLK-'^.-cy* 

. And in her looks; which from that time infaiad *H Cu-<. 

Sweetness into my heart, tmialt before, 47S 

And into ail ibinga from her air inspired 
The spirit of love and amorona deligU^^ 
She disappeat'di-and left me dark ; I wak*d 
To &nd her, or for aver to deplore 

.,o3fc - _ 
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Her loai, uid other pleBsnrei all (bjiuc: 480 

When out of hc^e, behold her, not fir off. 
Such u I nw her in mj dreun, adoni'rf 
With wbMX >11 Euth or Heaven oonld bertow ' 
Tn nuke her amuble : On shs cune, 
Led by hei heaTenlj Maker, though uiuean, 465 

And guided b? his voice ; aor uninfbnn'd 
Of naptia] lanctitjr and marria^ ritea : 
Grace wai in all her steps, Heaven in her eye, 
In every gertnro digni^ and tovo. 
L. oTerjoy'd, etnild Dot forbear aloud : ~ 490 

T^Thia turn hath made amends ; thou hast fnlfiU'd 
Thy words, Creator bonnteonB and benign, 
Oivei of all thing! &ir ! but fairest Ihia 
Of all thy gifts ! dot enviest. I now see 
Bone of my bone, fleah of mj fleah, myself 49G 

Befors me : 'W™'«gJ«^hpr "■""' ; "<* V't 
Eitraete d ; for this ^ nun he ahall forwyn 
feher and niothar,"Md t o bis m jgjdhera; 
AM they ihB.!l"be "rineflFag roriehflart. nnq ffi gg^ 

-Blie"heStd ma thus : anH though divinely brought. 

Yet ionocence, sjtd virgin modesty, SOI 

Her virtoe, and the oonscienoe of her worth, 

lliat would be woo'd, and not unsought to be won. 

Not obvinua, not obtruuve, but retired. 

The mar* desirable i or, to say all, 605 

Nature herself, though pore of nnful thought, 

Wronght in her so, that seeing nw she tnrn'd : 

I follow'd her ; she what ^as honour knew, 

And with obsequious majesty approved 

My pleaded reawm. To the nuptial bower filO 

I led her bluihiug like the mom : AU Heatan 

And happy eoDBtelUtioDB on that hour 

Shed their celectest influence ; the Earth 

Gave sign of gratolation, and each hill ; 

Joyous the bi^s ; fresh galea and gentle airs 516 

Whiapei'd it lothe woods, and from their wings 

Flung rose, flung odours Irom the spicy sbnib. 
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DupM-Ung, till the unormii bird of tiigbt 
Bang apouu], and bid tiute the eTomog star 
On Mb bill top, to light tlia bridal luop. -620 

Thus fasve I told thee all laj state, uid broDgbt 
My etory to the nun of eaithlj blies, 
Which 1 eDJ<gr ; and most confen to find 
In all thing! else delight indeed, but such 
As, used 01 not, works in the miiid uo change, GSS 
Not TcheTaent demre ; theie delicacies 
1 mean oftaate, sight, amel!, heibs, froits, and flowers, 
Walks, aud the melodj of birds : but here 
Far otherwiw, tranapoiled I beliold, 
TranspoFted touch ; here passion first I felt, 630 

CkiDunotion strange ! in all enjojmeata else 
Superior and Qomoved ; here onlj weak 
AgiJiut the charm of Beauty's powerful glance. 
Or Nature fiul'd in me, and left some part 
Not proof enough suob object to mstain ; C36 

Or, from tnj aide aubdacting, took perhaps 
More than enough ; nt least on her bestow'd 
Too much of ornament, in outward show 
Elaborate, of inwud less exact. 
|For well I understand in the prims end HO 

Of Nature her Che inferior, in the mind 
And inward faculUes, whidi raost excel ; 
In outward also her resembling leas 
His image who made both, and leas cipresung 
The character of tfaat dominion given 6U 

O'er other creatures : Tet when I approach 
Her loveliness, so absolute she aMm* 
And in herself complete, so well to know 
Her own, that what she wjlb to da or say 
Seems wisest, nrtnotueri, dlicrselest, best : UO 

All higher knowledge in her pressnca fiiUa 
Degraded ; Wisdom in discourse with her 
LosBt discountenanced, and lik* frily shows ; 
Authority and Reaoon on her wait, 
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Aq ons ioteiuled first, not ifl«r made GG6 

Occanonill; ; and, to coDsmimate all, 
Greatnssa of miml and nofalaneM thair iMt 
Build in Imt loreliest, and oieata an awe 
About her, u a guaid angelic placed. \ 

To whom (he Angel witli'cantraoted brow : 660 
Accuse not Nature, she hath done hei part ; 
Do thou but thinn ; and be not diffident 
Of Wiadom ; she deserti thee not, if tbou 
Kduim not her, when nost thon need'Ht her nigh. 
By Attributing orormuch to things 665 

LeueietlBDt, u thou thyself petceiveBt. 
For, what admireit thon, what traneports thee ao t 
As outside } fair, no doubt, and worthy weO 
Thy chatiahing, thy honouring, and thy lore ; 
Not thy subjection ; Weigh with her thyeclf ; 570 
Then valtiB : Ofttimes nothing pro6te more 
Than solf-eateem, grounded on just and right 
Well managed ; of that skill the more thou know'it, 
The moie she will acknowledge thee hsr head, 
And to lealltiea yield all her shows : G75 

Made so adorn {or thy delight the mora, 
So awfii], that with honour thou mayst love 1 

Thy mats, who sees when thou art seen least wise. 
But if the sense of touch, whereby nnuikind 
Is propagnted, seem such dear delist 560 

Beyond all other ; think the mue Touchaafed 
To eattlo ajiil each beast ; which would not be 
To them made oommon and divulged, if aught 
Therein onjoy'd were worthy to lubdne 
The soul of man, <h passion in him more. Ii8G 

What higher in her society thou find'st 
Attne^Te, human, rational, love still ; 
In loving thoD dost well, in passion not, 
Wherein true lore consists not : Lots refijies 
The thoughts, and heart enlarges; hath his seat G90 
In reason and is judieiaus ; is the Kale 
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B7 which .to iMavenlf love thoa laijtl ascend, 

^'Not Kuik in eanuJ plaasiire ; fbi which cuue, 

I Among' the beaits no mate for thee was found. 

To whom tlint, half ftbiA'd, Adun leplied : G96 
Neither her outside form'd so tair, nor aught 
tn procreation common to all i^ds 
(Though higher of the genial bed by fer^ 

, A nd with mysterious leverence I deem,} 
80 much delights me, as thoee gracefnl acts, 600 

TbfwB Uiotituid decenoies, that doily flow 
From all her words and actions miz'd with lore 
And sweet compliance, which declare onfbign'd 
Union of mind, or in as both one soul ; 
Harmony to behi^ in wedded pair 605 

I More grateful than harmoniona sonnd (o the ear. 
Yet these subject not ; I to thee disclose 

I What inward thence I feel, not therefore foil'd, 

I Who meet with Various objects, from the sense 
Variously representing ; yet atill free, GIO 

' Approve tlie best, and follow what I approve. 

To love thou blameat me not ; for Love, thou say'st, 
I Leads op to Heaven, is both the way and gnide : 
I Bear with me then, iflawful what I ask : 
[ Love not the heavenly Spirits, and how their love 615 

EiprBBB they ? by looks only ? or do they mis 

Irradiance, virtual or immcdiiite touch ? 

To whom the Angel, wilh a smile that glowed 

Celestial rosy red, Love's proper hue, 
. Answer'd: Let it suffice theo that thoQ hnow'st G30 
. Us happy, and without love no happiness 
j Whatever pure thou in the body enjoy'at 

(And pure Ihon wart created,) we enjoy 

In eminence ; and obstacle find none 

Of membrane, joint, or limb, eiclusive bars ; db 

Easier than air with air, if Spirits embrace, 

Total they mix, union of pm'e with pure 

Desiring, nor rastrun'd conveyance need. 

As flesh to mix with fleifa, or soul with eouL 
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But I cui now no mors ; the parting sun 

Btyomd the Earth'i green Cspo uid verduit Uoa 

Becpeiisn gela, my aignaJ to dopart. 

Be Strang, live happj, and lore '. But, fir^jif aE, 

Hi m, whom to love a to itinf i ii"l hnnp 

His great command ; take heed laa t ]——■"" n^T 

Thy'indgment to dol.iight, w hich elae ftee w ill 

ThSTrmtWlnm-in tliee is placed : bewue t 

1 in thy perserering ebsJl rejoice, 

And aU the bleas'd : Stand fast; t« stand or faU 

Fiee in thine own aibitiement it lies. 

Foriiict within, no outward aid require ; 

And all temptation to transgress TepeL 

So sajing, he arose ; whom Adam thus 
FoUow'd with benediction. SincBto part. 
Go, heavenly gaert, ethereal Messenger, 
Sent li-om whose sov'reign goodness I adore 1 
Gentle to me and afiUile liath been 
Thj condeecensian, and shall be honour'd ever 
With grateilil memory : Thou to mankind 
Be good and friendly atill, and oft return ! 

So parted they ; the Angol up to Heaven 
Trom the thick sluide, and Adam to his bow«i 
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AtsD, baiini mapuBd tba Eatih, with msdltnted nik ntuni, 
u a Bill, by Dknl ioln PaiadlH; »lsi> into tke SaiuDt iIh])- 
idi. Adam unTEie In tka moniing (o forlh to t)wir labDiiri, 
wlii^ £ie pmpDUa to fivid* In •eienl nluat, uch libontfaig 
apart: AdimcDptsnta not: aUpgliu thedmnnrikatthataiMinj, 
nfwlmci Ihe^ w«n fonwuiwd, ihoukl attomH boiibnHt alooa ; 
En, loath Id be lboii|lit not cimiDBpeot or flna onootbt aifoi 
"- ■ -'-ntJKtdHlroui uaika trial oThsriueBttn; 



at lut jMlda : Tba Bnognt liiida I 
'""" ---'-igithanipoaain*: witl 



h, firit raaing, than iinBiiiu 



ona. Eva, woodarinf to baai t 
ittained to btiuan apeach apd at 



pent ipaak, aik* bow ha attained to bbuan apaach apd iiKbiiiH 
denlanding net till now ; the Setpeot auwera, that by taatfna 
ofa uilala lien in the lArdan he attaiDld both to gpaeeh aad 
raaaon, till than Toid ef both: Eve raqiuna him to fating bar ta 
that tree, and findi it lo ba the trHoflblDHMgstbrUddaai Tba 
Berpent^nowfrawn boldar, with manj wilea and arpimantii la- 
docnheiatlingihtaeit! ■ke,p1aaiedwhhUioUal«,deliberaua 
awhile wbelhet to imnaittbeiooftoAduaoT not; atlaatbrfain 
him of the froit; rtutee what poiaaaded her to eat tbera^^ 
Adam, at first aieazodf bvt psreeltiiif her loat, fuealvea, throo^ 
veheiDBrice eflovv, topailih with bar: and.eiloniiatin^ the UaO' 
pau, aali alio ot the Roll ; The eObeti thereof In IIwb both ; 



No mora of talk where God or Angel g^oest 
With Hon, as with his friend, fiunilinr used. 
To Bit indulgent, and with him pulaka 
Rnial legitut ; permitdng him the while 
Venial discDnna miblained. I now moit change 
Those note* to tiagic ; fiiol diiOnut, and bretush 
Dialoyal on the part of Han, raralt. 
And dieobedienca : on the part of Hearsn, 
Now alienated, dirtance and diataate. 
Anger and Jnst rebnke, and jnd^^ent {iven, 
That btoqght into this world a woild of woe. 
Sin and her ■ha4ow Death, and miaery, 
Death'a haibinger ; aod tank ! yet argument 
Not leas bnt more heroic than th« wrath 
Qf stern Achillea on liis foe purnied 
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Thrice ftigitiTe sbout Tioy wall ; or rage 

Of TumoB for LsTinia diaeapoiued ; 

Or Neptune's ire, or Juno's, that ao long 

Perplei'd the Gioek, and Cytherea's son; 

If anawcrnblB atjle I cut obtain 

Of mj celeBtul patrcHiDsa, who deigns 

Her nightly yiaitalion unimplored, 

And dictates to me elumberin^ ; or inspires 

Easy my iinpreinedtt&t«d veree : 

Since first this subject for heroic song 

Plcaeed rae long choonng, and beginning late ; 

Not eedulouB by nature to indite 

Wars, hitherto the odIj argument 

Heroic doem'd ; chief maatery to dissect 

With long and tedious havoc fabled hn'^hts 

In battles feign'd ; the better fortitude 

Of patience aud heroic martyrdom 

Unsung ; or to describe races and games, 

Or tilting furniture, imblnzon'd shields. 

Impresses quunt, caparisons and steeds, 

Bases and tinsel trappings, gorgeous knights 

At joust and tournament ; then marahel'd feast 

Served up in hall ^th sewers and seneshals ] 

The still of artipoB or office mean, 

Not that which justly gives heroic name 

To person or to poem. Me, of these 

Nor ikitl'd 90T studious, higher argument 

Remains ; su£S<nent of itself to raise 

That name, unless an age too late, or c<dd 

Climate, or years, damp my intended wing 

Depress'd } and much tbey may, if all be mine. 

Not hers, who brings il nightly to my ear. 

The eon was sunk, and after him the star 
Of Hesperns, whoee office ia to bring 
TwiGght upon the earth, short arbiter 
'Twiit day and night, and now from end to end 
Night's hemisphere had veil'd the horizon ronUd ■ 
When Satan, who late fled before the threat* 
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Of Otbriel out of Eden, now impcoTed 
r In meditated fraud and mdico, beat i 55 

' On Mbji'b deetiuclion, maugie whft might hap 
I Of heavier on himself, fearless retum'd. 
By night he fled, and at midnight retunj'd 
From compassing the eartli ; caulioua of day, 
Sinoe Uriel, regent of the sun, descried GO 

I His DQtrance, and forewun'd tho Cherubim 
I That kept their watch ; thence full of anguish amen, 
I The space of seven continued nights he rode 
With darkness ; thrice the equinoctial line 
He circled ; four times croas'd the car of night. €5 

iFiom pole to pole, travLTsing each coluie ; 
On the eighth retum'd ; and, on the coast aversa 
Prom entrance or cherubic watch, by stealth 
Foand nnsuapected way. There was a, place, 
Uov not, though sin, not time, first wrought the change. 
Where Tigris, at the foot of Paradiae, 71 

lata a gulf shot under gromid, till part 
Rose up a fomitain by the tree of life : 
In with the river sunk, and with "it rose 
Satan, involved in rising mist ; then sought 75 

Where to lie hid ; sea he had seatch'd, and land, 

I From Eden over Pontus and the pool 
Mffiotis, np beyond the river Ob ; *' 

' Downward as far antarctic ; and in length, 

. West from Orontes to the ocearl harrM _ 80 

At Darien; thence to the land where flaws 
Ganges and Indus : Tboa the orb he roam'd 

r With iiarrow search; and with inspectiondeep 

1 Conmdei'd every creature, which of all ■^ . 

i Moat opportone might serve his wiles ; and {band S& 
The Serpent subtlest besat of all the Geld. 
Him after long debate, irresolate 
Of thoughts revolved, his final sentence chose 
Fit vessel, fittest imp of friod, in whom 
To «nter, and his dark suggestions hide 90 

. fVcnn ibaTpeBt si);ht' for, in the wily naka 
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WhateVBI BlolghtB, none would BuspicioOB tatA, 
Ah from his wit and aatlve subtlety 
Proceeding ; which, in other beasts obBorved, 
Doubt might beget of diabolic power ES 

Active within, beyond the sense of brute. 
ThoB ho resolved, but first from iQwoid grief 
His bursting pasBlon into plaints tbus pour'd: 

O Eaith, how like to HcaveD, if not piefetr'd 
More juatly, seat worthier of Gods, as bnilt IM 

With Becond thoughtB, reforamig what was old 1 
For what God, after better, worse would build? 

- Terrestrial HeuFcn, danced round by other Ueavena 
That shine, yet bear their bright officious lonips, 
Light above light, for thee alone, bb seems, 105 

In thee concentring all their precious beaniB 
Oi lai^red influence ! As God in Heaven 
b centre, jet extends to all ; so thou, 
Centring, rccciveat from all those orbs : in thes 
Not in themselves, all their known virtue appeort 110 
Productive in herb, plant, and nobler birth 
Of cieatureB animate with gradual life 
Of growth, sense, reason, all summ'd up ia Msu- 
With what delight could I have walk'd thee round, 
If I could joy in aught, sweet interchange 115 

Of hill, and valley, rivers, woods, and plaina, 
Now land, now sea, and shores with forest crown'd, 
Rocks, dena, and caves '. But I in none of theM 
Find place or refuge ; and the more I see 
Pleasures about me, so much more T ibel ISC 

Torment within me, as from the hatefdl sjega 
Of contraries ; all good to me becomes 
' Banc, and in Heaven much worse would b« my itlte. 
But neither here seek I, no nor in Heaven 

; To dwell, unless by maiteriiig Heaven's SiipNin* W 

: Noi hope to be myself less miserable 

, By what I aoek, bat others to make snob 
Ab I, though thereby worse to me Mdonnd: 
Tor only in destroying 1 find ease 
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To m7 ralentless thoughts; tuid, him deitro/d, 
Or won to what may work bis utter low, 
Foe whom all this was roade, all thia will soon 
Follow,' as to him link'd in weal or woe ; 
In woe then ; that deBtiaotioa wide may range : 
To me shall be the gloiy sole among 
The infernal Powers, in one day to have man'd 
What he, Almighty styled, six nights and days 
Continued making ; and who knows how long 
Beftwe had been contriving P though perhaps 
Not longer nnce than I, in one night, freed 
From servitude inglorious well nigii half 
Tke angeho name, and thinner left the throng 
Of his adorers : He, to be arenged, 
And to repair hia uumberB thus Impair'd, 
Whether such virtue spent of old now &it'd 
More Angels to create, if they at least 
Are his created, or, to spite oa more, 
Determined to advance into our room 
A creature &rm'd of earth, and him endow, 
Exalted from so base original, 
With heavenly spoils, our apoila ■ What he decrae 
Me effected ; Man he made, and far him boilt 
Magnificent this world, and earth hia aeat, 
Him lord pronoonced ; and, O indignity I 
Subjected to hia service angel-wings. 
And fiaming ministers to wateh and tend 
Their eaHhIy charge : Of these the vigilance 
I dread; and, to elude, thus wrspp'd in mist 
Of midni^kt vapoui glide obscuie, and pry 
Id every bush and bntke, where hap may find 
The serpent sleeping ; in whoso mazy folds 
To hide me, and the dark intent I bring. 
O ibul deaoent I that I, w*io erst contended 
With Gods to ait the highest, am 
Into a beaat ; and, mii'd with bestial slima, 
This essence to inoainate and imbmle, 
That to the height of Deity aspired ' 
17 
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Bat wliat wiQ not unbition uid nvntge 
Deicend to ? Who upitSB muat down as low 
Aihighhspwr'd; obiioziaiu,fint Dilut, 17D 

To bueit tbings. Reienge, tt first though mMt. 
BittflT ere long, btek on itaelf raooili : 
L«t it 1 I reek not, «o it light weU um'd, 
Since hi(h« I &11 Atat, on him who nsxt 
PravolM ray Wfrj, this now favonrito 176 

Of Hoaren, thia nun of claj, ion of depute, 
'Whora, n* the more to ipite, hii Maker raind 
Fr<«n duet : Spite then with ^te is bort tap&id. 
So njing, throogfa each thicket dank or diy. 
Like a black mist low-creeping, he held on 180 

HIb midnight search, where sooneBt he might find 
The eerpent ; him fait sleeping soon he FoDod 
In labyrinth of many a round nelf-roll'd, 
Hie head the midrt, well Btored with lubtile wihn. 
Not jet in horrid shade or dismal den, IBS 

Kor noeent yet ; hot, on the graBsy Iierb, 
Feailesa un^ai'd he slept : in at his mouth 
Tlie Devil entei'd ; and his bratal sense. 
Id heart or head, poesening, soon in8;ni»d 
With act intelligentisl ; but his sleep 190 

Distiirt)'d not, waiting close the approach of mom. 
Now, when as sacred light began to dann 
In Eden on the humid flowers, tliat breathed 
Their morning incense, when ail tiling that bretUWi 
From the Earth's great altar send up ulent praise 19& 
To the Creator, and bis nostril* £11 
With gratetiil smell, forth came tbe hnmayair. 
And juu'd their vocal worship to the choir 
Of creatures wanting voice ; tliat done, partite 
The season, prime for sweetest scenta and airs : 900 
Tlien commune, how that dty they best may ply 
Theii growing work ; for mocb theii work outgrew 
The hands' despatch of two gardening so wide, 
And EvB first to her hoabsnd thai began : 
Adam, well may we labour utill to dru* flCK 
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Thi* gantsit, itiU to t«nd plMit, herb, ind flowai. 
Our pleannt tad snjran'd ; bat, till mon hands 
Aid m, the work under onr iabaui growl, 
Lnxarions bf natraint } wh&t we bf daj 
Iiop overgrown, or prune, or prop, or bind, 210 

Ona night or two with wanton growth deridM, 
Tending to wild. Thou therotbre now adnae, 
Or beu what lo my mind first thonghta preamt : 
Lst hb divide onr Uboura ; thon, where ehoiM 
Lsida tbee, in' where moit needs, whether to wind 215 
The woodbine round this Brboor, or direct 
Tho cUiping ivy where to climb ; while I, 
In yonder spring of roses intermii'd 
With myrtle, find what to redrea till noon : 
For, while so neu each other thus all day SSO 

Oor teak w e chooe^ i whnt wnnilnr jf, (o nOBT, 

Looks intarv ene and miileBrOr ob ject new 
Casual discourse dra w on ; wnic n intermits 
Out day's worK, w mTyht to little, thongh be gmi 
Early, and the hon r of s "ppitr ""tt** ""firn'j' 226 

To whom nuld annrNAdiuii thua retnm'd : 
Sole Eve, UHOciate sole, to me beyond 
Compare above all living ereatores dear ! 
Well hnat thon motion'd, vrell thy thoughts employ'd, 
How we might beat fulfil the work which here 230 
God bath sarign'd ns ; nor of me shalt paa 
Cnpnused : for nolhing lovelier can be fbnnd 
In woman, than to stndy bonsehold good. 
And good works in her famdwnd to promote. 
Tet not s o strictly ha th onr Lord imposed 236 

Labonr, as to debar Da when we need 
ReireabmeDt, whe tner l ood OTj^kJstWMn, 
Food of the mind, or tt 



Of k 

To brute denied, and are of love the food , 3*0 

Love, not tbe lowest end of homan Ule. 

Tot not to irksome toil, but to delight. 

Ha made us, and delight to reason join'd. 
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These p&tlu tuid bowen doubt not but out joint hsndl 
Will k«ep fiom wildemeH with o«se, u wide 345 
Ab we need walk, till yotmgeT handa ere long 
Aniat iu : bat, if much convene perhaps 
Thee utiaM, to short absence I could jield : 
For eolitude eometimeB a best aocietj, 
And short retiremeat uigea aweet return. 250 

But other doubt poHaasea me, lest banu 
Befal thee sevar'd from me ; for thou know'at 
What hath been wam'd na, what mallciooa fos 
Envying our happineaa, and of bis owD 
Defipaiiiog, seeka to work us woe sod tbaine i££t 

B; bIj usanlt ; and somewhere nigh at hand 
.' Watches, no doubt, with greedj hope to find 
*- Hia wiah and beat advantage, ua asunder ; . 

Hopeless to circumvent us join'd, where each 
To other ipeedj aid might tend st need : SGO { 

Whether hia fiFit dengn be to withdraw I 

Our fealty from God, or to disturb 
Conjugal love, than which perh^is no blisa 
Enjoy'd by us eicitea hia envj more ; I 

Oi this, or worse, leave not the faithful aids S65 j 

That g&ve thee being, still shades thee, and protects 
The wife, where danger or dishonour lurks, 
Sliest and eeomlieBt by hei hasbarid atayi, 
Who guards her, oi with her the woiat eodore*. I 

To whom the virgin majesty of Eve, 270 

As oae who lovea, aitd some unkindnesa meets, 
With sweet austere composure thua replied : 

Offipring of Heaven and Earth, end all Earth's Lord! | 
That aocb an enemy we have, who seaka 
Out ruin, both by thee inform'd I learn, SIS ] 

And from the parting Angel overheard, I 

As in a shady nook 1 stood behind, j 

Just then retum'd at shut of evening flowen. j 

But, that thou ihouldst my firmnesi therefore doubt I 
To God or thee, because we have a foe 280 i 

May tempt it, 1 expected not to hear. 
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HI* ^olence thou feor'nt not, iMing luch 
Ab ve, not capable oT death or paiii, 
Can cithor not receive, or con repel. 
His fr aud ia then thy fear l ^ ]<<ih plft'a ■'"''''" 986 

Can 1^ bia fraud be iholica or seduced ; 

ThougblB, which how found they harbour in thj braaat. 
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To wbom with hesling words Adam'replied S90 
Danghter of God and Man, immortal Ere ! 
Tot such thou ait ; &Din sin and blame entir* : 
Not diffident of thee do I dissuade 
Thy ahsence from my sight, bnt to avri d 

For he wh o tenipti, though in Tain , at leaat asperw* 
The tempted with diaboaoar foul ; snppoaed 

Against temptation : than thjself with scom 
And aof er wonldat re»ent tiie ofier'd wrong, 300 

Though iueffectual found : misdeem not than, 
If socb affiant 1 labour U> aveit 
From thee alone, which on hm both at ones 
The enemj, though bold, will hardlj dare f 
Or duing, lirat on me the assault shall light. 306 

Not thoa his malice and &lse guile contemn ; 
Bobtle he needs must he, who could seduce 
Angels ; nor think superfluous others' ud. 
I, from the influence of thj looks, reeeWe 
Access in ever; Tirtue ; in thy sight 310 

More wise, more watchful, stronger, if need wera 
Of outward itreogth ; while ahame, than looking on, 
' Sliamo lo be overcome or overreach'd. 
Would ulmoat vigour rajae, and raised nnite. 
Why shculdit not thou like seose within thee feel 31b 
Wlien I am present, and th; trial ehooee 
With me, beat vritaess of th; virtoe tiisd I 

So spake domestic Adim in his oar* 
And matrimonial love ; but Rva who thought 
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Len ittribntml to her Aith nncera, 39 

Thus h«r reply with accent iweet reoew'd ; 

If tliu> be oni ccndition, thiu ta dwelt 
Id luutow dronit ■truten'd b; a. fin, 
Subtle or TitJent, we not endued 
Single with like defence, wherever met ; 32 

How an we Wp7i '^ ■" ^" "^ hum f 
Bat htna precedes not no : only onr foe, 
Tempting, affionts ui with hia fool eiteom 
Of OUT integrity : hii foul OBteem 
Sticks no diohononr on our front, but turni 33 

Foul on hlmwlf; then wherefore ihunn'd or feu'd 
By u« ? who wtber doable hononr gain 
Tiom hlTlfiruiige proved fajee ; £nd peece within, 
Favour from Heaven, our witness, from the event. 
And whit is &lth, love, virtue, unuaay'd 33 

Alone, without exterior help aiutBio'd f 
Let us not then nupeet our hsppy ilate 
Left B imperfect by the Meher wlae, 
A« not BBCQie to mngle or combined. 
Preil is oui luippinoBB, if this tw so, 34 

And Eden were no Eden, thus eipoaed. 

To whom thus Adun fervently replied : 
O Woman, best are all things aa the will 
Of God ordain'd them : Hia creating hand 
Nothing imperfect or deficient left 31! 

Of all that he created, much less Man, 
Or aught that might hia happy atate aecure. 
Secure from outward fores ; within bimaelf 
The danger lies, jet lies within his power : 

1^ Againat hia will he can receive bo liarm. 39 

; But God left free the will ; for what obeys 
Rauoa, ia f^ee ; and Reason he inade right, 

' But Ud her well beware, sod still erect ; 

'-. Leat, by some &i[-a{qiearing good Borprised, 
She dictate Use ; and miainfimn the will 3Si 

To do what God Bzpresdy liath forbid. 
Mot DioD miatruat, but tender love, anjoina. 
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Th^ I should mind thee oft ; vti mind thou ma, 
Firm we subaiit, yet poadble to iwerre; 
9ince Reason not impaaaiblj mkj meet 360 

Some apecioua object b; the foe Bubora'd, 
And fall into decoptloa onawsie, 
Not keeping atTicteitt w&tch, M she ww wftm'd. 
Seek not temptation then, which to avoid 
Were better, and moat likel; if from me 366 

Thou aever not i trial will come unwiight. 
Wooldst thoD approve thj conitancj, approve 
first thj obedience ; the other who can know, 
Not seeing thee attempted, who atteet ? 
But, if than Uiink, trial muought may find 370 

Us both securer than thus wam'd Ihou seem'st, 
Oo ; for Ihj stay, not free, ahsents thee more ; 
Oq in thy native innocence, rely 
On what thou hast of virtus ; summon all 1 
For God towards thee hath done his part : do thins. 

So spake the paiiiaich of mankind ; biU Ere 375 
Paruated ; yet lubmias, though last, repUed t 

With thy peimlssion then, and thus fbiewam'd 
Chiefly by what thy own last reaaoning word* 
Toach'd only ; tlut our trial, when least aoiigbt, 
May find us both perhaps far less prepared, 380 

The vrilliogor I go, noi much expect 
A foe so prood will firsL the weaker seek ; 
So b«nt, the more ibaU shame him his lepnlse. 

Thus saying, from her husbaud'a band het hand 
Son she wiUidraw i and, like n Woodnynph lifht,38& 
Oiead or Dryad, or of Delia's trun, 
Betook her to the grovea ; but Delia's self 
In gait suTpass'd, and goddesslike deport, 
Though not as she with bow and quiver arm'd, 
But with such gardenizig tools as Art yot rude, 390 
Guiltless of £ro, had foim'd, or Angela brought. . 
To FaUa, or Pomona, thus adoro'd, 
Likest she seem'd, Pomona when aha ded 
Vertumnus, or to Cerei in h«T prime, 
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Tot Tiigin of Fioaarpina &oni Jove. 395 

Her long with ardent look hii ej« panaed 

Deliyhtsd, but desiring more ber Bts;. 

on he to her hia charge of quick tetma 

Repeated ; afae ti him wa oft engaged 

To be ifltuni'd bj noon amid tba bowar, 400 

And all thinga in beit order to invite 

Noontide Tepaat, or aftemoon'B repow. 

O mnoh decBived, muoh faiUug, haptsM Ero, 

Of thy prenuned return ! event perrerae ! 

Thou never &om that hour in Paradise 405 

Fonnd'et either iweet repurt or lound repose ; 

Soch ambniih, hid among sweet flowers and shades^ 

Waited with hellish rancour imminent 

To intercept thj way, or send thee back 

DespoU'd of innocence, of Jaith, of blinl 410 

For DOW, and lince first break of dawn, the fiend, 

Mere serpent in tppearonce, forth was come ; 

And oo hi> qaest, where likeliest he might find | 

The only two of mankind, bat in them | 

The whole inclndad iac«, hia porpowd prey. 413 

In bower and field he sought, where any tuft 

Of grore or garden plot more pleasant laj, 

Their tendance, or plantation for delight ; 

By fountain or by shady rivulet 

He songht them both, but wiah'd hii hap might find 

Eve sepexate ; he wish'd, but not with hope 4n I 

Of y/hal M> seldom chanced ; when to hii widi. 

Beyond his hope, Eve separate he i^es, 

Veil'd in a cloud of fragrance, where she stood. 

Half spied, so thick the roses blnahing round 49S . 

About her glow'd, oft stooping to support 

Each fiower of slender stalk, whoee head, thoogh gvf 

Csmatiffli, purple, azure, or speck'd with gold, 

Hung drooping unnutain'd; them she npstays 

Gently with myrtle band, mindlen the while 430 

Herself, though &irest nnsuppoited fiomr. 

From her beat prop so flu, and storoi so idgfi. 
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Nearer he dtew, and msny a w&Ik tnv^ned 

Of Bttttelieat covert, cedar, pinB, or palm ; 

Then volnblo and bold, now hid, now Been, 43& 

Amonf thick-woreo nrborets, and flowera 

Embroider'd on each bank, the hand of Eve : 

Spot moie debciDUB than those gardens fei^'d' 

Or of revived Adonis, or renown'd 

Alcinoas, hart of old Laertea' son ; 440 

Or that, not mjBtic, where the aapient king 

Held dalliance with his fair Egyptian ipoun. 

Much he the place adiniced,'1fiG peraon more. 

Aa one who lon^ in popolona city pent, 

Where bousee thick and aewera annoy the air, 44S 

Forth inning on a sunuaer'e mom, to breatba 

Among the pleasant villages and &rmi 

Adjoin'd, from each tiling met conceives delight ; 

The smell of grain, or tedded grass, or kine, 

Or dairy, each rural sight, each raral lound ; 450 , 

If chance, with nymphliko step, fair virgin pan, 

What pleasing seeio'd, for her now pleaaea more ; 
She most, and in her look sams all delight : 

8 ucb pleasure took the Serpent to behold 

Thie flowery plat, the sweet recess of Eve, 466 

Thus early, thus alone ; her heavenly form 

Angelic, but more soil and feminine, 

Her gracetbl innocence, her every aii 

Of gesture, or leaat acUon, overawed 

His malice, and with rapine eweet bereaved 460 

Hia GerMneis of the fierce intent it brought : 

That space ^e Evil One abstracted stood 

From his own evil, and for the time remain'd 

Stupidly good ; of enmity diaarm'd, 

Of guile, of hate, of envy, of revenge : 466 

But the hot Hell that always in him burm, 

Though in mid Heaven, soon ended his delight, 

Of pleasure, not for him ordain'd : then aiMia 
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Tlsree bale be recollecta, tnd tU Mi thoogbla 47D 
Of mucliief, |^alulating, thm excit«l. 

Thoaghta, whither bave ;e led me [ with what aweet 
Cnrnpulsion tbiu truniported, to toiget 
What liitbet brought na ', hate, not love ; nor hops 
Of Fus£m for Hell, hi^ here to t»t« 475 

Of pteunn ; but aE pleunreto deatn^, 
8eve whet i> in deBtrojiog ; other joy 
To me is lort- Then, let me not let paai 
Occanon which now nniles; behold alone 
The woman, opportune to eU attempta, 480 

Her hniband, for I view &r roond, not nigh, 
Whoee higher intallectoal more I ahon, 
And atrength, of oonrage haughty, and of linb 
Heroic built, thongh of tarreatrial mould ; 
Ton not inibrmideUe ! exempt from woond, 48S. 

I not ; 10 mnch hath Hell debased, and pain 
Enfeebled me, to what I was in Heaven- 
She fair, divinely fur, fit love &r Goda 1 
Not terrible, thoogh terror be in lore 
And beauty, not approach'd by stronger hate, 490 

HatH stranger, nnder show of love well feign'd ; 
The way which to her rain now I tend. 

So spehe the enemy of mankind, encIoMd 
In serpent, inmate bad ! end toward Eva 
Addresa'd ItiH way: not with indented wave, 49S 

Prone on the groond, at since ; bat on his rear, 
(Ocular base of riiiiig folds, that tower'd 
Fold above fold, a anrging maze l hie head 
Created aloft, and caxbmicle hia eyes ; 
With bnmiah'd neck of verdant gold, ersot GOO 

Amidst his circling iplrei, that on the gnm 
FloBted redmidant : pleasing was his idupe 
And lovely ; never since of serpent-kind 
Lovelier, not Ikoee that in lUyria changed, 
Hermione and Cadmni, or the god G0( 

In Epidanrns ; nor t« which tnnafiinM'4 
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Aounoiiuii Jots,, or. Ctjiitaluie, wu Men ; 
Hb with OljmpjfA ; Oat with her wbo boie 
Bcipio, the height of fLomo. With tr&ct obliqna 
At finrt, u one nho fought aeceai, bat foar'd SIO 

To mtBTmpt, ridriong he WDiki faia mj, 
JkM when % ihip, by ^Uiiil iteenmen wrought 
mgh riTei'B mouth or foielukd, where th« wiiul 
VeBTi oft, aa ott so steen, uid Bbifls hei iwl : 
So Tuied ha, mud of his tortaoni tnia S15 

Cnrl'd m&nj k wanton wreath in mght of E*«, 
To lore her eje ; abe, bnaied, beard the aoniid 
Of matling; leavea, bat minded not, as used 
To auch diaport before her tluougti the field, 
From every beut ; marB dnteoua ■! her CbU 620 

I'hao et Circean call the herd diagnised. 
He, IxJder now, uncall'd before her atood, 
Bat as in gaze admiring : citl he bow'd 
His tarret cieat, and sleek euunel neck,* 
Fawning ; and lick'd the ground whereon elie tiod. 3SG 
Hia gentle dumb eipreaaion tnm'd at length 
The eye of £ve to mark hii play : he, glad 
Of ber attention gain'd, with aerpent-tongne 
Organic, or impulse of vocal air, 
Hia fraudulent temptation tbua began : 530 

Wonder not, lov'reign MistieH, if perhap* 
Thou canat, who art soTe wonder 1 muoh leas arm 
Tbj looks, the Heaven of mildneaa, with disdain, 
Diaploased that I approach thee thus, and gaie 
InaaUate ; I tbui single ; nor hare fear'd 635 

Tby.awfiil brow, more avrfiil thua retired. 
Fairest reaeoiblance of thy Maker fair. 
Thee all things living gaze on, all things thine 
By gift, and thy celeatial beauty adore 
'With ravishment beheld ! there best beheld, SM 

TFhere univeraoll/ admired ; bnt here 
[n this encloanre vrild, tbeae batata aatong, , l 

Beboldera rude, and ahallow to diacam f, . M ' 

Half what in the* la hii, one nun tieejA, i " 
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Who leeB thes P (and what is one P) who nliould be seen 
A QoddeBB among Gods, adoied and served 546 

By Angals nuDiberleas, thj duly train. 

Bo glozed ths Temptor, and Ms pToem toned : 
Into the hesit of Eie his nords made way. 
Though at the voice mncli marveling; at lengtli 660 
Not DDamazed, aha thiu in annwer spake ; 

What may this mean ! languajre oTman pronanneed 
By toD^e of bmte, slid hnman senso ezpiess'd ? 
The ficst, at least, of these I thought denied 
To beasts } whom God, <m their erealiiat-dayi 665 
Created mnte to all articulate sound : 
The latter I demur ; for in their tooka 
Hach leason, and in their actions, ott appetra. 
Thee, gerpeat, sobtlest beast of all the field 
I knew, but not with human voice endued ; &60 

Redouble then this miracle, and say, 
How earnest thou speakable of mnte, and how 
To me BO friendly grown above the rest : 

Of brutal kind, that daily are in sight I 
Say, for such wonder d^ms attention due. BG& 

To whom the guileful Tempter thus replied: 
Empress of this fair world, resplendent Eve ! I 

Easy to me it is to tell thee all [obeyU ; I 

What tboQ oommand'at ; and right thou shonldBt bo 
I was at iirat as other beasts that graze 570 

The trodden herb, of abject thoughts and low. 
As was my food ; nor aught but food discem'd I 

Or aei, and apprehended nothing high : 
Till, on a day roving the field, I chanced 
A goodly tree far diilant to behold 6911 , 

Leaden with fruit of fairest colounp mix'd, 
Buddy and gold : 1 nearei drew to gaze ; 
When from the boughs a savoury odour blowil) 
. Grateful to appetite, more pleased my sense 
Than amell of sweetest fennel, or the testa S89 . 

Of ewe or goat dropping with milk at even, 
Unsock'd of lamb or kid, that teed their play. 
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'f o Batisiy the sbup desire I bod 

Of tasting those foil applei, I resolved 

Nat to defer ; hunger and thirst at once, 585 

Powerful pereuadera, qlilckeo'd al the scent 

Of that alluring &uit, urged me ho keen. 

Aboot the mossy trunk I woUDd ma soon ; 

For, high &DID ground the branches would require 

Th; utmost reach or Adam 'a : round the tree £90 

All other beasts that hlw, with like desire 

Longing and enrylng stood, but could not reach. 

Amid the tree now got, where plenty hung 

Tempting so nigh, to pluck and eat my fill 

1 glared not ; for, such pleasure till that hour, 695 

At feed or tbuntain, never had I found. 

Sated at length, ere long I might perceive 

Strange alteration in me, to degree 

Of reason in my inward powers ; and speech 

Wanted not long ; though to this shape teCaJn'd. 600 

Thenceforth to speculations high or deep 

1 turn'd iny Uioughts, and vrith capacious mind 

Gonaider'd all things visible in Heaven, 

Or Earth, or Middle ; all things fair and good : 

But aU that fair and good in thy divine 605 

Semblance, and in thy beauty's heavenly ray, 

United 1 beheld ; no fair to thine 

Equivalent or second ! which compell'd 

Me thus, though importune perhaps, to come 

And gaie, and worship thee of right declared 610 

SoT'reign of oreatores, universal Dame 1 

So talk'd the spirited sly Snake ; and Eve, 
Yet more amazed, unwary thus replied ; 
. Serpent, thy overpraising leaves in donbt 
The virtue of that fruit, in thee first proTed : ©15 

But eay, where grows the tree ? from iionoo how &r? 
For many are the trees of God that grow 
In Paradise, and various, yet unknown 
To ns ; in such ahnndance lies our obcnce, 
As leaves a greater Aore of &uil untouch'd, 090 

18 
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Still banging mcorruptible, till men 

Grow up to their ptoviaion, and more htnla 

Help to dubiuden Nature of hei biith. 

To whom the wilj Adder, blithe and gUd : 
EmproM, tha waj is reader, uid not long ; && 

Bejond a row of myrtles, on a flat, 
Fast bj a fountain, one imall thicket pasi'd 
Of blowing mjirb uid balm : if thou accept 
Mj conduct, I can bring thee thither soon. 

Lead then, Bud Eve. He, leading, awiiUy roll'd 630 ' 
In tangles, and made intricate seem stiaight. 
To roiBchief swill. Hope elevates, and joy 
BnghteoB hia crest ; sa when a wandering fire, 
Compact of unctuous vapour, which the night 
Condenses, and the cold enviionB loundj 635 

Kindled thiough agitation to a flame, 
Which oft, tbej say, soioe evil Spirit attends, 
Horering and blazing with deluuve light, 
Misleads the amazed night-wanderer from his way 
To bogs and mirea, and ofl Uiraugh pond or pool ; 640 | 
There swiJlow'd Dp and laat, from succour far. ' 

So glister'd the dire Snake, and into fraud 
Led Eve, our ciedulous molhei, to the tree 
Of prohibition, root of all our woe ; 644 

Which when she saw, thns to her guide she spake : 

Serpent, we might have spared our coming hither, 
FruitleH to me, though fruit be here to excess, 
The credit of whoso virtne rest with thee ; 
Wondrous indeed, if Cause of such e&acts. 
But of this ttea we ma; not taste noi touch ; 650 

Ood so commanded, and left that command | 

Sole daughter of hia voice ; the rest, we lira 
liaw to ourselves ; our reason is ooi law. 

To Tsbom the Tempter guilefull; replied : 
Indeed 1 luth God then said that of the Ihiit 655 

Of all these guden-tiees ye shall not eat, 
Tet Lords declared of all in earth oi air ? 

-To whom thus Eve, ^et sinless : Of the ftuit 



PARADISE LOST. 807 

Ot e&cli trae ua tbe garden we maj ast ; 
Bat of the fruit of this fair tree anudst 660 

The garden, God hath raid, Te aball nol eat 
Thereof, not shall ye touch it, lest ye die. [bold 

She acarco hod said, tliough brief, when now mora 
The Tempter, bat with show of zeal and love 
To Man, and indignation at his wiong, 665 

New put puts on ; and, as to pasaion moved. 
Fluctuates disturb'd, ;et comelj and in act 
Raised, as of some g^reat matter to begin. 
As when of old some orator renown'd. 
In Athene or free Rome, where eloquence 670 

Flonrisb'd, lilice mate 1 to some great caose addiesi'd, ' 
Stood in himself collected ; while each part. 
Motion, each act won audience ere the tongne ; 
Sometimea in height began, as no detaf 
Of preface brookingj through his lea] of right ; G75 
So standing, moving, or to height op grown. 
The Tempter, all imptaaon'd, thai began : 

O sacred, wise, and wiedom-giving Plant, 
Mother of science '. now I feel thy power 
Within me clear ; not only to dieeem 680 

Things in their euiaef, bnt to trace the w«y> 
Of higfaeat agents, deem'd however wiae. 
Queen of this nnivem 1 do not believe 
Those rigid threats of death : ye shall not die : 
How ihoold you ! by Ae frtiit ? it gives yon lift HSi 
To knowledge ; by the threatener P look on me. 
Me, who have louch'd and Uated ; yet tioth live. 
And life more perfect have attained than Fate 
Meant me, by venturing higher than my lot. 
Shall that be shut to Man, which to tbe Bewt 600 
Is open P or will God incense lui ire 
For such a petty trequsa .' and not praise 
Rather your danntlesa virtue, whom the ftia 
Of death denounced, whatever thing death be, 
Deterr'd not irom achieving what might lead 695 
To happier liie, fcnowledge of good and evil 
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Of good ha\i joBt ? of evil, if what is evil 
Be reaJ, wb; not known, einco euier ahuDD'd ? 
God therefore cannot hurt ye, and be junt ; 
Not just ; not God ; not feai'd than, nor obey'd : 700 
Tour fear itself of death removes the fear. 
,Why then was this forbid ? Why, but to awe f 
Why, but to keep yc low and ignorant 
His worshipper9 .- He knows that in the day 
Te eat thereof, your eyes that Kiem H>~cl«iir, 705 

Tet are but dim, shall perfectly be then 
Open'd and clear'd, and ye eholl be aa Gods, 
Knowing both good and evil, as they know- 
That ye ehall be as Gods, since I as Man, 
Internal Man, is bat proportion meet ; 710 

I, of brute, homan ; ye, of buman, Gods. 
So ye shall £b perhaps, by putting off 
Human, to put on Gods ; death to be wiab'd. 
Though threaten'd, which no worse than thiacu bring. 
Ami what are Gods, that Man may not become 715 
As they, participating Godlike food .' i 

The Gods are first, and that advantage use I 

On oiu belief, that all from them proceeds ■ 
I question it ; for this lair earth I see, 
Warm'd by the sun, producing evety kind ; 3SD 

Them, nothing : if they all things, who encloaed 
Knowledge of good and evil in this tree. 
That whoso eats thereof forthwith attuni 
Wisdom without their leave f aud wherein lies 
The offence, that Man should thus attain tc know f 
What can your knowledge hurt him, or tlus trea TS8 
Impart Bgainit his will, if all be his? 
Or 4s it envy ? and can envy dwell 
In heavenly breasts ?— TLoae, these, ajid many mMO 
CaascR import your need of this lair fruit. 730 

Goddess humane, reach then, uid freely taste ! 
He ended ; and his words, replete with gnilBi 
Into her heart too easy entrance won ; 
Fix'd on the Unit she gazed, which to behold 
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Might tempt alone ; and in her ears the aouad 736 
Tet mug af bis jiersuaBive words, impregn'd 
With reason to hor Beeming, <uid with truth : 
McanvMIe tho hour of noon drew on, and waked 
Ad eager appetite, raised b? the ameU 
So BaTomy of that fruit, which with desire, 740 

Inclinable now giowD to toudi oi taste, 
Solicited her longing eje ; yet first 
. Pausing awhile, thns to heraelf she mused: 

Great are thy virtneB, doobtlen, best of &uiU, 
Though kept from man, and worlliy to be admired ; 
Whoee tarte, loo long forborne, at first enay 746 

Geivo elocution to the mate, and taught 
The* tongue dot made for speech to ^ak thy praiae : 
[ Thy praia^ he also,. who forbids thy use. 
Conceals not from us, naming thee the tree T^A 

Of knowledge, knowledge both of good and evil ; 
Forbids ns then to taste 1 but his forbidding 
i Commends thee more, while it infers the good 
' By thee communicated, and our want ; 
', For good unknown sure is not had : oi, h«d 7Si 

And yet unknown, la as not had at all. 
In plsjn then, ivhat forbids he but to know, 
Forbids us good, forbids u> to be wise ? 
Such prohtbilions bind not. But if death 
Bind us with aftei-liands, what pcolita then 7&J 

Our inward freedom ? In the day we eat • 

. OF this fair fruit, our doom is, we shall die ! 
How dies the Serpent ! he hath eat«n, livei, 
And knows, and speaks, and reasons, and discerns, 
Irrational till then. For ns alone 'tW 

Was death invented ? or to ns denied 
This intellectnal food, for beasts rescrred t 
For beasts it seems : yet that cue t«ast whkh first 
Hsth lasted envies not, but brings with j<^ 
The good be&Uen him, author uaau^ect, 119 

Friendly to man, far from dec^ or guile. 
What fear I tbsn ? rather, what know l« fbw ' ' 
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UndeT tU* ipumnca of good and ctU, 

Of God or death, of law or penalt; P 

Hers giowt tba car« of all, this flriit dirina, 776 

Fail to tlw eje, invHing to tha taate, 

Of nrtua to inaks wibb ; What hindera tliea 

To reach, and A&d at once both body and mind I 

80 aajing, hei nuh hsnd in aTil htor 
Forth teaching to the Iruit, ahs plock'd, abe eat ! 780 
Earth felt the wound ; and Katnre bom her aoat, 
Sighing throi^h all her worki, gave aigna of woe. 
That all waa tost. . Back to tha thicket ahilik 
The guilt; Serpent ; and weU Slight ; far Evo, 
Intent now wholly on ber tarte, nought elaa 785 

Regarded ; locb delight till then, as aeeni'd, 
In fruit she never taated, whether Itth 
Or fancied ao, through eipect&tion high 
Of knowledge ; nor ww Godhead from her thoii|^t. 
Greedily the iogorged witfaoat reatrsint, 790 

And knew not eating death ; Satiate at length. 
And hetghten'd as with wine, jocund and boon, 
Thna to heraelf she pleaaiogl? began : 

O eoT'reign, virtuoDa, preciona of all trsea 
In Pandlae ! of opeiation bleaa'd 796 

To aapience, hitherto obscured, iiAmed, 
And thy laii fruit let hong, as to no end 
Created ; but hencefortJi my eariy care, 
Hdt withont aong, each morning, and due [Miaa, 
Shall tend thee, and the hllSti burden ease 800 

Of thy full branchee otTer'd ftee to alj ; 
TiB, dieted by thee, I grow mature 
In knowledge, aa the Oode, who all thing! know : 
Though otheta envy what thej cannot give : 
For, had the gift been theirs, it had not bera 806 

Thus grown. Ezpeiisnce next, to thee I owe. 
Beat guide ; not ft^owing thse, I had maain'd 
!■ ignorance ; thou open'st wisdom'* way. 
And girest access, though secret sIm retiie. I 

An^ perhap* am teeret : Beavan is high, SIO 
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High, Bud remote to nee fiom tbeno* dutiiwt 
b^uh thing on Earth ; ssd other cue periups 
Ma J have diverted ^om continuBl vntch 
Oui great Folbidder, 8afa with alt bia spieB 
Abont him. Bnt to Adatn in what Bwt 
* Shall I a^ipoar ! hIulII I to bim moke Imown 
Ai yet mj chsDga, lud give hint to putoke 
Full hMpfmmn iiith roe, oi rathei not, 
But keep the odda of koowledge in mj power 
Withont c<q»rtner ? so to add what wonts 
In feiaala lez, ths more to draw hil love, 
And render me autre eqaal ; and perbapi, 
A thing not nndenrable, mmetime 
Superior ; for interioi, who a free ? 
Thia may be well : Bnt what if God lieve seen 
And death onene I Tbeti I ihail be no more '. 
And.Adun, wedded to another Eve, 
Shall live with her enjoying, I extinot ; 
A death to think 1 Confirm'd then I remlve, 
Adam shall Muire with me in bliH 
So dear 1 love him, that with him 
I could endure, without bim live no life. 

So saying, from the tree her step she toro'd ; 
But Erat low leveienca done, as to the Power 
That dwelt wiUiin, whose presence had iniiised 
Into the pliuit BDiential aap, derived 
From nectar, drink of Gods. Adam the while, 
Waiting deairooa bar return, had wove 
Of choicest flowers a garland, to adorn 
Her tresses, and her rural labours crown ; 
As reapers olt ue wont their barveat-qnean. 
Great joy he promised to his thoughts, and new 
Bolaee in ber return, so long delay'd i 
Tat oil his heart, divine of something ill, 
Misgave htm ; be the Altering meastve felt ; 
And forth to meat her wmt, the way liie took 
That mom when first they parted : by the tia« 
Of knowledge bf mnst pass ; there be her nM 
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Scarce from the tree rMuniing ; in her hutd 

A boug-h of fkirest fruit, that downy iuiiil«d, S60 

flaw gi.tber'd, uvd Bjnbroaial ameH diSbaed. 

To him the hasted ; in her fuce ezcTice 

Ceme pTologue and i^logy, too prompf ; 

Which, with bland word* Kt will, ihs thm addnMa'd : 

Hast thou not woodet'd, Adun, at mj atay f 866 
Thee I bare miaa'd, and thooght it long, d^riyvd 
Thy pieience ; agony of Iqtb (ill now 
Rot felt, nor ihall be twice ; fbr never mare 
Mean I to try, what lo^ untried I fODfht, 
The pain of absence from thy nght. But ftiaage 860 
Hath been the cause, and wimderfbl tit hear ; 
Thia tree ia not, at we ure told, a tree 
OfdangM toated, or to evil unknown 
Opening the way, but of divine ofi*eDt 
To open eyes, and MuJie them Ooda who taate ; 86G 
And hath been tMted auch : The aerpant wise. 
Or not reatrain'd ai we, or not obeying, 
Halh eaten of the fmil ; and is beeoiae, • 
Not dead, as WB are Uireatan'd, bnt thencafcHth 
Endued with human Toico and human atngBf 870 

Keasoning to admiration ; and with me 
PanniasiTely hath so pravail'd that I 
Have also tasted, and have also found 
The effects to correq>ond ; opeoer mios eyes, 
Dim eist, dilated spirits, omiJei heart, 8?S 

. And growing up to Godhead ; which for thaa 
Chiefly I aooght, without thee can deq)iBe. 
F>tr bliia, as thou hast part, to me is bliss ; 
Tedious, nndiarad with thee, kdA odions soon. 
ThoD therefore also taate, that equal lot ' &BD 

May join us, equal Joy, at equal love ; 
Lost, thou not tsaliog, different degree 
Disjoin ua, and I then too late renounce. 
Deity fbr thee, when Fate will not permit- 
Thus Eve, with countenance blithe her atoiy t«U ; 
But in har cheek distempsr flushing glow'd. 886 
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L On the other side Adun, Boon s> be heanl 

I Tbe &tal tiespRW done bj Eve, onaized, 
ABttmied stood and blank, while horror chill 
Rui throngh his veiiw, and all hia joints relex'd ; 89 

* From bis alack fasiid the gu-Und wreathed ibt Bra 
Down dropp'd, and all Ifae faded raaoi ihad ; 
Speechleaa he stood and pate, till thus at length 
Firit to lumself he inwud nlence broke : 

O &iiest of Cieation, bat utd beat B9 

Of all God's WMkf, CreatoTB in whom ezcell'd 
Whaterer c»n to aght or tbonght be fbrm'd. 
Holy, divine, good, •miable, or nreet ! 
How art tbOD loet ! bow on a aodden lost. 
Defaced, deflower'd, and now to deatfa derote ! 90 

' Ratbei, lion bast thoa jrielded to trMwgreaa 
The strict foihiddance, how to violate 
Tbe sacied fiiut fbrUdden ! Some cnraed frand 
Of eneniy bath beguiled thee, yet unknown, 
And mo with thee hath nim'd ; for with Iheo 90 

! ' Certain my reaohition is to die : 

Hon can I live without thae ! how forega 

' Tl^ iweet convene, and love w dearly join'd, 
To live again in these wild' woods forlorn '. 
Should God create another Eve, and I 91 

Another lib aAbrd, yet Ion of thee 
Wonld never from my heart : no, so I I (eel 

' The link of N&turo draw me : flesh of flesh, 
B(Uie of my bone thon art, and from thy state 
Mine never shall be parted, bliss or woe. 91 

So having said, as one from aad dismay 
Recomfotted, and after thoughts diatnib'd 
Submitting to what leem'd remediless, 
Tbaa in calm mood hia word* to Eve he tnm'd : 

Bold deed thon hast preanmed, adventnn>DaE*a,99 
And peril great provoked, who tbna hast dared, 
Had it been only coveting to eye 
That sacred fitiit, Mored to abetinenoe, 
Mnch more t» l««te it nnder b«n to totwiii 

Cost 
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But put who ««ii neti, at done undo P SSG 

Not Odd tiiimipotent, not Taie ; y«t ao 
Farhapi thou ibtlt not die, perfaftps Uie Stat 
la ant to heinouB now, fbtetaated fruit, 
Plf&ned Gnt bj the serpent, by him Snrt 
Hade common, uid nnbRlloVd, era onr tut« ; 931 
Nor yet on him found deadly ; yet beUveB; 
LireB, u tbou nidst, and gaine to live, u Han, . 
Higher degree of life ; inducement itrong 
To Ds, as likely tasting to attain 

ProporliDiuJ BBCent ; which cannot be 93E 

But to be Goda, or Angela demi-Goda. 
Nor can I think that God, Creator win, 
Tlibugh threatening, will in eamaat ao destroy 
[J* hi> prime craatnrea, dignified so high. 
Set oTBr all his worki ; which in our &n, M( 

Pot na created, needs with oa moat fail, 
Dependant maide ; oo God diall uncreats. 
Be fmatiwte, do, nndo, and hdionr loae ; 
Not well conceived of Qcd, who, though hia poww 
Creation coold repeat, yet woidd ba loath 94E 

Vt to aboliah, lut the Adremry 
Triumph, and say ; " Fickle their itatQ whom Ch)d 
Moat &TanrB ; who can pleaaa hiin long f He first 
He rnin'd, now Mankind ; whom will he next f" 
Matter of acorn, not to be givan Hm Foe. 961 

However I with thee have fiz'd my lot, 
Certain to undergo like doom ; If death 
OonaoTt with thee, death is to me aa life ; 
8o forcibly within my heart I feel 

The bond of Natnre draw me to my own ; OH 

My own in tliee, for what thon art ia mine ; 
Onr itate cannot be aever'd ; we are one, 
One fleah ; to kiaa thee vrere to loae myaelf. 
So Adam ; and tlni« Eve to him tapUed : 
O gtoriooa trial of exceeding love, 961 

nitutriana evidence, example high i 
Engaging me to emulate i but, diort 
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Of tbf peTTecUon, how shall I attain, 
Adam, from whose dear aide I bout me aprung, 
And gladly of oui union hen thee spemk, . 965 

One heut, one aoul in both ; whereof good proof 

. This da; aSbrdB, declaring thee resolved, 
Rather than death, Di aught than death more draod, 
Shall sepuata us, link'd in lova so dear, 
To undergo with me one guilt, one crime, . 970 

If any be, of tasting tlua fiii fruit ; 
Whow virtue (for. of good atill good proceeds, 
Diraet, oi bj occasion) hath presented 
This happy trial of Iby love, which else 
So eminently never had been known ? 97S 

Were it I thought death menaced would ensne 
Thia m; attempt, I would suaUin alone 

i Tbo worst, and not peisnadad th«e, rather die 

; Deserted, than td>lige thee with a fact 

' PernicioDS to thy peace ; chiefly ajmred 98D 

Remarkably so late of thy so true. 
So faithful, love unequai'd : but I feel 
FsT otherwiie tha event ; not death, but Ufa 

' Augmented, open'd eyes, new hopes, new joys, 

. Taate so divine that what of sweet before 985 

Hath touch'd my sense flat seemi to this, and hanh. 
On my ejperience, Adam, freely taste, 
And feai of death deliver to the winds. 
So saying, sbe embracnd him, and for joy 

I Tenderly wept ; much won, that he hla lova 990 

k Hod BO ennobled, as of choice to incur 
Divine diipleamre for her sake, or death. 
Id reeompenge (for such compliance bad 
Bach reeampeDse heat merita) froin the bough 
She gave him of that tkir enticing &nit 9S6 

With liberal hand : he scrupled not to eat, 
A2*inat his better knowledge ; not deceived. 
But fbndlj overcome with female charm. 
Earth tremUed &om her enttaila, aa again 
In pang! ; and Nature gave a wcond groan ; 1000 
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8k; lour'd ; uid, mutMiing thooder, Bome nd drapi 

Wept at completing of the mMtal'sm 

Origin*! : wUle Adam took no thought, 

Eating hii fill ; nor Eve lo iterste 

Hel fbliDBr trespass fear'd, the more to sooth lOOS 

Him mth her loved eocietj ; that naif, 

Aa with new wine intoiicEited both, 

They Bwim in mictb, end &iic; that they f«el 

Divinity witliin tham bleeding winga, 

Wherewith to >conl tlie eaith : But that &be ftwt 

Fat other opontion firat display'd, 1011 

Carnal dewre influning; he on Eve 

Began to cast lawuviona ejee ; she liim 

Aa wantonly repaid ; in lust they bnfn : 

Till Adam thus 'gan Eve to dalliance move : 1015 

Eve, now I aee thou art exact of taste 
And elegant, of sapience no small part ; 
Since to each meaning savour wo apply, 
And palate call jodieious ; I the. praiie 
Yield thee, so well this day thou haal purvey'd. IO90 
Much pleasuie we bavo lost, while w« abstaiu'd 
From thia delighttiil fruit, nor known till now 
True relish, tasting ; if such pleasure be 
In things to ii9 forbidden, it might be wiah'd 
For this one tree had been forbidden ten, lOSS 

Bat come, so well te&esh'd, now let us play, 
Aa meet is, after such delicious Ikre ; 
For never did thy beauty, cunca the day 
I saw thee first and wedded thee, adom'd 
With oil perfections, eo inflame my sense 1030 

With ardour to enjoy thee, liuiar now 
Than ever ; bounty of this virtuous tree ! 

So said he, and foriiore not glance or toy 
Of amoroUB intent ; well ondBrstood 
Of Eve, whose eye darted contagious fire. 1035 

Her hand be seized ; aud to a shady bank 
Thick overhead with verdant roof imbower'd. 
Ha led her notJiing loaUt : flowers were the couch. 
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' Fuuies, uul nolets, and asphodel, 
lAiid bjacinlh i Euth'a fiesluat sofleit lap. 1040 

There they their fill of lore Imd love'i dieport 
Took largel;, of theii mutual guilt the wel, 
The lolace of their un ; till dewy eleep 
Oppress'd them, weuil^ with theii amoroni plaj. 
Boon ae the farce of that &llacioui fruit, 1046 

That with exhilarating Tapotir bland 
About their qiirits had plsy'd, and iDiiioit power* 
Utde err, wu now Bibaled ; and groswr eleep, 
Bred of unkind!}' fumes, with conecioas dreams 
lucumber'd, now had left them.: up they rose 1060 
Aa fiom unrest ; and, each the other Tiewing, 
Soon ibuod their eyas how open'd, and their ininda 
Row darken'd ; innocence, that ns a veil 
Had ehadow'd them from knowing ill, waa gone : 
Just confidence, and native righteonmeM, JD55 

And iMHtonr, hora about them, naked left 
To fpiilty Shame ; ho corer'd, but his robe 
UncwTer'd more So roee the Danita itTOiig, 
Hercalean Samson, from the hailot lap 
Of Fhilistian Dalilab, and waked 1060 

Shorn of hiB strength. They destitute and bare 
Of all tbeir virtue : Silent, and in face 
Confounded, long they Bat, ss stricken mute i 
Till Adam, thiuigh not leas than Eve abash'd. 
At length gave utterance to these words constrained : 
. O Eva, in evil hour thon didat give ear 1068 

|Fo that false worm, of whomsoever taught 
To counterfeit Man's voice ; true in our fall. 
False in our promised rinng } unce our eyes 
Open'd we find indeed, and find we know 1010 

Both good and evil : good lost, and evil got ; 
Bad fruit of knowledge, if tbia be to know ; 
Wbich tesTOB ui naked thus, of faono<u void, 
Of innocence, of &ith, of purity. 
Our wanted ocnatnenti now soil'd and atain'd, lOn 
And in our laoci evident Ch« ngns 
19 
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or fbol (UULUfiuEnMC ; abeui* an] ■&>■• ; { 

Bnn dame, the hM of erils ; rf tbe fint { 

Be me Iben.— Hmr dull I belxrid tlw &ca 
HeneeforUi ^ God or An^I, ant with joy lOBI | 

Aad nptUTC •» (A beheld ? Tboaa fasBnnlj dnjaa I 
Will duiW DOW tliB eutUj with Hmu blan I 

iBPifleTablT 1>nght. O \ might 1 hero 
!■ Bc^lode liTe ^ngtt ; in BCRne gla^ I 

OboFiued, where hirbest wmdB, imptiDBtnble KEG 
To itu- or nmli^bt. spread tiieii nndnage broad 
And braim u eTeoinff : Corer me, ya Fiaea '. i 

Ta Cedars, with innamenble bonghs 
Bide me, where I may neret aae tixeu more ! — 
But let m DOW, as ia had pii'ht, deTiaa IO90 ' 

What beat naj for the present aerre to hide I 

Tbe paita of nach trnin other, that aoem tnoat 
To ahame ohivtTioDs, and nnBeemlieat aaen ; 
Some tree, whose broad smooth laavsfl ti^athar saw^ 
And iiirded on onr loins, may corer roond 1Q95 

Those middle parts ; that this neir comer, Shame, 
There sit not, and reproach as as tmclean. | 

So counsel'd he, and both together went I 

Into the tluckest wood ; there soon thay choae 
Tbe fig tree -, not that kind for fruit reitowil'd, 110) 
Bnt such as at this day, to Indians Imown, I 

In Malabar or Deean aprcadi her amu l 

Branching so broad and long, that in the gnnmd { 
The bended twiga take root, and danghtsia grow 
About the mother tree, a pillar'd shada lUS' 

High overarch'd, and echung walks between : I 

There oft the Indiio herdsmen, Bhimning; beat, 
Shelters in cool, and tends his paatnring berda { 

At looplioles cnt through thickaat shade : TboM ham 
They gather'd, broad aa Amaxonian targe; 111*! 

Asd, with what skill they had, together aew'd, I 

To gird tbeir wvit ; yain coTering, if to hido i 

Tbui guilt and dreaded afaime ! O, how unlike 
To that firal nakaa glny ! 8a«b of kto 
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Colombiu ibimd the America, -m girt I1I6 

With bathei'd cinctuie ; Dake4 else, mnd wild 
Anmng the trees on isles and woody shores. 
Thus fenced, and, u the; thought, theii shame in part 
Covei'd, but not at rest oi eue of mind, 
They Bst them down to iveep ; dot only tear* IISO 
Rain'd at their eyes, but high winds wona within 
Began to riae, high pEssians, anger, hate. 
Mistrust, suspicion, discoid ; and shook sore 
Their inward state of mind, calm region once 
And iiill of peace, now toss'd and tuibulent : 1I2& 
For Understanding ruled not, and the Will 
Heard not her lore ; boUi in mbjection now 
To sensual appetite, who tram beueath 
Usurping over sov'reign Reason claim'd 
Superior sway ; From thus distemper'd bread, 1130 
Adam, estranged in look and alter'd style, 
Speech intermitted thus to Eve renew'd : 

Would thou hodst hearken'd to my worda, and staid - 
With me, as I besought thee, when that atnuige 
Desire of wandering, this nnhappy mom, 1135 

I know not whence possess'd thee ; we had (hen 
Remain'd still happy ; not as now, despoil'd 
, Of all our good ; shaiued,. naked, miserable 1 
Let none henceforth seek oeedleH caoae to apprera 
The faith they owe ; when eunestly they seek 1140 
Such proof, conclude, they then t»egin to fkiL [Eve : 
To whom, soon movsd with touch of blame, thus 
What words have paia'd thy lips, Adam, seTere ! 
Imputesl thou that to my default, or will 
Of wandering asthou call'st it, which whoknows 1145 
But fiiigbt as ill have happen'd thou being by, 
. Or to-thyaalf perhaps I Hodst thou bean there, 
Or here the attempt, tbou couldst not hare diacem'd 
Fraud in the Serpent, speaking as he spake ; 
No ground of enmity between ua known, 1 ISO 

Why he should mean me ill, or seek to harm. 
Waa I to bare never parted from thy nde I 
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A* good hi.T(i grown there itill ■ lifblew lib. 
Being w I un, wbj didit not thoa, the httid, 
Commuid me ibsolutelf not to go, USS 

Going into tocb duiger, *« thou Hudst ? 
Too f&cile then, thoa didst not mach gtixmj ; 
Nay, didst permit, approTe, and fur diunin. 
Uadat thoa been firm and fix'd in thy di—Mit, 
Neither had I tran^eu'd, nor thoa wilta ma. 116> 

To whom, then first incensed, Adam replied -. 
Is thifl the love, is thia the recompense . 
Of mioe to thee, ingralefol Ere ! eipresa'd 
Immutable, when thou wert lost, not I ; 
Who might have lived, and joy'd immartsl bliai, llffi 
Tet willingly choae rather death with thee ! 
And am 1 now upbraided, as the caoie 
Of thy tranagraiiDiig ! Npt enongb severe. 
It seems, in thy reetiaint ; What could I more I 
I narn'd thee, I admonish'd thee, foretold 117V 

Ttw diuiger, ami the larking enemy 
■ Tliat lay in wait ; beyond thia had been force ; 
', And force upon free wiU bath here no place. 
But coofidBDce than bore thee on ; wonre 
Eitiier to meet no danger, or to find II7K 

Matter of gloriouj trial ; aod perhaps 
1 alao err'd, in overmuch «■*■"' ""g 
What seem'd in thee so perfaot, Uiat I thonght 
No evil dust attempt thee ; but I roe 
The error now, which is becoma my nrime, 1180 

And thoa the aceuaei. Thna it ihall beU 
Him, who, to worth in women overtrosting, 
Lebt bi*r wiU role : reatraint ahe will not broiA; 
And, left to heraelf, if evil tjience eeme. 
She first bis weak indulgence will accnsB. I18G 

Thoa they in mutuitl accuaatton spent 
The fruitless hours, but neither aelf-condemning ; 
And of their Tain contest appeai'd no end. 
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he galea of Hell, by wi>iidTDiu ijmjiath]r »4Unff tiiB bvcchi (^ 



to thit warld 10 apd iro^ they piiTa » brood huhwuy vr brid^ 

prepuin^lur BBtlh"tbej m^l'Mni, proud of hi> "ueua.'ietD^ 
iDgU ffell; their mutwl gntulalion. Butaii nrrini nt Pud* 
moniuni. in full usemblj reiniei niib boastiDi hit aiiRMa 
■f ainsl Mu ; initud of kpplHsse i< sntorUiDBd whh i (ueiij 

Into iHpcnlt, SHOidini lo hli daam given In Pi.T9diH; tben.ds- 
loded with ■ ehDH of the forbidden tree ■priniln- op befbrs 
then,, they, groodily Teaching lo inke of ths fiuil, «hew 3osl «nd 
bLlleruhoi. The prueeedlngH of Sin and Deith; God foretell 

rollSiMaiiorii iq iKc''i^1en't'Blid"8k!di«nl., Idnfc^mnw'l'ild 
moro porceiviiu hla fBiltn eoodiuon. h4>*df; beveiLa. tejecti the 
condcUnjBot ofET*; Bho pcraiitSt °i^ nt leoglli ippeaHi him: 
Iheo. to evnde the oerafl liVaiT to ft.ll on their otfuprjo^, prnrHiK* 
to Adam violent wBjflf wbieti ho KMijovee not; but, Donceiving 



Meanwuili the heinoiiB a.nd despiteful act 
Of Satnn, done in FaradiBe ; and how . 
He, in the Soipent, had perverted Eve, 
Hec busband she, to taste the fatal fiiiit, 
Was known in Heaven ; foi what can icapa tba 
Of God all-seeing, or deceive h:« heart 
Qmniacient f who, in a II thing* wiae inc jnat 
10 ■ 
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Hindsr'd Dot Habu to attempt the mmd 
Of Man, with atiangth entice and free will arm'd, 
Cnnplete to have discover'd ahd repulsed ID 

Whaterer wilm of fbe or atetning fHand. 
For (till they kneir, and ought to have Btill niinember'd. 
The high iDJanotion, not to taste that &iiit, 
Whoevsr tempted ; which the; not obejing, 
incun'd (what could the; lean ?) the penalty ; IS 

And, manifold in ain, dMerved to fkll. 
Vp into Heaven fhnn Paradiae in haate 
The Angvlic gtiaida aacended, mate and sad, 
For Man ; for of hia at&te b; this thej knew, 
Haeh wondering liow the snbtle Fiend had sloten SO 
Entrance unseen. Soon u the nnwelcome news 
From Earth urired al HeaTcn-gata, displeased 
All were who heaid ; cGm Sadneaa did not spais 
That time celertJal visa{[«i, yet, ntix'd 
With pity, violated not their bliss. SS 

About the new-airiTed, in maltitudes 
1^ ethereal people ran, to hear and know 
How all befel : They towards the throne m 
■ AceoimlaMa, made haste, to make appear, 
With righteous plea, their ntmoot Tigilance, 30 

And eanl; approved : when the Most High 
Eternal Father, fhim Mb secret cloud, 
Amidst in thunder ntter'd tboa hia Wee ; 

Atsenibled Angela, and ye Power* retum'd 
From unsuccesaful charge, be not diamay'd, 3S 

Nor tnmbled at these tidings &om the ea^, 
Which your nncerast care could not prevent ; 
Foretold so lately what would come to pass, 
When Erst this Tempter ercMs'd the gnlffirom Hell. 
I told ye then he should prerail, and speed M 

On his bai^ errand ; Man should be feduced. 
And flotter'd oiit ef all, believing Ilea 
Against his Hakm ; no decree of toina 
Concurring to neeeasitate his fall. 
Or touch with lighlMt moment of impuba 41 
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His free will, to her own incliiuiig left 
In BTea sCBle. Bot ikUen he ii ; u>d ilow 
Wbtt testB, bnt thu the marUl ■entenoe pus 
On his trui^raiBioa, death denmmced that da; ■" 
Whicli he premmss aJreul; vkio and void, 60 

Because not yet inflicted, as he fear'd, 
By some immediste stroke ; but soon shall fisd 
FoibeiTtulce no scquittuice, are daj end. 
Justice shall not ratum m bonulj soom'd. 
Bnt whom send I to jodgo them ! whom bnt tb«e, 5S 
Vicegerent Son P To thee I have tr&usferr'd 
All judgment, nhethei in HeaTen, or Earth, ot HeU. 
Ras7 it maj be seen that 1 intend 
Mercy colleague with Justice, sending thee, 
Mbq'i frietid, hii Mediator, his dcsign'd' 60 

Both ransom and Redeemer volontuy, 
And destined Man himself to judge Man fallen- 
Bo Bpake the Father ; and, unfolding bright 
Toward the right hand his glory, aa the Bon 
Blazed forth unclouded Deity : He foU 66 

' Resplendent all his Father mani&st 

Eipress'd, and thus divinely aoswer'd mild : 

Father Eternal, thine is to decree ; 
Mine, both in Heaven and Earth, to do tbj will 
Snprsme ; that thon in me, thy Son beloved, 70 

Mayst ever reat well pleoaad. I go to judge 
On earth these thy tionsgrenors ; bnt Ihoa know'U, 
Whoever judged, the worst on me must light, 
When time ahall be ; for so T undertook 
Befbre thee ; and, not npenting, this obtain 75 

Of right, that I may mitigate theit doom 
On me derived ; yet I shall temper to 
Justice with mercy u may iUustrate most 
Them Mly satiified, and thee af^aae. 
Attendance none ehsli need, nor train, where none 80 
Are to behold (he judgment, but the judged, 
; the third best ahiei 
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Convict by flight, and rebel to tSl lav : 
Conviction to Ihe anp«nt none belongs. - 

Tbiu saying, from hie radiant leat he rose K 

Of bigh collateral glory ; Him Thrones, and Pomts, . 
Princedoms, and Dominaliana ministrant. 
Accompanied to Hesven-gnte ; &om whence 
£den and all the casEt in prospect lay. 
Down he deacendod striiight ; the speed of Goda 90 
Time coODtB not, though with awiJUst raioutas wing'^- 
Now WHS the aun in woatern cadence low 
From noon, and gentle aira, due at their honr, I 

To fan the earth now waked, and usher in 
The avening cool ; when he, from wrath more caol,S£' 
Came the mild judge, and Intercessor both. 
To eentonce iMan : The voice of God they heard I 

Now walking m the garden, by soft winde 
Brought to their ears, while day declined ; they beud, 
And from his preBence hid themselvea among ™ 

The thickest trees, bath man and wife ; till God, 
ApproBcliing, thus to Adam call'd aloud : ' 

Where art thou, Adajn wont with joy to meet j 

My coming seen far oSi I miss thee here, 1 

Not pleased, thus entertain 'd with Bolilude, !« ' 

Where obvioUB duty ere while appear'd unaoDgbt: 
Or come I less conspicuous, or what change 
Absents thee, or what chance detains ? — Corae fbrth! , 

He came i and ivitbhimEve, moieloath,thoaglifint 
To offend ; discountenanced both, and disoompoaad ; 
Love was not in their looks, either to God, '" I 

Or to each other ; but apparent goiJt, ' 

And shame, and perturbation, and du^Hur, i 

Aoger, and obatinacy, and hate, and giiile. i 

Whence Adam, faltering long, thus answei'd blisf i 

I hoard thee in the garden, and of thy voice "' { 
Afraid, being naked, hid myself. To whom j 

The gracious Judge without teviJe replied : I 

My voice thou oft hast beard, and hwt not ftWi j 
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Bat still rejoieod ; how is it Do<r become 120 

' So draadflil to thee ! That thou *rt nskad, who 
Hath ttdd thes ? Hut than eateiLoT the ttee 
Whereof I gave thee ebsrge thou ahouldst not eat ? 

To whom thai Adun sore berat replied : 
O Heaveu 1 in enl (trait thui da; T stand 135 

Befbre id7 Judge ; either to undergo 
Myself the total criiDe, oi to accuse 
A^ other selfi Uie partner of mj liie ; 
Whose &iliiig, while her faith to me remuna, 
X should conceal, and not eipoiie to blame 130 

By taj complunt : but strict neeesaity 
Subdoei Die, and calamitons constraint ; 
I^at on n^ head both sin and punishmeot 

' However insnpportable, be til 
DoTolred ; Ibongfa dionld I hold m; peace, yet thou 
Wwlldrt eatfy detect what I conceal.— 136 

Thia Woman, whom thon madest to be my help, 
A^ faveat me as thy perftot gin, so good, 
Bo fit, so acceptable, so divine, 
That &om her hand I could suqiect no ill, 140 

- And what she did, whatever in itself. 
Her doing Mem'd to jaatiJy the deed ; 
^Ife gave me of the tree, and I did eat. 

To whpm the Sov'reign Presence thus replied : 
Wu ahe thj God, lh«t her thou didst obey 145 

Before Ui voice ! oi was she made thy guide, 
SnpeiiWi Of bnt eqnal, that to her 
Thon did*t (eaign thy manhood, and the place 
Wherein C^9d set thee above her made of thee. 
And for thee, whose perfection far exceli'd 160 

Hers in all real dignity P Adom'd 
She was indeed, and lovely, to attract 
Ti^y lore, not thy nibjectian ; and her gifts 
Were such, as undnr government well seem'd ; 
Unseemly to bear rule ; which waa thy part 155 

And person, hadst thou knovm thyself aright 
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So haTiiif aaXd, he thus to Eve in few : 
8aj, Womui, what is this which thon hast done ? 

To whom (od Ets, with >haine nigh OTerwhelm'd, 

Confessing soon, yot not before her Judge 160 

Bold or loqufCiouB, thua ibuh'd replied : 
The Serpent ma beguiled, and I did est. 

Whiih when the Lord God heard, wltilODt deU; 
Tojudgmeot be proceeded on Che accaaed 
Serpent, though brute ; unable to tranifbr 165 

The guilt on him who made lum .instrument 
Of mischief, and polluted from the end 
Of Mb creation ; justly then tccoraed, 
Aa ritiSitBd in nature : Mora to know 
Concem'd not man (dnce he no further knew,) 170 
Nor alter'd his offence ; jet God at last 
To Satan first in sin his doom spplied, 
Though in myetOriouB terms, jodged as tbea beat : 
And on the Serpent thua hia curse let fall : 

Becauae thou hast done this thon art acciined 175 
Above all cattle, each beast of the field ; 
Upon thy belly grovelling thon shalt go, 
And dust sbalt eat all the days of thj life. 
Between thee and the woman I will put 
Enmity, and between thine and beT seed ; 180 

Hei seed shall bruise thy head, thou bruise hii heel. 

So spake this oracle, then veriHed 
When Jesus, Son of Mary, second Etg, 
Saw Satan fall like lightning down from Heaven, 
Prince of the air, then, rising from his grave, 185 

Spoil'd Principalities and Powers, ttiumph'd 
In open show ; and, with ascension bright, 
Captivity led captive through the air, 
The realm itself of Satan, long usurp'd ; 
Whom he shall tread at laat under our feat ; 190 

Even he, who now foretold his fatal aruiso ; 
And to the woman thus his sentence tum'd ' 

Thy sorrow I will greatly multiply 
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By thy conception ; childten thon sh&ll bring 
In sonow fbrlh ; and to thy husbaad's will 195 

Thine Biwll submit ; he over tbee shall mle. 

On Adun laist Uiiia judgment he pronounced : 
Becanee thou hast hearken'd to the voice of thj wife, 
And eaten of the tree, concerning which 
I charged thBa, Baying, Thou Bhalt not aat thereof: 200 
Cursed is the groond lor tby sake ; thou in aonow 
Shalt eat thereof, all the days of tby life ; 
Thorns also and thistlos it shall bring tbee Forth 
CJnbid ; and thou abalt eat the borb of the field ; 
In the sweat of tby face shall thou eat bread, 205 

Till thou return unto the ground; for thou 
Out of the ground wast taken, know thy birth. 
For dust thou art, and shalt to duet reluin. 

So judged he Mao, both Judge and Saviour sent ; 
AJtd the instant stroke of death, denounced that day, 
Removed far off ; then, pitying how they stood S11 
Before him naked to the air, that now 
Must suffer change, disdain'd not to begin 
ThenceforUi lbs form of servant to assume ; 
As when he wash'd liis servants' feet ; so now S15 
As lather of hJs family, he clad 
Their nakedness with skins of beastSj or slain, 
Or as the snake with youthful coat reptud ; 
And thought not much to clothe his enemies ; 
Nor be their outward only with the skins 220 

Of beasts, but inward nakedness much more 
Opprobrious, with his robe of righteousness 
Arraying, cover'd from hia Falhei'a sight. 
To him with swift ascent he up roturn'd, 
Into Mb blissful bosom leassumed 235 

In gtoiy, BS of old ; to him appeased 
All, though alt-knowing, what had pass'd with Man 
Rocounted, mjxing inCerceeeion sweet. 

Meanwhile, ere thus was sinn'd and judged on Earth, 

Within the gates of Holl sat Sin and Death, 230 

t within the gatei, that now 
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Stood open wide, belching oiitrkgeoi» flame 
Par into Chaos, since Ihe Fiend pue'd tbiongh, 
Sin opening ; who thui now to Detth beg»n ; 

O Son, nh; sit we here e&cli other riewin)^ S 

lHj, while Sittui, our giont author, thrives 
In other worlds, und liappier seat providea 
For ue, hie offspriiig dear I It cannot ba 
But that success attenda >iiin ; if mishap, 
Ere thia he bad retnm'd, with fiiry driven 2 

By his avengen ; since no place like this 
Can fit bie pnniahnienl, or their levenge- 
Hethin^ I feel new atreogth wtlhin me riae, 
Winga growinf , and daminien given me large 
Bejond thia deep ; whatever draws rae on, a 

Or ajmpatkjT, or some connatural force, 
Powerful at greatest distance to unite, 
With secret amity things of like kind. 
By aecretest conveyance. Thou, my shade 
Inseparable, must with me along ; ^ 

For Death tiom Sin no power can separate. 
But, lest the difficulty of passing baclc 
SUy bis return perhapa OTor this gulf 
Impassable, impervious ; let us try 
Adventurous work, yet to thy power and mine 2! 
Not unagreeablo, to found a path 
Over this main from Hell U> that new world, 
Wbere Satan now piovoila : a momunent 
Of merit high to all the inlemal hoet, 
basing their passage bonce, for intercourse, St 

Or transmigration, as tbeir lot shall lead. 
Nor can 1 mies the way, bo strongly drawn 
By this new-felt attraction and inslinet 

Whom tlius the meagre shadow answer'd won : 
Oo, whither Fate and inclination strong 96 

Leads thee ; I shall not lag behind, noi err 
The way, thou leading ; such a icent I draw 
Of carnage, prey innumerable, and taste 
The saTour of death from all thii^ there that Bt* 
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Nor aball J to the woik thou enterpriwBt 370 

Sfl Wiuiting, but afTord thee cqoaJ lud. 

So Bsjin^, tPitb delight ha snu^d the amell 
Of mortal change OD eaith. Aa when a. flock 
Of ravesoua fowl, though man; a league remote, 
Against the day of b&ttje, to a field, ST5 

Where armiee lie encmnp'd, come fljing, lured 
^Vith Kent of living carcaaaos deiign'd 
For deatli, the fi^oning da;, in bloody light : 
So scented the grini Feature, and uptum'd 
Hie ooatril wide into the muclij' air; 280 

SagaciouB of hie quarty from bo far. 

; Tbem both ftom out Hell gates, into the WMte 
Wide anarchy of Chaos, damp and dark. 
Flew diverse ; and with power (their power was great) 
Hovering npoQ the waters, what the; met 385 

Solid or slimy, as in raging sea 

" To«s'd up and down, togetlier crowded drove, 
From each side ehoaling towards the moutli of Hell : 
Ab when two polar winds, blowing sdveree 

, Up<»i the Crootsn sea, together drive 290 

Huuntains of ice, that stop the imagined wa; 
Beyond Petaora enatward, to the rich 
Csthaian coast. The aggregated soil 
Death with his mace petrific, cold and dry, 
As with a trident, smote ; and fix'd as firm S95 

Aa Doloa, floating once ; the rest his look 
Boood with Gorgonian rigour not to move ; 
And with Aaphallic slime, broad aa the gate, 
Deep to the root! of Hell the gather'd beach 
They fasten'd, and the mole immense wrought on 300 
Over the foaming deep high-arch'd, a bridge 
Of longtH prodigious, joining to the wall 
Immovable of this now ibnceleas world, 
Forfeit to Death ; from hence a passage broad) 
Bmooth, eBsy,.ino3'enBive, down to Hell. 306 

So, if great things to small maj be compered, 
Xerxei, the liberty of Greece to yoke, 
90 
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nom Sum, hU HemnouiBii palace high, 
Cum to the aea ; and, over Hellespciit 
Bridf iii£ his vaj, Eonqte with Asia join'd, 31 

Asdaoourgod withmanj a stroke the indignant wan 
Now had they broogbt the work bj w«nd):o<u art 
FimtiSoal, a ridge of pendent rock, 
Om the vex'd abyn, following the tr^fc 
Of SaUn to the HUMme place where he 31 

Fliit lighted beat hie wing, aiid landed aafb 
Frqm out of Chaoe to the outmde baie 
Of thi> round world : with pini of adumant 
And chaiiu they loiide all fiut, too fast thej made 
And danbte I and now in Uttle Ef>ace 3i 

The confines met of empjc^ao HeaTon, 
And of this World ; «nd, on the left band, HeE 
With long reaoh intetpoied ; three MTerel wi-js 
' In light, to each of these three pUces led. 
And now their way to Earth they had dewried, S 
^o Paradise Ant tending ; wiien, behold ! 
Satan, in likeness of an Angel bright, 
Betwixt the Centaur and the Scorpion atoering 
Hie lenith, whSe the son iu Ariee rose i 
Disguised he came ; but those his children dear 3 
Their parent soon discem'd, though in di^nlM. 
He after Eve sedoced, unminded dunk 
Into the wood fast by ; and, changing ebapa, 
To obserre the sequel, saw his gnilefy set 

By Ere, though all anweettng, ■eoonded % 

Upon her husband ; saw their shame that MV^t 
Vain corettnres ; bat when he saw daseend 
The Son of Ood to judge them, terrified 
He fled ; not hoping to esci^, but shun 
The present ; fearing, guilty, what his wraUl 9 
Might suddenly iaSct ; that pass'd, retnm'd 
By night, end Uatemng where the hqilew pair 
Sat in their wd diiconrse, end various plslnt, 
Tbonoe gathsr'd his own doom ; whiob m 
Not instant, but «f future time, with joy 
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And tidiDgi fraught, to Hell he now retim'd ; 
And It tha brink of Cbaos, neu the foot 
Of Uiis new wondroni pontiGce, nnboped 
Met, who to meet him came, his otfwpriag dear. 
' Great joy was at their meeting, and at aight SSP 

Of thftt atnpendoua bridge hia joj increaaed> 
Long be admiring atood, Ull Sin, hU 6ai 
Enchanting daagbter, thua the uleoee broke : 

O Parent, them are thy magnific deeda. 
Thy tropbiea '. which thou naw'at bb not tfaiae omi ; 
Tiuxi art theii author, and prima arehiteet : 366 

Fot I no aooner in my heart diyined, . 
My heart, which by a secret harmony 
Still moTBa witb thine, join'd in coDoaiion nreet, 
That thoa on earth hadat pioq»eT'd, nhioh thy kwka 
, . Now alao endeDce, but straight 1 felt, 360 

i Though diitant from thee worlda between, yet fett. 
That I mnat after thee, with thia thy son } 
Such &tal oonwquence unites ua three I 
Bell could no longer hold ua in oui bounds, 360 

I Nor thia nnsoyageahle gulf obaeure 
I Detain from following thy ilhiatrious track. 
I. Than hast acbiered our Lberty, confined 
' Within Hell-gates till now ; thou us impower'd 
\' To fortify thua tar, and ovotUj, 370 

With thia portentoua bridge, the dark abyss, 
, Thine now is all this world ; thy Tirtoe hath won 
What thy hands builded not ; thy wisdom gain'd 
' With odda what war hath lost, and fully aTenged 
i Our foil in HeaTen ; here thou ahalt monarch reign, 
p There didat not ; there let biio still Tictor sway, 37S 

Aa battle hath Adjudged ; from this new world 
' Retiring, by his own doom alienated ; 
And henceforth monarchy with thee divide 
Of all things, parted by the empjre^ bounds, 380 
Bis quadrature, from thy aibicular world ; 
Or try thee now zaon dar^erons to his throne. 



Gooslc 



S3St PARAUISIi: LOST. b. i. 

VFboin that the Prince of dukness aiuweT'd gUd: I 
l''iir Daughter, uid tbon Sod ud Qiuidcliild both ; ' 
Hi);h proof ye now have given lo be tho imce . 38B 
Of Satan (for 1 gioTj in the i»mej 
AutagoiuBt of Ileavan's Almifbtj King,) 
Amply h&ve merited of me, of all 
The infam&l empire, thst bo neu Haafea'a dooi 
TriumphaJ with triumphal act have met, 300 

Mine, with this glorious work ; uid made ime realm, 
Hell sod thii world, one realm, one cootineot 
Of easj thoroughlare. Theralbre, wbiie I 
. Descend through darkneee, on four roiul nith eaaa, 
To my auociato Fowen, them to acquaint 395 

With tiieaa mccenas, and with them rejoice ; 
You too thia way, among these uamaroua orba. 
All yours, right down to Fftradiiw deaoend ; 
There dwell, and reign in bliia ; thence on thB_a*rUi 
Dominion eierciae and jn the ur, 40D 

Chiefly on Man, aole lord of all declarad ; 
Him £nt make auie your thrall, and lutly kiH. 
Hj aabstitutea I aend je, and create 
Tlenipotent on earth, of matchlen might 
luuing from me ; on joui joint vigour now 4X& 

My hold of thia new kingdom all depanda, 
Through Sin to DeaCheipoaed by my eqiloit. 
If jonr joint power prevail, the aBalra of Bail 
No detriment need fear ; go, and be strong ! 

So saying he dismiaa'd them ; Uiey with speed 410 
Their course through thickest cooalellationa held. 
Spreading their bans ; the blasted stars look'd waa. 
And planeta, planet-struck, real eclipse 
Then Bufi'er'd. The other way Satan went down 
The causey to Hell gate : On either auls 41S 

Disparted Cbaoa overbuilt eiclaim'd, 
And with rebounding snrge the ban assail'd, 
That Bcom'd his indignation : throi4rb the gate, 
Wide open and unguarded, Satan paaa'd, 
And all about found desolate ; for those, 431 
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ApptnnUd to rit there, hsd left their chuge, 
Flown to the apper world -, the rest wars ill 
Fai to the inbnd retired, about the. Willi 
Of Fandemonioni ; city ind prond Beat 

\ or Lucifer, bo by lUuaioii coU'd 495 

Of that bright ktu to Saten puagon'd ; 
Thers kept their wntch the legioiu, while the Qfuid 
In oonncil sat, aolicitoiu what chance 

I Might intercept their emperor sent ; n he 

Deputing gave commuid, and they obaarred. 430 
Aa when the Tartar licun faia RoHiao foe, 
By Aitracan, over the (mowy plaioB, 

' Ratirea ; (» Baotrian Sophi, from the home 
Of Tnrkiah ereacent, leaves aU wute beyond 
The realm of Aladnle, in hia retreat 435 

To Tanris er Caabeen : So theae, the lato 
HeaveD-baniBb'tl boat, left dea^ ntmort Hell 
flany a dark league, reduced in careful watch 

I floDnd their metropolia ; and now expecting 

JIaoh boar their great adventorer, from the search 440 

I Of foreign warlda : He through the midat nmnaA'd 
Ja ahow plebeian Angel militant 

H Of loweat Older pasa'd ; and from the door 

I Of that Platonian hall, inviaible 

Aecended hia high throne ; which, under atato 446 

, Of ricbeat texture ipread, at the npper end 
Waa placed in regal lustre. Down awhile 
He aat, and round abont him aaw onBoen ; 
At laat, aa from a clond, his fulgent head 
And shape atar-brigbt appeai'd, or brighter ; clad 4G0 

i With what pemuBaiTe glory aince bio &n 

I Waa lefl faim, or false glitter : All a.nazed 
At that 10 audden blaze the Stygian throng 
Bent their aep^t, and whom they wiab'd beheld. 
Their mighty l^hiet' retum'd : loud waa the aodaim : 
Forth mah'd in haale the great ooniulting peer*, 460 
RaiMa from thair dark Divan, and with like joy 
30' 
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Congntulant approuih'd him ; vbo with hand 
Bilence, and with theee words attention, won. 

Thrones, Dominationa, pTiiicedonu,VittaeB,PcFW«n; 
For in poHeBaion such, not onlj of right, 461 

■I cull je, and declare je now ; retnm'd 
BncceBBfiil beyond hope, to lead ye forth 
Triomphant out of thii infernal pit 
Abominable, aocnreed, the house of woe, 465 

And dungeon of oar tyrant : How possess, 
As Lords, a spacious world, to onr native Hearen 
Ijttle inferior, bj my adveriture hard 
With peril great achieved. Long were to tell 
WhB.t I hare done, what aafTer'd ; with what pain 470 
Voyaged the' unreal, vast, unbounded deep 
Of horrible eonfuaion ; over which 
By Sin and Death a broad way now is paved, 
To expedite your glorious match ; but I 
Toit'd out my uncouth passage, forced to ride 47& 

The untractable abyss, plunged in the womb 
Of' unoriginal Night and Chaos wild ; 
That, jeajoua of their secrets, fiercely opposed 
My joarney strange, with clamorous nproai 
Protesting Fate snpreme ; thenee how I found 480 
The new crcuteJ world, which fame in Heavea | 

Long had foretold, a fabric wonderful 
Of absolute perfection ! therein Mbh 
Placed in a Paradise, by our exile 
Made happy ; Him by fraud I have seduced 4GC 

From his Creator ; and, the more to increase 
Your wonder, with an apple ; he, thereat 
Offended, worth your laughter \ hath given up i 

Both bis beloced Man, and all his world, ' 

To Sin and Ueath a prey, and so to ui, 490 

Without OUT hazard, labour, or alaim. 
To range in, and to dwell, and over Man 
To rule, as over all he should have ruled. 
True is, me also he baOi judged, or tithar 
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Me not, but the brate secpent in whose shape 
Man I deoeirad : that which to me belongs, 
la enniitj which he will put between 
Me and mankind ; I ain to bruise his heel ; 
His seed (when in not set) shall brtiiBe my head; 
A world who would not pUFch&sB with a bruise, 
Or much more grievous pain ? — ^Yb hn.Ya the accou 
Of jny performance : What rDmnins, ya Gods, 
But up, and enter now into full bliss f 

So having said, awhile he stood, eipectin|[ 
' Their uiUTeranl shout and liigh applause 
To fill bis ear ; wheu, contrary, he hears 
On idl sides, from innumerable Uiagaea, 
A dismal universal hiss, the sound 
On public scorn ;'he wondei'd, but not long 
Had leisure, wondering at himself now more , 
llts visage drawn he felt to sharp and spare ; 
His arms clung to his ribs ; his legs entwining 
Each other, till aupplanted down ho fell 
A raonstroQS serpent on liis belly prone, 
Reluctant, but in vain ; a greater power 
Now ruled him, punish'd in the shapg he slnn'd. 
According to his doom : he woulil have spoiie. 
But hiss for hiss retum'd with forked tongue 
To forked tongue ; ftr now ware all transform'd 
Alike, to serpents all, aa accessories 
To bis bold riot : Dreadful was the din 
Of hissing tlirongh the hall, thick swarming now 
With complicated monsters head and tail, 
Scorpion, and Asp,' and Amphlsbnna dlia. 
Cerastes, horn'd, Hydms, and Elopa drear, 
And Dipsas (not so thick swarm'd once the toil 
Bedropp'd with blood of Gorgon, or the isle 
Ophiusa ;) but still greatest he the midst. 
Now Dragon grown, larger than whom the siin 
EngenJer'd in the Pythian vale or slime, 
Huge Pytbon, and his powei no lees he Mini'd 
Above t-he rest atili (o retain ; they all 
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Him follow'd, luuing forth to the open Said, 

Whsie »]I jet lafl of thit revolted rant, 

H«&Ten-frdlea, in nation rtood or joit uraj oSS 

Sublime with eipecbOion when to wa 

In triumph iwuing forth their glorious Chis: 

Tbay mw, but other si^bt instead 1 & crowd 

Of ugly porpenti ; liorror on them fell, 

And horrid ajoipBthy ; for, what the; nw, 549 

They felt themselveB, now changing ; down their mZtOM, 

Down fell both apear and shield ; down they m fiMt; 

And the dire hiss reDgw'd, and the dire farm 

Catch'd by contagion ; like in puniahment, 

Ab in tbeir crime. Thus waa the applause thsy meaat 

Tnm'd to eiploding hiss, triumph to Hfaama &lfi 

Coat on thenwelres from their own inoutha. There (taoi 

A groTe hud by, ipmnj; up with this their change, 

Hia will who reigns above, to aggravate 

Their penance, laden with fair &iut, like that 66tt 

Which grew in Paradise, the bait of Eve 

Used by the Templsi : on that prospect strange 

Their earnest eyes they fix'd, imagining 

For one fbrUdden tree a multituda 

How risen, to work them fiirther woe or ahama ; 55B 

Tet, parcb'd with scUding thirst end hunger fierce, 

Thongh to delude them sent, could not abstain ; 

But on the; roU'd in heaps, and, up the trees 

Climbing, sat thicker than the snaky locks 

That carl'd MegKra ; greedUy they pluck'd ECO 

The fruitage fair to sight, like that which gMw 

Heat that bttuminoua lake where Sodom flamed ; 

This, more delusive, not the touch, but taste 

Deceived ; they, fondly thinking to allay 

Their appetite with gnat, instead of fruit 66B 

Chew'd bitter ashes, which the offended tost* 

With spattering noise rejected ; oft (hey ewny'd, 

Hunger and thirst constraining ; dmgg'd at att, 

With hatefhlest disrelish writhed their jaws, 

With aoot and cinders £U'd ; so oft they fell 670 
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Into the wune illuuon, not as Man [plogned 

Whom thej IrUunpb'd once lapsed. Tims vera the; 
And worn wilh funiiie, long and ceaseleas hjaa. 
Till theii loBt shape, permitled, they reiumed ; 
Yearly enjoin'd, some say, to undergo 675 

Thia annual humbling certain nnmber'd daja, 
To daah their pride and joj, fbr Man aeduoed. 
HoweTBr, soma tradition tbej disperied 
Among the Heathen of their purchase got, 
And fabled how the Serpent, whom the; call'd 590 
Ophion, trith Euiynomn, the wide 
£ncioaching Eve perhaps, had firat the rale 
Of high Otympna ; thence by Satmn driven 
And Orps, ere yet Dictiean Jove wa« bom. 
Meanwhile in Paradise the belliBb pair 685 

Too Boon arrived ; Sin, (here in power before, 
Once actnal ; now in body, and to dwell 
Habitual babitaat; behind her Death, 
Cloee following pace lor pace, not mounted yet 
On his pale hocie ; to wham Sin thai began : 690 

Second of Satan aprong, all conquering Death 1 
What thinkat thon of our empii-e now, thongh eam'd 
With travel difficult, not better tar 
Than atUl at Hell's dark IfareAold to have *et watch, 
Unnamed, nndieaded, and thyself half staived P G&6 

Whom thus the Sin-born monater aniwer'd kmhi: 
To me, who with eternal famine pine. 
Alike ia Hell, or Paradiae, oi Heaven ; 
There best, where moat with tavine I may meat ; 
Which there, thongb plentoona, all too little seems GOO 
To stuff this maw, this vast unhi<]»-bound corpse. 

To whom the iocestmiua mother thus replied : 
Thoa therefore on these herbs, and fruits, and flowen 
Feed first ; on each beast next, and fiah, and fowl ; 
No homely morsels ■ and, whatever thing 606 

The scythe of Time mows d9wn, devour unspind i 
I'ill I, in Man residing, through the race. 
His thoughts, bia looks, words, actions, all infeot; 
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n him thj ]act and aweeted pr^' 



610 



AH kinib, uid for destructLan to mature 

Soonar oi: later ; vhich the Almighty Rceing, 

Fioio lui transcendent ceat the Saiata among, 

To thoae bright Orders uttor'd thoa tiia voice : 619 

See, with what heat these dogs of Hell adruM 
To waate aiid havoc yonder world, which I 
So fair and good created ; and had atill 
Kept in that stale, had not the folly of Mu 
Let in theae vastefol furies, who impate 6B 

Folly to me -, eo doth the Fiince of HeU 
And hia adherents, that with so much ease 
I anfikr them to enter and poasen 
A place ao heavenly ; and, conniving, Mem 
To grati^ my scornful enemlea, EK 

That langh, as if, traiiEparl«d with *ame fit 
Ofpaanon, I to them had quitted all, 
At random yielded np to their miirole ; 
And know not that 1 call'd, and drew them- thither, 
HyHell-houndi, to lick up the draff and GIth 630 
Which Man's ponnting sin with taint hath died 
On what was pure ; till, cramm'd and gorged, mgh 
With nick'd and glutted ofiaJ, at one sling (bm^ 
Of thy victorious arm, vrell plearin^ Bon, 
Both Sin, and Death, and yavming Grave, at hat, 63S 
ThroDgh Chaos hurl'd, obatmct the mouth of H«ll 
For ever, and aeal np Mb ravenona jaws. 
Then Heaven and Earth renew'd shall be made pan 
To sanctity, that shall receive no stain : 
Tin then, the cnrse proDOuncad on both praoadaa. 640 

He ended, and the heavenly andienca load 
Sang Hallelujah, at> the sonnd of seaa, 
Through mnhitnde that song : Just are thy waji^ 
lUghteouB are thy decrees oo all thy voAm; 
Who can extenuate thee ? Next, to the Sim MB 

X>estined reatorei of mankind, by whom 
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, New Renven and Enith shall to the agea Hm, 
' Or down &cun Heaven descend. — Sach waa their nili 
, While the Cre«tor, calling forth by n»mo 
I Bis mtghtj An^^la, gave them eeveral charge, 66 
I Aa Hited boEt with proaent tliinga./ The Bun 
' Had fiiBl his precept so to move, >o ahine, 

Ab might aflect the earth with cold and heat 
I Scarce tolerable j and from the north to coll 
Decrepit winter ; fiom tlie south to bring 6S 

SoUtitial Bummor'a heat. To the btanc moon 
Her office they prescribed ; to the other fire 
I Tbeii planetary motioni, (uid aap^cts, 
In nitile, eqaare, and trine, and oppoaite, 
Of uoiiaiiB efficacy, and when to join 6C 

In ijnod nnbeni^ ; and taught the Gi'd 
Their influence mali^rnant when to shower, 
Which of them tiling with the sun, or fklliny. 
Should proVd lempeatuoufl : To the winds they nt 
' Their comers, when with bluster to confound 66 
L Soa, lur, and shore ; the thunder when to coll 
[ With terror throagh the dark aerial halt. 
' Some say, he bid hie Angela torn aakanca 
' The pules of earth, twice ten degrees and more. 

From the sun's axle ; they with labonr push'd 67 

[ Oblique the centric glob^ : Some sa;, the sun 
I Was bid turn reins from the' equinoctial road 
Lite distant breadth It Taurus with the seven 
Atlantic Sisters, and the Spartan Twms, 
Up to the Tropic Crab ; thence down ojnain 65 

Ey Leo, and the Virg'n, and the Scales, 
As deep as Capricorn ; to bring in change 
Of seaaona to each clime ; else had the spring 
Perpetual uniled on earth with verdanl floweM 
Cqna] in days and nights, eicept to those 6E 

Beyond the polar circles ; to them day 
Had mibenighted shone, while the low sun, 
To Tecompense his distance, in tb«ir ught 
Had rounded still the horizon, and not luKiwn 
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Oi eMt or wait ; which hul forbid the snour GS6 

From cold Estotiload, uid south as Tar 

Beneath Magellan. At that taated fruit 

The Bun, as from Thy^steui banquet, tum'd 

His coune intended ; ebe how liad the world 

Inhabited, though ainleaa, more than now GOO 

Avmded pinching cold and scoicblng heat ? 

llian changes in the Heavens, though alow, prodoMl 

Like change on sea and land ; aidscal blast, 

Vapour, and mist, and exhalation hot. 

Corrupt and pestilent ; Kow fi-nin the north 665 

Of Norombega, and the Suneod sliore. 

Bursting their brazen dungeon, arm'd with ice. 

And Bnow, and hail, and Btormj gnat and flaw, 

Boreae, and Ccecia^, uid Argeetea loud, 

And Thrascias, rend the in)ods, and seas upturn ; 701 

With odTerBc blast upturns them from the south 

NotHs, and Afer black with thunderovie clouds 

From Serralfona ; thwart of these, as fierce. 

Forth rush the Levant and the Ponent winds, 

EuroB and Zephyr, with their later*! noise, TOS 

Sirocco and Libecchio. Thus began 

Outraj^e from lifeless things ; but Discord first, 

Daughter of Sin, among the irrationia 

Death introduced, through fierce autipath]> : 

Beast now with beast 'gan war, and fowl with fowl, 71' 

And fish with fish ; to graze the herb all leavin|f, 

Devour'd each other ; nor stood much in awe 

Of Man, but Bod him ; or, with countenance grim, 

Glared on him passing,^ These were from without 

The growing miseries, 'which Adam saw , 715 

Already in part, though hid in gloomiest shade, 

To sorrow abandon'd, but worse felt within; 

And, in a troubled sea of passion tosa'd. 

Thus to disburden sought with sad complaint: 

O miserable of happy ! In this llie end 710 

Of tMs new glorious world, and me so late 
The gloTji of that glory, who now becoiae 
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I AoeutMd orblesaed f hide me rrom tbe fbce 
; Of God, whom to behold was then mj height 
, Ofhappmesi! — Yet irell, if here would end 73 

, The mieery ; I deserved it, and would beu 
I My own deeervlogs ; but this will not eerTe ; 
All that I eat or drink, or riiidl beget, 
Is propagated cnise. O voice, once heud 
) Deligbttollj, Inererue and midtipiy : 73 

; Now death to hear ! for what can I incieaae, 
Oi multiply, but cursea on my head '< 

■ Who of all ages to succeed, but, feeling 

I The evil on him brought by mil, will carsa 
My head ? Ill fare our ancestor iinpurer 73! 

For this we may titank Adam ! bnt his thanks 
[ Shall be Uio eieoration ; so, bendee 
' Mine own that bide upiya me, all from me 
Shall with a fierce reflux on me rebonnd ; 

■ On me, as on their natural centre, light 7* 
' Heavy, though in their place. O fleeting joys 

\ Of Paradiaa, dear bought with tasting wool '. 

I Did I request thea, Maker, from my clay 
To mould me Man P did I solicit thee 

. From darkness to promote me, oi here place 741 

Tn thia delicious garden ? As mj will 
Concurr'd not to my being, it were hut right 

I And equal to reduce me to my du«t : 

iDeairoufl to teeign and render back 

'aU I received ; nnable to perform 75( 

Thy terms too hard, by which I was to hold 
Tbe good I Boaght not. To the loss of that. 
Sufficient penalty, why hast thou added 
The eense of endless woes ? Inexplicable 
Thy jaetice Beems ; yet, to say truth, too late 76t 
I thoa contest ; then shoold have been refused 
Tbose terms, whatever, when they were proposed : 
Thou didat accept them : wilt thou enjoy the good, 

'Then cavil tbe ccnditions ? and, though Ood 

'Made thee without thy leave, what if thy son 76( 
21 
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Prove disobedient ; and, reproved, leUnt, 

Wherefore didst tliou bogcit me ? I souglit it not : 

Wouldit thou admit for his contempt of Ihee -■ 

That proud excuee ? yet him not thy election, 

But naturitl necessity begot. 'i 

God nuida theo of choice his own, and of his own 

To Krre him ; thy reward was of lus graoo ; 

Thy pimiBhment then justly is at bis will. 

Be it >o, for I submit ; Iub doom ia (kir, 

That dust I un, and abaJl to dnst return : ' 

O welcome hour wheucrer ! Why delays 

His hand to execute what his decree 

Fii'd on this day ? Why do I overlive ! 

Why am I mock'd with death, and lengtheu'd out 

To deathless pain ? How gladly would I meet '■ 

Mortality my sentence, and be earth 

Inaemdble '. Hon glad would lay ms'down 

As in my mother's lap ! There 1 should rest, 

And aleep sectirB ; his dreadful voice no more 

Would thunder in my ears ; no fear of worse ' 

To mo and to my offspring would toimeat me 

With cruel eipoctation. Yol one doubt 

Pursues me stiU, lest all I cannot dis ; 

Lest that pure breath of life, the spirit of l/taa 

Which God inspired, cannot together periah ' 

With tilts corporeal clod ; than, in the grave 

Or in some other dismal place, who knows 

But I shall die a Uving death ? O thought 

Horrid, if true •. Tet why .' It was but br*ath 

Of life that aiim'd ; what dies but what had life 

And nn ? The body properly had neither. 

All of ma then shall die : let this appease 

Tha doubt, wnce human reach no iiirther knows. 

For though the Lord of all be infinite, 

It ioM wrath also ? Be it, Man is not so, ' 

But mortal doom'd. How oin be exercise 

Wrath wi^out end on Man, whom death ntust and 

Can ha moke deathless death f That were to make 
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Strajige contradiction, which to God himieir 



Of WBuknesB, not of power. Will ho draw ool 

For anger'a eake, finite to infinite, 

Id pimish'd Man, to satisfy his cigout, 

BatiaSed novei ? That wete to BTtend 

His sentence beyond dust and Nature's lav ; 805 

Bj which all causes elee, accoiding still 

To the reception of their matter, act ; 

Not to the eitent of thoir own sphere. But say 

That death be not one stroke, as I anpposed, 

Bereaving sense, but endless misery 810 

From this day onward ; which I feel begun 

Both in me, and without me ; and so last 

To perpetuity ;— Ah me ! that fear 

Comes thundering back with dreadiiil revolution 

On my defencelcBS head ; both Death and I 81S 

Are found eternal, and incorporate both ; 

Nor 1 on my part single ; in me all 

Posterity stands cnraed ; tUr patrimony 

That 1 must leave ye. Sons ! O, were I able 

To waste it all myself, and leave ye none 1 630 

So disinherited, how wonld you bless 

Me, now y<>nr curse < Ah, why should all mankind. 

For one man's fault, thus guiltless be condamn'd, 

If guiltless ? But from me what can proceed. 

But all corrupt ; both mind and will depraved 835 

Rot to do only, bnt to will t!ie same 

With me ? How can they then acq~iitted stand 

In sight of Ood ? Hitn, ailer all dispatel. 

Forced I absolve : all my eyasiong vain. 

And reasonings, though through mazes, lead me itill 

But to my own conviction : first and last B3I 

On me, me only, as tht source and spring 

Of all. corruption, all the blame lights due ; 

So might the wrath t Fond wish ! couldst thou snppoct 

That burden, heavier than the earth to beat ; 835 

Than all the world much heavier, though dividsd 
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With iittX bod Woman ! Thus, what Uion daunst, 

And wbat thon fear'st, alike destrafB all hope 

Of refuge, and concludes tbee miieiable 

Bejoud all pait eiample and future ; 64D 

To Satan only like both crime uid doom. 

Conscience ! into irhat abyss of tears 

And honoiB hast thoa diiren me ; ODt of which 

1 find no way, from deep to deeper pliuigsd 1 

Thus Adam Is himself lamented loud, dfi 

Through tbe still night ; not now, as ere Man foU, 
Wholesome, and cool, and mild, but with black ui 
Accompanied j with damps, and dieadfiil ghom i 
Which to Ilia evil coosoience represented 
All things with donbla terror : on the ground 860 

Outstretoh'd he lay, on the cold ground ; and oft 
Cursed Ma cretUon ; Death aa oft aecused 
Of tord; eiecutjon, since denounced 
The day of hia oflsnee. Why comes not DMth, 
Said he, with one thrice-acceptable stroke 8S6 

To end me ? Shall Truth fail to keep her word, 
Jiutice Divine not hasten to be jnatP 
But Death cornea not at call ; Jiuitice DiTiiia 
Menda not her slowest pace for prayers or Cii<W. 
O woods, O fouutaina, hillocks, dales, and bowers ' BGO 
With other echo late I taught your shodsa 
To anawor, and resound far other song. — 
Whom thua afflicted when sad Eve beheld, 
Desolate where she sat, appro««l|^g nighj 
Soft words to his fierce paaaion she ossay'd : 8ffi 

But her w' % stem regard he ^us cepeU'd : 

Out of niy sight, tlioiT Serpent ! That aame hert 
BoGls thee with Mm leagued, thyself as ft^ 
And hateful; nothing wants, but that thy sh^a. 
Like his, and colour serpentine, may show 870 

Thy inward fraud ; to warn all creatures ftom thee 
Henceforth; lest that too heavenly form, pretended, 
To hellish falsehood taore them '. But Cot thee 
I had pamsted happy ; had not thy pride 
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And wandeiing vuiitj, when leut wu safe, 871 

Rejected roy. tbrewaming, and disdain'd 
Not to be trusted ; longing to be ■««□, 
Though bj the DavU himBalf ; him overweening 
To oveneKch ; but, with tjie eerpent meetiag, 
Fml'd and beguiled ; bj him tiiou, T b; thee, 881 

To trust Uise from my eide ; imagined wise, 
Conatsnt, mature, proof agunst all auaulti ; 
And underatood not all was but > ahow, 
Rather than solid vittue ; all but a. rib 
Crooked bj nature, bent, aa now appears, 88t 

More to the part Biniater, from roe drawn ; 
WeU if thrown oat, ae aupernumeraiy 
To my just number found. D ^ '. whj did Ood, 
Creator wibb, that peopled bigheat Heaven 
With Spirits roaaculine, create at last 891 

This novelty on earth, this fair defect 
Of nature, and not fill the notld at once 
With Men, as Angels, without feminine ; 
Or find aoma other way to generate 
Manliind > This mischief had not then befiOleo, 891 
And more that shall befal ; innumerable 
Disturbances on earth through female snaiea, 
And strait conjunction with this sai : fbi either 
He never shall find out fit mate, but such 
Aa soroe misfoitane brings him, or mistake ; 90 

Or whom be wishes most shall seldom gain 
Through her perversenesa, but shall see hoi gain'd 
Bj a far worse ; or, if she love, witiiheld 
By parents ; or liis happiegashoice loo late 
Shall meet, already Unk^^md wedlock bound SCi 
To a fell adversary, hi^ate or sha pe i 
Wbich infinite calamity shall canie 
To hnman life, and household psace confonnd. 

He added not, and from her tiun'd ; b«t Ef«, 
Not eo repulsed, with tears that eeaaed Mt flowing, 
And Iresaea ill disordet'd, at his fM U 

21 • 
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Fell humble ; uid, embracing them, besought 
Hii psKce, and thus proceeded in her plaint : 

Fomke me not Ihue, Adaml nitnera, HeftveD, 
TFhat lore nnceie anil reverence in mj heart 9 
I bear thee, aud nnweeting have oSended, 
Unh^^y deceived ! Thy suppliant 
I beg, and clasp thy kneea ; bereave me not, 
Whereon I live, thy gentle looks, thy aid, 
Thy counael, in this uttermost distress, 91 

My only strenjfth and stay : forlorn of thee. 
Whither shall 1 betake me, where subsist r 
While yet we live, scarce one short hour perhaps. 
Between us two let there be peace ; both joining. 
As join'd in injuries, one enmity tK 

Against a foe by doom express assign'd us, 
That emel Serpent ; on me exercise not 
Thy hatred Tor thia misery befallen ; 
On me already lost, me than thyself 
Hare nuserable ! Both have ainn' d ; but thou 9 

Against God only ; "1 a gainst <^g lina thee ; 
' ' '.ot hB place of jn^ tg pieat gHT TBtnTn. 

e^eavef , that all 




_ licet of his Ire I 

She ended weeping ; and ber lowly plight, 
Immovable, tiQ peace obtoin'd from fault 
Acknowledged and deplored, in Adam wrought 
Commiseration : soon his heart relented 
Towards her, his life so late, and sde delight, 
Now at his feet submissive in distress ; 
Creature so tui his reconcilement seeking, 
His counsel, whom she hod displeased, hi> aid ; 
A> one disarm'd, his anger all be lost, 
And tbiu with peaceful words upraised har mum i 

Unwary, and loo denrous, as before. 
So now of what ifaou.know'Bt not, who deaiiMt 
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The panuhmeDt ill on tbywlf ; bIu '. 

Benr thins own first, ill 1.1110 to ■uaUJn 

Hii foli math, whose thon feel'st u jet leMt put, 

And m; displeanue beu'at so ill. If pnf en 

Could alter high decrees, I to Ihat placa 

Would apeed before thee, and he loodsT heard. 

That on m j head aU might be vialled ; 9 

Thy frai)tj and infinnei ■*! forgiien, 

To me committed, and by me exponed. 

Bnt riM ; — let ub no more contend, nor blsme 

Each other, blamed enough elsowbere ; bat rtrire 

In officei of loTB, bow we may lighten 

Each other's burden, in oar share of woe ; 

Since this day's death denooncod, if aught I tee, 

Will prove no siidden, but a slow-paced evil ; 

A long day's dying, to augDient our pain ; 

And to our seed (O bapieaa seed !) derived. 9 

To whom thas Eve, recovoring heart, lephed: 
Adam, by sad experiment I know 
How little weight iny words with thee can find, 
Found BO erioQeoue ; theoce by just event 
Found BO unfortunate : nevertheless, il 

> Restored by thee, vile as I ani, to place 
Of new acceptance, hopeful to logain 
Thy love, the sole contentment of my heart 
Ijivjngor dying, from thee I will not hide 
What thoughts in my onquiet breut are lieen, i 
Toning to some relief of our eittemei, 
Or end ; though sharp and sad, yet tolerable, 
As in OUT evils, and of easier choice. 
If care of our descent perplex us most, 
Which must be botn to certain woe, devoni d 
By Death at last ; and miserable it la 
To be to others cause of miieiy, 
Our own begotten, and of our loins to briof 
Into this cursed vrorld a woful race. 
That after wretched life must be at last 
Food for so fon] a monster ; Ln thy power 
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It liei, ;«t ete concBptioD to pievent 

The rue unblen'd, to being yet unbegot. 

CbiUlstt thou ut, childlew remain : lo DMtb 

Bludl be deceirod tiii glut, uid with us two 99C 

Be forced to ntiify hii nrenoiu mkw. 

But if thou judge it hard and difficult, 

CoDTening, looking; loving, to ibitun 

From lore's due righti, nuptiai embrace! nreet ; 

And with deaire to Igjigni^ without hope, 991 

Be&re the present object languishing 

With like deore ; which would be miser; 

And torment less than ncme of what we dread ; 

Then, both ourselves and seed at once to frea 

From wbkt we htx tor both, let us make short, lOM 

Let ua seek Death ; — or, he not found, supply 

With ODT own hands his oSBce on ourselves : 

Why stand we longer sbivGring under fears, 

That show no end but death, and have the power, 

Of many ways to die the shortest dloouiig, IDOt 

DestTUction with destruction to destroy ? — 

She ended here, or vehement despair 
Broke otf the reat ; k> much of death her thonghU 
Had entertaio'd, as dyed her cheeks with pale. 
Bnt Adam, with such counsel nothing sway'd, lOK 
To better hopes his more attentive mind 
I,abouring bad raised ; and thus to' Bve ropUed : 

Eve, thy contempt of life and pleasure seems 
To argue in thee something more sublime 
And excellent, than what thy mind contomns ; lOIf 
But self-deetructton therefore sought refutes 
That aioelleot thought in thee ; and implies. 
Not thy contempl, but anguish and regret 
For loss of liia and pleasure overlored. 
Or if thou covet death, as utmost opi IQX 

Of misery, so thiuiung to evade 
The penalty pronounced ; doubt not but G<id 
Hath wiselier arm'd bis vengeful ire than so 
To be fbrestall'd i much mors I fear last death, 
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So match'd, will not exempt ub from the p«in 1095 
We are by doom to paj ; lather, Buch acta 
Of contumacy will provoke the Highast 
To make death in ub live : then let us acek 
Some eafei lesolutlpn, which metbiiiks 
I have in yiew, calling to mind with heed 1030 

Part of out acnt«ncD, (hat thy seed shall bruise 
The Secpijnt'B bead I plteouaamendB! nnless 
Be meant, whom I conjecture, our grand foe, 
Satan ; who, in the serpent, hath coDtrif ed 
Against lis this deceit : lo crush hie head 1036 

Would be revenge mdeed ! which wiE be lost 
By death brought on ourselves, or childless dafi 
Resolved, as thou proposest ; so our foe 
Shall scape his punishmeul ordain'd, and wa 
Instead shall double ouia upon our heads. 1040 

Ha more be mentiou'd then of violence 
Agonal ourselves ; and wilful barremiesa, 
That cuts ua 0^ from hope ; and lavouia only 
Rancour and pride, impatience and despite. 
Reluctance against God and his juet yoke 1(MS 

Laid on our necks. Remember with what mild 
And gracious temper be both heard, and judged. 
Without wrath or reviling ; wo eipected 
Immediate dissoluUon, which we thought 
Was meant by death that day ; when lo ! to thea 1050 
Fains only in childbearing were foretold, 
And bringing forth; soon recompensed with joy. 
Fruit of thy womb ; on me the curse aslope 
Glanced on the ground ; with labour I must earn 
My bread ; what harm P Idleness had been woisa. 1066 
My labour will sustain mo ; and, lest cold 
Or heat shouU injure us, his timely care 
Hath, unbesought, provided ; and his hands 
Clothed us unworthy, pitying white he judged ; 
How much more, if wa pray biro, will his ear lOGO 
Be open, and bis heart to pity incline, 
And teach us further |iy what iiiiani to ihui 
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The inclement ■ewoiu, run, ice, hail, tnd now I 

Which now the tkj, with TarionB face, begine 

To ihow oa in this mountain ; while the wiodt 106G i 

Blow moist and keen, shatteiing the gracefhl lockl 

Of these fair ipieading tiees ; which bidi oi Bmk | 

Soma better shroud, some better warmth to cherish I 

Our Umba benumb'd, eie this diurnal atu- ' 

Leave cold the night, bow we hia gather'd b«un« 1O70 J 

Reflected majr with matter eere foment } 1 

Or, by collision of two bodies, grind . 

The air attrite to fire ) as late the clouds 

Jostling, or pnah'd with winds, rude in their shook, I 

Tine the slant lightning ; whose thwart flame, diirm I 

Kindles the gummy baik of fir or pine ; 1076 j 

And Bends a comCbitable heat from far, 1 

Which might supplj the son : mch fire to nw, ! 

And what may else be remedy or euro I 

To evile which our own misdeoda have WTQUj;bt, lOW ] 

He will inetinct lU prating, and of grace j 
Beeeecbing him ; so aa we need not feat 

To pais commodiousl; this life, euatain'd | 

By him with many comforts, till we end I 

la duat, oar final rest and native home. 106S I 

What better can we do than, to the place , 

Repairing where he judged na, prostrate bll j 

Before him reverent } and there eoofesa I 

Humbly our &ulta, and pardon beg ; with tears I 

Watering the ground, and with our sighs the air 109D j 

Freqneating, sent from hearta contrite, in sign I 

Of sorrow unfeign'd, and humiliation meek ! j 

Undoubtedly be will relent, and turn \ 

From his diepleasure; in whose look serutft, j 

WIjbu angry most he aeem'd and most eevere, lOOG I 

What clee but favour, grace, and mercy, duin« t j 

So spake onr father penitent ; nor Eve | 
F<'lt less remorse : they, forthwith to the placa 

llepairinK where he judged them, prostrate fcU j 
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I BefoM him re*erent ; and both coofewed ' ' 1100 
Humbly their faults, and piLcdoii begg'd : with taut 
Wirtaring the ground, and with Qieii rfgha the ur 
PreqQBntinir, sent from hearts contrite, in sigD 

I Of Bono* wifHi||Q~d and huiniliation meak 
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Tb* Eon «r Ood prnenu (ohltFithar Oapnyert of aiirfinl|ia- i 

Adim ttmm to Bvfl corloLo ODiinoua bLeiu ] he disceriu MJchBsl^ 

Kgn. Etb'i LinHntLtian. Adun pkniU, bul lulnniu : TIh 
el loulehini uptoabigh hill; isU boftirs talm inTinoavhu ' 
■bWII buppan tiU the Flood. 



Taut they, !□ lowliest plight, lepentiuit stood 

Pr«jing ; for from the maccj-neat aboro 

Fievenieitt grdce desccndiiig had removed 

The aton; from their hearts, and made uew flesh 

RegeneiatB grow inBtoad ; that sighs now breathed S. 

Unutterable ; which the SpiiiL of prajer I 

Inspired, and wing'd for UesTen with EpBOdisr flight | 

Than loudest oratory : yet their part 

Not of mean suitors ; nor important less 

Seem'd their petition, than when the ancient poii 10 | 

In fablei old, lexs ancient jet than these, I 

Deucalion and chaste Fjrrha, to restore 

The race of mankind drown'd, before the shrine 

or Themis stood devout. To Heaven theic pr^en 

Flew wp, nor migs'd the way, by envioua winds tS 

Blown vagBhond or frusttiLte : in they pgai'd 

DimenaionlesB Uuough heavenly doois; then clkd I 

With inoenie, where the golden altar fumed i 

By their groat Intercessor, came in sight { 

Beforethe Father's throne : them the glad Son SO 

Frescnting, thus to intercede began ; \ 
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See, Father, what firBt-fruila oa eartb are tpiaag 
From thy implanted giace in Man ; these eigbtt 
And piiLjeTB, which in this pilden censer, mii'd 
WithincenBe, I thy priest before thee bring; 2S 

FmitB of more pleasing savour, from thj seed 
bonn with contrition in his heart, than those 
Which, his own hand manuring, all the tieei 

. Of Paradise could have produced, ere fallen 

I From innocence. Now, therefore, bend thtne on 30 
To supplication ; hear his ughs, thongh mute ; 
Unskilful with what words to pray, let ms 
Interpret for him ; me, his adrocate 
And propitiation ; all his worka on me. 
Good or not good, ingraft ; my merit those 36 

Shall perfect, and for these mj death shall pay. 

^ Accept me ; and, in me, &om these receivo 

. The unell of peace toward mankind : let him tin) 

; Before thae reconciled, at least his days 
Numbec'd, though sad ; till death, his doom (which I 
To mitigalB thtu plead, not to reverse,) 41 

To better life shall yield him : where with me 
All my redeem'd may dwell in joy and blin ; 

. Made oDH with me, as I with thee am ime. 

[ To whom the Father, without oloud, serene ; 4G 
All thy request for Man, accepted Son, 

; Ohlaja ; all thy request was my decree : 
But, longer in that Paradise to dwell, 
The law T gave to nature him forbids : 

; Those pure unmortal elements, that know S9 

No giosa, no unhormonious mixture foul, 

' Ejeet him, tainted now ; and purge him off*. 
As a distemper, groas, to air oa gross. 
And mort^ food ; ae may diqww him best 
For disBolutiDD wrought by sin, thU fiM H 

Diitemper'd tUthings, andof ineomipt 
Corrupted. I, at first, with too &ir gifts 
Created him piwtow'd ; wHb h 
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And immortkLtj : tliat fcmiUy Icwt, ! 

This other served but to Etsrnize woe ; GO 

Till I provided death : so deSitli becomes 

HiB final remedy ; aad, after life, 

Tiied in sharp (ribuktiun, and refined 

B7 &Uh Uld &itbfiil worhB, to eecond life, ' 

Waked in the TeDOVB,tioii of the just, €S 

Rflaignt him up with Heaven and Earth renew'il. . 

But let ua ooll to synod oU the Blesa'd [hide ! 

Through HeBTen'B wide bannda : trom tiiem I will not . 

My judgmenla ; hovr with mankind I proceed, 

Aa how with peccant AngelB lats they eaw, 70 

And in their atata, though firm, stood more Gonfinu'd. 

He ended, uid the Son gave aignal high 
To the bright minister that watch'd ; he blew 
Hie trumpet, hoard in Orob aince peihapa 
When God deseeudad, and perhapa once mcae 76 

To Bound at general doom. The angelic blast 
Flll'd all the legions: from their blissful bowers 
Of amaiantine abode, fountun or spring. 
By the waters of life, where'er they Bat 
In fellowahipa of joy, the sons of light BO 

Hasted, lesoTtJng to the summons high ; 
And took their aeata : till irom his throve aupieme ! 

The Almighty thus pronounced hia loy'reign viU : 

O Sons, tike one of iu Man is become 
To know both good and evil, since bis taste 6S 

Of that defended fruit ; but let him boost 
His knowledge of good lost, and evil got; ' 

Happier, had it auffioed him to have known 
Oood by itself, and evil not at all. 

He sorrows now, repents, and prays contrite, M 

My motions in him ; longer than they move, 
His heart I know, how variable and vain, I 

Self-left. Lest theiefoie Us now bolder hand : 

Resoh also of the tree of life, and eat, I 

Add lire for ever, dieam at laait 1« Itv* 9G 



Gooslc 
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For ever, ts remove him I decree, 

And leiid hiiD from the guden forth to till 

The ^oiutd wbence he was taken, filter aoil. 

Michael, this my behoat hare thou in charge ; 
Take to thee tram among the Cherobka 100 

Thy choice of flaming warriora, lest the Fiend, 
Or in bob&lf of Man, or to invade 

f Vacant posieuion, some new Ironble rais* ; 
Harifl thee, und from tho Paradise of God 
Without remorse drive out tJie sintul pair ; 105 

, From hailow'd ground the unholj ; and denounce 
To them, and to their progenj, from thence 
Perpetnal banishment. ¥et, lest thej faint 

I At the sad ssntsnce rigorously urged 

, <For 1 behold them soften'd, and with tsars 110 

^ BewaiUng their excess,) all terror hide. 
If patienttj thj bidding the; (diey, 
DiBmiss tbem got disconsolate ; reveal 

i To Adam what shall come in future dajs, 

As T shill thee enlighten ; intermix 115 

Mj covenant in the Woman's seed ronew'd ; 

So aend them fbrtb, though sorrowing, yet in peace - 

' And on the east nde of the garden place, 

^ Where enttMice np from Eden euiest climbs, 

Cberuhie watch ; and of a sword the Same 120 

Wide-waving ; all approach &r off to iright, 
And guard all prwage to the tree of lift : 

I Lost Paradise a reeeptaelD prove 
' To Spirits foal, and all my trees their prey : 

With whose stolen fruit Man once more to delude. 125 
He ceased j and the arcbangelic Power prepared 

[ For swift descent ; with him the cohort bright 
Of watchliil Cherubim : fbor &Ces each 
Had, like a double Janns ; all theit shape 
Spangled with eyes more QumeTons than those 190 
Of Argus, and mora wakeftil than to drowse, 
Charm'd with Arcadian pipe, the pastoral reed 
Of Hemes, or his opiate rod. Meanwhile, 
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To nsalate the worlil with Mored light, 
LeocoUtaa w*ksd ; and with fi«h dew> embalm'd ] 
Tba Mrth ; whan Adun and firat matron Ev» 
Hul ended now tJiGir oiieont, uid foond 
Strength added from above ; new hops to fnng 
Out of deipeir ; joj, but with feu jet link'd ; 
Which thm to Etb his welcome words lenew'd ; 1 

Eve, euilf maf faith admit, that all 
The good which we anjoj from Hearen deaeanda i 
B>it, that from us angbt ahoDld aacaod to Hoavmr 
So preraleiit aa ta concern the mind 
Of God high-bleat'd, or to incline his will, 1 

Bard to belief maj wem ; ;et this will prajer 
Or one ibort light of famnan breath, i^tbonie 
Enn to the seat of God. For nnce I sought 
By prajer the ofieadod Deity to appeiwe ; 
Kneel'd, and before him hnmbled all mj beail ; I 
Hethonght I saw him placable and neU, 
Beoding bis ear ; pemuBion in me ^ew 
That I was heard with favour J puce retorn'd 
Boma to my breaat, and to my memory 
His promise, that thy seed shall bmise ora foe ; 1, 
Which, then not minded in diunay, yet now 
Assurea me that tiie bitterness of de&th -. 
Is pa»'d, and we shall live. Whence hail to theo, 
Eve rightly call'd, mother of all mankind, 
Mother of all thii^ living, unoe by *^e ]< 

Man ii to live ; and all things live for Man. 

To whom thus Eve with sad demauoor moek : 
in worthy I such title should belong 
To me transgressor ; who, for thee ordain'd 
A help, became thy snare ; to me reproach li 

lUther belongs, diltrurt, and all digpmiae; 
But in6nite in pardon was my Judge, 
That I, who first brought death on all, am graced 
The source of hfe ; next favoorable thou, 
Who highly thus to entitle mo vouchsafest, I< 

Far other name deserving. Bat the field 
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To Iftbooi coUa us, now with sweat imposed, 
Tboof h ^fter Bleflpleaa night ; for sec ! tho morn, 

Her nxj progreea Btniling : let lu forth ; 176 

I neror from thy aide hencoforlh to straj, 
Where'er our day's work lies, though now enjoia'd 
Laborious, till day droop ; while here we dwell, 
What CSD ha toilaoniB in theae plBBaa.nt walks ? 
Hers let □■ lite, though in &llen atate, eoatent. 190 

So spake, so wish'd much humbled Eve ; bat Fats 
Subscribed not : Nature first gave bi^db, imprsas'd 
On bird, beast, air ; air suddenly eclipsed. 
After short bluah of morn ; nigh in her aigbt 
The bird of Jove, stnop'd from hia imry tonr, 185 

Two birds of gayest plume before him drove ; 
Down from a hill the bsoat that reigns in woods, 
I^rat hunter then, pursued a gentle brace, 
Goodliest of all the forest, hart and hind ; 
Direct to the eastern gale was bent their flight. 190 
Adam observed, and with hia eye the chase 
Fursuiag, not unmoved, to Eve thus apake : 

O Ere, Bome further ohajige awaits us nigh, 
VThich Heaven, by these mnto signs in Natare, ihowf 
Poremnners of his purpose ; or-to warn 195 

Us, haply too aecore of onr diBchnrge 
From penalty, because from death released 
Bome days : how long, and what tiU then oar life, 
Who knowi ? or more than this, that we are doat, 
And thither must return, and be no more ? 800 

Why else this donWe object in our sight 
Of flight pursued in the air, and o'er the ground, 
One way the Belfaame hour ? why in the east 
Darkness ere day's mid-courae, and morning-light 
More orient in yon western cloud, that draws SOS 

O'er the blue firmament a radiant white, 
And slow descends with something heavenly franght { 

He err'd not ; tor by this the heavenly bands 
Down from a sky of jasper lighted now 
23" 
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In Ponuliw, uid on ft hill made baJt ; 310 < 

A glorioui ippaiitioD, hod not doubt 

And ctinul fear Ihat day dtmia'd Adun's eje. 

Not tluit more gloiibua, when the Ange^E met 

J&cob in MBhaaBlm, whoce he saw 

The Reld pavilioa'd with bis guaidiang bright : BIS 

Nor thiLt, which on the flaming mount ^ipeai'd 

In Dothui, CDvei'd with a. camp of Sre, 

Agunsl thu Sjriui kin;;, who to surprise 

One men, uBBssiii-hkB, bad levied wftr, 

War nnproclaim'd. The princely Hierarch 9S0 

In theii bright stand there left his Powers, to sein 

FonesaioD of the garden ; he alone, 

To £nd where Adam ehelleT'd, took his wajr, 

Not unpereeived of Adam : who to Eve, 

While the great riutant approach'd, thus spake : 22S 

Eve, now expect groat lidinge, which perliapB 
or tu will soon determine, or iuipoae 
Hew lawB to be observed ; for I descry, 
From yonder bluing cloud that veils the liill, 
One of the heavenl; host ! and, hj his gait, 230 

None of the meanest; come great FoteDtale 
Or of the Throoes abore ; tnch majesty 
Invests him coming ! yet not terrible, 
That I should fear ; nor sociably mild, 
As K^hael, that I should mnch confide ; 235 

But solemn and sublime ; whora not to oSend, 
With reverence I must meet, and tbon retire. 

He ended : and the Archangel soon drew nigh. 
Not in his shape celestial, but as man 
Clad to meet man ; over his Incid arms .. 240 
A mihtary vest of purple flow'd. 
Livelier than Melibieni, or the grain 
Of Baira, worn by kings and heroes old 
In time of trace ; Iris had dipp'd the woof; 
Hjs starry helm unbuckled show'd him prime MG 

In manhood where jooth ended ; by his side, 
As in a glitterinjc zodiac, hong the sword. 
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Balftn'i dlie dieul ; and in Mb band the spear. 
Aduu bow'd low ; he, kingly, trom hia sUte 
■ Inclined nrt, bnt his coming thus declared : SSO 

Adam \ Heaven's high beheat no preface needs ■ 
Sufficient that thy ptayen are heard ; and Death, 
Then due by sentence when thou didat tra ns gr esa . 
Defeated of his aeimce man; daya 
Gives the« of grace; nhereia thott niKyat repent, 355 
Aad oiie bad act with manj deeds well done 
Majst covet : well ma; than thy IaitA, appeased. 
Redeem thee quite front Death's rapacious claim ; 

> Bnt longer ip this ParaJiae to dwell 

. . Fermha not : 'M remove thee I am come, 860 

And send thee from the garden forth to till 
The ground whence thou waat taien, fitter soil. 

r He added not ; £a Adam at the newa 

Heart-struck with chilling gripe of sorrow stood, 
fliataUbiBaeDHiB bound; Eve, who unseen S65 

1 Tet all had hoard, with audible lament 
Discover'd soon the place of bei retire. 

O unexpected stroke, worse tikan of Death I 
Must I thus leave thee, Paradise ? thns leave 
Thee, native Koi 1 these happy walka and shades, 270 
Fit haunt of Gods ? where I had hope to qMQd, 

, Qniet though aad, the reB|Hle of that day 

t- That matt be mortal to us both. O flowers, 

> That never will in other elimata grow, 

My early visitation, and my last STti 

At even, which I bred up with tender hand 

, , From the first opaninf bud, and gave ye names '. 
Who now ahall rear ye to the aun, or rank 

. Toor tribes, uid water from tile ambnmal fi>iint? 
Thee lastly, nnptial bower ! by me adom'd 330 

With what to sight or smell was sweet ! from thae 
How shall I part, and whither wander down 
Into a lower world ; to tbia obscure 
And wild ? how shall we breathe in other sir 
Less noro, accuatom'd lo immortal fniiti I 2S5 
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Wliom thiu the Angel interrupted mild : 
LuneDt not, Eva, but patiently leiign 
Wh>t jiutlj thau hut loet, Dor set thj heut, 
Thus orerfond, on th&t which 'a not thine : 
Thy g<»ng ii not lonely ; with thoe goes S 

Thy huBbuid ; him to follow thou act baand ; 
Wheie he abides, think there thy nalive soil. 

AduD, bj this fiom tbo cold suddon damp 
llecovering, and hia acattei'd ipiiits retam'd. 
To HicbaCl thna bia limnble word* addraaa'd : 2 

Celestial, whethei among tlie Thrones, oi named 
Of them the higheat ; foi such of shape nuty seem 
Prince above princes : gently baat thou tuld 
Thy meaaage, whicli might else in telling wound. 
And in performing end Ua ; what beaideB 31 

Of sorrow, and dejection, and deapair. 
Our fi-ailty can sustain, thy tidings btring, 
Departarc from thia happy pUce, our sweat 
Recaaa, and only consolation lefl 
Familiaj to our eyes ! all places else ' 31 

Inhoapitable appear, and desolate ; 
Nor knowing ua, nor known : and, if by prayer 
Incessant I could iiope to change the. will 
Of Him who all thinga can, I would not ceaw 
To weary him with my assiduous cries : 31 

But prayer against hia abaolute decree 
No more avails than breath agsinst the wind, 
Blown stifling back on him that breathes it forth : 
Therefore to his great bidding I submit. 
This most afflicts me, that, departing hence, 31 

As irom his face I shall be hid, deprived 
His blessed countenance : here I could frequent 
With irorship place by place where he voochsaM 
Presence Divine ; and to mj sons relate. 
On this mount he (qipear'd ; under thia tree 39 

Btood visible ; among these pines his voice 
I heard ; here with him at thia fnuntain talk'd ; 
So many grateful altars I would rur 
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^ Of gzaasj Vuf, uid pile 'op evei? «tone 
; Of Imtre from the brook, in memory, 32 

Ot monument to sgei , and thereoD 
, Ottei sveet-amellmg gnms, aJid froita, and flowen : 
1 In jDiider DBther world where sbftll 1 seek 
. HU bng;fat appestaneea, or footMep trace P 
For tiiough I fled him angry, yet, recalt'd 33l 

To life projong-'d uid promiaad met, 1 now 
GUdlj behold though bnt hit utraoat skirU 
Ofg]ory; andftroffhisBtepe adore. 

To whom thus Miohael with regard benign : 

Adam, thou know'it Heaven hie, and all the Batth ; 

. Nit this rook only ; hia Onmiprinence filla 331 

luand, sea, aad air, and ereiy kind tbat Uvm, 
. Fomented by hie Tirtua] power and warm'd : 
i All the earth he gare thee to po«iaB8 and rule, 
\ . No despicable gift ; ntrmika not then 341 

. His pceeeoca to these narrow beunde ctm&ted 

Of Fanuyse, or Eden ; this had been 
, Peibapa thy equtal aeat, from whence had qiread 
An generations; and had hither emne 
From all the endi of the earth, to eelebrat* 341 

And reTerecce thee, their gnat progeiutM. 
But thU preeminence thou haat loM, brought down 
' To dwell on eTeagronnd now with thy Bona: 

Yet donbt not but in valley and on plain 
! God ia, a> here ; and win be ibund alike 3fi( 

Freient ; and of hii preaanea many a aign 
Still fbllowiDg thee, atiU conqiaenng thee nnnd 
I With goodnew and paternal love, hii &ce 
Expreaa, and of fait atApa the track divine. 
Which that thoa mayst believe, and be confim'd 3G( 
Em thoa from hence depart ; know, 1 am *ent 
To ehow thee what ihall come in future days 
To Uiee and to thy oflipring ; good with Intd 
Expect to hear ; enpenuJ grace contending 
WiUi nnRilneH of men ; thereby to learn 301 

True patience, and to temper joy with fisar 
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And piou* Krrow ; eqasUj inured 
By moderation eithei atate to bev, 
FroapeToua ot adrerae : eo HhUt thoa lead | 

Seieat th; life, and beat prepared endure 38> j 

Thy mortal paasage when it eomsB. — Aacond ! 

Thia hill ; let Eve (for I have drench'd her ojea) 
Here sleep beloir ; while thou to fbreught wakeat ; 
Aa once thou slept'at, while she to life waa finrn'd. 

To whom thuH Adajn ii^ratefiillf replied : 3K 

Ausnd ; I follow thee, nfa Guide, the p^th 
Thon lead'ot me ; and to the hand of Hsaven aobmit, 
However chaatening ; to the evU turn 
Hy obviona bieaet"; arminK to overcome 
By auffering, and earn rest &oni lolMtir w«ii, XR 

If BD I may attun. — So both ascend 
In the naionB of God. It waa a biU, I 

Of Faradiaa the hi^ieat ; trom whoae top 
The hemtapheie of earth, in oleareat ken, . 
etretch'd out to tha ampleat reach c^proapect ]ay.38( 
Not higher that hill, nor wider looking round, 
Whereon, for different cause,- the Tenqiter Mt 
Our second Adam, in the wildemeas ; 
To show him all Earth's kingdoms and their gliiiy. 
Hia aye might there command wherever atood 38S 
City of old or modem &me, Ih* seat 
Of mightiest empire, from the destined wall 
Of CambalQ, seat of Cathaian Can, 
And Bamarchand by OxuB,Temir'B throne, 
To Paj]uin of Sinnan kings ; and thence 390 ' 

To Agra and Lahor of great Mognl, 
Down to the golden Cheraonese ; or where 
The Persian in Ecbatan sat, or siace I 

In Hispahan ; or where the Ruaaian Esu 
In Moaeo; oi' the Sultan in Bizance, 39) 

Tuichestan-bom ; nor could his eye not ken 
The empire of Negoa to his utmost port ' 

Ercoco, and ths less maritime kinga 
Momliua, and QuUoa, and Melind, 
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And So&la, thought Ophir, to the reafan 400 

I Of Congo, and Angola foclheBt MHith ; 
Or thence from Niger £aod to Atlas mount 
The kingdoms of Almanaor, Fez uid Sua, 

I' Morocco, and Algiers, and Tremison ; 

I On Europe thence, and where Rome was to Bwaj 4US 
The world : in spirit perhaps lie also saw 
Rich Mexico, the seat of Montezums, 
And CuBco in Peru, the richer seat 

. Of Atabalipa ; and yet naspoil'd 
GuiaDB, irtioee great citj Oei^on's aoni AW 

Call £1 Dorado. But to nobler sights 

: Michael from Adam's eyes the film remoTed, 
Which that -false fruit that promised claarei sight 
Had bred ; theii purged with euphrasy and rue 
The Tiaua] nsrve, for he had much to hee ; 415 

[ And trom the well of life three drops inatill'd. 
So deep the power of these ingredients pierced, 
Even to the inmost seat of mental sight. 
That Adam, now enforced to close hie eyes, 

> guhk down, and all hia spirile became entranced ; 4S0 
Bat him the gentle Angel by the hand 
Soon raised, and his attention thoa recall'd : 

Adam, now ope thine eyes ; and Erst hehold 
The eftclfl which thy original crime hath wrought 

. In some Ut spring from thee ; who never tonched 4SS 

' The excepted tree ; nor with the snahe conspired ; 
Nor sinned thj sin ; yet From that sin derive 
Corruption, to bring forth more violent deed*. 

' His eyes he opened, and beheld a field, 
Part arable and tilth, whereon were sheaves 430 

[ New reap'd ; the other part sheep-walks and folds; 
1' the midst an altar as the landmark stood. 
Rustic, of grassy sold : thither anon 
A sweaty reaper ftom his tillage brought 
First Rruits, the ^een ear, and the yellow sheaf, 436 
UncDll'd, as came to hand ; a shepherd next 
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More meek, came with the fiiallingK of his floc^ 

Choicest uid beat : thon, sacrificing, lud 

Tlie inwarda and Ihait fat, with inDenae strow'd, 

On the cleft wood, aud all due lites petfonued. 440 

H'u offering soon propitious fire from Heaven 

CoDBumed with niuUle glance and grateful ateam ; 

The other'! nol, for hia wai not sincare ; 

Whereat he inly raged, and, as tbey talk'd. 

Smote him into the midriff with a atone 445 

That beat out life ; he fell ; and, deadlj pale, 

Grosn'd out hia eoul with guabiiig bliwd efliiaed. 

Mucli at thai sight was Adam ia hu heart 

Diamaj'd, and thua in iiaate to the Angel cried : 

O Teacher t some great luiaohief hsth ba&llen 450 
Ta that meek man, who well had aacri&ced ; 
Is piety thua and. pure devotion paid ? 

To whom Michael thua, he alao moved, replied : 
These two are brethren, Adam, and to come 
Out of thy loins ; the unjust the juat hath alatn, 4££ 
For envy that his brother's offering found 
From Heaven acceptance ; but the bloody fact 
■Will be avenged ; and the other'a JaJtb, approved. 
Lose no reward ; though here thou see him die. 
Rolling in duat and gore. To which our sire : 4G0 

Alaa ! both for the deed and for the cause ; 
But have I now seen Death ? Is this the way 
J must return to native dust ! O sight 
Of terror, foul and ugly to behold, 
Horrid to think, how horrible to feel •. 466 

To whom thus Michael : Death thou haat seen 
In his first aliape on mail ; but many shapea 
Of Death, and many are the wayp that lead 
To hia grim cave, all dlamid : yet to sensa 
More terrible at the entrance, than within, 410 

Some, as thou aaw'st, by violent stroke shall die i . 

By £re, flood, famine, by intemperance more ' 

In meata and drinks, which on the eaith ^uU brinf 
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IMaeueB dire, of which a moiutiouE crew 
Before thee shall appear ; that thou owj'st know 47% 
What iniaary the inabatinBOCO of Eve 
Shall bring en Men. Immediately a plac« 
Before liis eyes appear'd, sad, noisome, daih ; 
A lazar-hoiue it seem'd ; wltareiD were laid 
Snmben of all dieeaudi aU maladies 400 

Of gba«tly apasm, oi racking tortare, qualnu 
Of beartsick agony, nil fereioiu kicdi, 
ConviildoQS, epilapsiaB, fierce catairhi, 
Inlesdne stooe and nicer, colic-pangi, 
Demcniiiic fienzy, moping melaucboty, 48S 

And maon-atrack madness, pining atrophy, 
. Maranmu, and wide-wasting pestilence, 
L Dropnes, and asthmas, and joint-racking rhewnji. 
P Diro was the tossing, deep the groans ; Despair 
' Tended the sick busiest from couch to conch ; 490 

And OTsr them triumphant Death bis datt 
' Shook, but delaj'd to strike, though oft invited 
I With vowi, as their chief good and fiial hope. 
Sight so deform what heart of rock could long 

I Dry ejed behold ' Adam could not, bat wept, 495 
Thangh not of woman bom ; compaeuon qnell'd 
His best of man, and gave him up to tears 

I A space, ^ firmer thooghts restrain'd exces* ; 

; And, scarce recovering words, his plaint renew'd : 

I O miserable mankind, to what &11 600 

I Degraded, to what wretched state reserved ! 
Better end here tlnhom. Why is life given 

, To be thus wrested from us ? rather, why 

I Obtnided on us thus ! who, if we knew 

' What we ceceivo, would either not accept 606 

Ufb oSar'd, or soon beg to lay it down ; 
Glad to be so dianias'd in peace. Can thiu 
The image of God in Mao, creatad once 
8o Koodlj and erect, though &nlty sinee. 
To aacb unsightly sufierings be debaaed 5U 

Voder jntinmiiii pains I Why ahould not Man, 
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\g itUl divine nmilitads 
In psit, fiom mch deformitiM be &ee, 
And, for bit Mikn'* iattg^ mka, exempt ! 

Theii Mklkei'B ini«ge, tnswer'd Michael, tlum SIG 
TotKKik them, when theeuelvea they viUfied 
To nrre ungorem'd Appetite ; and took 
Hi> imif(e whmn tbejr aerved, a bratiah tiob, 
Inductive nuinlj to the nn of Eve. 
Therefore ao ■bjeet is theii punisbment, ISO 

Diifiguiing not Ood'i likeneia, but theii own ; 
Or if hia likenne, by theiiuetveg dsfv)«d ; 
While tiiBj peirert pure Nature's beelthfiil mlM 
To loathaome licknen ; worthil; mnce Ihej 
God's image did not revereDce in tbenunlTerk 69fi 

I yield it jost, nid Adam, and mibmit. 
But is there yet no other way, beeides 
These painfol paamgea, how we may ooma 
To death, and mix with our connatural dost ? 

There is, said Hicha^, if thou well obaerre G9) 
The rule of JVof toa muck ; by temperance taii|rlit, 
Ja what thon eat'at and drink'st ; leekiikg &om tfaema 
Doe nonrislmieiit, not glattoooni delight, 
Till many years over thj head ratara ■. 
So mayat thou Uta ; till, like ripe fruit, thou drop G3B 
Into thy mother's lap ; or be with ease 
Gsther'd, not harriily plook'd ; for death mature : 
This is Old Age ; but then thon must oatlive [ofaai^ 
Thy youth, thj itlen^, thy beaoty ; which will 
To wither'd, weak, aikd gray ; thy Bonses then, 64> 
Obtuse, all tasto of pleasure must forego, , 

To whit thou hurt ; and, for the air of youth. 
Hopeful and cheerfiil, in thy blood wiS rugn j 

A melancholy damp of cold and dry I 

To weigh thy spirits down, and last oouranw 64B 
The balm of life. To whom our ancertor : 

Henceforth I fly not dekth, nor would praloag j 

Life much ; bent rather, how I may be quit, | 

Tairest and eaaieit, of this cnnbrous oharga ; I 
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< Wlilch I moot keep tiU my appomUd day 6G0 
' Of nndering up, and patiently attend 

My duBolulion. Michael taplied : 
I Nor lore thy life, nor hate ; but what thou UvMt, 
I LJTe well ; how long, or short, permit to HeaVBU : 
' And turn prepare thee for anotliec lig-ht. 666 

I He look'd, and saw a apacioua plain, whereon 

< Were tents of rarious hue ; by aome were herd* 
. Of cattle grazing ; others, whenca the samid 

' Of inatruiaenta, that mada melodioni chime, 
; Waa heard, of harp u)d organ ; and, who moved GCO 
; Thsir itops and chorda, was seen ; hia volant tancb, 
Imtinct through all proportions, low and high. 
Fled and pursued, transverse the resonant fiigue. 
' In other part stood one who, at the forge 

Laboaring, two massy clods of iron and braas COS 
' Bad melted (whether found where casual fire 
Had wasted woods on motmtain or in vale, 
Down tii the veins of earth ; thence gliding Lot 
To some cave's mouth ; or whether wash'd by atream 
From mideignnmd ;) the liqnid ore he drain'd 67D 
y Into fit moulds prepared ; from which he fbnn'd 
i; First his own tools; then, what might else be wrought 
. FtuO or graven in metal. After these. 

Bat on the hither aide, a diftoent sort [leat 

From the high neighbonring hiUa, which was their 
I Down to the plain descended ; by theii guise 576 

' Joat men they seem'd, and all their itndj bent 
: To worship God aright, and know hi* work* 
! Not hid ; nor those things last, which might pteaerre 
Freedom and peace to Men ; they on the [dain 580 
, Ijong had not walk'd, when from the tenia, behidd ! 
A bevy of lair women, richly gay. 
Id gems and wanton dress ; to the harp they snug 
Soil amorom ditties, and in danee came m : 
The men, though grave, eyed them ; and let their eyaa 
Rove withoat rein ; till, io the aiDoroas net 6S6 

Faat caught, they liked ■ and each hia liking eboM ; 
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And now of love thsy treat, till tbe ereniiig Ittr, 

LoreVhubingor, appeu'd ; then, all in heat 

Tbe; light the nuptial toich, and bid inrohe 690 | 

Hjmen, then first to marriage ntea invoked . 

With feast and mnaic all the tents resound. 

Such happy interview, and fair event 

Of ]oVB and jonth not lost, aunga, garlands, flowBrS, , 

And chuming aymphonies, att&ch'd the heart fi96 1 

Of Adam, Boon inclined to admit delight, ' 

The bent of natore ; which he thus express'd : 

Troo opener of mine eyes, prime Angel Ueaa'd ; 
Much better seems this vision, and more hope ' 

Of peaceM days portends, than those two pass'd ; GOO 
Those were of hate and death, or pun much worm ; 
Here Nature seems fblfill'd in all her ends. , 

To whom thus Michael : Jndga not what is best 
By pleasure, though to nature seeming meet ; 
Cceatdd, as thou art, to nobler end 606 

Holy and pure, conformity divine. 
Those tents thou saw'st so pleasant were the tents 
Of wickedness, wherein shall dwell his race 
Who slew his brother ; rtadions they appear 
Of arts that polish life, inventors rat« ; 610 

Unmindful of their Maker, though his Spirit 
Taught them ; but they his gifts acknowledged none. 
Yet they a beauteous offspring shall beget ; ; 

For that fair female troop thou saw'st, that aaent'd \ 
Of Goddesses bo blithe, so smootii, so gay, 61E 

Yet empty of all good wherein conaislB 
Woman's domestic honour and chief praise ; , 

Bred only and completed to the taste ' 

Of lustful appetence, to sing, to dance. 
To diess, and tioll the tongue, and roll the Ofo : G9S 
To these that sober nee of men, whose lives 
ReligioOB titled them the sons of God, 
Shall yieM up all their virtue, all their ham 
Ignobly, to the truna and to the amlleB . I 

Of these Isir atheists ; and now stvim in joy, 6S ' 
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Eralonf to awim at luge ; uiil laugh for which 

The world erelong a, world of teus must weep. 

To whom thu* Adam, of short joj beiefl : 
O pitj uid'BliBme, that thoy, who to live well 
Enter'd so fair, should turn aside to tread 630 

Patlis iudirect, or in the mid way faiat '. 
But Btili I see the tenor of Man's woe 
Holds on the same, from Woman to begin 

From Man's eO'eminate slackness it begins, 
Bald the Aogel, wlio should belter bold his place 635 
B; wisdotn, and superior gifts received. 
But now prepare thee for another scene. 

He look'd, and saw wide territory spread 
Beibre him, towns, and rural works between , 
Citios of Men with lofty gates and towers, 640 

Concourse in arms, fierce Siaaa threatening war. 
Giants of mighty bona and bold emprise ; 
Put wield their arms, part carb the foaming steed, 
Slfigle or in array of battle ranged 
Both horse and foot, nor idly mustering stood ; 645 
One way a band select from forage drives 
A herd of beeves, fair oien and Ur kine, 
From a ht meadow ground ; or fieecy flocfc, 
Ewes and their bleating lambs over the plain, 
Thiiir booty ; scarce with life the shepherds fly, 650 
Bnt call in aid, which makes a bloody fray ; 
With crael tonmament the si^uadronB join ; 
Where catUe pastured late, now scatter'd lies 
With carcasses and arms the «)saaguined field, 
Deserted : Others to a city strong 65& 

Iiay siege, eucamp'd ; by battery, scale, and mine. 
Assaulting : others &om the w^ defend 
With dart and javelin, atones, and sulphurous fire ; 
On «acb hand slaughter sud gigantic deeds. 
Id other part the sceptred heralds call 660 

To coODcil, in the city-gates ; anon 
Grsy-beaded men and grave, with warriors mil'd 
AsMDlbls, and harBDguei are hsurd : but soon. 
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In fictloui oppoaition ; till mt lut, 

Of middle MgB one rinitig, emiaetit BS5 ' 

Id wiie deport, ipake taaeb of right and wioag, 1 

Of juBtics, of religioD, truth, tad peace, 

And judgment &om above : him old and young 

Exploded, and had aeized vrith Tialent hands. 

Had not a cloud deacending snatch'd him tLence 690 

Unaeen amid the throng ; aa riolenoe I 

Proceeded, and oppresiion, and nrord-lsw, 

Thiongh all the plain, and refiige none wax (bond 

Adam waa all in teara, and to hia ^nide 

LamenCng tam'd fall add : O ! what aie these, 675 

Dealh'a miniatera, not men ? who thoa deal death 

Inhnminlf to men, and mnKiply 

Ten thausandfold the ein of him who slew 

Hie brother ; tor of whom auch mssaacre 

Ma^e the;, but of theii brethren ; men of men ■' 680 

But who waa that juat man, whom had not HeaTon 

Reaoued, had in hia righteonaneBB been lost ? 

To whom thua MichaS) ; These are the product 
Of thoae ill mated maniagea thoa saw'at ; [aelrei 
Where good with bad were mstch'd, who of tbem- 
Abhor to join ; and, bj imprudence miz'd, 6S6 

Produce prodigiom birtha of body or mind. 
Such were these gianta, men of high renown ; 
For in thoea daya might only shall be admired, 
And valoDT tad heroic vlrtiw call'd ; 690 I 

To overcome In battle, sod aubdue 
Nationa, and bring home apoils with infinite 
Man-slaughter, ahall be hold the highest ^tch i 

Of human glory } and for glory done I 

Of triumph, to be alyled great conquemn, 695 

Patrons of loBokind, Gods, and aooa of Oods } 
Destroyera rightlier call'd, and plagues of man. 
Thus fame shall be achlaved, renown on Earth ; 
And what moat merita fame, in siience hid. 
But he, the seventh from thee, wham thou beheldat 
The only righteous in a world perrer™, TOl 
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And thenfbre hsled, therelbre «o bewt 
'mth foes, for duing single to be jtut, 
And Dttsr odiouB truth, that Ood woold come 
To judge them with hii Saints ; him the Moat High 
Wrapp'd in a balmy cloud with winged steeds 706 
Did, OS thon nw'Bt, rBceive, to wslk with God 
High in sslvatioa and the climes of blia, 
Exempt from death ; to show thee what lewaid 
Awaita the good ; the rest what puniahment ; 710 
Which now dinot thine ejas and soon behold. 
He looh'd, and aaw the &ca of things quite changed ; 
The braieu throat of war had ceased to roar ; 
All now wu tnm'd to joIUtj and gome, 
To luznij and riot, feast and dance ; 715 

Manying or proatituting, aa befbl, 
Rapa or adnlter;, wbeie passing fair 
Allured them ; thence from caps to civil broils. 
At length a leveiend aire among them came, 
And of their doinga (^at didike declared, 7i20 

And teatified against their wajs ; he ofl 
Freqoented their aawmbliaa, whersso met, 
Tiiomphs or faatiTals ; and to them preach'd 
Convendon and repentance, as to soola 
In prison, nnder judgments imminent : '73S 

Bat all in vain : which when he saw, he ceased 
Contending, and rsmoved his tents tkr off; 
Then, &om the mountain hewing timber tall, 
Began to build a Tessal of huge bulk ; 
Measured bj eabU, length, and breadth, and height , 
Smeai'd round mlh pitch ; and in the side a door TSl 
Cantrived ; and of prorisions lud in large, 
For nun and beast : when la, a wonder strange '. 
Of every beast, and bird, and insect small 
Come sevens, and pairs : and enter'd in as taught 735 
Their order : last the sire and his three sons. 
With their four wires ; and God made fast the door. 
Meanwliile the south-wind rose, and, with black wings 
Wide-hovering, all the clouds together drove 
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From mtder Hetven ; tbe hilla to UiBir np^jr 
Vaponj, and ezbalfttion duik and DKiut, 
Stnt up uoain ; sod now the thicken'd akj 
Liks K dftrk cetliog Mood ; down roBh'd the ruB 
ImpetDoui } and continaed, till the eulh 
No mors wtM ee'm ; the floating vessel iwnm ' 

Uplilled, and secure with beaked prow- 
Rode tilting o'er the wares ; all dwellings elso 
Flood overwliBliii'd, and them with all their pomp 
Deep under water roll'd ; sea cover'd sea, 
Sea without shore ; and in their palaces, ! 

Where luiuiy lUe leign'd, sea-monsters whelp'd 
And stabled ; of mankind, so numerooa late. 
All left in one small bottom swam embsrk'd. 
How didst Ihon grieve then, Adam, to behold 
The end of ell th; ofikpring, end so tad, '■ 

DepopolatiiHi '. Tbea another flood. 
Of tears and sorrow a flood, the« aim drown'd, 
And sunk thee as thy sons ; till, gently teu'd 
By the Angel, on thy feet thou stood'st at hut, 
Though comfortless ; as when a bther moiirm ! 
His children, oil in view deatroy'd at once ; 
And scarce to the Angel attar'dat thus thy plaint ■ 

O visions ill foreseen I Belter had I 
Lived ignorant of future 1 so hod borne 
My part of evil only, each day's lot ' 

Enough to bear ; those now, that were dispenaed 
The burden of many ages, on me light 
At once, by my foreknowledge guning l»ith 
Abortive, to torment me ere theil being, 
With thonght that they must be. Let no man seel 
Henceforth to be foretold what shall befal '. 

Him or his children ; evil he may be sure, 
Which neither his foreknowing con prevent ; 
And he tna future evil slioli no less 
' In ■ppreheniioD thou in substance foal, < 

Grievous to bear i but that care now ia p«M'd, 
Man ii not whom te worn ; these few escaped 
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Fuuiw md utfoiali vill Kt livt conflomO) 
Waadaring that wstsry dewrt : I hod bope, 
When violence wu ceaaed, and wax on earth, 780 
All would hav« then gone well ; peace woold luiTe 

crown'd 
With length of bappj.diys the race or man ; 
Bat I wu &r deceived ) ^r now I >ee 
Peace to coimpt do leas than war to waste. 
How comea it thus ? unfold, celestial Guide, 785 

And whatiier here the race of Man will end- 
To whom thus Michael : Those, whom hat thou 

In triumph and Inxuiioaa wealth, aie they 

Elrat seen in acts of prowess eminent 

And great exploits, but of true virtue Toid ; TW 

Who, having spilt much blood, and done much waste, 

Subduing natiooa, and achieved thereby 

Fame in the world, high titles, and rich prey ; 

Shall change theit course to pleasure, ease, and sloth, 

Surfeit, and lust ; till wantonuess and pride T95 

Baiae out of friendship hostile deeds in peace. 

7he conquei'd also, and enslaved by wax. 

Shall, with their freedom lost, all virtue lose 

And fear of God ; from whom their piety feign'd 

Jn sharp contest of battle found no aid 800 

Against invaders ; therefore, cool'd in aeal, 

Thenceforth shall practise how to live Becnn, 

Worldly or dissolute, on what their lords 

Shall leave them to enjoy ; for the earth ihsQ beai 

More than enoogh, that temperance i><^y bo tiied ; 806 

Bo all dkall turn degenerate, all deprai^d ; 

Justice and temperance, truth and faith ^got ; 

One nun except, the only eon <^ light 

In a dark age, against example good, 

Against allnrement, custom, and a worla 810 

Offended : fearless of reproach and icom 

Or violence, he of their wicked ways 

Shall thera admonish ; and hetbra them tei 
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Tfaa (Mtha of tightaoiiniBH, how laaeh mon m& \ 

And Rill of patce ; daaouneiiift wntth t« eooM 81S 

Od their impenitenca ; and dudl tetaxn 

Of thbm derided, but of God cjiwrved 

The one jiut nun alira ; by hU commuid 

fih&ll build a wondroni ark, u thon beheldat, 

To nva himielf mnd houaehnld Gram amtdat 890 

A world devote to lUUTeroJ wrack. 

No «>0Dei be, with tbem of miin and beast 

Select for life, afaall in the ark be lodged. 

And Bhettei'd round, bat all the catariLcta . , 

Of Heaven let open on the Earth shall ponr 8Kt 

Bain, day and night ; all fountuna of tha deep, 

Broke up, shall heave the oceiui to naorp ^ 

Beyond all Itoanda ; till inundation riaa 

Above the Iiighest hills : then ahall this moont 

Of Paradise by might of waves be moved 839 

Oat of bis place, puab'd by the homed flood, 

With all his verdure qwil'd, and trees adnft, 

Down the great river to the opening golf. 

And thgre take root an island salt and bore, 

The haunt of seals, and ores, and seomews' olang : 83S 

To teaidi thee ttiat God dttribules to place' 

J<Ia nnctity, if none be thither brought 

By men who there frequent or therein dwell. 

And now, what fiirther should ensue, beh<dd. 

He look'd, and saw the ark hall on the Bood, 840 i 
Which now abated ; for the cloads were fled, ' 

Driven by a keen north wind, that, blowing dry, 
WiinUed the face of deluge, as decaj'd ; < 

And the clear sun on his wide watery glass | 

Gazed hot, and of the freah wave largely drew, BK 
As a^er thirst ; which made their flowing shrink 
from standing lake to tripping ebb, that stole 
With soft foot towards the deep ; who now had atopp'd 
His sluices, aa the Heaven his windows dint. 
The uh no more now floBl«, but seems on gnmnd, 850 | 
■ Fast on the top rf eome high mountain liz'd. 
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f And noir tin tops of hilla, u roeka, appeu ; 
! Whh cUmoiiT UieDCQ the rftpul conenta diivB, 
' Tomrds the letieaUag se>, theil fbiiaoB tide. 

Forthwith from out the ark a raven fliei, 65S 

I And ftfter him, the surer meBsoager, 
I A dove Beat forth once uid agun to tpy 
I Oreen tree or ground, whereon kia foot m»f light: 
I The second time letnming, in hii bill 
I An oliTs-Leftf he brings, pacific sign : 660 

r Anon dt; ground sppeais, md from hi* ark 
I Tba ancient sire de*ceada, with bJI his train t 
I Then with uplifled hands, and ojbb devoat, 
[ Grateful to Heaven, over his head beholds 
, A Sbvj cloud, and in the cloud a bow 665 

I Conspicuous with Uiiee listed cotonrs gnj, 

BetokBoing peace from God, and covenant new. 

Whereat the heart of Adam, erst so sad, 
' Great!; rejoiced ; and thus his joy broke forth : 
t O thou, who future things canst represent B7Q 

' As present, heavenly Instructor ! I revive 
' At this last ught ; assured that Mai> .-'.all live, 
[■ With all lie creatures, and their seed p^.'-trve. 
t Par less 1 now lament for one whole world 
; Of wicked sons deatruj'd, than I rei(Nce 875 

. For one man found so perfect and so just 
^ That Qod vonchsafes to raise pother irorld 
, From him, and all hia anger to forgeL 
I But say, whit mean those colour'd streaks in Heaviill 
I Distended, as the brow of God appeased ? 8S0 

: Or serve they, as a flowery verge, to bind 
I The fluid skirts of that urnie watery cloud, 
' Lest it again dissolve, and shower the earth ? 
' To whan) the Arcluingel: Daxtaronaly thou aim'it; 

So willinglj doth God remit his ire, 886 

' Though late repenting him of Man depraved ; 

Grieved at his heait, when looking down ke saw 

The whole earth fiU'd with violence, and all Qeah 

Cormpting each their way i ;et, those removed. 
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Bveh {race bIuU one jnft mui find in his mgit, 890 ' 
Tbkt lie relenti, not to blot out m.nHnil j 
And nukei » covenuLt neToi to doitroj 
Tbe eulh again bj flood ; nor let the mk 
Burpua hii bonndi ; nor lain to diowa the world. 
With man therein or beiurt ; bat, trtten he tvinf* 696 
Over the earth a dond, will therein set 
Hii triple-coloor'd bow, wherem to look. 
And call to mind hia eorenant : day and niyhl, 
Seed-time and harveit, heat and hoary fiost, 899 

Shall hold their conree ; till fire purge all things new. 
Both Heaven and Earth, wherein the just ehall dwell 
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BOOK XII. 

iliul conliniwi, fwm Iha Flood, la n 
D. in Ihe insntioa oT AlHShiiD, conm 
I thai enxl of tl» WtuHIn iligti ba, < 
and BvBinlhoFBll: hu Inomilio 



9 all IKu whilo halt ajBptt bDl wich Hiatto dreams conipoKH 

SicLiieMof bunJ itnd ml>iniHtoa. HldIuib] in eithai hbiuj 
lliBmoul nrPuadiM,lbefierTiwaidvi>vinilHliiij<J tlmiii, 
L Itac Ubecublia ukiag tLsIr aUtlau la (ustd ibe place. 



A" one who in hia joumcf bales nt noon, 
Thoagli bent on speed ; bo here the Archangel panaed 
Betwixt tho world doatroy'd and world restored, 
, If Adam B.ught perha.pa might interpose ) 
Then, with transition sweet, new speech resumes : 5 

Thus thou Last seen one world begin and end ; 
And Man, as from s second stock, proceed. 
Much thou host yel to see ; but I psrceive 
Tfay mortal ughl to fail ; objects divine 
Must needs impair and wear; human sense ; 10 

Henceforth what ia to come I will lelale ; 
Tliou therefore give due audience, and attend. 

This second source of Men, while jet but few, 
j^Ttd while the dread of judging ut past remuns 
Kiosh in their minds, fearing the Deity, IB 

With some regard to what is just and right 
Shall lead their lives, and mnttiplj apace ; 
Labotiring tho soil, and reaping plenteaus crop, 
Com, wine, and oil ; and, from the iierd or flook, 
Ott Mcrilicing bullock, lamb, or hid, SO 

21 
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With largs wiae-ofierings poui'd, aod sacred fmat, 
Slull tpend Iheir dnys in joy unblamed ; snd dwell 
Long time in peace, bj families and tribea 
Under paternal rule ; till one Bhall riae 
Of proud ambitioiu heari ; who, not content 9S 

' Witfa Ut aqualitj, fraternal atate. 
Will arrogate dominion undeserved 
Over hi* brethren, and quite diipoMKas 
Concord utd law of nature from the earth ; 
Hunting (uid men not beaats Bhall be his gome) 30 
With war and boatile Bo&re such aa refuae 
Subjectiim to hia empire tfiannous . 
A imjrbty hunter thence he shall ho atyled 
Befars the Lord ; aa m dcapite of Heaven, 
Or from Heaven clajming second sovereignty ; 3C 

And from rebeUion shall derive his niuue. 
Though of rebellion others he accuae. 
He with a crew, whom like ambition joins 
With him or under him to tyrannize, 
Marching from Eden towards the west, shall find M 
The plain, wherein a. black bituminous gurge 
Boils ant from under ground, the mouth of Hell : 
Of brick, and of that stuff, they cast to build 
A city and tower, whose top may reach to Heaven ; 
And get themselves a name ; lest, fiit diaperaed IS 
In foreign lands, their memory be lost ; 
Regardless whether good or evil lame. 
But God, who oft desceadsto visit men 
Unseen, and through their habitations walk* 
To mark thslr doings, them beholding soon, St 

Comes down to see theii city, ere the tower 
Obstruct Heaven-towers ; and in derision seta 
Upon their tongues a various apirit, to raM 
Quits out their native language ; and, inttoad, 
To sow a jangling noise of words ankaowa : Cf 

Forthwith a hideous gahble rises loud, 
AmoDg the builoers ; each to ether calb 
Not understood, till hoane, and aS in rage, 
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Ai mook'd they storm : great laughter wu in Heavon, 
And looking down, to eee the hubbab strange, GO 

And hear the din ; thus wtui the building left 
Ridiculous, and the work Canfunon named. 

Whereto thus Adam, fatherly displeased : 
O execrable bod '. bo to aspire 

Above his brethren i to himself uununing 65 

Anthoiity usurp'd, froni God not given : 
He gave us onlj over beast, fish, fowl, 
Dominion abiolute ; that right we hold 
By his donation ; but man over men 
He made not lord ; such title to himself 70 

Resarving, human left from human free. 
But this usurper his encroachment prond 
Stays not on Man ; tn God his tower intends 
Siege and defiance ; wretched man ! what fbod 
Will he convey np thither, to sustain 75 

Himself and his rash army ; where thin ur 
Above the clouds will pine hia entrails groM, 
And famish him of breath, if not of bread ? 

To whom thus MlchaCt : Justly thou abhort'it 
That son, who on tlie qniet slate of men ,J*' 80 

Such trouble brought, aflecting to subdue 
Rational liberty ; yet know withal. 
Since thy original lapse, true liberty \ 
Ii lost, which always with right reason dwells \, 
Twinn'd, and Itom her hath no dividual being - 8G 
Reaaon in man obscured or not obey'd, 
(mmediately inordinate desires 
And upstart passions catch the government 
From reason ; and to servitude reduce 
Man, till then free. Therefsre, since he permit* BO 
Within himself unworthy powers to reign 
Over free reason, God, in judgment just. 
Subjects him from without to violent lords; 
Who oft as undeservedly enthral 
His outward freedom : tyranny must be ; 95 

Thongh lo the tymnt thereby no excuse. 
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>ni nill decline m low I 

Ftom vittae, which ia reason, that no wrong, | 

But juitice and some fatal cursa annex'd, I 

DcprivoH them of their outward liberty ; 100 I 

Their inward lost ; witness Ih© irreverent aon 1 

Of him wlio built the ark ; who, for the shame I 

Done to his fatber, heard this hcsTj curse, 
ScTBftni of tCTUants, on liia vicious race. ! 

Thus wilt this latter, as tlie former world, 105 j 

Still tend from bad to worse ; till God at last, 
Wearied with thoir iniquities, withdraw . 

His presence from among them, and avert { 

His holj eyes ; resolving from thenceforth 
To leave them to their own polluted ways ; 110 

And one paculiar nation to select 
From all the rest, of wliom to be invoked, 
A nation from one faithful man to spring : 
Hiia on this side Euphrates yet residing. 
Bred up in idol-worship : O, that men 115 

(Canst thon believe ?] ehoi^ld be so stupid grown. 
While yet the patriarch lived' who scaped the fiood. 
As to forsake the living God, and fall 
To worship their own work in wood end stone 
For Gods ! Yet him God the Most High vouchsafeB 
To call by vision, from his father's house, 121 

His kindred, and false Goda, into a land 
Which he will show him i and from him will raise 
A mighty nation; and upon him showei 
Hie benediction so that in his seed IK 

' All nations shall be blees'd ; he straight obeys ; 
Not knowing to what land, yet firm believes : 
I see him, but thou canst not, with what faith 
He leaves his Gods, his friends, and native soil, 
Or of Clialdea, passing now the (brd 130 

To Haran ; after him a '■umbrous trdn 
Of herds and flocks, and numerous Borvilude ; 
Not wandering poor, but trustin.^ all his wealth 
With God, who call'd him, in a land unknown. 



ARADISE LOST. 38) 

CuaMS he now attaiiu ; I ne his tents 13S 

Pitch'd abant Sechem, uid the neighbooring [dalB 
Of Moreh ; there bj promiu he receives 
Gift to hii progeny of nil that lend. 
From Huaath north' to the DeMrl lonth 
(Things by their names 1 ckU, tbon jet nnnomed ;) ' 
From Hermon eut to the great western Sea ; 141 
Hount Hermon, yonder set. ; each place behold 
Id proapect, aa I point them ; on tha shore 
Mount Carmel ; here, the double-faunted stretuD, 
Jordan, true limit eastward ; but liia sons 145 

Shall dwell to Senir, tliat long ridge of hiUs. 
This ponder, that all nations of the earth 
Shall in hi> seed be blessed : bj that seed 
Is meant thy great Deliverer, who shall bruise 
The Serpent's head; whereof £o thee anon 150 

Flainlier shall be rereal'd. This patriarch bleo'd, 
Whom faithful Abraham due time shall call, 
A BOD, and of his son a grandchild, leaves ; 
Like him in futh, in wisdom, and renown : 
The grandchild, with twelvo gone increased, departs 
From Canaan, to a land hereafter eall'd 168 

Egypt, divided bj tha river Nile ; 
Sea where it flows, disgorging at aeren mcnitbs 
Into the >ea : to sojourn in that land 
He cornea, invited by a younger aon IQb 

In time of dearth ; a son , whose worthy deed* 
Raise him to be the second in that realm 
Of Fhataoh : there he diea, and leaves his rooo 
Growing into a nation, and now grown 
BnipMted to a Mguent king, who Mek« 165 

To Mop their overgrowth, ai inmat» gneata 
Toonnmetoiu ; whence of guests he makes then sl«Tea 
Inhospitably, and killa their inftnt males : 
Till by two brethren fthese two brethren oaU'd 
Moses and Aaron) sent from God to claim 170 

His pe<^e froiA eDthcalnwnt, they return, 
With clorv aad spoil, back to their promiMd land. 
34 • 
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^Dt finrt, Ibe IkwIhb t;ruit, who deiiiM 

To kiunr their God, or lasBsoge to regard, 

Mait be coDipeU'd by signs sod judgmentB dire ; 

To blood nahed the livari must be tum'd ; 

Frogi, lice, and Sies inuat all his palace fill 

With loathed iulruaion, and Gil all the land ; 

Hifl cattle muat of rot and murrain die ; 

BolchOB and blaina must ail hia flesh emboss, 19U '■ 

And all his people ; tliundai mii'd with hail, 

Hail mii'd nith fire, must tend the Egyptian ikj. 

And wheel on the aiuth, devouring where it taUa ; 

What it devours not, herb, or fruit, or grain, 

A darksome cloud of locaata swarming down 185 

Must eat, and on the ground leave nothing green; 

Darkneas mnst overshadow all bis bounds, 

Palpable daiknaes, and blot out three dayi ; 

Last, with one midnight stroke, all the firat-bom 

Of Egypt must lie dead. Thus with tea wounds 190 

The river-Jragon tamed at length sobmite 

To let hia sojonmers depart, and ofl 

Bumbles his stubborn heart ; but stilt, as ice 

More harden'd ai^er thaw ; till, in his rage 

puraoing whom he late dismias'd, the sea 193 

Swallows bim with his host ; but them lets pasa, 

As on dry land, between two crystal walls ; 

Awed by the rod of Moaea so to stand 

Divided, till his rescued gain their shore : 

Such wondrous power God to liia saint will lend, SOO i 

Though present in hia Angel; who shall go 

Before them in a cloud, and pillar of fire ; 

By day a cloud, by night a pillar of fire ; 

To guide them in their journey, and remove 

Behind them, while the obdurate king poisues: SOS 

All night he will pursue ; but hia approach 

Darkness defends between till morning watch ; 

Then throngh the fieiy pillar, and the dood, 

God looking forth will trouble a}) hia host, 309 

And crate their ohariot'wheels : when by conunand 
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Mooes once more hii potent rod eztenda 
Over the aea ; the leOi hie rod obe^ } 
On their ombsttled rankB the waves return 
And overwhetm their wai : the race elect 
Safe towards Canaan from the ahoce adraoae 3U 

Through the wUd Dsaert, not the readiest iray ; 
Leat, entering on the Canaanite alarm'd, 
War terrify them inexpert, and fear 
Return them back to Egypt, chooaing rather 
Inglorious life with servitude ; for hfe 2K 

To noble and ignoble is more sweet 
Untraia'd in aims, where ruahness leads not on. 
This also shall Ihey gain by their delay 
In the wide wilderness ; there they shall found 
Their goverDmont, and thoir great senate chooM 22! 
Through the twelve CritKs, to rule by laws ordain'd: 
God from the mouQt of Sinai, whose gray top 
Shall tremble, ho descending, will himself 
In thunder, lightning, and loud trumpet*' sound, 
Ordain them laws ; part, such aa appertain 33< 

To civil justice ; part, religious rites 
Of sacrifice ; informing them, by types 
And >h[Ldows, of that destined Seed tobmiae 
The Serpent, by what means he shall achieve 
ManMnd's deliverance. But the voice of God 231 
To mortal ear is dreadful : (hey beseech 
That Moses might report to tham his will. 
And terror ceaae ; he grants what they besonght, 
Inntiucted that te God is no access 
Without Mediator, whose high office now M' 

Moses in figure bears ; to introduce 
One greater, of whose day he shall foretel, 
And all the Prophets in their age the times 
Of great Messiah shall sing. Thus, laws •nilitH 
EsUblish'd, Boch delight hath God in men At 

Obedient to his will, that he vouchsaiH 
Among them to set ap hia lahamaele ; 
The Holy One with mortal men to dwell • 
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Bj hii pNMidpt K ianctuorj u fnined j 

Of oedu, orerUid H'Hh gold -, tbarem S50 1 

An uk, uid in tha trk bia teatimonj, 
Th« rBcorda oThu oovBuint ; ovet thew 
A mercj-wat of gold, between Ihs wiogH 
Of two bright Cherubim ; before him bora 
Etovea Umpi u in & zodiac representiog SSS 

The heavenl; tiien ; over the tent a cloud 
Sh&Il red bj Sty, a fierj gleun by night ;~ 
Save when thej joumej, and tX length they come, 
Condacted by Ms Angel, to the hmd 
PioniBed to Abraham and Ms seed : — the rest 2G0 
Were long to tell ; how many battles fought ; 
How many kinga deatroy'd ; and kingdoms won ; 
Or how the sun ahaJl io raid Heaven stand still 
A day entire, and night's due courae adjourn, 
Man's voice commanding, Sun, in Gibeon stajid, 365 
And thou, moon, in the va]e of Aialon, 
TiU lanel overcome ! so call the third 
From Abraham, eon of Isaac; and from him 
His whole descent, who thus shall Canaan win- 
Here Adam interposed : O send from Heafen, 379 
Knlightener of my darkness, gTacloua tHnga 
Thou hast roTeal'd; those chiefly which concern 
Just Abraham and his seed ; now fiiat I find 
Minn eyes trae-opening, and my heart much eased ; 
Erewhile perplex'd with thooghts, what would becom* 
Of me and all mankind : but now 1 see 375 

H u day, in whom all nations shall be blesa'd ; 
Favour unmerited by me, who sought 
Forbidden knowledge by forbidden means. 
Thia yot 1 apprehend not, why to those 980 

AmoBg whom God will deign to dwell on earth 
So many and lo vajiona Iswa aie given ; 
So many laws argue la many sirui 
Among them ; how can God with luch reaide P 

To whom thua Michael : Doubt not but that lin 9H 
Will raign among tham, aa of thee begot; 
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. And tharefbre vbb law given tliem, U> evince 
Their ORtursl praTity, by Btining pp 
Sin R.giiiiiBt 1b,w to fight : that nben they see 
Law RSD discover slii, bat not lemore, 290 

Save by tbuee Bhadowj eipiations we&k, 
The blood of bulla and goutB, they may conclude 
Some blood more precious muat bs paid for Man , 
JuB[ for unjuBti Chat in such righteoumew 
To them by faith imputed, they nuy find S!95 

Justification towardfl God, and peace 
Of conacience ; which the lg.n by ceremoniei 
Csnnot appease ; nor Man the mortal part 
Perform ; and, not performing, caimot live. 
So law appeitrs imperfect ; and but given 300 

With purpose to resign them, in full time, 
Up to a bettor covenant ; disciplined 
From shadowy types to truth ; from flesh lo i^iirit ; 
From impoeicion of strict laws to &ee 
Acceptance of large grace ; tiom servile feu 305 
To Glial ; works of law to works of faith. 
And therefore shall not Moses, though of God 
Highly beloved, being but the minister 
Of law, his people into Canaan lead ; 
But Joshua, whom the Gentiles Jesus call, 310 

His name and office bearing, who shall quell 
The Adversary Serpent, and bring back 
Through the world's wildemess long-wander'd Man 
Safe to eternal Paradise of rest. 
Meanwhile they, in their earthly Canaan placed, 315 
Long time shall dwell and prosper ; but when sinft 
National interrupt their public peace, 
Provoking God to raise them enemies ; 
From whom as oft he saves them penitent 
By judges first, then under kings ; of whom SSO 

The second, both Ibr piety rencwn'd 
And puissant deeds, a promiBe Hhall receive 
Irrevocable, that his regal throne 
For ever iludl endure ; the tike shall sing 
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All Pnpheoj, that of the lojtl atock avj 

Of Datid (n I nuue this king) shoH rim I 

A Bon, the Wonmi** (eid to thee foretold, ' 

ForatiJd to Abnbun, as in whom abail trust 

All nfttiom ; uid to kbgs foretold of kings 

The laet ; fbr of hia reign shall be no end. 330 

But fint, a long inccGBmon miut enane ; 

And his next son, for wealth and wisdom famad. 

The clouded ark of God, UU Ihoo in taotH 

Waodering, Btioll in a glorious temple euahrine. 

Such follow him, as shall be registe;'d 335 

Put good, pu-t bid ; of bod the longer BCtoIl ; 

Whose foul idoUtrien, and other faults 

Heqi'd to the popular Bum, will so Incense 

God, as to leave them, and expose tbeii land. 

Their city, his temple, and hii holy ark, 340 

With all his Bacred things, a bcotu and piey 

To that proud citj, whose high walla thou saw'st 

Left in confuBion ; Babylon thence call'd. 

There in captivity he lets them dwell 

The space of seventy years ; then brings them back, 

EemembBring mercy, and his covenant Bworo 346 

To David, Btabllsh'd as the days of Heaven. 

Retum'd from Babylon by leave of kings 

Their lords, whom 0od disposed, the house of Ood 

They first reedify ; and for awhile 360 

In mean estate lire moderate ; till, grown 

In wealth and multitude, factious they grow ; 

But first among Ibe priests dissension springs. 

Men who attend the altar, and ahould most 

Eocleavour peace : their strife pollution bnnga 3S& 

Upon the temple itself: at last they seixe 

The sceptre, and regard not David's sons } 

Then lose it to a stranger, that the truo 

Anunted King Meodi^ might be born 

Bair'd of bis li^t ; yet at his birth a star, 369 

Unseen before in Heaven, proclaims him cmne ; 

And guides the eastem sages, who inqnire 
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Hi* place, to ofier incense, myiih, and |>oU : 
His place of birth a solemn Angel tells 
To simple shephecds, keeping watch bj night ; 366 
. Tbej gladlj tliithor haste, and b; a choir 
' Of Bquadron'd AngeU hear his caiol ming. 
A Titgin if his mother, but Mb sire 
The powei of the Most High : He shall ascend 
The throne hereditary, and bound his ceign 370 

' With Earth's wide bounda, his glory with the HeaTena 
He ceased, discerning Adam with such joy 
Surcharged, as had like grief been detv'd in tears. 
Without the vent of words ; which these he breathed . 
O prophet of glad tidings, finisher 375 

Of utmost hope ! now clear I understand 
What oft my Bteodiest thoughts have search 'd in tojQ.' 
I Why our great Expectation should be call'd 
I The seed of Woman : Vir|[in Mother, hail. 

High in the love of Heaven \_ yet from my loins 380 
i Thou shalt proceed, and from thy womb the Son 
Of God Most High : so God with Man unites 1 
Needs must the Serpent now his capital bruise 
I Expect with mortal pain : say where and when 384 
I Their %ht, what stroke sbail bruise the victor's heel. 
I To whom thus Michael : Dream not of theii fight, 
[ As of a duel, or the local wounds 
I Of head or heel ; not therefore joins the Son 
I Manhood to Godhead, with more strength to f<Hl 
Thy enamy; nor so is overcome 390 

Satan, whose fall from Heaven, a deadlier bruise, 
Dinbled, not to give thee thy death's womid ; 
\ Which he, who comes thy Saviour, shall recurs, 
I Not by destroying Salan, but his works 
I In thee and in thy seed : nor can this be, 396 

[ But by fulfilling that which thou didst want, 
I Obedience to [he law of God, imposed 
' On penalty of death, and suffering death } 

The penahy to thy transgression dne, 
' And dne to their) which out of thins will row ' 400 
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So only cnji high Justica rest appaid. 

The law of God ciact he sIiiUl fulfil | 

Botli by obedience and by love, though love 

Alone fuUil the law ; lliy puniEhment 

Ho shall endure, by coming in the fleeh 40G 

To a Tcproacliful life and cursed death ; 

Proclaiming life to all who shall believe 

Id bis redemption ; and that hia obedieacs. 

Imputed, becomes theirs by faith ; his merits 

Tosave them, not Ibeir own, though legal, works. 410 

For tiiia ho shnll live hated, be blasphemed, 

Seized on by force, judged, and to death condemu'd 

A ahamcfiil and accursed, iiail'd to the cross 

By bis own nation ; slain for bringing life : 

But to the cross he nails thy onemies, 415 

The law that is against tlice, and the mm 

Of fli! ttianliiud, with him there crucilied, 

Never to hurt them more whorighllj trust 

In this his satisfaction ; so he dies, i 

But soon revives : Death over him no power 4S0 

Shall long usurp ; eie tlie third dawning light 

Return, the stara of morn shall see bun rise 

Out of his grave, fresh as the dawning light. 

Thy ransom pdd, which Man from death ledeemB ; 

His death for Man, as many oh ofiar'd Ufe 4S5 

Neglect not, and the benefit embrace 

By faith not void of works : this godlike act 

Annuls thy doom, the death thou shouldst have diedi 

In sin for ever lost from Ufe ; this act 

Shall bruise the head of Satan, crush bia Btren|[th, 430 

Defeating Sin and Death, hia two main arms ; 

And fii far deeper in his head their stinga 

Than temporal death shall bruise the victor's fasel. 

Or theirs whom he redeems ; a death, Uke sleep, 

A gentle wafting to inunottal life. 43S 

Ifor after resurrection shall be stay 

Longer on oartii than certain times to appetr 

To his disciples, men who in his life I 

1 
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Stni feUow'd him ; to ibeta (hall le&Te in chaiga 

i To teach all utiom what of him the; leuii'd MO 
And his mlTBtkm ; Ihoni who shiU belieT* 

' Bq>ti(iiiE in the prafluent itrsam, the ligii 
Of woehJDg tbem from guilt of dn to life 

. Fme, and in mind prepirsd, if so be&I, 
For dealh,.Iike tliat which the Redoemer died 446 

: All nations Ihay shnll teach ; for, from that day 

. Not only to the sons of Abraham'! loina 
Solvation shall be pieacb'd, bat to the Km* 
Of Abraham'! faith wberairer through the worldj 
So in hie seed all nations shall b« bleas'd. 450 

Then to the Bearen of Heavens he ahall aaeend 
With victorr, trinmphing through the air 

' Orer hil foei and thine ; there ehsll surprise 
The Serpent, prince of air, and drag In ehstn* 
Thrangh all hia realm, and there coofoondMl knaj 

I Then enter into glory, and resnme .4H 

I Hil seat St Ood's right hand, exalted high 

. Above all names in Heaven ; and thenoe shall aocaa, 
When thia world's dLvolution ehall be ripe, 

I With gloTj and power to judge both quick and daid ; 

: To judge the nnfaithfol dead, but to reward 4St 

Bis fUtbfill, and reoeive them into bliss, 

\ Wfaetliei Ui II«»_ vt EmjrD, ; tin then the Earth 

I Shall all be Paradise, far liappier place 

I Than this of Eden, and far happier itjm. 4M 

I So spake lbs Archangel Michael ; l^n puiMd, 
A* at the world's great period ; and oi ~ 

I Replete with jo; and wonder, t" 
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That an this good of evil duU prodnse, 

And aril torn to good ; more wonderfli] | 

Than that which by ereatioa fint brm^ firth 

Ught ont of daAueea ! Full of doubt I atMtdt I 

Whether I ehonid rapant me now of tia j 

By KM done and ooeauon'd ; or rej«Jee MS 

Hnch mote, that much more good thereef ihaS Mvbw I 
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To God mora glory, more good-will to Hen 

Fiom God, tuid over wrath grtuie ihail aoonnd. 

Ilul any, if our DoUverer ap to Heaven 

Must reBacGnd, what wilt betide the few 486 

111! (kitUful, IcfX among the tinftuthful herd, 

Tlie enomles of truth ! Who then ahaU guida 

Hlb pooiile, who defisnd .' Win they not deal 

Wumc M'itti hla foltowers than with him ti^ay dealt? 

Be sure thoy will, said the Angel ; but fiom Heaven 
He to hie uwii a Comrorter will send, - 486 . 

The premise of the Father, -who shaJl dweU 
Hia Spirit n-ithin them ; and lbs law of frith, I 

Working llirmigh love, upon their heart! shall write. 
To guide ttiom in all truth - and also arm 490 

With spiritual armour, able to raBirt 
Satan a assaults, and quench hi* fieiy darts ; 
What man can do against thom, Dot a&idd, 
Though to the death ; agunat taxeh cracltiet 
With inward consolatianB recompeiuwd, US 

And oft supported so aa shall amaie 
Their proudest persecutors ; for the Sjucit, 
Puur'd Urst on his AposlleE, whom he Muda 
To evangelize the nations, then On all 
Baptized, shall them with wondrous gifts endue BOO 

To Sjieak all longUEa, Bndjlo nlliuuelH, 

Ab did their Lord before them. Thus they wia 

Great numbers of eanh nation to TeceivB 

Wiib jiiy the tidings brought from Heaven : at tengUi 

Their ministry perforra'd, and race wdl ran, 60& 

Their doctrine and their story written left, 

They die ; hut in their room, aa they forewani, 

Wolves shall succeed for teachers, grievooi widlW, 

Who all the sacred rayatBriea of Heaven 

To their own Tile advantages shall turn UO 

or lucre and ambition ; a;id the truth 

With superstitions and traditions taint, 

lafl only in those written records pnre, 

Thatujh noi Kni I " the Spirit understood- 
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Then ike; Ehall seek la avail theuuelTeB of iminHi 
Places, ami titles, and with these to join H] 

Secular power ; tliough feigning still to act 
By spiiitoal, to themselves approprinting 
The Spirit of God, promised alike and given 
To all believers ; and, from that pretence, B 

Spiritual laws by camal power shaJl forco 
On every conBciencs ; laws which none shalt find 
Led them inrcU'd, or what the Spirit within 
Shalt on the heart engrave. What wilt they then 
But fb.ce the Spirit of Grace itself, and bind SI 

His consoit Liberty .' Wbal ; but nnbdld 
Hid living temples, built by faith to stand, 
Their own faith, not another'a f For, on earth, 
Who againut faitli and conscience Can be haaii 
Infallible .' yet many will premune ; 5S 

WhflDOe heavy persecution shall arise 
On all, who in the worship persevere -^ 
Of spirit and truth ; the rest, far great«r part, 
Will deem in outward rites and spBcious forma 
Beiigian satislicd ; truth shall retire S3 

Bestuck with slanderous darts, and worki of ftlth 
Barely be found : so shall tbe world go on. 
To good malignant, to bad mon b«nign if 
Under her own ^eigr.t groanliig ; tW the day 
Appear of respiration to the jnit, 54 

And vengeance to the wicked, M retnm 
Of him so lately promised to thy aid, 
The Woman's Seed ; obscurely then foretdd. 
Now ampler known thy Saviour and thy Lord; 
Last, in the clouds, from Heaven to be reveal'd 54 
In gtoiy of the Father, to dissolve 
Satan with his perverted world ; then raise 
From the conflagrant nuaa, purged and refin^, 
New Heavens, new Earth, ages of endless dale. 
Founded in righfeSIBnesB, and peace, and low ; SB 
To bring forth fruits, joy and eternal bliss. 
He ended ; and thtu Adam last nplied 



